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Office of the State Board of Health, 1 

Bowling Green, Ky., October 1, 1899. j 

lo Hon. Wm. O. Bradley, Governor of Kentucky: 

Sir : In compliance with the laws of this State, I have the 
honor to present to you the accompanying biennial report of 
the Board for the two fiscal years ending April 30, 1899. 

J. N. McCoRMACK, M. D., Secretary. 



MEMBERS OF THE BOARD. 



J. M. Mathews, M. D Louisville. 

William Bailey, M. D Louisville. 

Geo. T. Puller, M. D Mayfield. 

Arch Dixon, M. D Henderson. 

J. H. Samuel, M. D Maysville. 

J. H. Letcher, M. D Henderson. 

J. N. McCoRMACK, M. D Bowling Greei 



J. M. Mathews, M. D., President. 
J. N. McCormack, M. D., Secretary. 

OATTLE OOMMISSIONER. 

Hon. a. G. Herr St. Matthews. 

STATE VETERINAI^IAN. 

F. T. EiSBNMAN, D. V. S Louisville. 

SANITARY INSREOTORS. 

A. T. McCormack, M. D Bowling Qreei 

B. W. Smock, M. D Louisville. 

J. L. Long, M. D Louisville. 

W. M. Gibson, M. D Richmond. 

W. W. HoBSON, M. D. . . . Harrod's Creel 

Prank Boyd, M. D Paducah. 

U. L. Taylor, M. D Columbia. 

Austin Bell, M. D Bell. 

R. W. BuRCHBLL, M. D Manchester. 



;OLL OF MEMBERSHIP OF THE LOCAL BOARDS 
OF HEALTH OF THE VARIOUS COUNTIES OF 
THE STATE, FOR THE TERM BEGINNING JAN- 
UARY 1, 1898, AND ENDING JANUARY 1, 1900. 

Adair County. 

Dr. U. L. Taylor Columbia. 

Dr. W. T. Grissom Columbia. 

Dr. Wm. Blair Glen's Fork. 

Allen County. 

Dr. A. L. Wagoner Scottville. 

Dr. Marcellus Whitney Gainesville. 

Dr. C.A.Calvert Holland. 

Anderson County. 

Dr. C. A. Leathers Lawrenceburg. 

Dr. C. M. Paynter Lawrenceburg. 

Dr. O. H. Witherspoon Lawrenceburg. 

Ballard County. 

Dr. N.L. Rogers Wickliffe. 

Dr. J. C. Dupoyster Wickliffe. 

W. T. White, Esq.- -WickliflPe. 

J. A. Watwood, Esq Wickliffe. 

Barren County. 

Dr. J. S. Leech Glasgow. 

Dr. R. E. Garnett Glasgow. 

Dr. F. J. Taylor - Glasgow. 

Bath County. 

Dr. A. W. Walden-'. Owingsville. 

Dr. J. W. Rutherford Sharpsburg. 

Dr. Collins Ball Olympia. 

Bell County. 

Dr. L. L. Robertson MIddlesborough. 

Dr. T. H. Curd — MIddlesborough. 

Dr. W. J. Hodges Pilieville. 
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Boone County. 

Dr. J. G. Furnish -- Burlington. 

Dr. M. J. Crouch Union. 

Dr. J. M. Grant Petersburg. 

Bourbon County. 

Dr. John Bowen Paris. 

R. J. Neely, Esq Paris. 

Hon. Emmett Dickson Paris. 

Boyd County. 

Dr. J. W. Kincaid Catlettsburg. 

Dr. J. D. Williams ----Catlettsburg. 

S. Coburn, Esq - Ashland. 

Boyle County. 

Dr. Fayette Dunlap Danville. 

Dr. J. C. Bogle Danville. 

Dr. W. A. Brown - Parksville. 

Dr. B.T.Wood-- Perryville. 

Bracken County. 

Dr. J. W. R. Corlis Brookville. 

Dr. Chambers Lytle Johnsville. 

Dr. C. S. Savage Germantown. 

Breathitt County. 

Dr. J. S. Redwine Jackson. 

Dr. B. D. Cox Jackson. 

Dr. W. G. Daily Jackson. 

Breckinridge County 

Dr. A. M. Kincheloe - Hardinsburg. 

Dr. A. A. Simons Cloverport. 

Dr. R. T. Dempster ---Rockvale. 

Bullitt County. 
Dr. S. W. Bates - - Shepherdsville. 

Dr. J. M.Crenshaw — Mt. Washington. 

Dr. J. E. Johnson Lebanon Junction. 

Dr. J. A. Hotfman Shepherdsville. 

Butler County. 
Dr. E. A. Cherry -- - Morgantown. 

Dr. A. E. Gardner - Morgantown. 

Dr. W. C. Hunt Rochester. 

Dr. J. H. Austin Morgantown. 
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Calloway County. 

Dr. J. R. Coleman Murray. 

Dr. W.M.Mason- Hazel. 

Dr. H. L.Davenport Kirksey. 

Caldwbll County. 

Dr. P. R. Shelby - Princeton. 

Dr. J. A. H. Miller -- Princeton. 

Dr. R. S. Coleman -- Princeton. 

Campbell County. 

Dr. C. B. Schoolfielc! Dayton. 

Dr. W. A. Young Newport. 

Dr. J. F. Houston Alexandria. 

Carlisle County. 

Dr. J. R. Owens Arlington. 

Dr. J. M. Peck--- Arlington. 

Dr. W. L. Mosby : -Bardwell. 

Carroll County. 
Dr. F. H. Gaines ^ CarroUton. 

Dr. B. L. Holmes -CarroUton. 

Dr. W. S. Golden .-Worthville. 

Carter County. 
Dr. J. W. Strother Grayson. 

Dr. J. L. Robbins Olive Hill. 

Dr. W. A. Horton ..- - --Grayson. 

Cabby County. 
Dr. I. S. Wesley Middleburg. 

Dr. W. L. Londer Humphrey. 

Dr. David Beeler Powers. 

Dr. Jas. Wesley Liberty. 

Dr. J. R. Hood Clementsville. 

Christian County.. 
Dr. Austin Bell Bell. 

Dr. F. M. Stites Hopkinsville. 

Dr. T. W. Blakely Hopkinsville. 

Dr. R. L. Woodard -Hopkinsville. 

Clark County. 
Dr. O. R. Venable Winchester. 

Dr. J. A. Shirley _- ---Winchester. 

Dr. I. H. McKinley Winchester. 

Dr. 8. W. Willis - Jasper. 



8 Biennial Rqxni of the Kentucky 

Clay County. 

, Dr. I. S. Manning Manchester. 

Dr. J. R. Burchell -. Manchester. 

Dr. W. T. Phillips Burning Springs- 

Dr. G. H. Sandlin - Manchester. 

Clinton County. 

Dr. W. F. Cartwright Albany. 

Dr. S. K. Pickens Albanv. 

Dr. B. D. Owens Cartwright. 

Crittenden County. 

Dr. J. R. Clark -- Marion. 

Dr. J. J. Clark Marion. 

Dr. Jas. P. Pierce - Marion. 

Cumberland County. 

Dr. J. E. Bow -. --Burksville. 

Dr. W. F.Owsley Burksville. 

Dr. J. G. Talbot - Burksville. 

Daviess County. 

Dr. C. H. Todd Owensboro. 

Dr. E. H. Luckett Owensboro. 

Dr. E. B. McCormick Owensboro. 

Edmonson County. 

Dr. G. W. Armes Brownsville. 

Dr. J. W. Morrow - Brownsville. 

Dr. G. B. Quigley --Brownsville. 

Elliott County. 

Dr. W. W. Johnson Newfoundland. 

Dr. S. G. Hunter --Sandy Hook. 

Dr. Stanford Bailey Sandy Hook. 

Estill County. 

Dr. G. A. Embry - ^Irvine. 

Dr. M. R. Scott Irvine. 

Dr. Cornelius Marcum Irvine. 

Dr. R. F. Hood --Millers Creek. 

Fayette County. 

Dr. R. L. Willis Lexington. 

Dr. David Barrow - Lexington. 

Dr. J. W. Pryor - --Lexington. 
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Fleming County. 

Dr. C. R. Garr Flemingsburg. 

Dr. C. W. Aitken Flemingsburg. 

Dr. J. C. S. Brice Poplar Springs. 

Floyd County. 

Dr. W. W. Fugitt Prestonsburg. 

Dr. E. K. May- Dwale. 

Dr. W. W. Richmond Prestonsburg. 

Hon. F. H. Hopkins Prestonsburg. 

Dr. W. L. Walter Laynesville. 

Franklin County. 

Dr. U. V. Williams Frankfort. 

Dr. E. E. Hume Frankfort. 

Dr. G. W. Chinn Frankfort. 

Fulton County. 

Dr. A. B. Whayne Fulton. 

Dr. W. A. Whayne Fulton. 

Dr. A. A. Faris Hickman. 

Gallatin County. 

Dr. J. S. Brown Warsaw. 

Dr. O. B. Yager Glencoe. 

Dr. Wm. Bond - Sparta. 

Garrard County. 

Dr. J. B. Einnaird Lancaster. 

Dr. Hugh M. Grant - --Lancaster. 

Dr. J. E. Amon McCreary. 

Grant County. 

Dr. C. D. O'Hara - Williamstown. 

Dr. J. L.Price Sherman. 

Dr. .7. B. Alexander - Mason. 

Graves County. 

Dr. J. L. Dismukes Mayfield. 

Dr. E. A. Stevens.--* - ---Mayfield. 

Dr. J. S. Mathis _-- -. Mayfield. 

Dr. J. D. Landrum.-. - .-Mayfield. 

Dr. J. D. Pryor -Mayfield. 



10 Biennial Report of Ihe Kentucky 

Grayson County. 

Dr. J. M. Berry --Lietchfield. 

Dr. T. M. Nimmo -BigClifty. 

Dr. Lee Washer Spring Lick. 

Dr. O. T. Stuteville Big Clifty. 

Green County. 

Dr. W. V. Tucker Greensburg. 

Dr. S. D. Coakley Coakley. 

Dr. Ross Van Meter Greensburg. 

Greenup County. 

Dr. A. S. Brad}^ Greenup. 

Dr. E. M. Sellards Greenup. 

Dr. R. M. Biggs Greenup., 

Hancock County. 

Dr. A. Griffin Hawesville. 

Dr. J. H. Heavrin Hawesville. 

Dr. J. W. Griffin ---Lewisport. 

Dr. Frank Chambers Hawesville. 

Hardin County. 

Dr. F. P. Strickler ^ Elizabethtown. 

Dr. C. Z. Aud Cecilia. 

Dr. S. N. Willis ..__.._. Vine Grove. 

Harlan County. 

Dr. W. T. Nolen Harlan Court House. 

Dr. G. R. Bailey Harlan Court House. 

Dr. N. S. Howard Harlan Court House. 

Harrison County. 

Dr. Hervey McDowell Cynthiana. 

Dr. Marshall McDowell Cvnthiana. 

Dr. Bailey B. Petty Rutland. 

Hart County. 

Dr. T. H. Garvin Horse Cave. 

Dr. J. J. Adams Munfordville. 

Dr. John Mudd Hardvville. 

Henderson Counts. 

Dr. Arch Dixon Henderson. 

Dr. J. A. Quinn Henderson. 

Dr. R. H. Moss Niagara. 
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Henry County. 

Dr. W. A. Jamison Eminence. 

Dr. G. P. Oldham New Castle. 

Dr. W. J. Morris ---Sulphur. 

Hickman County. 

Dr. W. W. Richmond Clinton. 

Dr. J. M. Jackson Columbus. 

Dr. J. M. Beeler Clinton. 

Dr. J. R. Scarborough Spring Hill. 

Dr. G. F. Beeler Clinton. 

Hopkins County. 

Dr. T. W. Gardiner- Madisonville. 

Dr. J. L. Dulin Madisonville. 

Dr. J. S. Waller -- Hanson. 

Jackson County. 

Dr. W. F. Hays McKee. 

Dr. G. C. Goodman Welchburg. 

Dr. C. H. Robinson Mauldon. 

Jbfferson County. 

Dr. Wm. H. Wathen Louisville. 

Dr. Geo. W. Griffith Louisville. 

Dr. J. M. Krim Louisville. 

Dr. B. W. Smock Louisville. 

Dr. W. W. Hobson Harrod's Creek. 

Jessamine County. 

Dr. Chas. Mann- Nicholasville. 

Dr. J. A. Vanarsdale Nicholasville. 

Dr. W. H. Mathews--. Nicholasville. 

Dr. D. A. Penick Nicholasville. 

Johnson County. 

Dr. L R. Turner Paintsville. 

C. M. Preston, Esq Paintsville. 

B. F. Hager, Esq Paintsville. 

Kenton County. 

Dr. John R. Allen ---^- Covington. 

Dr. C. R. Slater - Erlanger. 

Dr. J. F. Loom is .-_ Independence. 

Dr. W. W. Ranshaw Covington. 
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Knox County. 

Dr. B. F. Herndon _ - - Barbourville. 

Dr. G. H. Albright Barbourville. 

Dr. J. T. Catron ---- Barbourville. 

Knott County. 

Dr. John W. Duke- -- --. Hindman. 

Dr. Elisha Kelley - Ilindman. 

T. B. Studevent, Esq --Hindman. 

Labue County. 

Dr. W. E. Rodman - - - - . Hodgen ville. 

Dr. M. B. Peterson Magnolia. 

Dr. J. C. Jones-- Buffalo. 

Laurel County. 

Dr. R. T. Ramsay London. 

Dr. H. V. Pennington London. 

Dr. Jackson Givens Pittsburgh. 

Lawrence County. 

Dr. M. G. Watson Louisa. 

A. J. Garred, Esq. Louisa. 

J. F. Ratcliffe, Esq. -• Louisa. 

Lee County. 

Dr. M. F. Reed Beattyville. 

Capt. J. M. Beatty Beatty ville. 

H. H. Harris, Esq. . Beatty ville. 

Leslie County. 

Dr. J. W. Lawrence Hyden. 

J. B. Walton, Esq Hyden. 

Abner Eversole, Esq. Hyden. 

Letcher County. 

Dr. John Collins Rockhouse. 

Dr. G. H. McCreary Whitesburg. 

Dr. T. A. Cook Democrat. 

Lewis County. 

Dr. T. S. Clark - - Vanceburg. 

Dr. A. F. Hill Vanceburg. 

Dr. Lewis A. Grimes Concord. 
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Lincoln County. 

Dr. Steele Bailey Stanford. 

Dr. J. F.Peyton Stanford. 

Dr. Hawkins Brown Hustonville. 

Dr. W. J. Edmiston Crab Orchard. 

Livingston County. 

Dr. H. H. Duley- Smithland. 

Dr. A. J. Driskill Grand Rivers. 

Dr. J. V. Hayden Salem. ^ 

Logan County. 

Dr. S. B. Harrel Russellville. 

Dr. Edgar Riley Ferguson. 

Dr. W. W. Lasley Lewisburg. 

Lyon County. 

Dr. A. D. Purdy Kuttawa. 

Dr. E. S. Wilford Kuttawa. 

Dr. A. H. Champion - Eddyville. 

Madison County. 

Dr. J. M. Poyntz Richmond. 

Dr. Q. G. Perry White Hall. 

Dr. W. M. Gibson Richmond. 

Dr. A. L. Hurst Kingston. 

Magoffin County. 

Dr. M. C. Kash Salyersville. 

Dr. W. A. May Salyersville. 

Dr. J. L. Rowland - Salyersville. 

Marion County. 

Dr. R. C. McChord Lebanon. 

Dr. Edward Kelley Lebanon. 

Dr. R. T. Hodgen Lebanon. 

Marshall County. 

Dr. V. A. Stilley Benton. 

Dr. E. G. Thomas-- - Harvey. 

Dr. W. S. Stone Birmingham. 

Martin County. 

Dr. J. R. Fairchild Inez. 

G. W. Hale, Esq. Inez. 

T. W. Newberry, Esq. Inez. 
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Mason County. 

Dr. H. K. AdamsoD.- Maysville. 

Dr. P. G. Smoot Maysville. 

Dr. M. H. Davis --Mayslick. 

Dr. James Shackelford Maysville. 

Dr. W. H. Hood Orangeburg. 

McCrackbn County. 

Dr. Frank Boyd Paducah. 

Dr. J. Q. Taylor -Paducah. 

'Dr. Horace Rivers--- Paducah. 

McLean County. 

Dr. H. W. Gates ---^ Calhoun. 

Dr. W. P. Miller Calhoun. 

Dr. Geo. Hillsman - Livermore. 

Meade County. 
Dr. D. C. Pusey Brandenburg. 

Dr. I. P. Shackett Ekron. 

Dr. W. J. Shackett Ekron. 

Menifee County. 

Dr. W. O. B. Remy Frenchburg. 

Dr. E. B. Northcutt Mariba. 

C. D. Swine, Esq. Frenchburg. 

H. D. Coombs, Esq Frenchburg. 

Dr. R. B. Kash Frenchburg. 

Mercer County. 

Dr. A. D. Price Halrrodsburg. 

Dr. M. L. Forsythe Harrodsburg. 

Dr. W. D. Powell -- -- Harrodsburg. 

Metcalp County. 

Dr. H. C. Reid Edmonton. 

Dr. G. G. Taylor Edmonton. 

Monroe County. 

Dr. R. F. Duncan Tompkinsville. 

Dr. H. B. Ray Tompkinsville. 

Hon. A. B. Chism Tompkinsville. 

Montgomery County. 

Dr. W. R. Thompson Mt. Sterling. 

Dr. J. A. Shirley - Mt. Sterling. 

Dr. W. T. Willis- - Mt. Sterling. 
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Morgan County. 

Dr. B. P. Carter West Liberty. 

Dr. J. D. Whittaker-- •_ Caney. 

Dr. B. F. McClure Grassy Creek. 

Muhlenberg County. 

Dr. M. P. Creel _-. Central City. 

Dr. A. Lewis Greenville. 

Dr. J. T. Woodburn Bremen. 

Nelson County. 

Dr. A. G. Blincoe Bardstown. 

Dr. J. L. Pope Bardstown. 

Dr. B. E. Gore Bardstown. 

Nicholas County. 

Dr. Malcolm Dills - Carlisle. 

Dr. H.Munger . Carlisle. 

Dr. W. D. Howe Moorefield. 

Ohio County. 

Dr. E. W. Ford --Hartford. 

Dr. 8. J. Wedding Sulphur Spring. 

Dr. J. S. Smith McHenry. 

Oldham County. 

Dr. R. B. Cassady --- Lagrangfe. 

Dr. J. T. Berry _ -Lagrange. 

Dr. J. H. Speer _ Brownsboro. 

Owen County. 

Dr. R.W. Birchett--- Owenton. 

Dr. W. E. Foster Owenton. 

Dr. Preston Porter Lashey's Mills. 

Owsley County. 

Dr. A. M. Glass -- -Boone ville. 

Dr. S. G. Sanders-.- --- Booneville. 

Dr. C. M. Anderson Booneville. 

Pendleton County. 

Dr. J. H. Barbour Falmouth. 

Dr. J. E. Wilson -- Falmouth. 

Dr. W. H. Yelton Butler. 
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Pbrby County. 

Dr. J. P. Boggs Chavis. 

Dr. R. R. Baker -- Hazard. 

Dr. J. C. Sumner Hazard. 

PiKB County. 

Dr. W.A.Campbell -- Pikeville. 

Dr. J. E. Gray Pikeville. 

Dr. M. Adkins-- --- Vinters. 

PowBLL County. 

Dr. C. M. Driver Stanton. 

Dr. A. T. Knox .-_ -Bowen. 

Hon. M. L. Phillips .-- Stanton. 

Pulaski County. 

Dr. Geo.JM. Reddish ---Somerset. 

Dr. J. W. F. Parker - Somerset. 

Dr. J. L. Owens - ---Somerset. 

Robertson County. 

Dr. J. B. Wood -- - Mt. Olivet. 

Dr. Riley Wells -- .---Mt. Olivet. 

Dr. T. E. Thompson-- Mt. Olivet. 

Rockcastle County. 

Dr. A. G. Lovell Mt. Vernon. 

Dr. Percy Benton Brodhead. 

Dr. J. S. Cooper Livingston. 

Rowan County. 

Dr. J. Wilson Morehead. 

Dr. B. C. Wilson Morehead. 

Dr. T. M.Carter Morehead. 

Russell County. 

Dr. J. S. Rowe Jamestown. 

Dr. W. D. Wolford Jamestown. 

Dr. J. B. Schell Jamestown. 

Dr. W. G. D. Flanagan Jamestown. 

Scott County. 

Dr. J. A. Lewis Georgetown. 

Dr. J. E. Pack - Georgetown. 

Dr. R. L. Carrick Georgetown. 
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Shelby County. 

Dr. R. D. Pratt Shelbyville. 

Dr. W. R. Raj' Chestnut Grove. 

Dr. E. L. Branaman Pinchville. 

Simpson County. 

Dr. J. C. Douglas Franklin. 

Dr. G. W. Duncan Franklin. 

Dr. J. M. Briggs Franklin. 

Spencer County. 

Dr. W. E. Shepherd Taylorsville. 

Dr. J. L. Seay Normandy. 

Dr. Edw. Williams Little Mount. 

Taylor County. 

Dr. J. L. Atkinson CampbelJsville. 

Dr. B. T. Black Campbellsville. 

Dr. O. M. Kelsey Elk Horn. 

Todd County. 

Dr. J. O. McReynolds Elkton. 

Dr. R. W. Frey Trenton. 

Dr. W. S. Petrie Fairview. 

Trigg County. 

Dr. J. W. Crenshaw Cadiz. 

G. H. Pike, Esq Cadiz. 

Dr. J. H. Luckey Canton. 

Trimble County. 

Dr. J. C. Hancock Bedford. 

J. W. Spreen . Milford. 

Dr. W. A. Wright Corn Creek. 

Union County. 

Dr. T. J. Shoemaker . Morganfield. 

Dr. Henrj' Mart Morganfield. 

J. T. Clark, Esq Morganfield. 

Warren County. 

Dr. A. T. McCormack Bowling Green. 

Dr. E. N. Hall Woodburn. 

Dr. J. O. Carson Bowling Green. 
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Washington County. 

Dr. W. W. Ray Springfield. 

Dr. J. H. Tjami)ton .. Springfield. 

Dr. J. B. Mudd Springfield. 

Wayne County. 

Dr. A. S. Cook- Monticello. 

Dr. T. H. Gamblin Monticello. 

Dr. W. H. Cook Monticello. 

Webster County. 

Dr. J. P. Campbell - - Dixon. 

Dr. J. A. Rassett -- Providence. 

Dr. C. M. Edwards Sebree. 

Whitley County. 

Dr. E. S. Moss-- Williamsburg. 

Dr. W. T. Watkins Williamsburg. 

Dr. W. H. Parker Williamsburg. 

Wolfe County. 

Dr. J. H. Stamper Campton. 

Dr. H. H. Stami)er Campton. 

Dr. B. D. Cox Campton. 

AVooDFOUD County. 

Dr. J. D. Neet Versailles. 

Dr. W. C. McAuley Versailles. 

Dr. J. H. Arnold Versailles. 
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GENERAL REPORT. 



This report is for the two years ending April 1, 1899. 
As the Board is required to pay the expense of its print- 
ing from its small annual appropriation, which has al- 
ways been the smallest made for this purpose in the 
Union, the report is necessarily made so brief that it 
can only cover the actual work done in a very imperfect 
way. 

From its organization in 1878, the work of the Board 
has been hampered for lack of funds, and its usefulness 
greatly curtailed. From year to year its duties have been 
enlarged by the General Assembly without the addition of 
a dollar to the fund needed to properly discharge these 
duties, until these have become so disproportionate as to 
threaten to bring the work into disrepute. 

For purposes of comparison, a table is inserted show- 
ing the amounts appropriated in a recent year, in the 
states named, for public health purposes; the asterisks (*) 
indicate additional sources of revenue, as epidemic funds, 
marine or other fees, free printing, etc. This table in- 
dicates at a glance the disadvantages under which the 
Board has labored : 

Massachusetts $111,300 

Louisiana (about) 100,000 

Texas 61,000 

Illinois *49,000 

Mississippi 46,550 

Minnesota 29,000 

New York 25,000 

New Jersey *21,500 

Wisconsin • 20,500 

Michigan '. *16,145 

Alabama 13,000 

Maryland 13,000 

California 12,500 

Connecticut *10,000 

New Hampshire *8,500 

North Carolina *5,500 
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Indiana *$5,000 

Iowa *5,000 

Pennsylvania *5,000 

Maine 5,000 

Kansas 4,500 

Ohio 4,000 

South Carolina 4,000 

Tennessee *3,000 

Rhode Island *2,700 

Kentucky *2,500 

In spite of the great disadvantage at which the Board 
has been placed it may be confidently claimed that Ken- 
tucky has made earnest efforts to keep pace with other 
states in this regard. This has only been possible 
through the self-sacrificing labors of the nearly four hun- 
dred physicians composing the county and municipal 
boards of health, over five-sixths of whom have never re- 
ceived one cent for this responsible and often unpleasant 
work. 

The names of the members of the county boards are 
given a first place in this report as a mark of the esteem in 
which they are held by u«, constituting our "Roll of 
Honor." 

YELLOW FEVER. 

In so far as concerns epidemic and contagious diseases 
the years covered by this report have been the most 
eventful in the entire history of the Board. 

The appearance of yellow fever at Ocean Springs, 
Miss., in August, 1897, and its rapid spread to Mobile, 
New Orleans, Jackson and many other cities and towns 
of the South having direct and rapid travel connections 
with our state, gave rise to grave and well-grounded ap- 
prehension that the disease might reach our borders in 
epidemic form. Within forty-eight hours our inspectors 
were on all trains entering our territory from the infected 
districts; the first refugees, who came by the hundreds, 
were met and officially passed upon, had their baggage 
disinfected, destination noted, and reported to the local 
health authorities. Although our doors were thrown 
wide open to all who might come, it is pleasant to record 
that only three cases of the fever developed amongst the 
refugees, and not one in our own citizens. 
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A full report of the operations of this service, and of 
the expense thereof, was transmittetl to the governor at 
once, as required by law, and will be found embraced in 
this publication. 

SMALL-POX. 

Small-pox Avas imported from llondums to Mobile 
early iu the summer of 1897, and spread rapidly thiH>ugh 
the miuiiig regions of Alabama and Tennt^8tH\ The 
disease was singularly mild in fonu, and as it wa« mainly 
confined to the coloi*ed race, appemvd to attract but little 
attention from either the health authorities or piHiple ex- 
cept in the larger cities. 

The first case in Kentucky came to ^liddlesboro 
fi-om Tennessee early in January, 1897. Sh(U*tly after, 
the disease broke out at Jellico, a st4ite-line town, and two 
months later a negro who had contracted the disease at 
Knoxville came down with it at llichmond. 

The character of the disease was recognized tmrly at 
Middlesboro, but in tlie absence of any hospital or 
other preparations for dealing with it, and while the 
fiscal authorities of the town and county were higgling 
about meeting the expensc^s, hundrcMls of exposures had 
occurred, in a population almost entirely unprotected by 
vaccination. To add to the diflflculties of tlu^ situation, 
although the disease was well marked in its diagnostic 
features, ignorant and designing i)(»rsons spre»ad the re- 
port that it was "Elephant Itch,'' "Cuban Itch," "African 
Itch," names which clung to th(» diH(»ase in this and other 
states, much to the confusion of the |>()pular mind. The 
malady spread rapidly at this place, resulting in the most 
severe and expensive efwdemic that has ev(*r visits an 
interior town in this state. 

A serious condition of aflfaii^s also developed at Jellico, 
but here the Health Board S(*ciired earlier financial sup- 
port from th(» county, and by most el1fici(*^nt work, the 
disc^ase was brouu:ht under control. 

Kecognizing that the stat^* was called noon to face an 
emergency, not only from th(* epidemics alr<*ady on at 
the places mentioned, but also from fresh importa- 
tions from other states, this Roard caused the following 
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circular letter to be sent to the health and civil officials 
and physicians in every county, and to every newspaper in 
the state. With characteristic liberality, the circular ipvas 
reproduced in nearly every newspaper, multiplying it by 
many thousands, and laying the desired information and 
warning before every newspaper-reading family in Ken- 
tucky. 

WARNING AGAINST SMALL-POX. 

State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky., Feby. 15, 1898. 

To the Health Officials, Physicians and People of Kentucky: 

Small-pox is now widespread in Elastem Tennessee, North Caro- 
lina, Southwestern Virginia and Northern Alabama, and several oaseB 
exist in Middlesiboro and near Jellioo in this state. The epidemic ap- 
pears to have originated in Mobile Ifiet summer, and to have be^i 
gradually extending northward since. It Is chiefly prevalent amoosst 
the negro population and manifests an unusual tendency everyrwhere 
to break over official control and assume an epldemiic form. 

This Board, therefore, feels that it Is Its duty to warn the peo-pde 
that prompt action may prevent its further spread in this state. BV)r- 
tuna/tely prevention is as certain and safe as it is cheap and easy. Vajc- 
cination and re-vaccdna/tion, properly done, wl.th reliable virus, 1b a 
certain preventive and is entia^ly free from danger. This is the coin- 
elusion of the health officers of the world after years of patient Invee- 
tigatlons, and is now an accepted truth in preventive medicine. 

Notwithstanding these facts, about one^third of the people of 
Kentucky have never availed themael-ves of this protection. Our people 
should not wait for orders from boards of health in the presence of an 
epidemic to force them to an evident duty. Every citizen should see 
to It that not only himself, but every one for whom he is responsiible 
Is vaccinated at once. No child should be admitted to any public or 
private school who has not been vaccinated, and all factories, railroad's 
and mines should make the same requirement This is especially Im- 
portant in view of the threatened danger. 

The operation should be done by a competent physician, under 
proper aseptic precautions, and he sihould see the person vaccinated 
from time to Ume so the result may be certain. Imperfect vacclnaitlon 
gives a false and often fatal sense of security. Reliable virus can be 
obtained from the National Vaccine Farm, Washington, D. C, or their 
agents, the Henry Drug Company, Loulisville, Ky. 

In addition it is urgently requested that all boards of health perfect 
their organization at once, if they have not done so, and take every pre- 
caution to prevent the entrance of the disease into their jurlsdietlon, 
or, failing in this, be ready to stamp it out by strictly isolating the first 
case, and vaccinating and re- vaccinating every person exposed to it. 
All funerals should be strictly private. 

This Board holds itself ready to give any assistance in its power 
at any time. 

By order of the Board : 

J. M. MATHEWS, M. D., Preaidenit. 
J. N. McCORMACK, M. D., Secretary. 
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The case which developed at Kichmond was not 
recognized as siiiall-pox, and many exposures had occor^ 
red, and about fifteen had the disease, in n negro quarter 
in the heart of the town, before the Board of Health was 
notified and any eflicient stejis taken to arrest its spread. 
Although the conditions seeme^l so threatening, the call 
made by the health oEBcials upon the mayor and county 
judge was m promptly responded to that the epidemic 
was readily controlled, with a minimum of injury to the 
business interests of the town. 

Expert inspectors were sent to the assistance of the 
local boards at these places, and this practice has been 
continued up to the present time, in so far as our limited 
funds would permit, but recently it has been necessary 
for the alHicted counties to pay the inspectors. Such 
assistance has been highly useful in clearing up ques- 
tions of diai^mosis and' in giving mnch needed practical 
advice in isolation and details in management. 

Six weeks after the first warning was issued, as the 
danger seemed even greater, another circular was pre- 
f pared and sent out as before. It follows: 



WARNING AGAINST SMALL-POX. 
Office of State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky., March 25, 1S9S. 
To the Ofllclala, PhyaicianB and People of Kentucky: 

This Board again gives warning that <mr state is seriously threat- 

[ ened wltih an epldemte fit small-pox. Grave conditlon-s already exist In 

Bell, Whitley and MadL-wn counties, and oases are reported In Knox and 

LitoBon countlee. So tar tlie disease has been alTnost exclusively eon- 

{flned to negroes, but this exemption of the white race caji not long be 

■|Oped for if it conitlniiee to spread. 

In Bpite of repeajted and continued wamJngs fi-om this and county 
. _. I miiMlclpaJ boards, eaeh community so far attacked was unprepared. 
a large per cent of the population was unvacoiiLabed. and dangerous and 
ooatly delays occurred before the ohanacter of the disease was rew^- 
nlzed, and hospitals and other provi'Si'ona oould be made for the aick 
and exposed. 

Under our laws this expense niuat be met by the conaties and citiea 
affected, and It can oinly be made small by proper preparation before a 
caae appears. Had Mlddlesboro and Bell county been thus forehnnded 
and really to care for the first ca«ee, thousands of doUara would have 
been sav-ed in actual outlay, very many thousanda in loss of businees, 
and the offlcdals and community the mortiflcatlon of elamorlTig for out- 
side aid to do what they were amply able to do for themselves. 

In view of these facts, the Board advises that each town and city at 
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once pass and enforce a compulsory yaocination ordinance, begiimiing 
wifth the colored race, but reaching everybody; that i-solation hoai^itals 
or tents, and suitable ground for their location, be secured ; that -viiailtiiig 
and strange negroes be hunted out, vaccinated and kept under obdwrra- 
tlon, and especially that physidans practicing amongst negroes be In- 
structed as to the difficulty of recognizing mild cases of smail-ix>x and 
varioloid in this race, and of the importance of calling in ezpetrienced 
counsel in every doubtful or suspicious case. Those having this mwk 
in hand should deal firmly, but kindly, with every one, advising thai 
this work is being done for their protection as well as that of the oom- 
niunity. 

Quarantln€s against infected places, the first resort of unprepared 
towns, do much actual harm by giving rise to a false sense of security, 
thus retarding the work of vaccination and preparation, and, if ri^dly 
enforced, are much more expensive than the precautions herein advised, 
besides causing much financial loss by interference with travel and 
commerce. No quarantine can be legally established without the ooin- 
sent of this Board, and this will not be given unless the circumsctanceB 
are very exceptional. Communities maintaining unauthorized quaran- 
tines are liable to persons suffering injuries or damages therefrom. 

At this time every person in Kentucky should be vaiccinated or re- 
vaccinated. If properly protected It will not take, and if it takes there 
is need of it. The vaccination should always be done in three pktoee 
about an inch apart, by a competent physician, with clean hands and 
instruments, upon a well-cleaned arm, by scraping off the scatrf skin 
without drawing blood, and should be ailofwed to dry thoroughly before 
the sleeve is put down, and should be protected for a few days wiith a 
clean cloth or absorbent cotton. Tliis will give the best chance for a 
successful result, with much less soreness and suffering. 

Fresh, reliable vims may always be had from the National Vaiccine 
Establishment, Washington City, or from Its agents, The Henry Drug 
Co., of Louisville. Vaccination from the arm of a child known to be 
healthy is equally reliable. 

This Board holds itself in readiness to aid local boards to the full 
extent of Its powers, but little aid will be needed from it if each com- 
mimity will Intelligenitiy prepare to take care of itself. 

By order of the Board: 

J. M. MATHEWS, M. D., President. 
J. N. McCORMACK, M. D., Secretary. 



As the disease continued to spread in certain of the 
mountain counties, the following was issued and widely 
circulated, especially in that section of the state: 

SMALL-POX IN SOUTHEASTERN KENTUCKY. 

State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky., July 18, 1898. 

To the Health Oflaoials, County Officials and People of Southeastem 
Kentucky: 

Small-pox now exists in Laurel and Clay counties, and it is wide- 
spread in Jackson county. Every class of the population is affected and 
tlie diiseaise is in epidemic form. 
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If every maa, woman and child in Souitheasitem Kentucky is vac- 
cinated at once, danger of a seriou-s epidemic will be removeid. Every 
I>erson remaining unvacciiniaJted is a menace, not to themdelves alone, 
but to the health and bu'Sineas weifaipe of thiedr entire sectioin. Children 
should be vaccinated when quite young, ainid x)Mer persons should be re- 
vacoinated every seventh year, at least This method of prevenittion 
is as cheap as it is safe and easy, when pnoperily done, witih reliable 
virus. The operation should be done by a oompetemt physician, under 
proper aseptic precautions. Reliable virue may be obtained from the 
Henry Drug Company, Louis-vllie, Kenitucky. 

In addition it is earnestly requested that the boards of health for 
each county and town perfect their organization at once and confer 
with their county courts so that arrangements may be made to stamp 
out the disease as soon as the first caise appears. Physicians should be 
on the lookout for first cases. An especial watch shouM be kept over 
teamsters, tramps and peddlers. Prompt and intelligent organization 
will save heavy expense to all counties interested, as the cost of stamp- 
ing out the disease must be borne by the county courts. 

Thie Board holds itself in readiness to give you any assistance in 
its power at any time. 

By order of the Board : 

J. M. MATHEWS, M. D., President. 

J. N. McCORMACK, M. D., Secretary. 



In spite of these admonitions, supported as tliey were 
in a great measure by tlie local health officials every- 
where, town after town and county after county were 
found unprepared to deal with the disease when if came 
to them, and thus it spread from place to place, or was 
fed by fresh importations from Cincinnati, Evansville, 
St. Louis and points in Tennessee, until nearly half the 
counties in the state have had more or less severe exper- 
ience with it. Of course there were exceptions to this 
careless and' time-serving course, in which wide-awake 
county judges and courts appreciated the wisdom and 
economy of being forehanded. In such instances first 
cases were recognized and isolated, all exposed persons 
were vaccinated without argument or ceremony, and 
kept under observation, thus protecting their own juris- 
dictions at small cost and risk, and bv the same effort 
protecting adjacent territories. 

Keports of these local outbreaks have been requested, 
and will be embraced in this publication, so far as re- 
ceived. An examination of these shows that a total of 
over 1,500 cases have been reported in the state; that 
the total cash cost for the afflicted municipalities and 
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counties was fST^OOO, and that the estimated cost fronl 
interference with business, commerce and travel to thjel 
towns and counties will foot up the enormous sum of] 
f 250,000, with many counties to hear from. 

Of course it is well known that the entire epidemic was! 
preventable and would have been prevented, had our 
reiterated admonitions been heeded. Vaccination ol 
these communities would have made an epidemic of 
small-pox an impossibility. It is also confidently believed' 
that most of the expense, to say nothing of the suffering 
and loss of life, could have been prevented had the funds 
been available for keeping our trained men in the field 
for the first two or three months, tracing out the sus- 
pects and exposed persons. 



VITAL STATISTICS. 

Attention is again called to the fact that our statute 
regulating the collection of births, marriages and deaths, 
important questions to any civilized people, is obsolete 
and wholly inoperative. Until the law is amended and 
vitalized, any compilation and publication of the returns 
would be worse than useless, as it would not only be un- 
reliable but misleading. 



r 
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

ESTATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 



REGULAR ANNUAL MEETING, OCTOBER 20,1898. 

At 3 p. m., Thursday, October 20, 1898, the Board met 
in regular annual session at the trait House, Louisville. 
Present: Drs. Bailey, Samuel, J. U. Letcher, appointed to 
succeed Dr. Kinnaird, resigned, and Dr. McCormack. 
Absent: Dr. J, M. Mathews, recently appointed to suc- 
ceed himself, and Dr. Geo. T. Fuller, appointed to succeed 
Dr. McReynolda whose term had expired. Dr. Bailey 
was elected president pro tempore, and pre8ide<i. 

The secretary read his annual report, including the 
annual financial statement, which was referred to an 
a,uditing committee compo8e^l of Drs. Samuel and 
Letcher, who, after an examination and compariann of 
same with the books and voueliers, reported that they 
were correct. The report is as follows: 



BBPOHT OF THE SECRETARY. 

The past year has been the moat active and a.nsioiiE one in the his- 
tory of the Board. With yellow fever prevaillne in the Soutii during 
the past and present Beasona in Kevwal sectloc-B whlcli are a few hours 
from lis by direct lines of travel, and with thoTiaanda of refugees flocWng 
through and into our state, the danger of Infection could not be over- 
loolred. In aildition we ba.ve bad almost constaji'tly on hand seirlouE 
epid«mics of small-pox in wldeQy aeparaited districts. 

The danger from yellow fever was mlnimiized this year by the leite 
season a.t wtiich It appeared, and by the tact that until recently it was 
confined to amaill towns and villages wlilch wer« at once cordoned with 
local non -Intercourse quarantines, wihloh prevented trains from making 
Inreoted points. Land Quarantines are necessarily defective, but, as 
rigidly conducted by the panic-stricken communities of the South, they 
at least strain and keep back the grea;ter and grosser oppoirtunltiee for 
conveying infection. 
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An inspection service wa® malnitained on all through lin^es of trv 
last yeair. Thi-s was so conducted as to offer the least Interference 
travel and commerce consistent with the proper protection of the publ 
health. One of the railroad lines made continuous attempts to 
and evade our regulations, greatly Increasing the labors ajid resi 
bilities of ooir offlcials, and, by the Increased vigilance, caused the 
plaint to be made that the Board was discriminating against this 
ticular road. In gra.tifyiing conitrast with this, the other transpo: 
lines gave us their cordial and prompt co-operation and instructed t 
employes to furnish every possible assistance to our inspectorfi. 

For reasons previously stated, an inspection service was not put ill 
operation this year, although constant watchfulness was maintaiiiedl 
and things so organized that it could be put on at a day's notice. TWil 
will result in a saving of two or three thousand dollars to the staite if' 
frost comes before the disease gains a foothold, as is confidently ex- 
pected. It is possible that cases will occur in some of the refugees who' 
reach us with the disease still in their system, but it is not believed tihat 
it could spread here this late in the season. A report of the operations 
and expense of this service last year has already been submitted to tiw 
General Assembly, as required by law, and a copy thereof is now pre- 
sented to you. 

Small 1-pox was brought to Alabama from Central America in tbe 
early part of 1897. This disease had had no wide prevalence In tlie 
South for many years, and, in consequence, a large part of the populA- 
tion, and practically all the younger negroes, was unvaccinajted. The 
disease spread rapidly to the mining regions of Alabama and Tennessee 
and reached Middlesboro and Jellico, in our state, in I>eceimber, 1897. 
The County Board of Health attempted to restrict the disease at Mid- 
dlesboro, buit the parsimony and incapacity of the city and county offi- 
cials made it impossible to prosecute this work at the opportune time, 
and the foundation of an epidemic was soon laid. 

This Board was not notified of the oondiition of affairs until Feb- 
ruary 15th, 1898. This delay was mainly due to the mild chajraeter of 
the disease, and to the fact that it was confined to negroes during all the 
early part of the epidemiic. I made several visits to the infected town, 
once accompanied by your President, and ait the outset put four of our 
sanitary inspectors at work. Within three weeks over nineteen hun- 
dred people were vaccinated, and the disease was practically under con- 
trol. At first the city authorities were disposed to render us assistance, 
but, receiving no aid or encouragement from the county court, T^rhich 
under our law is made responsible for the expense incurred in this work, 
soon refused any support, or even to feed those sick with the disease^ 
Under legal advice, warrants were issued by the County Board of Health 
in payment for food and other necessary supplies for the sick and needy, 
but with the prospect of serious litigation to enforce their collection, 
the whole work was made both difficult and impleasant. 

In order to avoid all possibility of cost the local authorities finally 
induced the U. S. Marine Hospit;al Service to inject itself into the con- 
troversy. Our inspectors were at once withdrawn, whereupon It was 
found that this national service had no authority to enter upon or act 
within our jurisdiction except under the regulations and sanction of 
this Board. In the confusion resulting, a week of valuable time was lost, 
and much of the work required to be done over again. The epidemte 
was finally stamped out by the joint action of our own and the national 
authorities, after an actual outlay of thousands of dollars, and a loss 
of tens of thousands in the derangement of business and trade, all of 
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9ilch could and shoulll have been save^d had the flrat cases been prop- 
ifrly isrilalied and cared for. 

The experience at Jellico was in eratlfying coatraet to this. The 
hflKl gajined a strong foothold there when onr Inairectora g«t 
>on the groun'd, hut the town and counity aiilhorittes at once went to 
1 perfect harmony to isolate the '^clt and vacciaaite the entire 
mmunity, and the oubbreak wa» brought under control at a very atnaH 
The good result here was liaireely due to the activity of Drs. Mosa 
1 Ftnley, of the Oounty Board, and the mayor and county Judge. 
During this time a negro contracted small-pox at Knoxvllle and 
i to Richmond before he came down with "the dilsease. As a rule 
Hick negroes do not come under the oare o( the moat competeat physS- 
■■^ans, and this case proved no exception to the rule. The diagTioslB of 
T'lll'ephant Ttch" was miade, and many curious, unbleached American citi- 
cailled in to swap opinions in r«eaird to tMs new cutaneous Aacora- 
Scveral other oaees occurred, and very many more were exposed 
K to the contagion, before the matter was brought to the attention of the 
Baiuthorities. Oounty Judge Sullivan ajid Mayor Smith at once placed 
I ample funds at the disposal of the local Boards of Health, employed one 
txperienced inspectors to supenlntend the general work of etBjnp- 
I Ing out the diaeaise. erected sick and detention hospltsila supplied with 
I oompetent phy^olans and guards, with the result that the epidemic wejs 
radicated almost without disturbance to bualness Icteresta within a 
r weeks. The prompt and Intelligent co-operation met on every 
tend here and at JelKim was indeed pleasant aftter the experience ait 
nddlesboro. 
_ In the early part of July small-pox was reported from l.Aurel and 
Clay counties. Upon the ai'rtval of our inspector it was found that a 
strolling, half-witted woman from Jackson county, broken out with, 
amall-pox, had traveled the highways from neair London to Manchester 
and back, resting ait a number of bouses on ithe way because she wae ill, 
and exposing a large number of people to the oontaeion. Neiarly sixty 
casefl contracted the disease In the two counties. In both of these coun- 
ties the action of the aiiithort ties was prompt and effective. Houses were 
haistily procured and fitted up, physicians and guards placed in charge, 
and the diseaee eradicated by the usual meHhods, with the smalleat pos- 
sible [piction and diBtupl>ance of business and travel. 

Our inapeotor followed the track of the disease back Into Jackaon 
county and found an alarming state of affairs existing there. This Is 
one of the large and remote mountain counties, and small-pox tiad pre- 
vailled there for two or three months. Probaibly not more than one per 
cent of the population had been vaccinated, and no effort whatever had 
been made to prevent lita spread, our Inspector estimating .that there 
were nearly a hundred cases in the coonty. Including those already re- 
covered. As the mortality had been very alight It had exctted no public 
interest, persons convailesclng and with abundant scabs on their persona 
going about pursuing their ordina.ry avocaMons. That there had not 
been a far greater spread of the con'iaglon oould only be ajccounted tor 
by the aparseness and limited mixing of the popiilaition. 

After a week's delay our inspector secured a meeting of the fiscal 
court, and, supported by Senator Clajk and other leading citizens, made 
an earnest appeal for funds and assistance for stamping out the epi- 
demic. A day was oonaiimed by the court In, couBldering the matter, 
when, by a unanimous vote. It refused to take any action. The county 
was at once plBiiied in rigid quarantine, guards bedng placed on every 
road leading tnito It, stopping all travel and mall at the county line. I 
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made a personal inspection of the enitire district, visiting and GDnferriiis 
with the heaKh and county officials in every adjoining county, in order 
that the quarantine mi^t be made so effective as to confine the epi- 
demic to the one county where the people did not object to it. 

Within three weeks the court reconsidered Sts action, made api»n>- 
priations for hospitals and guards, employed a physician sugigested by 
this Board to take charge of this work, and soon had the outbreak under 
control. When fully assured of this the quarantine was pixnnptly 
raised. 

These repeated epidemics have made sucih a heavy drain upon our 
small annual appropriatioii that the Board is now almost without funds. 
Almost every General Assembly which has met since the Board was 
created has increased its duties and expenses, but no suggestion lias yet 
been made by that body to increase our appropriation, whloh is the 
smallest in the United States. The limit along this line has been 
reached, and our future usefulness must be greatly curtailed unless sup- 
plied with funds with which to operate. We are now forced to decline 
many requests for assistance on this account, and are oonstanitly sub- 
jected to adverse criticism in consequence. 

Repeated outbreaks of diphtheria, scarlet fever and typhoid fever 
have been reported from nearly every section of the state, these domes- 
tic plagues never being entirely absent from our borders. Appropriate 
preventive circulars are at once sent to the local newspapers, as well 
as for free distribution in the community, and health officials, physi- 
cians and families are urged and instructed to take steps to stamp out 
the prevailing diseases. We consider this work of the greatest impor- 
tance, as any one of these diseases causes more deaths in Kelntucky 
every year than yellow fever, cholera and small^pox have caused in aU 
the history of the state. 

Texas fever in cattle and glanders in horses have appeared in a num- 
ber of counties, and anthrax has recently prevailed to a considerable ex- 
tent in a portion of Jefferson county. The state veterinarian its to be 
commended for his vigilance in looking after these interests under more 
than ordinary difficulties. He will present a report of this work during 
the meeting. 

The routine work of the Board increases in ojnount and importance 
from year to year, and it is only a question of time when it will be nec- 
essary for your executive officer to devote his entire time to the duties 
of his office. 

I herewith submit my financial statement for the past fiscal year, 
with a voucher for eadi item of expense. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FROM APRIL 1, 1897, TO APRIL 1, 1898. 

Debtor. 

To balance on hand April 1, 1897 $2632 22 

To annual appropriation 2500 00 

Total $5132 22 

Creditor. 

By payments as per itemized statement $3544 20 

By balance on hand April 1, 1898 1588 02 

Total .$5132 22 
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Itemized Stajtement. 

Salary of the Secretary $1200 00 

Printing 739 00 

Traveling expenses of members 534 55 

State Baobeiiologist and Sanitary Inspectors 435 35 

Attorneys' fees an4 costs 193 30 

Postage smA telegrams 166 91 

Salary of typewriter. 150 00 

Official supplies and furnituTe 124 84 

Total $3544 20 



The papers of Dr. Adaline Bell, a graduate of the Amer- 
ican School of Osteopathy, who was examined July 5th 
and 6th, last, w^ere carefully gone over by the full Board. 
It was found that this applicant had made a grade of 41 
in anatomy, 50 in physiology, and 25 in pathology, the 
only branches in which she was required to be examined, 
70 in each branch being the minimum grade required to 
pass. Upon motion a certificate was refused by a 
unanimous vote. 

The papers of Dr. Thos. Hunt, of Allen county, were 
also examined, and as he had failed to show competency 
in anv branch, a certificate was refused him. 

t/ 7 

After transacting some routine work with the epi- 
demic of small-pox and the threatened epidemic of yellow 
fever, the Board adjourned to meet at 8 p. m. 



The Board met pursuant to adjournment at 8 p. m. 
with President Mathews in the chair and all the other 
members attending the afternoon meeting in attendance. 
In response to notice had, Dr. G. N. Murphey, of Boiling 
Green, was present with his attorney, Mr. Zach Phelps, 
to answer charges previously preferred against him at 
the request of the Board of Regents of the Kentucky 
School of Medicine. After the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting relating to the matter, and the 
charges, Mr. Phelps asked for more specific charges and, 
after consultation, the Board decided that it considered 
the charges as preferred in the language of the statutes 
to fully meet the requirements of the law, but in order to 
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give Dr. Murphey the benefit of any reasonable doubt 
they would be made more specific. The charges were 
prepared and read to Dr. Murphey and his attorney, and 
it was agreed that copy of the charges was to be fur- 
nished to Mr. Phelps by the following day, thart: an <aii^ 
swer would be filed on or before Wednesday, October 
26th, and a final hearing had at the Gait House, at 7:30 
p. m., November 7, 1898. (The Board was enjoined in the 
Warren Circuit Court from proceeding in this matter, and 
the case is still pending in the courts.) 

The president of the Board was also directed to 
cause notice to be served on Dr. P. H. Woodall of F*!air- 
view, Franklin or Bowling Green, to appear before the 
meeting of the Board to be held November 7th, to an- 
swer charges preferred against him for alleged violation 
of the medical law and show cause why his certiflcate 
should not be revoked. (Similar injunction to the above 
was obtained in this case and it is also pending in the 
courts.) 

Adjourned. 
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 



REGULAR ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 11, 1899. 

The Board met in regular annual session at the G-alt 
House, Louisville, at 3 p. m., Tuesday, April 11, 1899. 
Present: Drs. Mathews, Bailey, Dixon, Letcher, Fuller 
and McOormack, members, and Drs. M. K. Allen, F. T. 
Eisenman, and B. W. Smock, visitors. 

The secretary presented his financial statement for 
the preceding year. Drs. Bailey and Letcher were ap- 
pointed a committee to audit the books and accounts of 
the secretary, and reported later that they had found the 
same correct. The statement is as follows: 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FROM APRIL 1, 1898, TO APRIL 1, 1899. 

Debtor. 

To balance on hand April 1, 1898 $1,588 02 

To annual appropriation for 1898-9 2,500 00 

Total $4,088 20 

Creditor. 

B}'^ payments as per itemized statement $3,612 59 

By balance on hand April 1, 1899 475 61 

Total . .^ $4,088 20 

Itemized Statement. 

Salary of the Secretary $1,200 00 

Sanitary Inspectors 848 90 

Traveling expenses of members and Secretary 799 65 

Salary of typewriter — fifteen months 187 50 

Printing 174 50 

Telegrams and express 119 99 

Office expenses, books, vaccine, etc 113 85 

Attorney's and court fees 94 20 

Postage 74 00 

Total $3,612 59 

3 



34 Biennial Report of Uie Kentucky 

Drs. Letcher, Dixon and Fuller were appointed a com- 
mittee to formulate a statement for publication in regard 
to cerebro-spinal meningitis. They presented the follow- 
ing, which was adopted: 

Whereas, The newspaper reports concerning cerebro-spinal menin- 
gitis in this and other states have been greatly exaggerated, and hence 
have unnecessajrily alarmed many of our citizens: 

Resolved, That it is the consensus of opinion, gleaned from the best 
medical authors, and from the observations of this Board In this and 
former outbreaks of the disease, that it Is very slightly, if at all, con- 
tagious. 

Resolved, That now, as at all times, all premises should be kept in 
the best sanitary condition, and that all rooms should be carefully dis- 
infected after the termination of each case. 

Resolved, That we do not think it necessary that schools should 
be dismissed or pupils kept from school. As it is a cold weajther dis- 
ease, we can reasonably hope that it will soon disappear. 



Dr. Bailey offered, and the Board adopted the follow 

Whereas, There have been a number of cases of small-pox in Louis- 
ville, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, St. Douis and other cities; and. 

Whereas, Exaggerated statements have been published in the prees 
in regard to the number of cases in Louisville, greatly to the detrimemt 
of the commerce of the city; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the State Board of Health there is 
no danger in coming to Louisville, inasmuch as the disease Is almoflt 
exclusively confined to the colored population, and the Health Depart- 
ment is extremely vigilant in the detection and isolation of cases, and 
the prompt vaccination of any parties exposed, and every case of the 
disease is at once removed to the Eruptive Hospital, five miles in the 
country. 



Dr. McCormack offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Whereas, It has come to the knowledge of this Board thart: small- 
pox is now widely prevalent in the colored population in Cincinmati, 
Louisville, St. Louis, Memphis, Evansville and other cities an-d towns 
having direct and rapid communication with a majority of the towns 
and districts of this state; and, 

Whereas, This disease has already been conveyed by such travel 
into twelve counties, and in at least three instances colored persons In 
the eruptive stage of the disease have been brought into and caa^ried 
long distances on trains and boats within this state, exposing hunidreds 
of unsuspecting passengers to contagion from this most dreaded and 
loathsome disease; and. 

Whereas, The disease has so far been confined to the colored race 
almost exclusively, largely because such a large per cent of thl» race 
is unprotected by vaccination, and the unrestricted travel of such per- 
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sons is, in the opinion of this Board, a menace to the health and lives 
of the people of this state. Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it shall be unlaiwful for any colored person, or any 
other person who has been exposed to small-pox, to leave Cincinnajti, 
L/ouisville, St. Louis, Memphis, Evansville, or any other point or place 
where small-pox now or may hereafter prevail, for any point or place in 
the state of Kentucky by any railroad train, steamboat or other convey- 
ance without a certificate of recent vaccination from the health officer 
at such point of departure; and it Is hereby made the duty of ticket 
aigents, conductors or others having charge of the transportation of pas- 
sengers to or within this state to at once tranismift to the city or county 
health olfioer at the point of destination the name and full description 
of any person violating this regulation. Any person violating this regu- 
lation is subject to arrest and prosecution when he reaches his destina- 
tion. 



Upon motion, Dr. J. M. Mathews was unanimously re- 
elected president for the next two years. Dr. J. N. Me- 
Cormack was unanimously re-elected secretary for the 
statutory term of four years. Drs. Bailey, Mathews and 
McCormack were elected as the Executive Committee of 
the Board for two years, with power to act for the Board 
during the interval of meetings. 

The secretary reported that in accordance with in- 
structions he had caused public notice to be given that 
only those diplomas will hereafter be recognized as a 
basis for certificates to practice medicine in this state 
which are issued from colleges whose minimum require- 
ments are equal to those of the American Medical Col- 
lege Association, the American Institute of Home- 
opathy or the American Eclectic Medical College Associa- 
tion, respectively. He stated, however, that in his 
opinion the rigid enforcement of the rule as to all gradu- 
ates from three-years' schools for the college years just 
ending would likely w^ork many individual hardships to 
young men from this state who had attended such schools 
without being fully informed as to our requirements, and 
who might be qualified to practice medicine. After full 
discussion of the matter the Executive Committee was 
directed to arrange for the examination of such of these 
graduates for the past college year as might present 
themselves, and to grant certificates to such of them as 
made a grade of not less than 70 in each branch of 
medicine. 

Reaffirming its action in 1891 in regard to the recog- 
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nition of medical colleges, to be indorsed as reputable 
within the meaning of the law, and whose diplomas will 
hereafter be made the basis for certificates to practice 
medicine in this state, the following schedule of minimum 
requirements was adopted: 

Each 9tud*ent applying for admission to lectiire courses will present 
to the faculty of the college: 

1. Creditable certificates of good moral character signed by two 
physicians of good standing in the state where the applicant last re- 
sided. 

2. (1) A diploma or certificate of graduation from soone reputable 
literary or scientific college, academy, high school, normal school, the 
medical student's certificate Issued by any state examining boo^rd cov- 
ering the following entrance examination: 

(2). Before admission an examination In the following branches, 
in each of which the applicant should possess, at least, the knofw^ledge 
required at the completion of one year of study in one of the schools 
before named, viz.: English grammar, arithmetic, elememtary physics, 
Umilted States hisitory, geography and Latin. One year is allowaib4e In 
which to make up defects in any one study, bu»t no student shall be 
given a certificate of attendance for such year or admitted to the second 
course until the above entrance requirements are satisfied. 

3. Colleges are free to give students who have met the entrance 
requirements credit for one year of time in the four years* course, to 
be hereinafter provided, who hold the A. B., B. S., or equivalent degree 
from reputable literarj' colleges, or who are graduates of reputable col- 
leges of dentistry, pharmacy or veterinary medicine, which require at- 
tendance upon two full courses for graduation, 

4. The following branches of medical science shall be embraced 
in the course of instruction: 1, anatomy; 2, physiology; 3, chemistry; 
4, materia medica and therapeutics; 5, theory and practice of medicine; 
6, pathology aLnd bacteriology; 7, surgery; 8, obstetrics; 9, gynecology; 
10, hygiene; 11, medical jurisprudence. 

5. The time occupied in each course shall not be less than six 
months, or twenty-six weeks, and four full courses of lectures, no two 
in the same year, shall be essential for graduation with the decree of 
Doctor of Medicine. 

G. Regular attendance during the entire lecture couTse shall be 
required, allowance being made for sickness of the student not to exceed 
20 per centum of the course. Regular examinations or quizzes will be 
made by each lecturer or professor at least once a week. ESach grad- 
ua/te must have done regular dissections during two or more courses, 
and three full courses of clinical or hospital instructions. The time of 
professional study will not be less than four full calendar years. 

7. The college must show that it has a sufficient and comjpciteiit 
corps of con^petent instructors, and the necessary equipment and facili- 
ties for teaching, including, particularly, demonstrations and clinics. 

8. Only regularly conducted and legadly chartered medical col- 
leges whose terms of admission, courses and equipments conform, to this 
schedule of minimum requirements, and the other requirements of a 
medical education which obtain as the practice of a majority .of the 
established medical colleges of the United States shall be consfdersfl 
reputable medical colleges within the meaning of the laws of Kentucky. 



\ 
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The secretary was instructed to give public notice of 
this action of the Board in advance of the beginning of the 
next college year, to the end that all students and colleges 
concerned might be fully advised as to the requirements. 

Adjourned. 



EPIDEMIC OF YELLOW FEVER. 

Office of the State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky., December 15, 1897. 

Hon. William O. Bradley, Governor. 

Sir: In accordance with the provisioms of law I have the honor to 
submit to you, and through you to the General Assembly, an itemized 
statement of expenditures made by the Board during the current year, 
from the "Contingent Fund," in preventing the introduction of yellow 
fever into the state. Although this fund was set apart by act of the 
General Assembly in 1893, this is the first time that the Board has found 
it n( cetssary to ask your consent to use any part of it. 

The Board has thought proper to append the brief reports made 
by its inspectors having charge of the quarantine work on the three 
principal lines of railroad entering the state from the South, in order 
to give an idea of the methods of the service, as well as for the value 
of some (;f the suggestions mado. 

The Executive CJommittee of the Board met the day following the 
official announcement of the yellow fever at Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
and, having its arrangements always ready for such an emergency, had 
iis inspt^ctors on all trains from the infected districts in time to 7n€et 
and examine the first refugees coming into the state. All baggage and 
personal belongings to which suspicion attached were disinfecjted with 
foi-maldebyde gas, the most efficient method known to science, and ihi* 
names and destinations, including street number, of all persons from 
infected places, were taken and forwarded to the proper local health 
authorities, and such persons were pledged to give the local authoritieis 
notice of any change of destination or residence. In this way every 
one coming into the state from infected districts was kept under ob- 
servation in such a way that he or she could be cared for in case \ellow 
fever developed, with timely and kindly care for the afflicted individual 
and safety to the community. With these precautions, and the late 
season at which the disease first appeared in the South, the Board be- 
lieved that these unfortunate people from our less favorably situated 
sister states might be received and cared for with perfect safety to our 
own citizens. 

Our inspectors were instructed to be most thorough in their disin- 
fection work, and in their search for individuals sick or especially ex- 
posed, but their instructions were equally positive as to the uniform 
kindness and courtesy to be shown to every person fleeing from pesti- 
lence coming to our borders, consistent with the proper discharge of 
their duties. It will be seen that our methods were in striking contrast 
with those In vogue in many other states, but the Board believes, after 
nineteen years' experience in this work, that an intelligent inspection 
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service of this kind gives greater security to our people than the harsh 
and inhuman prohibitions of some of our neighbors. In fact, in all the 
years of the Board's existence, it has never found it necessary to en- 
force such quaxantine reguilationis as would impose serious reBtriotions 
upon travel and commerce. 

Another phase of the quarantine question has engaged the serioos 
attention of the Board in the light of this year's experience. Because 
we received and cared for these refugees the states from which they 
came, even, as well as others, established absolute non-intercourse quar- 
antines against our state, and refused to modify their regrulations aifter 
being officially informed that only two or three cases had developed 
amongst our refugees, and that these oases had been promptly and fully 
isolated. These quarantines were ruinous to our business interests 
with this entire section of the Union while they lasted, and totally ob- 
structed travel in that direction. The consequences of shutting people 
up like rats in an infected town are terrible to contemplate, and this 
Board has heretofore refused to be a party to such a course, but in view 
of the insignificance of our business wiibh the small districts actually 
infected during epidemics, and the vastness of our commerce with the 
great South and Southwest, from W/hich these senseless quarantines ex- 
cluded us, it may become necessary for us to consider the question of 
closing our doors under similar circumstances in the fmture, however 
much we may deplore the results. 

It gives the Board pleasure to bear testimony to the fidelity and 
intelligence with which our inspectors discharged their duties during 
the epidemic. Theiy were all medical men and selected with oare, and 
came up to the full measure of our expectations, bay inspectors were 
employed in most of the Southern States, and these were to be had at 
much less expense, but this Board has always only employed medical 
men to do medical work, the reasons for doing so being so evident as 
to require no explanation. The duties were very exacting, giving little 
time for rest or sleep, to say nothing of the element of danger always 
incident to such work. 

In conclusion, the statement of expenditures is submitted, cund 
vouchers for each item of expense will be furnished to you or the proper 
committees of the General Assembly at any time. 



STATEMENT OP THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH OF EXPENDI- 
TURES FROM THE "CONTINGENT FUND" DURING THE YEL- 
LOW FEVER EPIDEMIC OF 1897: 

State Board of Health, Dr. 

To amount drawn from "Contingent Fund" $2000 00 

To amount refunded by the U. S. Hosp. Service 5 00 

Total $2005 00 

State Board of Health, Cr. 

To payment as per itemized statement $1940 10 

To amount to be covered into the treasury of the State 63 90 

Total $2005 00 
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Itemized Statement. 

To Dr. Arch Dixon, Jr., Train Inspector, 25 'days and expen-ses.. . $317 96 

To Dr. A. T. McCormack, Train Inspector, 25 dayis and expenses. 310 25 

To Dr. B. W. Smock, Train Ins-peotor, 25 days and expenses 284 15 

To Dr. E. N. Hall, Train Inspector, 17 days and expenses 217 50 

To Dr. Austin Bell, Train Inspector, 12 days and expenses 162 55 

To Dr. J. R. Wathen, Train Inspector, 11 days and expenses 130 90 

To Dr. H. H. Duke, Train Inspector, 7 days and expenses 83 75 

To Dr. J. C. Douglass, Train Insi>eotor, 7 days and expenses 80 35 

To Dr. W. W. Smith, Train Inspector, 6 days and expenises 74 65 

To Dr. H. E. Tuley, Train Inspector, 6 days and expenses 49 45 

To Dr. J. N. McCormack, four trips to Louisvillo and 1 to Cairo. . 60 00 

To Kny & Sherrer Co., dlsinfeoting apparatus and chemical®. . . 81 44 

To Henry Drug Co., disinfecting apparatus and chemicals 32 60 

To W. U. Telegraph Co., official telegrams 42 40 

To Postal Telegraph Co 10 15 

To Park City Times Pub. Co., printing 3 00 

Total $1940 10 

J. N. McCormack, m. d.. 

Secretary. 



INSPE}CTION AND DISINFECTION ON ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAIL- 
ROAD. 

By Arch Dixon, Jr., M. D. 

Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 

Dear Sir: Beginning September 13, 1897, and including October 7, 
1897, all north-bound passenger trains were carefully inspected at sta- 
tion for suspicious and developed cases of yellow fever. 

In order to make the work more complete, and, at the same time, 
to enable the authorities to keep track of all passengers from infected 
points, whose destination was any point within the state, on September 
18, the names of all such passengers, where they were from, and their 
address at point of destination were taken, and the list of same reported 
daily to Dr. W. P. White, health officer of Louisville, or other local au- 
thority. On the same date the disinfection of all baggage from infected 
towns, that had a Kentucky point for its destination, was begun. Thiis 
was accomplished with formaldehyde gas. . After tlhe baggage to be dis- 
infected had been put into a separate car, the trunks, bags, etc., all 
opened wide 'SO the gas could reach each garment, the apparatus was 
started, the car tightly closed, and kept closed until it reached Loudis- 
ville. At the same time the disinfection was started, an effort was made 
to still further perfect the work by having all north-bound trains stop 
at F^ulton, transfer all passengers to cars tihat had been disinfected — 
leaving the cars thus made empty at Pulton to be disinfected and used 
afterwards. Thiis would have prevented the entrance into Kentucky 
of all baggage and cars from infecited points that had not been disin- 
fected, and would have left only the clothes that were on the passen- 
gers as the means of conveying the contagion. This was found, how- 
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ever, not to be practical on accorunt of the great number oif oars ft 
would have required, and, In lieu of itMs, the railroad agreed not to nm 
a car into the state that had been south of Memphis. 

No oases of yellow fever or that were even suspicious were found 
during the period of inspection. The number of passemgera from inr 
fected towns coming into Kentucky after September ITth can be ob- 
tained from my daily reports to Dr. White, and now on file at the health 
office in Louisville. 

The only suggestion I would make in regard to such, work ae was 
performed at Fulton, in the event thait yellow fever should break out 
In the South another season, would be to insist on the road furnishing 
a sufficient number of cars for it to be praotioal to have only those thai 
had been disinfected come into the state, and to have all passengers 
from infected towns occupy separate cars from those from non-infected 
districts. 

Henderson, Ky., October 10th, 1894. 



REPORT ON INSPECTION AND DISINFECTION ON CINCINNATI 

SOUTHERN R. R. 

By B W. Smock, M. D. 

Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 

Dear Sir: The insi>ection of passengers and disinfeotion of ba^ge^ie 
was begun on this line September 13th, 1897. All baggage from In- 
fected districts to points in Kentucky was placed in tight cars ftncl die- 
infected by formaldehyde gas, being held at Junction City for that pur- 
pose, and forwarded to its destination on next train. All sleeiyin^ caire 
from New Orleans were fumigated at Somerset, this being deemed nec- 
essary, as they remained on the Kentucky side of the river opposite 
Cincinnati from twelve to twenty-four hours. 

I, together with Dr. W. W. Smith of Louisville, who assisted me 
for a week, boarded each and every train on the C, N. O. & T. P. R. R. 
from New Orleans. We would ascertain from the train and slee-ping'car 
oonduotors the names of passengers ticketed from or near any infected 
points. We would then interrogate such passengers as to the point 
from whi<Jh they took passage, and as to their destination, and whether 
or not they had clean bills of health. We asked them for their former 
addresses as well as their addresses for the next 12 or 15 daysi. Atb&e 
securing this information we made memoranda of the checks for bag- 
gage, and ordered it off at Junction City for fumigation. Then I telsr- 
graphed the city, town, or county health officer of their coming and the 
exi>ected time of their arrival. We were instructed to take any 8U«- 
picious cases to Louisville, where an emergency hospital had been 
erected by that city for the reception of any sick of the fever. I am 
glad to inform you that it was not my office to accompany any oa^ 
there. 

Tlie railroad officials, especially Mr. Griggs, Supt. at Somerset, iw^ne 
most courteous to us in all matters pertaining to our work. 

In making a suggestion as to the best method of dealing with tiilB 
pestilence, should we be called upon to battle with it next sumiixier, I 
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believe with Dr. Luke P. Blackburn, one of our great practical authorl- 
tlee, tbat the greatest safety lies in absolute quairantine. 

We know that yellow fever has gained a foothold In this atate In 
the past, and has prevaiiled as an epidemic as far north as Quebec, and, 
with the rapid facilities for travel, our danger will always be great dur- 
ing the prevalence of the scourge im the Soulfli, the danger being greater 
the earlier in the season it appears. 

Louisville, Ky., October 10, 1897. 



REPORT ON INSPECTION AND DISINFECTION ON THE L. & N. 

R. R. 

By A. T. McCormack, M. D. 

Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Secretary of the State Board of Health. 

Dear Sir: On receipt of instructions from you I began the insi>ec- 
tion of all trains froim the South arriving In the Bowling Green depot 
September 12, 1897. Duiing the first three days the numiber of refugees 
was ©mall, and I was able to inspect each of the seven trains thoroughly. 
On the 15th travel from infected points became greater, and it became 
necessary to place Dr. Hall on duty with me. On the 16th all trains 
on this road from south of Montgomery were discontinued except a 
special refugee train from New Orleans, which stopped at all infected 
points in Mississippi and Alabama. Although this was the only reaJly 
dangerous train on this system, it was deemed best to continue the in- 
spection of all regular trains, as some stragglers were usually found on 
them, and you placed Dr. Wathen on duty. Drs. Hall and Wathen in- 
spected all trains between Gallatin and Bowling Green, and between 
Guthrie and Bowling Green on the Memphis branch. 

The refugee train was composed of a baggage oar, coach and sleeper. 
Most of the baggage had been subjected to an alleged "fumigation" by 
the agents of the U. S. Marine Hospital Service. Their inefficient work 
was the more dangerous because it bore the ^tamp of national author- 
ity. We found it necessary to have all baggage opened and thoroughly 
disinfected. Passengers were transferred to clean coaches at Memphis 
Junction, and the infected coaches were subjected to twenty-four hours' 
fumigation with formaldehyde gas. The baggage cars were filled with 
the gas and sent on through to Louisville. None of the refugees ob- 
jected to these precautions, as they were sensible i>eople as a rule, and 
recognized their protective value to themselves as well as the public. 

This inspection and disinfection of the refugee cars and baggage 
was continued until the first of October. At that time I went to Cin- 
cinnati and found that these cars were thoroughly disinfected by the 
most approved methods under the direction of Dr. Pollard, of the 
Montgomery, Ala., Board of Health. The disinfection of baggage for 
all points in Kentucky was continued until October 7th, when cold 
weather made further precautions unnecessary. Much of the credit for 
the thoroughness of our work was due to the intelligence and zeal of 
my assistants, Drs. Hall, Wathen and Douglass. The work was made 
lighter and its results much more valuable owing to the assistance 
given by Mr. George H. Thompson, the general agent of the road at 
this place. 
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In future epidemics I would suggest that all railroads entoring: the 
state from infected districts be required to arrange for transfer of all 
passengers into clean cars at the state Hne; that infected cars be disin- 
fected there by the company under the direction of an officer of this 
Board, and that all baggage be subjected to disinfection for twenty-foar 
hours before admission, and if this can not be done, then absolujte quar- 
antine. 

Bowling Green, Ky., October 11, 1897. 



SMALL-POX REPORTS FROM COUNTIES AND CITIES. 

The following correspondence will give much valuable 
information in regard to the prevalence of small-pox in 
Kentucky, although much of it is broken and fragmentary 
and, for lack of time and other reasons, many of the local 
boards have failed to report. 

ADAIR COUNTY. 

Casey Creek, Ky., August 15, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemein: Your letter of the 11th inst. came promptly to me. 
Casey County Board has been legally notified three times, but they re- 
fuse to act. I called Dr. U. L. Taylor, of Columbia, on the 12th inst, 
and he. Dr. Hood and myself saw eighteen cases of small-pox on the 
13th. Some of them are well marked oases, while others have very 
light attacks. Was to see some of them yesterday and found them doiii^ 
well, except one little boy five years old, who, I think, is deaid thJB 
morning. 

Most of the oases are in Casey county ; the rest are in Adair near the 
Casey and Adair line. About 250 have been vaccinated. Will vaccinate 
others when virus comes. 

Yesterday I notified the Board of Health of Taylor county of some 
suspected cases at Manmsville, and Dr. Atkinson, of Campbellsvllle, 
went out there at once and found five cases. 

One Dr. * * * , of that village, says it is not small-pox. He was to 
see the cases in Casey county yesterday and pronounced them chicken- 
pox. I saw him there. He went without being called. He is telling 
the people that there is no danger of catching the disease. When told 
that the Board of Health of Taylor county had hoisted yellow flags, he 
said he would pull them down to-day. 

I telephoned Drs. Taylor, of Columbia, and Atkinson, of Oamp- 
bellsvllle, and they promised to meet me to-morrow at the Casey county 
cases. 

If at any time you deem it necessarj' to advise me in this matter I 
will accept it and thank you, too. 

Respectfully, etc., 

Z T. GABBERT. 

I live in Adair, 2 3-4 miles from the Casey county line. 



State Board of Health, 1898-9. 43 

Columbia, Ky., August 24th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Genjtlemen : The small-pox situation in Ad«ir county is practically 
unchanged. The disease is still confined to the same two families. 
Every member of one family has had it, and all but two of the other. 
The epidemic has been exceedingly mild in Adair; very severe in Casey. 
I have been fearful of a wide spread in one community, from the fact 
that the physician treated the first case for chicken-pox, and failed to 
isolate it or fiag the house. The family lives on a high and dry ridge, 
on a public road^ where there is a good spring, and I was told by the 
father that several hundreds of people had been at the house while his 
boy was sick. It will be a wonder if it does not spread. As soon as I 
heard of the situation I went there and fiagged the house, cut off travel 
along the road, and put them under as good sanitary condition as pos- 
sible. The family consisted of eight members — ithe parents and six 
children. The children have all been sick, but the parents are still 
well. The young man Withington, that gave the disease to Casey 
county, was working at Mr. Giles' in Adair, when he was taken sick. 
Young Giles, the first case in the Giles family, worked and slept with 
Withington until the eruption made its appearance on Withington. 
Withington then went to his home in Casey county, and gave the dis- 
ease to his father's whole family, and Mr. Woodrum's family, living 
near by, and it has been confined to these two families in that commu- 
nity, until Dr. Hood, the attending physician, was taken. So you see 
the connection of the disease in the two counties, and see the cause for 
wonder that it should be so mild in our county and so severe in Casey. 
The other family affected in our county lives about eight miles from the 
Giles family, and has not had, so far as I was able to find out, any com- 
munication with them. The head of the family is named Leslie Cox, 
and married a woman near Mannsville, in Taylor county. This Taylor 
county family is named Woodrum, and is, I understand, the same family 
that has small-pox in Mannsville. Mrs. Cox told me that the two 
families had been visiting back and forth regularly before the Cox 
family was taken, and after the Woodrums had been seized. Now, this 
is the best history that I have been able to get as to its origin. Young 
Withington, tbe cause of the most trouble, had the disease very lightly, 
and was confined to his room but a few days. He says he got it some- 
where in the direction of Lebanon, by sleeping with an infected person. 
Doubtless you will hear many wild and confiicting rumors, but you will 
find that these are substantially the facts. We have established a quar- 
antine in that end of the county, not a shotgun quarantine on the public 
roads, but one much more effectual. We are giving the suspected per- 
sons notice, and keeping them at home under heavy penalties. The 
shotgun quarantine on the roads stops all the best people, while the 
tramps and scalawags go round the guards, and go Where they please. 
We had just as well undertake to quarantine against red foxes and jack 
rabbits as to undertake to stop these latter classes of people. I will keep 
you advised. Let me hear from you. 

U. L. TAYLOR, M. D., Health Officer. 



Columbia, Ky., October 9, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: By your request I undertake to give you a short his- 
tory of the smaai-pox epidemic in Adair county. On August 11th, while 
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visiting at Jamedtown, Ky., I received a telephone meeeage fnmi Dr. 
W. T. Grisaam, president of the Adair Ck)unty Board, announdnc^ the fact 
that small-pox had broken out in Casey ooirnty, Just over the line from 
Adair. Soon after reaching hoone I received a message from Dr. Z. T. 
Gabbert, informing me tihat there were several suspected cases in our 
county, and asking me to oome and look after it. I immediately went, 
and, in company with Dr. Gabbert, visited all the cases in GsLBey and 
Adair counties. Up to this time the Board of Health in Caaey liad done 
nothing, and the doctor in attendance had done nothing tcfwsLrd tbe 
prevention of the spread of the disease. I found fourteen caaes of un- 
mistakable small-pox in Casey, and four casee in Adair. The oaaes In 
Adair were all light, while a considerable numiber in Casey were very 
severe. There was one case in another family in Adair county that I 
did not visit, because the physician in attendance pronounced it chicken- 
pox. He, however, soon saw the error of his way, and seconded my 
efforts heartily in suppressing the diseajse. The different members of 
these two families had been so long exposed to the contagion that no 
effort was made to separate them from the affected ones. They were 
vaccinated, but without avail. Every member in these two families 
was seized in regular order, making fourteen cajsee — eight in the Giles 
family and six in the Cox family. The greatest hindrance that we met 
with in the suppression of the disease was from persons who knew 
nothing about it, had never seen it, but who persistently denied that it 
was small-pox. Some of these persons were unfortunately phyeicicuia 
These doctors called it chicken-pox, Cuban itch, Cuban measles, and 
everything under the heavens but small-pox. The plan of quarantining 
that we adopted — ^that is, to place every suspected i)erson under heavy 
penalties to remain at home, worked admirably. It was effectual, and 
was done without cost of guards. 

The cost, in money, of the amall-pox epidemic in our county has not 
been large. The fiscal court just closed paid me one hundred dollars 
for my services as health officer for the county, and paid Dr. J. C. 
Gose fifty dollars for waiting on the Giles family. If the Cox family 
had any treatment it was by a physician living in Taylor county, who 
persistently denied that the disease was small-pox, and I suppose 
charged our county nothing. Then, I think, there was a small bill al- 
lowed to a merchant in that vicinity for supplies furnished the Cox 
family while they were under quarantine. Casey county did not fare 
so well. The fiscal court in that county allowed claims growing out 
of small-pox, aggregating $1,100, and Ruasell county's claims for her 
epidemic was four or five hundred dollars, and they are not yet done. 

If the services of myself and the other members of the local Board 
have been satisfactory we would like to have the appointment again. 

Hoping that this report is satisfactory, I am 

Yours, 
U. L. TAYLOR, M. D., County Health Offtoer. 



Columbia, Ky., October 16, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: We have another outbreak of small-pox in our county; 
this time the west end, and there are twelve or fifteen cases. The in- 
vasion was in this way, as I learned from the afflicted families: A man 
named John Franklin, living near Boston, Ky., had been up about 
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Frankfort, on business connected with the peniitentiary ; haxi been set 
art; liberty, and on hi-s return home contrajcted smaill-pox. He infected 
his own family, and after they were sufficiently recovered, but befope 
they were well, he visited his relations in this county. He gave it to 
his father's family, and the physician, who attended them, living alt 
Camp Knox, in Green county, pronounced it small-pox, but advised to 
say nothing aJbout it for fear of a panic in the neighborihood. That was 
in July. The Health Board of this county were not notified; no small- 
pox signals were displayed; no quarantining was done, and, of course, 
all the relations flocked in to see the sick. In due time some of the 
relatives were seized, and it gradually spread till I received notice last 
Saturday morning. I found In the neighborhood one desperately bad 
case— I think a fa;tal one — and about a dozen others in a mild form. I 
found three others in a new family, with all the premonitory ssnmptomB, 
but the eruption had not made its appearance. I found that they had 
been visitin/g the infected families, and were really expecting to take 
small-pox. I placed the neighborhood under rigid quarantine, and it 
may spread no further. If the doctor above alluded to had done his 
duty in the premises, tlie trouble might have been confined to the first 
afflicted family. The county court are seconding my efforts, and doing 
everything in their power to assist in the suppression of the trouble. 

I will keep you advised in regard to the matter. I will watch it 
closely. 

Respectfully yours, 

U. L. TAYLOR, M. D., Health Officer. 



ANDERSON COUNTY. 

Lawrenceburg ,Ky., August 2, 1899. 

State BoaiTd of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: We ihave in our city some cases that we are undecided 
as to the diagnosis. We have had cases of ohicken-pox here for the 
last five or six months, but a case has developed that resembles small- 
pox. What had we better do in the matter? We are only fourteen miles 
south of Frankfort, and have, as far as possible, cut off all communica- 
tion for there until yesterday, when our county judge refuses to give us 
any furtiher assistance. 

Yours respectfully, 

C. A. LEATHERS, M. D., 

President County Board of Health. 



Lawrenceburg, Ky., October 7, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: As we have rid our county of small-pox, I desire to 
submit you the following report: That on August 5th there were four 
oases discovered in our city, and we at once established a pesthouse, 
and also a house of detention. There were in peethouoe fourteen cases, 
and in houise of detention there were thirty-seven persons detained, 
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and out of those nine took the disease. The total cost to the county 
amounts to $1,985, besides a loss of almo^ 50 per cenit in all bufrinew 
lines within our city during the epidemic. Inclosed find newspaper 
clipping, which will give you a fuller description: 

WORST OVER. 

It is now believed that we have seen our last ca«e of small-pox in 
Lawrenceburg for this time. Dr. C. M. Paynter, who has been the 
physician in charge at the camp, has returned to town for the purpose of 
resuming his regular practice, and says that it will not be necessary for 
him to go to the camp again. There have been under his care fourteen 
cas^s. On August 5th the camp was esttabllshed, and four oases were 
taken out, as follows: Norris Elsie, Will Burke and wife and daughter, 
Katie, the last three named being colored. On August 9tSh CornediUB 
Thurman. the 11-months-old child of Thos. Thurman, colored, was 
found to have the disease, and, in connection with Its parents, was taken 
to the camp. The following is a list of the suspects that were stricken 
after being taken out of town: Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Young and children, 
Alice, Charley and Ben, had the varioloid; another child had smaJl-pox; 
Thos. Thurman had small-pox. On August 20th Charley Martin, who 
took the disease at Tyrone, was removed to the camp. The baiby of Mr. 
and Mrs. Young, upon whom vaccination never took, and about wliom 
grave fears were entertained, escaped without taking the disease ait all. 
There are now at the camp Judge and Mrs. S. P. Martin, who were taken 
there as suspects, their son, Charley, and Thos. Thurman, wife and 
child. All the others have been discharged. It is a matter of congratu- 
lation that we have not suffered a single death from the malady. It is 
believed that the disease was brought here by Will Keene, colored, from 
Louisville. The first case in town was Noblest Alcorn, colored, son of 
Rev. G. W. Alcorn. Nelson, Mabel and George Keene, and John Mar- 
shall and two children, all colored, had the disease in town, and were 
well before the camp was established. — Anderson News. 

Yours very respectfully, 

C. A. LEATHERS, M. D., 
Chairman Board of Health, Anderson County. 



BARREN COUNTY. 

Glasgow, Ky., August 4, 1899. 

State Board of Health. Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Our supposed case of small-pox near Temple Hill must 
have been chicken pox, as there has been no other case after a lajMse 
of three weeks. The case was isolated and the usual precautions taken 
to prevent the disease from spreading. I think there will be no cost 
to the county arising from its management. 

Respectfully, 

J. S. LEECH. M. D., 

County Health Officer. 
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BELL COUNTY. 

Bowling Green, Ky., July 1, 1898. 
Dr. J. N. MoCorroaick, Secretary: 

Dear Sir: I have the honor of Buhmitting the following report on 
the small-pox epidemic at Middlesboro: 

The disease was introduced into Middlesboro hy a refugee negro 
miner from Birmingham, Ala., in the early part of November, 1897. The 
first cases occurred in a thickly settled negiro disitrict, were very mild in 
character, and the diseaise spread remarkably slowly. When Drs. Rob- 
ertson and Curd, of the Bell County Board of Health, first saw and 
diagnosed the disease as small-pox there were some fifteen or sixteen 
cases in several different sections of thie town and numerous exposures. 
The Bell county officials refused to furnish any money for the suppres- 
sion of the epidemic, and the local Board very properly refused to act 
without funds. At last the city authorities were aroused to the grav- 
ity of the ^ituation, and furnished some money. With this a pest- 
house was built of sufficient capacity to accommodate about fifteen per- 
sons. When I first went to Middlesboro there were twenty-two negroes 
in the pesthouse. Of these two died afterward. Besides these there 
were some thirty cases in town. The city authorities then agreed to 
build a new pesthouse to accommodate sixty persons. This was built, 
but never used on account of its inaccessibility. It was at this time 
that I was ordered to return to Middlesboro with Assistant Inspectors 
Bell and Smock. The county health officer, Dr. Blair, also reported to 
Middlesboro, where he remained actively a/t work for a couple of months. 
The city authorities furnished police, inspectors, a medical vaccinating 
corps, guards, etc. Dr. Bell was made chief of the vaccinating corps, 
and to his painstaking and thorough work is due much of the succeeis 
of our work. We secured a row of unoccupied houses and isolated and 
guarded all who showed symptoms of the disease. Suspects and those 
exposed were quarantined in their houses, and these were visited once 
or twice daily by Dr. Blair or Dr. Smock. During the time we had 
charge there were 169 cases and no deaths; 1,968 persons were vac- 
cinated, and all of these were revisited and revaccinated when neces- 
sary. The town was strictly quarantined from the day of our arrival, 
and no sick person escaped during that time. All houses from which 
the infected had been removed were disinfected, or, where this was 
impossible, they were burned. 

Under your orders of March 14th, Dr. Weirtenbaker, of the Marine 
Hospital Service, was shown through the pesthouse, and reported to the 
surgeon-general that the situation was under control, and that he would 
leave on the next day, unless otherwise ordered. A number of citizens 
who had given us little or no aid during our hard work consulted and 
reconsulted the Service sufgeon, and, inspired either by his talk or their 
dreams of government pelf, they kept the wires hot with messages ap- 
pealing for government assistance. Under your order of the 14th of 
March we withdrew from Middlesboro. For several days after that the 
sick were without food or attention, owing to the lack of authority on 
the part of the government officers. On the 16th you wired acceptance 
of their offer to furnish men and money to control the epidemic under 
the direction of Dr. L. L. Robertson, chairman of the Bell County Board. 
In the meantime the epidemic had gained a foothold, which it took 
the government officials several weeks to overcome. 

I append the report of the surgeons in charge of the work for the 
service, which takes up the history of the epidemic where I leave off, 
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and the subaequent correspondence between the State Board and the 
surgeon-general of the Marine Hospital servloe In regard to the unau- 
thorized acts of the latter and his a8si<atant8. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. T. MoCORMACK, M. D., 

Chief Sanitary Inspector. 



REPORT ON WORK OF THE SERVICE IN SUPPRESSING THE 
EPIDEMIC OF SMALL-POX AT MIDDLBSBORO, KY. 

On March 10, 1898, I received a request from the Congressional rep- 
resentatives from Tennessee and Kentucky for aid In suppredaeing the 
outbreak of small-pox at and in the vicinity of Middleeboro, Ky. As the 
State Board of Health had been In control of sanitary affairs up to this 
date, and as at a later dtate there was some dissatisfiaotion expressed by 
an oflacer of the State Board in regard to the Service attitude at Middlee- 
boro, I publish herewith the entire correspondence on the subject: 

House of Representatives, ) 

Washington, D. C, March 10, 1898. \ 

Sir: Herewith I send you a telegram just received by me from John 
G. Fitzpatrick, Esq., mayor of Middlesboro, Bell county, Ky., as to the 
small-pox situation at said place. The situation is a very grave one. 
All Southeast Kentucky, East Tennessee, and Southwest Virginia sure 
Involved, or liable to be, and neither the municipal, county or state au- 
thorities are able to control the epidemic. I ask your immediate con- 
sideration and such assistance as you can extend. Middlesboro, Ky., 
seems to be the center of the district in which the disease is now ra^n^. 

Very respectfully, 

DAVID G. COLSON, M. C. 
Surgeon General Marine Hospital, Washington, D. C: 

I fully concur in the above. Small-pox is spreading in my district 
I ask for immediate action. 

W. P. BROWNLOW, M. C, 

First Tennessee. 

(Inclosure.) 

Middlesboro, Ky., March 10, 1898. 

This telegram received from J. N. McCormack, Secretary State Board 
of Health: "Unless city or county. can arrange, will be forced to release 
you and local Board from duty, stop all trains and advise adjoining couBr 
ties to protect themselves." County refuses aid; city has no funds. Can 
Federal aid be had? Ascertain and answer. 

J. G. FITZPATRICK, Mayor. 

Hon. D. G. Colson, M. C. 



In compliance with this request, P. A. Surg. C. P. Wertenbaker was 
ordered to proceed at once to Middlesboro, Ky., and report upon the 
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situation at tha4; place, and the following telegram was sent to the sec- 
retary of the State Board of Health of Kenitucky: 

Washington, D. C, March 11, 1898. 

Upon request of Kentucky and Tennessee Representatlveis, have or- 
dered P. A. Surg. C. P. Wertenbaker to report on small-pox situation at 
Middlesboro, in its interstate aspect. Wire if Bureau can aid you. 

WYMAN, Surgeon-Greneral. 



REPORT OF PASSED ASSISTANT SURGEON WERTENBAKER. 

Middlesboro, Ky., March 14, 1898. 

Forty-nine cases vario'la here in penthouse and twenty^three sus- 
pects; 400 suspects quarantined at their homes. Population, 4,200. One 
hundred and sixty-nine cases since February 28th. Two new cases yes- 
terday. Disease declared epidemic in city March 4th. Oity quaran- 
tined; none allowed in or out. Dr. A. T. McCormack, chief state sani- 
tary inspector, with four assistants in control, and states that State 
Board is able to control epidemic, expecting to force county to furnish 
fund's. Citizens' Committee, headied by mayor, protest that city is with- 
out funds, and the county refuses to make appropriation. In meantime 
patients are without food. Citizens' Committee have wired Board of 
Health and governor asking that government be requested to render 
assistance, which chief inspector says Board will not do. Under circum- 
stances do not see that? Service can do anything. I will leave to-morrow 
moming^rejoining Wilmington, unless otherwise ordered. 

WERTENBAKER. 
Surgeon-General Marine Hospital Service. 



Washington, D. C, March 14, 1898. 

Are measures taken sufficient to protect Tennessee and Virginia? 
Wish report on prevalence of disease in these two states in that general 
neighborhood. Answer and await instructions. 

WYMAN, Surgeon-General. 

P. A. Surg. C. P. Wertenbaker, United States Marine-Hospital Service. 



Middlesboro, Ky., March 14, 1898. 

The following telegram has been received by the Citizens' Commit- 
tee: "J. R. Sampson and others: Your telegram received. After con- 
sultation with the Governor of Kentucky, I authorize Dr. Wertenbaker 
to take charge, if the Federal government will defray expenses. There 
is no money in our treasury and no law to appropriate any for this pur- 
pose. Signed, J. M. Mathews, President State Board of Health." 

A telegram has just been received by the chief inspector from Mc- 
Oormack, Secretary of State Board, recalling all State Board officers. 
This will leave the situation absolutely unprotected. If authority in 
Miathews' telegram is sufficient, I recommend that I be authorized to 
take charge to-night, and request that camp equipage train be oi-dered 

4 
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to report to me at onoe. Pleaae authorize neoesaary immediaite ex- 
penditures for provisions, g^uards, etc In Teniiessee tihere are fifty- 
nine cases at nineteen points. Albright, Secretary Tenn ooooo Boak 
of Health, authorizes statement that all are under control. Have hesri 
of no cases in Virginia in this neighborhood. 

WBRTE3NBAKER. 

Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service. 



Washington, D. C, March 14, 1898. 

Notify at once chief inspector, also Secretary McGormack; you have 
not been authorized to take control, and state officers should not be re- 
called. Tbe government's interest is in protecting other states, and no- 
where is the whole expense borne by the government. Every munici- 
pality should have enough pride in itself to suppress this ordinary con- 
tagious disease. In Alabama, where there were no municipal fundi^ 
the citizens raised funds. Will wire to-morrow. Keep me posted. 

WYMAN, Surgpeon-GemeraL 

P. A. Surg. C. P. Wertenbaker, M. H. S. 



Middlesboro, Ky., March 14, 1898. 

Wired McCormack on receipt of your message, as directed. Chief 
inspector and assistants left within an hour after receipt of orders, 
which directed them to leave at once, the message being doubtless sent 
by McCormack on receipt of copy of Mathews' message to dtizens' CJom- 
mittee. Local Board of Health in charge. County Judge decided to- 
night that county had no funds and no law for appropriating funds for 
such purposes. Will keep you informed. 

WERTENBAKER. 

Surgeon -General Marine-Hospital Ser\'-ice. 



Frankfort, Ky., Marcfi"14, 1898. 

State Board of Health withdrawn from Middlesboro; county refuses 
to appropriate money; to-morrow last day of session, and doubtlesB no 
appropriation can be gotten through. Fitzpatrick telegraphs 70 cases; 
400 suspects; nothing with which to feed them. Act of Congress not In 
library, and I do not know what the law allows. Am told Surgeon-Gen- 
eral of the United States may be appealed to to take charge immedi- 
ately. If such can be done, request him in my name to take oharge. 



Hon. D. G. Col son, M. C, 

Washington, D. C. 



W. O. BRADLEY, Governor. 



Frankfort, Ky., March 15, 189S. 

I asked the legislature for appropriation, but it adjourned without 
action. 

W. O. BRADI^EY, Governor of Kentucky. 
Hon. D. G. Colson, M. C, 

Washington, D. C. 
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Middlesboro, Ky., March 15, 1898. 

Middlesboro has 3,500 people dependeDit fofr fiupport on wages of 
iRTorking people. . . . 

People poor; business suspended; requiest your Immediate assistance. 

J. G. FITZPATRICK, Mayor. 
Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service. . 



Washington, D. C, March 16, 1898. 

Request from governor through Representative Colson for Service 
to take charge. Assume that this Is in accordance with Board's wishies; 
if not, advise. Will furnish medical oflaoers, aJttendants, guards, in- 
spectors, and attend to vaccination and disinfection. Will expect local 
authorities to care for poor not sick and furnish aJl suhsistenoe so far 
as possible, funds having been raised, iacoording to mayor. 

WYMAN, Surgeon-General. 
J. M. Mathews, 

President State Board of Health, Douisville, Ky. 



Bowling Green Depot, Ky., March 16, 1898. 

Board asks you to aid and co-operate imder our regulations. We 
accept heartily if this is your proposition. 

McGORMACK, 

Secretary Staibe Board of Health. 

Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service. 



Washington, D. C, March 17, 1898. 

Will render the aid mentioned in telegram to president of Board 
yesterday, as aid and co-operation under your regulations. All ex- 
penditures, however, must be supervised and accounted for by our own 
officer, who has been directed to confer with your representative and: 
work iin harmony. 

WYMAN, Surgeon-General. 

Secretary State Board of Health, 
Bowling Green, Ky. 

As stated above, on the 10th of March, 1898, P. A. Surg. C. P. Wer- 
tenbaker was ordered to proceed from Wilmington, N. C, to Middles- 
boro, Ky., to investigate and report on the situation. The following is 
his report: 



SMALL-POX AT MIDDLESBORO, KY. 

Middlesboro, Ky., March 14, 1898. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to telegraphic 
orders, Surgeon-General's OflSce, March 10, 1898, I arrived here last 
evening at 8 o'clock. This morning, accompanied by Dr. A. T. Mc- 
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Cormack, chief state sanitary inspector, who, with four assistants, is in 
control here, I visited the peathouse and found 49 cases otf vajiodk and 
23 suspects. There are also 400 suspects quarantined at their homea 
The first case occurred in October, 1897, and was imported from Bi^ 
mlntgham, Ala. The State Board of Health took cfharge of the epidemie 
on February 28, 1898, declaring the disease epidemic, and fiinoe that 
time there have been 169 cases and 2 deaths to this date, 34 ol the cases 
being white and 135 negroes, one of the latter being a child one day old, 
the eruption appearing at the same time on mother and child. T^ie 
population numbers about 4,200. and consists chiefly of the employes of 
the furna-ces and a tannery, and miners, who live in the town and work 
in the adjoining mines. Nearly, if not quite, half the population are 
negroes. The town has been absolutely quarantined since February 
28th, no one being allowed either to enter or leave it Sixten guards, 
one day and one night, guard each of the eight roads leadlm^ to the 
town, and no tickets are allowed to be sold either to or from the town, 
and practically there is no travel. Since the Board of HeoJith took 
charge 1,960 people have been vaccinart^ed, and forcible yacdnation is 
Still progressing. The occasion for the request for an officer of the 
Marine-Hospital Service was as follows: Mlddlesboro was a "boom 
town," started some ten years ago, and several million dollars were in- 
vested here in various enterprises. In two or three years the "boom"' 
collapsed and left the town stranded with a heavy debt. When this epi- 
demic came it found the town without a dollar in the treaaiiry. The 
place is practically owned by two or three companies, and eveirybody 
works on a salary. These companies paid up their taxes in advamce, 
and all having been expended, there were no other funds for the city to 
draw on. 

The county, which is also heavily in debt, has been haggling with 
the city in regard to an appropriation, but none has been made. The 
city scrip is worthless, and the grocer who has been furnishing the sap- 
plies refuses longer to accept it. The physicians and guards are prac- 
tically getting no pay. Under these circumstances the State Board 
of Health threatened to withdraw all guards and physicians, and quar- 
antine the entire county, unless the county provided funds to oare for 
the epidemic. In the presence of this threat the mayor requested thai 
an officer of the Service be sent to investigate, trusting that the govern- 
ment would come to their aid financially, if not otherwise. I am in- 
formed by Dr. McCormack, chief sanitary inspector, who Is a son of the 
secretary of the State Board, and who is acting for him here, that the 
disease is under control, and that the State Board is entirely able to 
care for it, it being the determination of the Board to force the county 
to provide funds. To-day the patients are without food. A committee 
of citizens met and discussed the matter, and have wired the sttuation 
to the governor and the State Board, asking them to request the asalat- 
ance of the government. Chief Inspector McCormack informs me that 
the Board will not make such a request, claiming that it is able to handle 
the situation itself. Under these cironmstanoes I do not see that the 
Service can do anything further in the matter. There are a few cases 
of variola at Jellico, Ky., but Dr. McCormack informs me that they an 
under control and thoroughly isolated. Numerous little towns and vil- 
lages within a radius of twenty miles have instituted "shotgun" quaran- 
tines, and will allow no one to enter or leave them, though they have no 
small-pox in them. Among these places may be mentioned PlneTllle, 
Ky., Cumberland Gap. Morristown, Greenoville, Limestone, JoneafxHX) 
and Tazewell, all in Tennessee. Some of these places will not alllow 
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any one to get off the train. While en route to this place I had to delay 
several hours in Knoxville, and called on the city physician and met 
several at the prominent business men. I am informed that in Knox- 
ville there have been sixteen cases of variola slntoe I>eoember 14, 1897, 
and thirty suspects; that there are now five cases in the pestboat. which 
is anchored out on the river above the city. I am informed that the 
disease is under control of Knoxville, and no further danger is feared 
except from reinfection. 

Respectfully yours, 

C. P. WERTBNBAKER, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., on Special Duty. 

Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service. 

At the request of the president and secretary of the State Board 
of Health of Kentucky, of the governor of the state, and of the member 
of Congress from the district including Middlesboro, for national aid in 
suppressing the epidemic of small-pox prevailing In Middlesboro and 
vicinity, P. A. Surg. C. P. Wertenbaker, who had been ordered on 
March 10th to investigate and report on the situation, was directed, on 
March 17th, to confer and co-operate with the state authorities by fur- 
nishing inspection, vaccination, and diainfection service. 

Middlesboro, Ky., March 24, 1898. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report on the opera- 
tions of the Service at this place: 

Upon receipt of your telegram on the afternoon of March 17, 1898, 
directing me to assume control of the operations of the Service at this 
point, I held a consultation with the representative here of the State 
Board of Health (Dr. Robertson), and outlined a plan of action for the 
suppression of the epidemic of small-pox here. I employed five in- 
spectors and started them at work making a thorough inspection of the 
city, vaccinating all persons that had not been successfully vaccinated. 
I also employed twenty-flve guards. Not being able to secure the camp 
train, it became necessary to look around for some house capable of 
being used as a hospital. I was fortunate in securing one that was 
originally built for a boarding house, containing ten rooms up stairs 
and five large rooms on the first floor. It was occupied at the time as 
a boarding place, and I had to pay the proprietor $50 to move out; but 
as it was the only available place to be found it was considered best to 
do this. The house is located in the outskirts of the dty, about a mile 
from the center; is isolated and well adapted for the purpose. It had to 
be completely fitted out, as it contained, after the boarding-house keeper 
moved out, only a cooking stove and twelve chairs, which I bought of 
the keeper. By hard labor we got the house fitted up, and moved into it 
ninety-one persons from the former pesthouse, which was located in a 
thickly settled part of the city and adjoined the detention camp, and 
th.ere were no adequate means of keeping ithe patient® and suspects 
apart. The Service was then organized under six divisions, as follows: 
Headquarters, inspectors, guards, disinfecting division, suspect camp 
and small-pox ihospital. 

SMALL-POX HOSPITAL. 

The small-pox hospital corps consists of Dr. W. C. Duke in charge, 
nurses, cooks, attendants, etc. An ambulance has been secured, and is 
kept near the hospital, and is sent in whenever needed for a patient. 
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SUSPECT CAMP. 

The suspect camp consists of a row of wooden houses, twelve in 
number, adjoining a row of four houses that were formerly uaed aA a 
amall-pox hospital. This camp is in charge of Dr. W. N. Shoemaker, 
and has the usual corps of attendanits. At both the smaH-pox hospital 
and suspect oamp the physicians in charge remain in each, respectively, 
and the physician oif the small-pox hospital is quarantined and not al- 
lowed to leave the place. Both the camp and hospital are supplied with 
tents fumi^ed by the State Board of Health, and are used as baithing 
and disinfecting tents. Patients discharged from the hospital are giyen 
a bath, followed by a bichloride of mercury bath (1-2000), and then a 
bath in fresh water. The clothes are washed in a solution of bichloride 
of mercury (1-800) and dried. The same precautions are taken with sus- 
pects admitted and disoharged from the suspect camp. All suEq^ects are 
vaccinated on admiission. Suspects are detained sixteen days. 

INSPECTOR'S DIVISION. 

Under the direction of Chief Inspector Dr. Samuel Bladr, the city 
has been divided into five districts, and an inspector assigned to ecu^h. 
They report at headquairters at 9 a. m. and between 5 and 6 p. m. They 
make a house-to-house inspection, examining all persons, vaccinating 
all who have not been protected, and in the event of the refusal of any 
one to be vaccinated, the name of each person so refusing is semt in to 
headquarters, where they are turned over to the city authorities, where 
the option is given them of being vaccinated or being sent to jail, and 
in the latter event they are vaccinated as soon as they enter, under a 
law requiring all inmates of jails to be vaccinated. Any case of small- 
pox, or suspicious case of disease, is at once reported by telephone to 
headquarters, and the chief inspector is directed to visit and report on 
the case. Should the case prove to be small-pox the ambulance is sent 
at once to remove it to the hospital. Another ambulance, conneoted 
with the suspect camp, is kept to bring suspects and thedr bedclothing 
to the camp, this clothing being disinfected before being used. 

GUARDS. 

The guard consists of a chief and assistant chief and twerity-flve 
privates, guarding the small-pox hospital, the suspect camp, the depot 
and the four principal roads leading into the city, for at the present time 
the city is in quarantine, and no one is allowed to go in or out except 
upon a permit signed by myself and Dr. Robertson. The chiefs of guard 
are on duty for twelve hours each daily; the guards at the camp and hos- 
pital are relieved every eight hours, while those at the depot have a 
twelve-hour tour of duty. These guarding the roads are on from 6 a. m. 
to 10 p. m. The chiefs are required to accompany each relief and put the 
men on duty, and also to inspect the post of each guard at least onoe 
during his tour of duty. As the guards are much scattered, the chief 
is furnished a horse. The guards are armed with Springfield rifles bor- 
rowed from the local military company, and the presence of a guard 
with a rifle on his shoulder is very effective in keeping order. 

DISINFECTING DIVISION. 

This division Is under the charce of Acting Assistant Surgeon Por- 
ter. Two autoclaves, with carboy of formalin, have been received from 
New Orleans for use in this division. Sulphur disinfecting outfit, oon- 
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siflting of pots, tube, etc., have been purchased. Bichloride in barrels, 
-with fopoe pump and hose, has also been secured, and thie division is at 
'work. Two wagons are required to transport the outfits from house to 
house, Bind the work will be pressed as rapidly as possible. A map of 
tlie city, with each Infeoted house marked on it with red ink, has been 
made, and as each new caise appears the house is marked on the map, 
and is diainiflected as soon as possible. There its much work for this 
divisdon to do, ats there are many infected houses. Those houses that 
can not be disinfected will be reported to the local authorities with the 
request that they be burned. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

I have secured coanfortable offices, centrally located, for administra- 
tive work. I have had a telephone put in, which enables us to com- 
municate with (the small-pox hospital, the inspectors, and other parts 
of the dty. The work now being systematized, and ithe raw material 
being gradually worked into shape, we are moving along easily and 
effectively. The disease has been so widespread, and the methods used 
so ineffectual, that it is hard to predict when the epidemic will be under 
control. Confidence has been restored among the people, who are now 
looking forward hopefully to an early termination of their trouble. 

Respectfully yours, 

C. P. WERTENBAKER, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., Commanding. 

Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service. 



Middlesboro, Ky., Maroh 28, 1898. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the situation here is rapidly 
improving, and that the epidemic is under control. Only two oases have 
developed since March 22, and for the past six days no case has devel- 
oped. Isolalticn of cases and suspects and di^nfect^on of houses and 
clothing have been prompt. 

The disinfecting division is now at work disinfecting houses that are 
suspicious, houses in which cases of small-pox had occurred previous 
to the arrival of the Service, and which have been unoccupied since. 

The Inspection service has been thorough, and for the past five days 
has been directed particularly to the infeoted district, which is occupied 
chiefly by negroes, but no case of small-pox has been found. 

There are thirty-two cases in the small-pox hospital this morning, 
a good many of which will be discharged within the next few days. 
There are twenty-three suspects in the detention camp this morning; 
a majority of them will have covered their period of detention this 
week. 

I think that the quarantine of the city, which was put on by the 
State Board of Health on February 28, 1898, can be raised by Monday, 
April 4, 1898, and all guards, except those for the small-pox hospital and 
detenition camp, be discharged. * * * 

Respectfully yours, 

C. P. WERTENBAKER, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Surgeon-General Marine^Hospital Service. 
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MlddleaboTO, Ky., April 7, 1898. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the fallowing report on the small- 
pox situation in this city: 

In the smali-pox hospital there remain 19 cases; in the detentMci 
camp, 14. Since the last report (March 28, ultimo) 5 new cases of smflU- 
pox have develoi)eid, 2 of which were in the detention caimp. The last 
case occurred yesterday. 

It was thought best to continue the quarantine of the dty until 
another thorough house-to-house inspection could be made, and uivm 
the work of disinfection of all known infected houses could be oomipletocL 
The 300 tubes of virus telegraphed for upon my arrival April 4 oeme 
yesterday, and another inspection of the city was begun. Thi« will be 
finished this week, as will also the work of disinfection. 

In my opinion, quarantine may be safely raised on Monday, April 11, 
and I have communicated with the State Board of Health, through tts 
representative here, to that effect. By that time the detention camp can 
be abandoned, the quarantine guards dismissed, and our force reduoed 
to those necessary for the care of the three or four patients nemadntog 
in ^he small-pox hospital. Unless other cases develop these few can be 
transferred to the county pesthouse, if orders to that effect ai^ received 
from the Bureau, and the Service affairs here can be brought to a close 
on the 12th or 13th Instant. 

« « « « « 4i 

Very respectfully, 

HILL HASTINGS, 
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service. 



Mlddlesboro, Ky., April 15, 1898, 

Sir: I have the honor to respectCuUy submit the followin'g report 
of the work of the Service in suppressing the epidemic of smaU-pox in 
this city: 

A brief resume of the course of the epidemic before the Service took 
charge may not be inappropriate. The first case of small-pox in this 
city developed in the latter part of Novemiber. No accurate knowled^ 
can be obtained as to the date of occurrence or whence it came. It is 
thought to have come from Birmingham, Ala. From this the diseeae 
spread among the negroes and lower class of white people. OwlncT to 
its mildness and the doubts that existed as to its being small-poz, no 
active steps to prevent the spread of the disease were taken at fiist 
Many cases would recover without medical attention. After small-pox 
had become epidemic the city and county health officials undertook to 
stamp out the disease. As there was no pesthouse established, the 
oases, with those who had been exposed, were gathered together in a 
row of vacant houses, vaccination of the Inhabitants, estimated at 3,000, 
was begun, and quarantine of the city was declared by the State BMurd 
of Health. When the resources of the city and county were exhausted, 
the State Board of Health was applied to for relief. Vaccination inapeot- 
ors were sent and the vaccination of the inhabitants was thoroughly 
done as long as the inspectors remained. But the state authoritiefir re- 
fused to bear the expense of the epidemic. An appeal was then made 
to the Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service. P. A. Surg. 
C. P. Wertenbaker was directed by telegraphic orders, dated March 10, 
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to prcxjeed to MMdlesboro and to report on tlie aituatixm. On the 17tih 
instant, at the request of the State Board of Health, Dr. WertenbaJker 
was dlreoted by this Bureau, to co-operate with the Board of Health, 
through its represen'tative. Dr. L. L. Robertson, in stamping out the 
small-pox, and took charge of Government measures. There were then 
89 oases of small-pox and 56 suspects. The number of cases that had 
occurred previous to this was estimated at 100 to 150; only 2 «atal cages 
had occurred. As rapidly as possible isolation of the suspects was ac- 
complished. The small-pox cases were transferred to a large building 
that was secured for a hospital, and Dr. C. W. Duke, of Memphis, Tenn.., 
who had been trained in Service methods in previous epidemic work, 
was made reeldenit physician. A suspect camp was at once established, 
with Dr. W. N. Shoemaker, of Birmingham, Ala. (who was also famlHar 
with Service methods), as resident physician. A disinfecting corps was 
organized, and the work of disinifectlon of all known Infected houses 
was begun under the supervision of Acting As^t. Surg. Ira W. Porter. 
A thorough force of guards was organized to oanry out the quarantdnie 
proclamation of the Statte Board of Health and to guard the small-pox 
hospital and suspect camp. A house-to-house inspection of the dty 
was made and repeated until the epidemic was at an end. To facili- 
tate the transaction of business with neighboring states, quarantine 
passes were given to those who were successfully vaccinated and were 
free of infection. 

After the Service took control 7 cases of small-pox in all were found 
(one of these occurred in the suspect camp) and 14 suspects were placed 
in camp. The last case developed on April 6. Previous to the separa- 
tion in separate camps of suspects from small-pox cases 7 suspects were 
taken with small-pox. The infected houses, 97 in number, were disin- 
fected by 1-800 solution of bichloride of mercury, and all clothing and 
household goods were soaked in solution of the same strength. Mat- 
tresses, pillows, and thick quilts were burned. Except in a few in- 
stances, it was impossible to disinfect with sulphur or formaldehyde, 
as the infected houses were not close enough for gaseous disinfection. 
As directed by telegraphic orders of the 2d instant, I relieved Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Wertenbaker on April 5. The methods already put 
in operation were contdnued. A final house-to-house inspection was 
made, of which the result is shown by E3xhibit A. The detention camp 
was abolished on April 9, after discharge of the last suspect. The dis- 
infection of the remaining infected houses was finished on April 11, and 
the quarantine was raised and guards dismissed on the same day. The 
schools, which had been dlosed for two months, were allowed to begin, 
aifter inspection of the children and revaoclnatlon when necessary. On 
April 14 the number of cases of small-pox had been reduced to 2. These 
were transferred to the county pesthouse, and on the following day, by 
order of the Bureau, the camp was broken up and the Service affairs 
brought to an end. 

The following tables are taken from the records of the small-pox 
hospital. Exhibit A shows the number of successful vaccinations in 
the city: 

EXHIBIT A. 

Final House-to-House Inspection. 

Number of houses 475 

Persons Inspected a 2,817 

Successfully vaccinated 2,552 

Primary and revaccination 265 
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Patients Treated at Small-Pox Hospital. 

Colored 76 

White ; 27 

Total 103 

Male 64 

Female 39 

Age. 

Under 1 year 7 

Under 10 years 15 

10 to 20 years 19 

20 to 30 years 43 

30 to 40 years 13 

40 to 50 years 4 

50 to 60 years 2 

Number of deaths *0 

Development of Small-Pox Cases. 

Week ending — Cases. 

March 3 31 

March 10 31 

March 17 18 

March 24 11 

March 31 2 

April 7 3 

Valuable aisaistance was rendered by Acting Asst. Surg. Ira "W. Poi^ 
ter, Drs. C. W. Duke, W. N. Shoemaker, Byron Dozier, J. W. Fr^tndsoo, 
and J. G. Moss, and by Stewards F. R. Hanrath and F. H. Peck. The 
Service is indebted to Dr. L. L. Robertson, of Middlesboro, the repre* 
sentatlve of the State Board of Health, for hi® hearty co-operation end 
assistance. To the Mayor of Middlesboro, the city and county officials, 
and to the people of the city, the officers of the Service, whose pleasure 
it was to serve them, are greatly Indebted for the uniiform courtesy and 
active co-operation extended througlhoait the epidemic. 

Very respectfully, 

HILL HASTINGS, 
Assiistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service. 



Office of the State Board of Health, 

Bowling Grieen, Ky., April 9, 1898. 
Dr. Walter Wyman, 

Supervising Supg.-Gen. U. S. M. H. Service, 

Waislhington, D. C. 

Dear Doctor: I write to correct a misstatement made in the current 
number of your "Public Health Reports," to the effect that this Board, 
the Governor of Kentucky, or any one else having authority to do so, 
asked for national aid in suppressing small-pox at Middlesboro. The 
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request was mad>e by Repreeentative Calson, who had no aAithority in 
the matter whaitever, as you must have known. When your represemta- 
tive arrived the disease was under control and a speedy termination of 
the epidemic was confidently expected, as he reported to you when he 
asked to be relieved. You ordered him to stay, but, under his instruc- 
tions, he refused to co-operate with us, or to do anything unless given 
absolute conitrol, and by reckless statements made to certain citizens 
as to government funds available if he got this control, so confused our 
effort to get money from the county, which was amply able to raise it, 
that our Board withdrew, and the state was forced to accept a oo-opera- 
tion from you it had never sanctioned or needed. We hesitated to give 
you absolute control because of the inefCectual methods adopted by your 
Service in Alabama, which had permitted the present epldemiic in Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, and of its similar history in former years in deal- 
ing with yellow fever and small-pox. After our inspectors left, your rep- 
resentative found that he had no authority to assume charge. Our 
quarantine was contin-ued in force to protect the balance of the state, 
but no one ihad charge in Middlesboro for almost a week, and the dis- 
ease made such headway that it has required over a month to bring it 
under control to the same degree as when we left. With all due re- 
spect to you and your Service, we are satisfied that your interference 
was unauthorized and unwise, and ask that the correction be given a 
place in your next iissue. 

J. N. McCORMACK, M. D., Secretary. 



Treasury Department, 
Ofllce of the Supervising Surgeon-General 
Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, D. C, April 13, 1898. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Secretary State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 
Dear Doctor: 

In reply to your letter of April 9th, 1898, in which you request 
a correction of an alleged misstatement made in the current number 
of the Public Health Reiports regarding smaH-pox epidemic in Middle©- 
boro, I have to say that the statements in said Public Health Reports 
are verified by the records of this office, which show that not only the 
Governor of Kentucky, the President and Secretary of the State Board 
of Health of Kentucky, and a member of Congress from the district in- 
cluding Middlesboro, requested nation aid in suppressing the epi- 
demic of small-pox at Middlesboro, but that a similar request was also 
received from the Mayor of Middlesboro; so that your request for a cor- 
rection was evidently made under a misapprehension of the facts. 

Contrary to your assertion, no Instructions were given to Dr. Wer- 
tenbaker to refuse to co-operate or do anything unless given absolute 
control. 

You are equally in error in regard to the success of the Service in 
the methods adopted for the suppression of the epidemic In Alabama, 
as the Service never assumed charge of small-pox throughout the state 
of Alabama, its operations being in Birmingham and vicinity. 

With regard to the history of this Service in dealing with yellorw 
fever and small-pox in former years, it is only necessary to call your 
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a;ttention to the Anmual Reports of tlie Service, as well €i8 the Public 
Health Reports, to prove the incorrectness of your statement. 

Respectfully yours, 

WALTER WYMAN, 
Supervising Surgeon-General, M. H. S. 



Dictated. 

State Board of Health of Kentucky. 

Executive Office, Bowling Green, Ky., April 20, 1898. 

Dr. Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon-General U. S. Marine-Hospital Servioe, 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: 

I regret very much that you felt it necessary to make the state- 
ments contained in your letter. Your records can not show that the 
officers of this Board or the Governor of Kentucky asked you to send 
any one to Middlesboro, for the very simple reason that they did not 
do so. After Dr. Wertenbaker was sent wilthout official inviitation he 
reported to you that we had the epidemic under control; that no Inter- 
state question was Involved, and asked to be relieved. You ordered 
him to remain for reasons best known to yourself, until his presence aad 
your promise to furnish funds demoralized the local officials, who had 
from the first objected to bearing the expense properly imposed mider 
our statutes. Under a gross misrepresentation of the facts the presi- 
dent of this Board and the governor were induced to ask your Service 
for aid, and I withdrew our inspectors, when it was found that Dr. 
Werten'baker had no authority to do anylihing. Chaos reigned for sev- 
eral days, hundreds were exposed, and the epidemic was again on, and 
was. only prevented from reaching serious proportions by the syart^em- 
atic vaccination done by us before your interference. I have no means 
of knowing what instructions you gave Dr. Wertenbaker, but he stated 
In a public meeting and often in private that *he could only co-operate 
with us upon condition that he was given absolute control. 

As you refuse to make the correction, demanded alike by the facta 
and fair dealing, I will be forced to take my own methods of doing so. 

Respectfully, 

J. N. McCORMACK, 

Secretary. 



Editor of the Journal: 

In the April 1 number of "Health Reports," published by the U. S. 
Marine- Hospital Service, the statement was officially made that national 
aid was sent to this state at the request of this Board and of Governor 
Bradley, and that the representative of that Service found the methods 
of this Board inefficient. Upon receipt of the publication I at onoe 
wrote the Surgeon-General asking that the false and unjust statement 
be corrected. As he has declined to make the correction, and as this 
Bureau Is tihe chief obstacle to the enactment of efficient national legis- 
lation for the protection of the public health interests of the country. 
I ask that the subjoined correspondence be given a place in your col- 
umns, that health officials and the profession may know what to expect 
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at the hands of this Bureau should its persistent requests for increased 
power he granted. 

Very respectfully. 

J. X. McCORMACK, 

Secretary. 

To the E^ditor of the Journal of the Am. Med. AasociaUon, Chicago, 111. 



BOYD COUNTY. 



Ashland. Ky., Fehy. 22d. 99. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Gentlemen: I regret to report that a case of small-pox developed 
here 18th Inst The patient, a resident of this city, came off a steam- 
boat.' His family and several others in the same house had not been — 
but are now — vaccinated. He was sick in the house about six da>-s. then 
the county physician and another saw him and reported the case as 
frmall-pox. I was sick at the time and could not see the case to verify 
diagnosis. The patient and those exposed have been removed to the 
city pesthouse, a mile away, and are in charge of the county. A general 
vaccination is being performed. 

This county has no County Board of Health, and of course no health 
officer. Would it not be well for you to inform the county judge of the 
necessity of his organizing such a board, and of his informing you of 
the existence of the board? Is there a statute requiring county courts 
to appoint and perpetuate County Boards of Health? I ask for informa- 
tion. In the absence of such a board, is not the county judge author- 
ized to take charge of a small-pox epidemic and incur a debt of expense 
in caring for the same? 

Will you please send me your latest book of Health Laws, and refer 
me to any acts later than the book, or not embodied in it. pertaining 
to health interests. Will be glad to receive any other papers, su^^f^s- 
tions, instructions, etc. that may be of assistance in keeping well posted 
on all matters connected with the duties of the situation. 

Apologizing for this intrusion, and asking an early response. I am, 

sir. 

Yours respy., 

THOS. R. YOrXG. 

City Health Officer. 



Ashland. Ky.. March 14th. *99. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green. Ky.: 

Grentlemen: In reply to yours of 11th, I would state that the first 
case of sroall-pox we had has his home and family here, but was run- 
ning the river as deck-hand on a steamboat ply ins: between Pittsburg 
and St. Louis. He had come off the boat several days before he broke 
out. About a week after that case had been taken to the penthouse. I 
saw a negro with small-pox who had come from Joliet. Illinois. The 
doctor in attendance had diagnosed syphilis. I sent him to the pest- 
house and it proved a highly typical case. Strange that we should have 
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two cases in such a short time, but from entirely different BouroeB. Am 
preparing a report of the epidemic, which I hope to forwaitl you soon. 
We sent to the pesthouse grounds eight peraonB wiio had been exposed 
to the two cases, and kept them 200 yards away from the cases. Three 
of these developed small-pox and three varioloid. The two others, by 
reason of a previous successful vaccination, will likely esoape. Thero 
has been no death. 

I have seen in the city two cases which in my judgment were vario- 
loid. They had vaccinations in full bloom, but I could not traoe aay 
possible expoeure to the cases of small-pox. There was another smug- 
gled case in a wealthy family, which I did not see, but have abundant 
reaeon to believe was varioloid; in fact, the family telephoned tlwir 
relatives that their child had varioloid. They must have gotten their 
idea from their physician, though he denied it to me. These tluee cases, 
ages 3, 4, -and 16, were in widely separated localities. Herein is a "rnit 
to crack.*' Most authors think varioloid can not be directly caused by 
raccina'tion. This and previous experience compel me to doubt the 
theory. What is your opinion ? Hoping the points given in this letter 
will excuse its length, and believing they may be of interest to you, 
I am 

Yours fraternally, 

THOS. R. YOUNG, 

City Health Officer. 



Ashland, Ky., Aug. 14th, '99. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Gentlemen: In reply to yooir request for a report of the recent 
small-pox epidemic in this city, I would state that on Peby. 16tli, *99, 
Hiram Kazee, white, was found with well -developed .snLall-i>ox. He 
had been sick in his home for about a week before he was visited by 
Dr. A. G. Berry. There, were about a dozen inmates in the same house, 
most of whom had been directly exposed, four of whom had escaped 
from the premises. All the rest were promptly removed to the city 
pesthouse, an enclosure of about twenty acres a mile from ttie city, 
where they were oared for by the county authoritiiee under the man- 
agement of Dr. A. G. Berry. 

The patient was kept isolated from those exposed. Four of these 
in due time developed small-pox, the others, being vaccinated, developed 
varioloid. About a week after their removal to the pesthouse I visited 
Wm. Dawkins, colored, and found him with amall-pox. He had come 
by rail from an entirely different region — Joliet, Illinois. He, too, was 
removed to the pesthouse. The family with whom he was boarding, 
six persons, were not removed, but vaccinated and rigidly quarantined 
in their home. None of these developed the disease, though one of 
tihem had slept with the patient. There were in all eight cases, five of 
wham had small-pox of severe type, and three had severe varioloid. 
There were no deaths. The treatment adopted was quite simple and 
entirely symptomatic and supportive, with scarcely any stimulation. 
The total cost of the epidemic was nearly $1,700, and was borne by the 
county. The prompt removal of the cases and those directly exposed, 
and the rigid quarantine observed, gave suoh complete control of the 
situation, the loss to business was practically nothing. The last cases 
were discharged April 15, sixty days after the first appearance of tbe 
disease. The City Council passed a compulsory vaccination ordinance, 
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wliioh was thorouglily carried auit. There was one singular circum* 
stance happened during the epidemic — ^namely, I saw two oases (and 
there was one I did not see) of ixnmiistakable varioloid, at diflerentt 
points in the city, and apparenitly enitirely resulting from vaocinaition, 
as I could find nothing to awaken the slightest suspicion that edither case 
had been exposed to any case of small-i>ox. These cases were also 
quarantined, for I considered them qxiite competent to convey true small- 
pox to unvaccinated persons. This opinion may be in conflict with ao- 
oepted theories, but I was not willing to take the risk of that situation,, 
and it is just in this way that I thdnk smaJl-pox has been sometimes 
perpetuated. But as it is not the province of this rei)ort to controvert 
present theories or to introduce new ones, I am, content to dismiss the 
subject. If there are any late acts or decisions affecting the duties of 
Boards of Health I would be glad to liave them. 

Respectfully, 

THOS. R. YOUNG, 

Health Officer. 



BREATHITT COUNTY. 

Jackson, Ky., Aug. 8, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Gentlemen: I was to-day called to see a man who is under the care 
of another physician that ten days ago came from Hot Springs, Ark. 
On the nlgM oif the 6th he had an eruption appear on his face, head, etc. 
To-day I find ihim without fever, but the forehead, face, nose, lips, soft 
palate, palms, etc., broke out with numerous papilla. No fever. Four 
or five days before this he says he felt lazy, languid, etc., having night 
sweats and a little chilly before the eruption took place; a little sick 
at the stomach at times. Throat a little sore now. Has never been 
vaccinated. The attending physician stated to him the trouble came 
from his stomach, and to me he made no statement of the cause when 
I called on him at his office. While in Hot Springs the patient states 
they had small-pox there. He also came via L#ittle Rock, where they 
have it. I am not sure, as I have never seen a case, but I firmly believe 
he has small-pox. I would like for you to advise me about the miatter 
or come up at once. Hoping to hear from you soon, I am 

Very truly, 

W. G. DAILEY, M. D., 
Member County Board of Health. 



Jackson, Ky., Aug. 11, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Gentlemen: I was more than sorry when you stated in your mes- 
sage to-day, "No one available or necessary. Isolate and vaccinate 
thoroughly." There are a few people who yet say it is not small-pox, 
€uid if you will come or send some experienced man we can then end 
any dispute and stamp the disease in its infancy. The man was on the 
town up to Saturday, and broke out some on forehead and scalp Sat- 
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urday night, and for three or four days ppeviotts to thte guairded the 
Jury. Now, are these jurors suspects, and are the people who he was with 
Friday and Saturday liable to acquiire the disease? Outside of this we 
have about twelve who were with him Sunday; one of this num'ber slept 
in the room with him Sunday night, and five others, or rathea* five out 
o(f the twelve are yet ait the house in which he was taken. Afyself and 
Dr. Red-wine are added to the twelve above mentiioned. I was last vac- 
cinated in March of this year, and had only a little pustule; rtevac- 
cdnated myself as soon as I left the patient. Am I apt to be a victim or 
not? Should I go to the house of detention? How about the others I 
have mentioned ? The county judge this evening 'most refused to build 
a place to hold the su®i)ecits, and if he should w<hat can we do? His Idea 
is to use the house in center of town where the first case occurred for 
a detention house, but my, it is in the center of town. Now, you say 
It is not necessary to come. I will ask you to please tell me w(hy lit is 
not. We are all inexperienced, and if you will come to our relieif we 
can stamp the disease out at once. We are In distress and feel you are 
doing us an injustice in not coming. We, your oflicers here, are work- 
ing in unity, but we are laboring under great difliculties, and unless 
we can get matters better arranged the whole county will be afteoted. 
I forgot to mention the Imstitute was also in session this week. Now, 
will you aid us with your appearance or some specialist, or ^all we 
labor on under the difficulties and suffer the result? I hope it is your 
duty to come, and that as such you will do it. I^t me hear from you 
at once. 

Yours, 

W. G. DAILEY, M. D., 
Member County Board of Health. 



Jackson, Ky., Aug. 10th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

Gentlemen: In reply to your favor of the 8th, will say we had only 
one case of small-pox here. The eruption was complete. I visited him 
on 7th, 8th and 9th of August, '98; the eruption had been developed four 
or five days before he was isolated. It seemed to be a mild case. The 
actual cost to this county was about $100. Cost to patient about $100. 
Loss to business eight hundred or a thousand dollars. Something like 
two-thirds of the people here were vaccinated. 

Yours truly, 

J. S. REDWINE, M. D., 
County Health Officer. 



BULLITT COUNTY. 

Early in March, 1899, a railroad employe whose run was between 
Lebanon' Junction and Corbin contracted small-pox, probably in Louis- 
ville, where it Tiad existed for months, and came down with It at his 
father's home in Williamsburg, his father being an undergraduate phy- 
sician, practicing under the time limit and examination clause of thie 
medical law. The disease was not recognized as small-pox, and, as 
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soon as he w^ able to travel, after, cammianiiicajting the diseajse to Ms 
famjjly, he returned to his brother's at Lebanon Jumdtion, covered with 
scabs, bringing the disease to them, as well as to several oi his felloiw- 
employes. 

As has been the case throughout the epldemlic, mo4^ of the caeea 
were mdld, patients being quite ill usually until the eruption appeaired, 
and then in a few days feeling well enough to walk about, having little 
if any secondary fever, many of the cases not even sending for a physi- 
cian. Quite a number of cases occurred and the disease had been carrlied 
from this point to Horse Cave, Corbin and into Nelson county before 
this Board received Information that anything suspicious was there. 

One of our most experienced inepeotors was sent at once, but he was 
unable to induce either the town or county authorities to take any In- 
tereet in the matter, although he found a number of cases well marked. 
In the contagious stage on the street and lounging about the depot pla4;- 
form. As Lebanon Junction Is the end of the Knoxvllle Division of the 
L. & N. Railroad, where many of the employes get their lay-ofC, and, as 
the principal boardiing-houses were within thirty feet of the stopping 
place for many of the passenger trains. It is an important town from 
a small-pox standpoint The executive officer went to the place in per- 
son, upon the failure of the inspector to interest the authorities or peo- 
ple, and he was equally unsuccessful, although he had learned in the 
meantime that the disease had already been carrlied from this point to 
Horse Cave, Corbin and into Nelson. He met one man on the street, 
fiftartlng ofC with a fishing party, who was covered with scabs; and found 
that others had been going about in th)e same manner, and thait a major- 
ity oif the people and officials could not be induced to adopt any efficient 
measures either to stamp out the disease in the town or for the protec- 
tion of the traveling public, which was more or less constantly exposed 
while trains stood at the depot for the transfer of passengers. 

Believing that the conditions existing there so seriously endan- 
gea*ed a large portion of the state as to demand immediate action, this 
olRder took the first train for Louisville, calling a meeting by wire, and 
the follorwing was at once issued: 

SMALL-POX AT LEBANON JUNCTION. 

Proclamation by the State Board of Health. 

Bowling Green, Ky., April 17, 1899. 

Whereas, It has come to the knowledge of this Board that small- 
pox is epidemic at Lebanon Junction, Bullitt county, Kentucky, that 
pra-ctically all the inhabitants and railroad employes at that plaice have 
been exposed to said disease, and that very many of them are not only 
unpirotected by vaccination, but appear not to appreciate the importance 
of this and the other recognized precautions to be used against this dis- 
ease, and. 

Whereas, The conditions and railroad connections at this place are 
such as to endanger the health and business interests of a large portion 
of the state; 

Now, therefore, Be it Known, That the State Board of Health, in 
the exercise of the authority vested in it by law, hereby declares the 
town and suburbs of Lebanon Junction, and each of the inhabitants 
thereof, temporary and permanent, to be In quarantine, and, under the 
pains and penalties of law, forbids any person to enter or leave said 
place, or to approach near any railroad train or depot ground, or the 
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reception or disciharge at this place by any train of any passengrer or 
employe, without a special permit from this Board, and forbids any per- 
son afflicted with this dictease to go upon or near any street, alley or 
other public road or way. This quarantine to be in force from this 
date until raised. 

By order of the Board. 

J. M. MATHEWS, M. D., President 

J. N. McCORMACK, M. D., Secretary. 



Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company, 
Louisville Division and Branches. 

Office of the Superintendent, 

Louisville, Ky., April 22, '99. 
Dr. J. N. McOormack, 

Secy. State Board of Health, 

Bowling G-reen, Ky. 

Dear Sir: As per arrangements made while you were here April 
17, we ha'^'e run our Knoxville Division trains into and out of Louis- 
ville, required every employe at Lebanon Junction and on botlh nuain 
line and Knoxville Division to be vacdnaited, and they are not allowed 
to go put on their run without showing certificate to thi-s effect. Have 
special watchmen at Lebanon Junction to prevent the people at that 
point from coming in contact with trainmen and passengers, and iwe 
are not handling passengers to or from that station at all. The a^ent 
advises me this morning that there is only one case of small-pox now 
under treatment, the. others having been diismissed from treatment by 
the doctors, but as an extra precaution they are kept in out of the way. 
When we run our train crews into Louisville, you know.it pairalyzeB the 
business of Lebanon Junction, and on this account the people there hsuve 
been very active since the quarantine was put in force to wipe out the 
disease and prevent its spread, and the ifact that everybody has been 
vaccinated by your instructions is no doubt the cause of the present con- 
dition of affairs. Running the crews through to Louisville as at pres- 
ent is exceedingly expensive, and just at this particular time It is crip- 
pling us in another way; that is, causing a shortage of power to handle 
the business on the Knoxville Division on account of the time lost by the 
engines and crews coming on into Louisville with their trains, and tlien 
getting their trains to go back to the Knoxville Division with. HereitD- 
fore, we handled this additional freig^ht on regular trains between these 
two points. 

The C, N. O. & T. P. have a bridge down on their line, and on iSbM 
account are turning a number of trains over to us at Junction City to be 
handled to Jelllco, and giving us others at Jelllco to be handled to Jmuc- 
tion City, and this extra business, coupled witli the regular businjess, 
makes the power question a serious one. 

As stated to you here in the office, we want to work hand In band 
wiith you In getting rid of the contagious disease; in fact, we would not 
want to run any risk of spreading the disease even if there were no re- 
strictions placed around us by your proclamation, but, as explained fla 
the beginning of my letter, so long as every one of the employes have 
been vaccinated and hold certificates to that effect, and as there is only 
one case reported under the care of a doctor at the Junction, do yoa 
not think it would be entirely saife for us to resume turning our cpowb 
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at Letonon Junction, instead of running them on into Louisville, and 
we oould still keep the guard at the ^taition to keep the traveling public 
fnnn coming in contact with the people at that point, and the quaran- 
tine restrictions, so far as it applies to passengers, could remain in force; 
or, in other words, leave the quarantine stand as you think best, except 
giving us the right to turn trains at Lebanon Junction, so as not to seri- 
ously interfere with the traffic, as explained above? 

If you approve of this arrangement, will you kindly wire me to thie 
effect, sending message by bearer of this letter, and very much oblige. 

In the meantime, if you have any suggestions to make, or if we 
can serve you in any way, please command me. 

Very truly yours, 

B. M. STARKS, 

Superintendent. 



Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company, ] 

Louisville Division and Branches. [ 

Office of the Superintendent, j 

Louisville, Ky., April 30, *99. J 

Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Secy. S. B. of H., Bowling Green, Ky. 

My Dear Doctor: I have your favor of April 28th, with reference 
to amall-pox situation at Lebanon Junction. 

I am sorry indeed to see such a discouraging report, especially since 
I received in the same mail a letter fix>m Mr. Hocker at Lebanon Junc- 
tion, which letter ran their stock up to nearly par, on account of the 
"way he described the precautions being taken to prevent the spread 
OCT the disease. You state in your letter that passengers buy tickets to 
near-by stations and then get ofC at Lebanon Junction. I have been un- 
able to locate a case of this kind, but I do locate cases where parties 
living at Lebanon Junction buy tickets to Belmont, Booths or Smith's 
Switdh— 'the three places nearest Tyebanon Junction on either side — and 
then walk into Lebanon Junction after getting off at any of these points, 
and then out of Lebanon Junction and get on the train again, Some go 
horseback. Others move back and forth in buggy or spring-wagon, as 
It is only a «short drive to either of the points named. 

If the citizens of Lebanon Junction are going to be permitted by 
the health authorities to go into and out of the town by all of the country 
roadis as they like, and come to near-by stations and board trains, it 
looks as though we might let railroad people go into and out of town 
as to permit the public in general to do so in the manner I have de- 
scribed above. We have been trying to do everything in our power 
to wipe out the contagion at I^ebanon Junction by having all of the 
employes present certificates of recent vaccination, and not allowing 
them to go out on their runs until they presented such certificates, by 
moving our terminal away from Lebanon Junction at a heavy expense, 
giving up the earnings of the station, by hauling transfer passengers 
by to meeting points or into Tiouisvillo instead of transferring them at 
llhat station, placed a special agent at Tiebanon Junction representing 
both the raiiroad and Health Department, to as far as possible keep the 
cHizens of Lebanon Junction from coming in contact with trainmen 
and passengers passing that station, and it looks as though we were 
getting hold of the warm end of the hardships in this particular epi- 
demic. It does look as though an out-of-the-way residence could have 
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been condemned, if neceflaary, to be used as an emptiye hoepltal, and 
let the aflaitrted be confined to this hospital and others sent there or to 
some other place for detention who bad been exposed, all at a Tery 
much leas expense and inconvenience than is heing suffered by the 
present arrangement. 

I suppose, however, that you leave arrangements of this kind In the 
hands of the local authorities, and as explained by you when ia to see 
me, the local health people do not seem to be as energetic in winner out 
the ddsease as they should be, but if you can now, at this late day, fix 
some other plan that could be adopted or some other arrangement that 
could be made, so as to give us some relief in the way of handling train 
service, the same will be very much appreciated. 

It surely doesn't look fair to have the railroad tied up and put to 
an* enoirmous expense on account of a few cases of small-pox that oould 
be bottled up in some hospital and taken care of at a very small fee. 

Yours truly, 

B. M. STARKS, Supt. 



Dictated. 

State Board of Health of Kentucky. 

Executive Office, Bowling Green, Ky., May 1, 1899. 

Dear Doctor Johnson: 

I enclose a letter just received from Mr. 9tajrk8, which is seU-eoE- 
planatory. There is much justice in his complaint, and It does seem 
that your authorities ought to be able to stop the practioes to wMoih 
be refers. It is just this kind of recklessness that took the diseaas to 
your town to begin with, and which has made it so difficult to oontroL 
This is sucfti a;n important matter to your town, both now and in ttis 
future, that I think it better for you to see the letter. Please write me 
fully, returning Mr. Starks* letter. 

Very respectfully, 

J. N. McCORMACK, 

Secretary. 



Lebanon Junction, Ky., May 2, 1899. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Secretary State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Sir: Yours of 1st received, and in reply will say that I 
no reason why the quarantine at this place should not be raised. TMrs 
has been no new cases since you were here. Mrs. Thompson is the only 
case in the town, and she is up going about in her room. I oonflMer 
her Isolated, as you are aware of the location of the house. 

Our people wrote you under date of May 1st, making some promilses 
as to what they would do if you would raise the quarantine. I will gmr* 
antee you that they will carry out the promises as therein staitsd. 
Should any new cases develop, I will personally see that they are ftm- 
medtiately isolated. 

Yours truly, 

J. B. JOHNSON, M. D., 

Health Officer. 



■/ 
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Lebanon JuniTtion, Ky., May 2, 1899. 
J. N. McCk)nnack, M. D., 

Secretary State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Sir: In addition to the enclosed petition, will say that I have 
had both my houses thorougrhly renovated. Have burned everythtnig 
that was in the rooms, re-papered them and paduted, scrubbed the flooirsi, 
and now my houae is in first-class shape. 

We feel confident that our town is in good shape, and there is no 
further dangeir from the disease. 
Do what you can for us. 

Yours truly, 

R. M. HOCKBR. 



Lebanon Junction, Ky., May 1, 1899. 
J. N. McOormack, M. D., 

Secretary State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Sir: We, the undersigned, physicians, business men and citi- 
zens of the town of Lebanon Junction, Ky., feel that the business inter- 
ests of the town are being greatly diamaged by the quarantine now ex- 
isting here. We think the situation has greatly improved here, 'nie 
nogro that you saw when here last was promptly removed to the pe^- 
house, l&tving Mrs. Thompson the only positive case in the town, and 
we consider her isolated from the rest of the town. Besides, Mr. Chap- 
pell, the L. & N. Co.'s special agent, says ihe will guard the Thampson 
house and allow no one to go to the house nor any of the family to leave 
it. Nearly all our people have been vaccinated, and we do not antici|patQ 
any further spread of the disease. If, however, any new cases should' 
develop, we promise you that we will have them promptly removed to 
the pesthouse or have guards placed at thedr houses. 

We kindly ask that you have the quarantine raised from our town. 
Trusting an early ajid favorable reply, we are 

Yours respectfully, 

J. E. Johnson, Physician and Surgeon Health Office. 

F. A. Barnett, Physician. 
H. B. Duncan, Physician. 
J. B. Dawson, Fire Director. 

C. C. RiCKETTS, Cashier Bank. 
R. M. Hooker, Hotel Proprietor. 
J. W. Masden, Implements. 
W. P. Martin, Operator. 
Maorudbr & Paden, Merchants. 
Murray & Co., Druggists. 

W. D. CozATT, Agent L. & N. R. R. 

J. A. McRoBERTS, Asst. Agent L. & N. R. R. 

H. C. King, Conductor L. & N. R. R. 

G. H. Ash, Butcher. 
J. Mahley, Merchant, 

D. Davis & Sons, Merchants. 
A. O. Tatro, Barber. 

U. WuNDERLiCH & SoN, Merchants. 
Frank Bell, Lineman W. XJ. Tel. Co. 
J. H. Harkins, Bank President. 
G. T. McNeil, Assistant Postmaster. 



70 Biennial Report of the Kentucky 

Lebanoa Juncti<m, Ky., August 4, 1899. 

The origin of small-pox at thts place was caused by a man coming 
out from Louisville aiwi going around the town, with little suspicion as 
to his case until several were taken down with the disease. 

There were about thirty cases in all, and were all in a light form. 
The outbreak occurred about the 1st of April, lasting until about the 
last of May. All the cases were treated in the families in which it oc- 
curred, except tlhree, which were moved to the pesthouse. 

The total cost to the town and county will reach two hundred dol- 
lars. The estimated cost in buainess will reach two or three thousand 
dollars 

J. B. JOHNSON, M. D., 

Local Health Board. 



BUTLER COUNTY. 



Morgantown, Ky., August 26, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: In pursuance of my duity as secty. of Local Board of 
Health of Butler County , I herewith present you this my official report 
of small-pox in Butler county, Ky.: 

On April 4, 1899, Mr. Harry Butler, wiho had been living in Louis- 
ville, came home. He soon was taken sick with fever, a physician cabled, 
diagnosed malarial fever; in four or five days was out at church, with 
papules on, but I saw him on the street in the vesicular stage>. I called 
his physician's attention to the case, but failed to get hlim to realize 
that It was a suspicious case; but two days later I called the Board to- 
gether, and quarantined the infected house. One case developed from 
the exposure in the papular stage at the churcfh, and one case developed 
from the Inifeoted house. Then two cases developed in fourteen days 
after exposure. We had several meetings of the Board to decide the 
best way to stamp out the disease, encountering from the first much 
opposition. We had six cases in all, and finally succeeded in getting all 
ot them to the i>e9thouse. The first house was burned, and valuable 
time was lost by slow action of our county judge and the influence of 
the laity. I can not say what damage was sustained by having small- 
pox here. I estimate $15,000. I believe we will be able to control it 
better If the disease Should break out again. I am under many obliga- 
tions for your visit and valuable assistance in getting this disease 

checked. 

Yours fraternally, 

E. A. CHERRY. M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



CAMPBELL COUNTY. 

Dayton, Ky., February 11, 1899. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack: 

Dear Sir: I write you to-day in reference to small-pox In our 
county. During the month of January a case developed in Newport. 
As soon as discovered the health officer, Dr. Locke, went to the house 
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K.and noUfled all in the house to remain there; went to the mayor to feit 
SoardB stationed at the house. The mayor refused, and be went to the 
^ Qhlef of police. It was two days before the guards were obtalnod. On« 
■ uriTl, who had been noirslng the case before It was dlagnosod. lived in 
the country, and before the house was quarantined sklpiKvd out and 
J w«it home. In due time she developed small-pox, and anothcvr member 
- <xf the family has since taken the disease In a mild form. Dr. 0. W. 
' Rtagan, of Cold Springs, is In attendance, but lailed .to report the oase 
to me or any of the Board, and it was only through the health ottloeir 
<xf Newport that I heard of It last Sunday (February Gth), It stwnm 
that the mother and two or three of the sons, belonging to the family 
in which the small-pox exists, was in Newport on Saturday (the 4th 
lust.), in a dry goods store full o(f people, and remained there for half 
am hour. Dr. Locke telephoned this startling news Sunday. I tried 
to get Dr. Houston, of Alexandria (whom we appointed health ofneer of 
the county last year), but telephone connection had been cut off by tlie 
storm Saturday night. I then went to Newport and had a consultation 
with Dr. Locke and County Judge Brown, and throu^ the latter got 
a messenger to go to Alexandria to Dr. J. F. Houston, to whom I sent 
a letter stating the case and asking him to see the cases at once, with 
Dr. Ragan, and confer with Judge Brown, who would hold court In 
Alexandria on Monday (the next day). On Tuesday I called up Dr. 
Ijocke and inquired what had been done. He replied that he bad not 
heard. At my request he went to see Judge Brown, who said that 
Dr. Houston was sick in bed, but had asked him to call and see him. 
before leaving Alexandria, but the judge had forgotten to call. 6n 
Wednesday Dr. Shaw, of Alexandria, called me up from Cold Springs, 
and said he had been sent by Dr. Houston. He went to Dr Ragian's 
Office, but the doctor was not at home. I asked him iif he had been to 
see the small-pox cases; he said he had not and did not Intend to; so his 
visit amounted to nothing. Thursday Dr. Raigan called me up in an- 
swer to a call from me, and I asked him about the cases; if he had re- 
ported tihem ; if the liouse had been posted or placarded ; if all who had 
been exposed to infection had been vaccinated. To all of which he an- 
swered in the negative. There are several children In the family, but 
the parents refused to allow the doctor to vaccinate them. I asked if 
any one outside of the family had been exposed. He said, "Yes, abmiit 
20 or 25 persons." I asked if they had all been vaccinated. He did 
not know. I told him that I had heard that the mother and two or 
three of the family had been in Newport. He said: "I guess that is 
about true." ''Well," I said, "Doctor, do you not know that in failUig to 
report those cases, to placard the house and vaccinate those exposed to 
the disease, you are violating the law and laying yourself liable to a 
severe fine, and the family are doing the same?" "Well, I think 1 am 
doing all I can do. I have notified the people around that there is small- 
pox in that house, and the family to remain on the premises." On Fri- 
day morning I telephoned Cold Springs to have Dr. Ragan meet me at 
the Gray farm, where the Brown family resides. Mrs. Ragan answered 
that Dr. R. was not at home, but she would tell him when he retunuMl, 
and she was confident he would meet us. Dr. Tingley and mymit went 
out, arriving at Brown's at 3 p. m. Dr. R. was not Uhere. The house 
Is about fifty yards from the road; the nearest house about one-quarter 
of a mile disitant. I did not go in to see the cases, as I had no means 
of disinfecting myself. There was neither outhouse or bam where 
I could make any change of clothing, and the temperature 6 deg. twlow 
zero, so to have gone in would have been doing Just what T wotild arrest 
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another for doing. I Jiave been tlirouigrh two epidemics of fimall-pox, 
and have no fear of the disease personally, but I have no desifre to con- 
tribute to the spreading of the disease. I expected to meet Dr. Ragan, 
and was not prepared to go into such a pesthole as I saw out there. 
There were only three rooms In the house, occupied by eight or ten 
persons, and as filthy in appearance as i>ossible. I called the father to 
the back door and talked to him, and told him he must have all his 
family vaccinated. He said he didn't believe it was small-pox. He 
pointed to his daughter (about 14 or 15 years old), and said she had 
nursed them all and had never been vaccinated, "and she has not taken 
it." I told him it was not time yet, but that sihe would probaibly have it 
He was also told that he and all his family must remain on their prem- 
ises, and if they did not they would be liable to fine and imprisonmeoit. 

I wrote Dr. Ragan, asking him to take every precaution to protect 
the public; to notify me if any other cases developed; to destroy all fuir- 
niture and bedding that could not be ddisinifected' otherwise, after the 
family recovered, and thoroughly disinfect all clothing and the house, 
and render the bill to the county. 

Our laws are extremely ineflacient. We are empowered and di- 
rected to do certain things, and no proviision made to defray the ex- 
penses. The judge and fiscal court may allow whatever they see fit. If 
you have a liberal judge and court you are all right Judge Brown wlH 
not spend a cent unless the law specifies the amount. I talked to Mm 
an hour yesterday before he would take the responsibility of paying 
for a carriage to take Dr. Tingley and myself to the Gray farm, eiight 
miles out. He will not make an order for any amount toward Isolattng 
the cases or keeping them on their premises. I do not see how we 
could guard the place; there is no place nearer than a quarter of a mile 
where a guard could -stay — the weather is at aaid below zero. I told Dr. 
Ragan in my letter that I would have to make him a spedial health 
officer in that caae, to see the constable for that district and tell Mm 
to arrest any of the Brown family foun.d oif of their premieee. I think 
all the damage that will be done in the case was done before laat Sun- 
day, but I would like to have such suggestions and instructions as you 
may see proper to send me, and if you deem it necessary for one of the 
miemibers of the State Board to come and investilgate for you we will be 
glad to receive him. Our greatest dan^r is from Cincinnati. The 
negroes from that side coming to this, and vice versa, carry the disease. 
I suppose you have our annual report by this time, as I signed ready 
to send some ten days ago. The county judige wanted to incorporalfce it 
with the county report. Is the cause of our delay In sending It. 

I have not received a copy of the rules of the State Board of HeaJlth. 
Will you kindly send me a copy? 

This is a voluminous communication, which I hope you will pardon 
me for inflicting you with, but I could not very well state the situation 
more briefly to make it clear to you just what we were doing or not 
doing, as you may be pleased to view it. Hoping to hear from you 

soon, I am. 

Fraternally yours, 

C. B. SCHOOLPIBLD, 

President County Board of Health. 
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Newport, Ky,, Sepleml>er 22, 1899. 
To the State Board of Health, Bowling" Green, Ky. 

Qentlemeti; The Camptjell County Board ot Health met at the offlce 
of Dr. W. A. Young. All the officers preaent. Dr. C. B. Schoolfleld In 
the chair; Dr. W. A. Young, Secrertary. Dr. Sdhooifleld stated thai the 
object of the meeting was to make a report to the State Boaj-d of 
Health, with especial reference to Binall-pox in the county during the 

In making this raport we feel that the county 1b to be congratu- 
lated in bftvlDg, through the efficiency of the various munlcipa,! and 
county Boards at Health, escaped an epidemic of -fnnaU-pox, notwlth- 
atandlng the proximity to Cincinnati, where the disease existed in epi- 
dermic form, and to a greater extent than in any other city in the United 
States, In proportloa to Its Inkaibitants. and that we were not quaran- 
tlned against said city. The few cases that occurred in our mtdat were 
ao anccesBfully handled that in t\^ in«tance« only was the dIseAae 
allowed to get beyond the house of original infection. 

The first case occurred at No. 425 West Fifth street, Newport. Be- 
fore steps could be ta,ken, after the diagnosla was made, to place gnarils 
at the house, a domeetic in the family, Maggie Brown, w<hose home was 
hi the country, made her eEicape and went borne, and in due time tooh the 
dfmasa There were 25 or 30 persons exposed to tbe disease in this 
case, all of whom were va«clnnted by Dr. J. F. Houston, the counity 
health ofBcer. Dr. Houeton made seye-n visits to this case and vldniity, 
vaocinatlng those expoeed to the disease, and apemding one day tn dl»in- 
fecting the premises. The articles destroyed amounted to sewen dol- 
lars. Drs. Schoolfleld and Tingtey made one visit and took ateips to 
prevent the family from leaving the premiees. and through our eifforla 
the disease was limited to this one case in the rural districts. The ori- 
gin ot the disease in Newport la not known, but supposed to be from 
Ctnclnnaitl. There were t«n cases in all; actual outlay, (350, all of which 
bas no doubt been reported by the city health officer, Dr, F. Locka 
Tliere were eiight cases In Dayton, four oiE Which were In one family, the 
father having quite a severe case; the -mother and two children having 
tt in a very liRht form. Two other caaes occurred In one family: both 
were children, and had never been vaooinaled. The two mentioned 
In the first family also had never been vacciniSfted. The other two were 
In separate faniilles, and had not been vaccinated. All were discrete 
form-B and mild In character. There were live cases in Bellevue. four of 
tiiem in one family. Three had not been previously protected, i>ut were 
Tuccinated as soon as It was rocognlzekl In the first patient. All three 
took well, but had the disease in a very mild form. The cost to the 
dty was |150. In every case guards were placed at front and rear of 
premilses, and perfect Isolation maintained. After recovery the prem- 
\aee weire disinfected with forma ldeJiyd«. and such articles as could not 
lie disinfected were destroyed. Tbe e^lmateil cost In business and 
■wa^ieB in Dayton was $245. The actual otttlay to the city was $125. The 
«ast to Bellevue. 1150 actual outlay. No estimate of buelness loss given. 

There were a number of cases of oerebtv-spinai meningitis in the 
oonittr. but not epidemic. Lagrippe was epidemic in January and F«fc- 
niftry, buit in very mild form. We alao had an epidemic of measles, with 
tmt nitalitlee. 

Th«re Is one thing in connection with the small-pox In this county 
that we deem worthy of special mention, that is the mild cbaraoter o( 
the disease In the unvaoclnated children. 
only two had been protected, ywt they wen 
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for this only througli an imniunity inherited from parents and ances- 
tors who had been vaccinated. None of the pai^nts had had small-pox. 
We mention this peculiar experience for your consideration, hoping to 
hear the experience of other Boards of Health in this particular, through, 
you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. B. SCHOOLFIELD, M. D., 

W. A. YOUNG, M. D., 

J. FRANK HOUSTON, M. D., 

CJounty Board of Health. 



CARROLL COUNTY. 

Carrollton, Ky., August 7, 1899. 

To the State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: In accordance with request of secretary of State Board 
of Health, herewith submit report of a recent epidemic of small-pox 
in Carrollton: 

On the morning of February 11th last a negro man presented him- 
self to me for medical advice. Upon exaimination discovered at once a 
suspicious eruption on forehead and wrists, and while the number of 
papules did not aggregate more than fifteen or twenty, and a conspicu- 
ous absence of any constitutional symptoms, yet considered the case of 
sufficient importance to report it to the city authorities, and advise 
his immediate isolation. But while they were taking steps to carry out 
my orders the patient made good Ms escape, but not until he had in- 
formed me that he had been put off the Madison and Cincinnati paxjket 
three days before, and that he had spent the nights with three separate 
families of his own raoe. Just fourteen days from this date small-pox 
broke out simultaneously in the three families referred to. We hastily 
improvised a pesthouse two miles from the corporate limits, and'ie- 
moved the patients (six in number), of two of the famillies, thence. Two 
patients in the other family were allowed to remain at home, as the 
house was not nearer than two hundred yards from the town proper, 
while we instituted a rigid quarantine. Five days thereafter three other 
persons were attacked, two whites and one black. It was an unusually 
mild type of the disease, as no treatment was deemed necessary alter the 
initial stage had passed. All of the patients (eleven in number) made 
uneventful recoveries, leaving but slig«ht evidences of the malady. 

On April 12th following was notified by a homeopathic practitioner 
that he had a suspicious case, and desired me to see it: I found It more 
than suspicious, as it proved to be a confluent case of small-pbx in the 
pustular stage. The patient was a white womaji, aged 48. Ten days 
later her son was attaxjked and died. Have never been able to discover 
origin of second outbreak. The woman's husband was an engineer on 
the steamer Big Kanawha, and made frequent tripe to Madison and 
Louisville with him, and we suppose she contracted it on one of these 
trips. No medical treatment at all in last two cases. None of those at- 
tacked had ever been rendered immune by vaccination. 

The cost to the city, in round numbers, was $1,200. Estimated cost 
In loss of business, $5,000. 




To briefly recapitulate: 

We bad 13 oasee of smail-pos; four were wbltes, and 9 Men blacks; 
11 males, and 2 females, of tbe latter one each of wblte and colored; 11 

were discrete and 2 confluent aod 1 deatb. 

Respectful!}' submllited, 

F. H. GAINES, 
President of Carroll County Board of Health. 



CASEY COUNTY. 

Middleburg, Ky., August 17, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling areen, Ky. 

Gentlemen; 1 have ju«rt returned from the Infected district near 
Clemen tsville, and found your letter on my return. CleimentsTllle Is 
near the western border of tills county, twenty miles weat of hare. 
There are about fifteen casee of smaJl-pos in <Uie community In tbiU 
county, and we have It fpom reliable authority that there are several 
caeee across the line in the counties of Adair ajnd Taylor. We have 
quarantined the faitilUeB where the disease exists, are erecting some 
peathouaes, have appointed vigilance oonunitteea, etc., and are lia.vlng 
the people vaccinated as rapidly as it can be done. 

This is the first time our county Board have been called to take 
action in matters of tble sort, and we lalxn- under some «mbanra8^neni; 
but we are doing the best we can, and any aasistanoe from you, by your 
presence, suegeations or orders, will be gladly received and as faithfully 
complied wiith as posslWe. Dr. Hood, of that community, Is nobly 
standing by the people. Dr. L«wde, of our Board, has moved from our 
county. I will furnish you another name soon; I will confer with the 
coun'ty authorities, and we will do all in our power to control the die- 
ease. 

Should there be further developmenta I will report to you at once. 
Very reapeetftilly, 



Middleburg, Ky., August 18, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have but little to report from our small-pox district, 
I understand one of the patients died yesterday. No new cases reported. 
I learned this afteniooo that there were two persons in an adjoining 
neig'hborhood who were thought to hare been exposed that were taken 
Blck yesterday. I senE, Dr. Hammonds to see them and inveatigate and 
report to me by telephone in the morning. If anything should develop 
■we will look after it immediately and report to you. 

We are vaccinating throughout the county as rapidly as possible, 
hut we meet with some oppoeJtion— don't know just how to meet. Some 
parties absolutely refuse to be vaccinated, or to have their children vac- 
cinated. We have consulted our attomeya, but they appear to be unde- 
cided a'E to our power and authority, so If you can give us a few points 
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touciing our duty and authiority aloag this line you will confer a favor. 
For inBtance, a man liring on the publle highway (turiuplke) has seven 
or eiigbt ohildrea, who have not been vaccinated, says poBittvely: "I will 
not be vaccinated, and no man shall vaccinate my children." 

Another, a merchant, living i n a village on a public highway, regular 
hacK line, where drummers and traveling men are dally going In and 
out from all parts of the county, and that mercbant aaya: "You 
not vaccinate me nor my chlldTen." What shall we do? 

Any inatructiona or information you can give us touching any, 
these matters will be gratefully received. 
Will report again soon. 

Very reapectfully, 

J. T. WESLEY, M. D., 

County Health Officer, 



aiaJl 



Middleburg, Ky., August 21. 1899. 
Slate Board of Healtli, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen; I have Just received a telephone message informing 
me that there are two new casea of small-pox at Clementsville, each in 
families that had the disease; also that Dr. Hood, who had been thje 
attending physician, was sick, and that he bad all the characteristics at 
small -pox. 

I sent Dr. L. J. Godibey with a. nurse to Clementsville this afternoon. 
Dr. Godbey will remain with them if neceasary. I will have a con- 
ference with Dr. Eeeler at 10 o'clocii to-morrow. 

Any Instructions, ordera or suggestions will be gladly received 
carried out to the best of our ability. 



Vory reepectfnlly, 



Middleburg, Ky.. August 
State Board of Health. Bowling Gj-een, Ky. 

Gentlemen; There are atwut three more new caans of small<]>ox in 
the vicinity of Clementsville. Dr. Hood now has the diaeaae, and Dr. 
Godbey has the entire thing under his care. Tbej« has been twenty-one 
cases and one death to this date. I had a conference with Dr. Beeler 
yesterday. We have ordered the entire oouinty to be vaccinated. W© 
have bad some temporary buildings erected; have furnished mattresses, 
sheets, towels, Hpongea, tubs, medicines, proviaiona, nurses, doctor, etc., 
and are caring for them the beat we can. 

As I stated to yon a few days ago, we meet with considerable oppo- 
sition In some of our work, and would be giad you would give us all the 
Information you can as to our duties and powers. We hope to hear 
from you at your earliest convenience, doctor, touching all these potnts, 
and If we are likely to transcend our iKninds you must haul us down. 
You will please add the name oF Dr. James Weeley, of Uljerty Ky.. to 
our Board, and send me hia commission. Also, I would love to have 
Dr. Hood on the Board as soon as he recovers. 

Hoping to hear from you at your earliieat opportunity, I am, 
Very respectfully, 

J. T. WESLEY. M. D,, 

County Health Office^ 
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Middleburg, Ky., October 20. 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowliii« Green. Ky. 

Gentlemen: Small-pox prevailed in the western part of Casey 
county, near the linee of Marion. Taylor and Adadr. from the latter part 
of Joly to September 15. 1899. when all quarantine restrictions were 
lifted and the infected premises disinfected. 

A diagnosis of the disease was not made until August 10th. when 
the fonrth person wcui so seriously ill that he denuuxded the close atten- 
tion of a physician. As the differenit stages of the disease appeared a 
diagnosis was readily made and warning given to the surrounding com- 
mnniity, and a notice sent to the chairman of the county Board of 
Health. 

&tepa were immediately taken to prevent the spread of the disease 
and to care for those infected. All who had been exposed were placed 
tmder quarantine restrictions. The disease was confined to three pri- 
vate rMAdenoes, and the temporary pesthouse. which was erected in 
the infected district. However, seven families were represented in full 
or in part. The epidemic is justly believed to have originated at Leb- 
anon, Ky. It was mild in character, and it was difficult to make the 
laity (who did not see the patients, but heard of the mortality), believe 
tl»t it was really small-pox. This, with other erroneous hearsays as to 
tibe dangers of vaccinations, made it difficult, and. in fact, impracticable 
to comply with the order of the county Board of Health, general vac- 
cination throughout the county. This was the only difficulty met with 
during our earnest but successful efforts to put down the dread malady. 

The total number of cases was twenty-six, with but one death. This 
one, a child five years old, had the discrete hemorrhagic variety. Five 
casea were confluent; the others discrete or of the varioloid character. 
Three of the number had been successfully vaccinated in 1862. Two 
oJ these had varioloid; the other confluent small-pox. 

The attending physician, Dr. Hood, who had. never had a successful 
vaccination, inoculated himself and had the discrete variety, which 
nin a more rapid course. Two had their vaccination to take effect 
with the disiease. each successive stage was shortened and the disease 
was very mild. 

Our experience goes to prove that the disease is far less contagious 
^iaa generally supposed by the laity and doctors. 

The total cost to the county is about $1,000. 

Very respectfully, 

J. T. WESLEY, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



CHRISTIAN COUNTY. 



Hopkinsville, Ky., May '21, 1898. 

^te Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

, Gentlemen: Your inspector, Dr. Arthur T. McCormack, has doubt- 
J*«B reported to you the case he saw here yesterday in company with 
^^i*. T. W. Blakey. Dr. McCormack was of the opinion that it was a 
^^of small-pox. and, acting upon his suggestion, we have taken every 
**P we could to prevent any further trouble. We placed a guard at 
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oaoe over the house and hun^ out the usual fiign. The tents ordered 
have not arrived, otherwise we would have had the patient and those 
exiKwed removed to proper quarters. 

In the morning we will have temporary buildings put up for them 
until the tents arrive. 

The suspected case was located this evening, and I visited at 6 
o'clock. His name is William Whitfield, colored, age, 16; works in to- 
bacco factory and lives in same part of town as the other patient. He 
showed no evidence of sickness until yesterday at 9 a. m. At that time 
the eruption appeared upon arms, face, scalp and shoulders mostly — 
scarcely any eruption upon legs or abdomen. Says he has had no head- 
ache, backache, rigors or fever, and that he feels as well as he ever did. 
Pulse 72; temperature 98 1-2, and on inspection presents no evidence 
except the eruption of being a sick man. I think it is a case of varicella. 
Have reported the case to Drs. Blakey and Stites, and one of them will 
see it with me in the morning. I failed to say that I saw the girl with 
small-pox at 4 p. m., and I think she is much better. Pulse 100; temper- 
ature 101, and has taken her food because she had a desire for it. We 
were very glad to have Dr. MoCormack with us, and appreciate his 
coming so promptly. Of course, we recognize your right to direct us 
in this matter, and it is only necessary to say that we intend to make 
a very honest effort to carry out your instructions. 

Yours very truly, 

H. H. WALLACE, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



Hopkinsville, Ky., May, 24, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The members of the Christian County Board of 
Health met this morning, and with them the mayor and county Judge. 
It was agreed for the following reasons not to remove patient with 
small-pox, and those in the house with it, to camp until another case 
occurred, for the following reasons: Until to-day we have had heavy 
rains every day for several days. The patient's condition is. such that her 
removal to a wet camp would lessen her chances of recovery; moving her 
would inopease the danger of infecting others, and last, but not least, 
hoping that this will be the only case, the county and city will be saved 
mudh expense. 

It was decided to continue a strict guard over the house until the 
period of danger was past, and, after properly attending to inmates to 
bum house and everything in it. Dr. Blakey visited the suspected case 
this morning, and states positively that it is not small-pox. The patient 
who has It Is doing very well. The tents 'are here, and the Boajxl 
returns its thanks for them, and if not used will return them. With 
kindest regards to Dr. and Mrs. Arthur MoCormack, I am 

Yours very truly, 

H. H. WALLACE, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



state Board of Health, 1898-9. VJ 



THE 1899 SMALL-POX EPIDEMIC IN CHRISTIAN COUNTY. 

Hopkinsville, Ky., November 4, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: On July 14, 1S99. a case of small-pox was discovered on a 
farm 4 1-2 miles from Hopkinsville. I was appointed by the Hoard of 
Health and the county Judge to take charge of the case. I called to a^fs 
the caae on the evening of July 14th. and found a typical case of variola. 

Dr. McGormack. of Bowling Green, was telegraphed for, and he and 
myself began a series of investigations in the surrounding vir:injiy, and 
found four more cases existing. This was reporter] upon our r<-:unj to 
the city, and upon the advice of Dr. McCormack we immediatfrly iiyjk 
steps to establish a pesi house. 

Upon investigation I found iha: an enjp::ve 'lisesai**- ha'] *:xi.^.«rd 
In a colored settlement close by for several •R*^k=. wbicr. "^ is 'jr.ao-uot- 
edly small-pox. But as a maiority of :Le cas^* r.a': ^j^-l '*b.^r:.z^<i'^'l 
they, of course ithat is. most of ihem«. oniy h.a': varlo-o.-i. All jiarj** 
that had taken the disiea^ w.:rr color^-z. Tr.:= fa>r. .sas "Ir b'j:^:'>- <>' a 
great deal of annoyance, for miny of iL-r l&^:y -R^r* ilvI.l*--: '.r^ r>-..*r.e 
that it was not smali-;»ox. V^: soni^ lo^thS'jnj-e- z.-^T''j L.s^iuT:. .S.L'.*: 









however, the disease or:c:r..i:e": v%-::h i 
coionty. the chances w^re \'li'. :L-r v.st^^t^ -■- :• :. ". '•«- ■■:.':.-. ■: 
race, owing to their closr 3 ?? :o: }.- : oi. a :: : : l *.-:-. . :. . :. l- ;::■._- 
whites took : he proj-er r-: e .:■; u -::•:: s . ~i. : -. i : i- - z . i . . : : . : 

Another di2::u::y *•::■:• r.:-:^ ; :l -i. .-i- - .-.ir -■ i- i; "i- 
desnic was the smjl". nirr'Ji "..::■ :;.-- y.z.- ':.- ::.:■-, v lt ^■ 
The people -Bsere in-'li-f : ::■ :.*^ i ;."> l--^.- ■..-.'.=■ "m:. -i-- r 
have b*^n. esp€*?':a'':'- '.:.- ■■. ■.•r^l ri- I .--f- i: i^- 

As I have slrev:!:-- ?■:-.•" 1 - r ■■: >:^'' --i-- i:.: ---:■■ .-i-: l 
thus brin^li-c si*. :i- ■.;?»■■? ■:' .-:..i..-::i .z. i- ; ■ - ■ i ■. : r^- 
of deieniJoi: fee :i:r-^ "ii" i-. ". ••^-l -zt*:?-^: *■ *i- .--■.— T: 
medial;? Ticlnr.y -hij. ::-■ -;.: -i .l .-r i :.r ' . i-ii- i- :• l 
of iiir»ee '«■«•££ vr- :.;. . -.- : ->: .-- ri-:'.*f *■ ;.■-■•■ •:- -::.■•— 
ir5« ai!*f see :ia* ri-r :..i:--i*.l- "i- :--;-- - : ■-■ '-.i: - 

«a:Jor*-f s: : -: mut 

diffic^lT ".j» c-r*. "1- r. ■"■.-?■ "! j :■-■-■"- ■=■! :•"■--'. ■' 'i- ". — i.— 
iti fsjns iS'-^T"^.!- ' 1 " : - : - ": - " : ' ■ . i" i ■ ^ ----.- ^ :: - • 
"vhjr*: I wLS 1 : ■ if- •-■- ■":-:::■ r :' : '•:-*■■.— 
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abated until ataga of puBtulatlon, when they aigaiti became se^M«^ 
Com pi I cations during Lbe disease were numerous, tbe moat common 
being oedema of anliies and tower e'Xtremitles. This complicMlou was 
very common in those paat middie age. I also enoounte:^ two abor- 
tions. The children, of course, -were atUUbom, but both mothers sur- 
Vilved anii rapidly recovered. I amticlpaited, or rather (eai^, septic 
poisoning In both caaee, but lucliily escaped it. I had considerable 
hemorrhage in one case, owing to an adherejit piacemta. However, I 
tnaiuaged to dielaeh It, which was ImmediaLely tbliowed by its expulsion, 
tlie contraction of the uterus and stoppage of the hemorrhage. I also 
had one caae oompllcaited with abscesses. Tills patient had ajbout 
twenty-live or thirty abscesses; mostly on his lower extremities and 
afmis, but also a few on his body and necti. I Incieed ea«* one of these 
sepaiiateiy, which was followed by an immense outpour of pus. As the 
partlenta recovered they were given a corrosdve sublimate bath, a change 
of clothing, a certificate of discharge and then turned o\i;t of camp. 

All houses ever occupied by a small-po.'c caae were either burned or 
thoroughly disinfected by me. I used strong corrosive sublimate wash 
for floors and walls and sulphur fumigation. All articles in the roocn 
thait could not be thoroughly disinfected were destroye<i, after bedng 
appraised. The negroes always endeavored to get more than the ap- 
pral'sed value for their property destroyed. 

The total cost to the county In this epidemic, extending over thre« 
months, was in the neighborhood of J5,000, Inchidlng everything — phy- 
alcian'S, guards, food, clothing, tents, l>edding, eta The cost from loss 
of buaineas was very small, aa it was in the country districts, I think 
(2.500 would cover it. 

J. W. HARNED, 

County Health Officer. 



CLAY COUNTY. 
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Manchester. Ky., July ! 
State Board of Health, Bowlinf; Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Th" situation has not changed much since you were 
here. Some of the suspects have contracted the disease. Most of the 
others are convalescing. I think we will be able to control it right awi^r. 
Two of my cases. I think, will die— the old lady and the infant. K ts 
pretty 'hard to make headway against so many foola and hard-headied 
people, and nothing less than a good oase of smsll-pox with some of 
tbem will do any Kood. I have not been able to get the situation at 
.Tacbson lately or fdnce you were here. I understand there were three 
more cases In northern part of laurel county, (iiilte remote from the 
original neighborhood of the previous breaking out. Will i^Tlte you 
again nhortly. 

Yours truly, 

J. R. BURCHELL. 



Pigeon Roost, Ky.. August 16, 1898, 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I am still looking after the small-pox here, and f 
pie&sea to let you know that the moat of the cases sjc well on the r 
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to recovery, and I think by the middle of September I will have every- 
thing cleBDed up. I have two new oases among the inevitables and 
inside of the boundary of the quarantine. I have had thirty-six casee 
up to this time outside of the suspects; some very interesting cases, from 
varioloid to several confluent forms. I have one very remarkable case — 
a young man twenty-six years of age, who broke out in blisters from 
tflte size of a ten-cent piece to large ones eight or ten inches in diameter. 
These vrere filled with eerum.and in these blisters were the pustules, well 
developed and approaching the confluent form. He is suffering a great 
deal from that burning sensation that follows the rupture of a large 
blister from a bum. I have gotten many a cursing behind my back 
from the people who taboo the idea of amall-pox. Many, however, are 
beinc; oonvinoed of the genuineness of the diiseaee, and have ceased to 
disturb me with their talk. One gentleman's idea of small-pox was 
that when a man had small-pox he was in a hell of a bad fix, and as 
no one had been in that condition, therefore there had been no small- 
IK>x. I will be glad to make a full report to you when I wind up. 

Yours truly, 

J. R. BURCHBLL. 



Manchester, Ky., August 8, 1899. 
State Board of Health: 

(Gentlemen: In accordance with your request I beg to transmit here- 
with a condensed report of the outbreak of the small-pox as it occurred 
in Clay county in 1898. Rumors of the prevalence of small-pox in some 
of the adjoining counties, and also at Richmond, Ky., reached us at 
different times, but being off from the railroad some distance, our 
I>eople and authorities gave the matter very little attention until some- 
time in May. A young girl of bad reputation passed through the county, 
stopping at several places. So, soon after she left persons at whose 
bouses she had stayed and come in contact with began to break out 
wdth chicken-pox, as they thought, until the disease began to spread to 
an alarming extent, developing some very bad cases, though no fatal 
ones; also the same state of affairs began to develop in Laurel county. 
The State Board of Health got information of the state of affairs, and 
sSDit Dr. Smock, of Louisville, to investigate and ascertain if there was 
any small-pox in Laurel and Clay, and also what was being done to 
stop it. That it was really small-pox was too true, and nothing had 
been done to stop it. A meeting of the county officials was called, ar- 
rangements were immediately made to check the spread of the disease 
and stamp it out If possible. I was appointed health officer to take com- 
plete control of affairs, and ordered to use my best judgment in man- 
aging the outbreak. This I did, and was on tlie ground near the center 
of infection July 14th, and found that twenty cases had already de- 
veloped and were in different stages of the disease. My acquaintance 
'With the i)eople and their peculiarities aided me a great deal in con- 
trolling the disease. The epidemic was scattered over considerable 
territory, and the question of a pesthouse at one point I knew would be 
out of the question, and as the population was scattering, I simply kept 
eadh family and locality to itself, placing guards on the roads communl- 
catlns with each neighborhood where the disease was, not so much to 
keep the people at home who were infected, but to keep others out. The 
g^nards were withdrawn after a short time, or when the people got to 
undenErtand what I wanted them to do. In the care of an isolated case 

6 
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tha/t was alone I moved lit to a house where there wiere other oaaes, and 
paid the family so much for care, etc. Under this plan I found that I 
could dispense with guards in a shoirt time, and also solved the nurse- 
and-board problem without any trouble and very little cost, as most of 
the cases were mild, and some of a family were always able to wait on 
the others. Most of the families had soin<ething to live upon, so I had 
but very little expense in that line; whereas, in a i)eflithouse we would 
have had all the expense of nursing and board and furnishing the blouse. 

The outbreak lasted until the 2()th of September, 1898, when at that 
time all cases were well, houses were disinfected and cleaned up, old 
bedding and clothing burned, and every precaution had been taken to 
prevent It again breaking out. I had forty-two cases with two deaths 
in little, feeble children who had complications. I had six cases of a 
confluent form, one case of varioloid and the remainder were of a dis- 
crete charajcter, some of them showing the form distinctly, and were 
most interesting oases to study, showing the different forms and stages 
most beautifully. 

The total cost in managing this outbreak was $1,584.56. The esti- 
mated cost in loss of business would be hard for me to come at. I 
would say about $1,500. I put it at that aanount, because some, or many 
of the people, had no business and would not have been engaged any- 
way. I vaccinated about three hundred people, and 90 per cent of them 
were sujcoessful. 

In making this report I wish to acknowledge the assistance of Dr. 
J. N. MoCormack, representing the State Board, and also my county 
officials, and Dps. Manning, Sandlin and Phillips, of this county. 

Respectfully, 

J. R. BURCHBLL, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

Frankfort, Ky., July 8, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Yours with inclosed from Auditor Stone received. As 
formerly stated to you, one case did occur in the county. The Health 
Board made report of it to fiscal court. After consultation the court 
turned the case over to the Board with full and absolute control. They 
immediately purchased an old house, moved the case into a tent within 
fifty yards of that house, put an Immune nurse with him — those of his 
household with whom he had come in contact were removed to the old 
house adjoining the tent. Every article in the original house was 
burned, and thoroughly disinfected the walls, clean clothing supplied 
them. An old man, father of the patient, sister and two children, all 
were vaccinated and a guard stationed to completely isolate them. Tte 
patient is convalescent and will soon be well enough to clean up; but 
within nine or twelve days the father, the sister and one child had vario- 
loid, and the other child is now a suspect. This constitutes the full re- 
port of the county. No other cases; no county excitement. 

Now for the town. There has been but little doubt that for the past 
three weeks there have been cases of small-pox in the town. The caBe 
in the county was a town negro, servant of Judge Holt, lived in his 
family and slept in his house; was sick for a week, drove the caniase 
with th,e fever and headache and backache. Mrs. Holt said to Judse: 
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"Tom is sick. I think he is g<oiing to have fever. Send him to his 
father's; don't want him sick here with a spedl of fever." He went to 
hi® father, and I have given you the rest. But that was Thursday, did 
go to hlfl father, came back to town Saturday — ^the eruption was then' 
well out — 'back to country and to a negro meeting on Sunday; back to 
town Monday, home in country Tuesday. The cry then raised and the 
fiscal court notified Wednesday, but not until the next second day was 
the case turned over to the Health Board with full power. 

Now to Col. Stone's case. Monday was county court day. The 
negro was well broken out; had been sick for several days. He was on 
the streets all day; town full of country people. Saw and was close 
to numbers of country people and as many town people. On Tuesday 
morning he came out on the street. Was on Main street, near the court- 
house. The magistrate saw him, ordered him off the street; made him 
sit down in the corner of yard, telephoned me. I took tihe doctor (Prioe), 
whom we have employed for the county patienitfiL He pronounced it 
small-pox. Five oUier doctors saw it. AH agreed with Price. I noti- 
fied the mayor, and to accommodate the mayor I procured a room, then 
bougfht a pair of cheap blankets, poured over them a bottle of Plaitt'e 
chloride. Price took them, wrapped the negro In them, and a policeman 
marcihed him to the room where a amall-pox case was convalescing, and 
I had Price put up a yellow flag. While I was out another case was 
reported, and Price went to see that patient. He pronounced it small- 
pox, and put up another yellow flag. We returned to mayor's office. 
I notified him of what we had done. I called a meeting of the Healtlh> 
Board and they indorsed my aotion. This brings up to Tuesday noon. 
Wednesday noon I called on the mayor and told him that I gave him 
official notice that small-pox existed in the town, and unless some action 
was taken immediately I would telegraph the State Board. He said he 
would see his Health Committee. Afterward a council meeting was 
called. Dr. Hume and Dr. Chlnn, the meonbers of the Board of Health, 
met theim, told them small-pox existed, and demanded Immediate action. 
After muich wrangling, in which the chaitrman of the Health Committee 
said there was no case of small-pox in the city (the county judge had 
said the same thing to the Board the morning of that day, and further 
said that no case was in the city or county, and had not been for five 
years); also another member of the council decla-red no case existed in 
the city. But after the committee, through one of its memibers, de- 
clared he would not serve on the committee w4tliout the aid of the 
Board, and the Board being present declared they would not assume 
control unless the council surrender the absolute and entire control to 
them. A resolution was passed satisfactory to Dr. Chlnn and Dr. 
Hume, and that night (Thursday) the Board was placed in charge. Im- 
mediately began a most rigid effort to secure a location for small-pox 
hospital tent, and at the end of forty hours notified the council it was 
impossDble to secure a place, and asked that legal measures be taken to 
secure such place. And now at this, meeting, 3 p. m., Saturday 8th, we 
have been notified of no definite plan, but in few hours hope to be fur- 
nished suitable place. In the meantime we have examined all reported 
cases, and have fiagged five jwints in the city. Three others will prob- 
ably be flagged to-day. At each flag a special guard is placed day and 
night. All egress or ingress stopped. 

One case was the child of a councilman, the chairman of the Health 
Committee, who opposed the Board and declared no case existed in 
FYankfort. The child was that moment broken out. Dr. Ely, Dr. 
Hume, Dr. Chinn and Dr. Duvall all saw it, pronounced it small-pox, 
ordered a flag put up. It was threatened by the councilman to pull it 
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down, but the flag was put up, and he was ■told at hta peril to pul! it 
down. It still wayee and a policeman stands guard over it. We do not 
have tlie support of the county Judge, not all the couucU, nor very majiy 
of tlic Bubat&ivtlaJ citizens, but the case la arSMiming sucb proportione 
as the l>e<tter class In large numbere are comlttg to our rcJlef constantly, 
and within the next forty-elgh't hours we doubtlees will have the diaeaae 
in proper limits, all cases flawed and guarded. If hospital fumlahed 
us we will remove the cases to-night, and make this our official report 
to your honorable tiody up to 3 p. m., July 7. 1899. 

W. V. WILLIAMS, M. D., Ohalnnan, 

E. E. HUME, M. D.. 

G. W. CHINN, M. D., 

County and City Board of Health. 



REI>ORT OF BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Pranlttort, Ky., Ootoljer 2, 1S99. 
To the Hon. J. D. Moore, Judge of Franltlin County Court; 
To the Hon. W. S. Dehoney, Mayor of the City of Franltfort: 
To the Honorable the Fiscal Court of Franklin County: 
And to the Honorable the Common Counoll of the City of Pranifort. 

Sirs: The undersigned, the Franklin County Board of Health, ap- 
pointed by, and auxiliary to, the State Board of Health, beg herewith to 
present to your honorable bodies, moat respectfully, their report of the 
reoenit outl»reak of aroall-pox in the county of Franklin and city of 
Frankfort. From the best Information obtainable we are of opinion that 
the initial caae was Imported Into the dty and county by visitors from 
the military caanp at Lexington during the occupancy of that city by 
Federal troops, during the summer of i89S. Occasional sporadic cases, 
at Intervals for several months, appeai-ed thereafter, which were over- 
looked because of error in diagnosis, mainly caused by the very mild 
type of the disease. 

The first alarming case occurred on June 13, 1899, In the county, in 
the person of a negro employed in Frankfort, but whose parents resided 
in the county, who. Incoming ill. was removed to the country home of 
hlB parents, from whioh place the first note of alarm was sounded. He, 
with his entire family, were isolated in a secluded locality, where all 
the family of five subsequently were affected, none of whom had been 
sucoessfully vaccinated, four of the number had never been at all. 

On July 4th, subsequently, the first pronounced case was publicly 
known In tie city in the person of a negro man, who, when thoroughly 
broken out, had been on the street during county court day, and had 
endangered a very great number of persona. Up to this time the fiscal 
court had turned over the management of the situation to the County 
Board of Health, and within a few days thereafter the council of the 
city also requested the Board to take chaige of the city's cases. As 
soon as possible a location for an eruptive camp was leased and well 
supplied with tonta, cots and all necessary appliances, and all cases 
were taken to the camp, and ali suspects were removed to a detention 
osimp. A OMnpulsory and peneral vaccination of the city was ordered 
and rigidly enforced, and all infected points in the county were likerwlse 
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Frankfort, Ky., September 24, 1899. 

To the Boards of Health of Frankfort and E^ankltn County— U. V. Wil- 
liams, E. B. Hume, Geo. W. Chinn. 

Gentlemen: Having be^n honored by you in being appointed as 
physician in charge of the eruptive hospital of the city and county, I 
now take pleasure in submitting to you the following report: 

The grounds were secured by great eftorts on the part of the mayor 
and members of the council, and the first two cases of small-pox were 
removed from the city on the night of July 10th. All others, who were 
so unfortunate as to have contracted this terrible and loathsome dis- 
ease, were, by you and your valuable assistants' untiring efforts, speedily 
removed from the city and county to the eruptive camp. I think you 
will see the wisdom, from the appended statistics of the camp, of two 
things in particular that were done according to your advice. I refer 
to the compulsory vaccination in the city, and the removal to the camp 
of detention of all persons who had been exposed to the disease. 

Number of people in camp, white 72 

Number of people in camp, colored 66 

■ 

Total 138 

Number in detention camp, wblte 27 

Number in detention camp, colored 16 

Total 43 

Number of oases that broke out in detention camp, white 15 

Number of cases that broke out in detention camp, colored 10 

Total 25 

Number cases true small-pox, white 31 

Number cases true small-pox, colored 24 

Total 55 

Number cases varioloid, white 14 

Number cases varioloid, colored 26 

Total 40 

Number cases confluent small-pox : 4 

Number oases discrete small-pox 51 

Total number oases true small-pox 55 

Number persons with true small-pox who had never been vac- 
cinated 51 

Number persons with true simall-pox who had been vaccinated, but 
showed no mark 4 

Total 55 

Number city inmates 117 

Number couaty inmates 21 

Total county and city 138 
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Deaths none. 

Total number persons in camp vaccinated 78 

Persons who claimed to have been vaccinated, but who had no mark, 7 

I beg to call your attention to the fact that there was not a single 
case of true small*i>ox in a person who had been well vaccinated. You 
will readily see from the above statistics of the camp that about one-half 
only of the number of persons who had been exposed to small-pox either 
contracted small-pox or varioloid (small-pox in a modified form). 

There were a few of the suspects who refused to be vaccinated, all 
of whom afterward contracted true small -pox. Therefore I would urge 
the necessity of vaccinating all persons who had been exposed to the 
disease before removing them to a small-pox camp, as physicians in 
charge of such camps seldom have the authority to comi>el inmates to 
be vaccinated. I now believe that this endemic of the disease is prac- 
tically wiped out, as there are now just four i>eople left at the camp, all 
of one family and all convalescent. There has not been a case of small- 
pox or varioloid outside of the camp In this city or county since the 7th 
of Au^^st. 

In conclusion I would like to express my sincere thanks through 
you to that able physician and man, Dr. J. N. McCormack, of Bowling 
Green, who has for so many years rendered such valuable assistance in 
small-pox and other epidemics throughout the state. His advice and 
suggestions were certainly most valuable to me. I desire also to express 
to you, gentlemen, my unbounded appreciation of the great aid rendered 
me by the men who worked with me so well and faithfully, and of the 
absolute confidence you placed in us throughout those trying times. 

Respectfully, 

JNO. G. SOUTH, 
Physician In charge of Eruptive Hospital. 

The total cost of the epidemic to the city and county was $9,077.06. 



INVENTORY OF ARTICLES AT ERUPTIVE HOSPITAL. 

Tents 50 

Cots 72 

Comforts and blankets 131 

Chairs 62 

Lanterns 21 

Picks 2 

Shovels 1 

Axes 2 

Hatchets 2 

Coal oil cans 2 

Milk cans 5 

Large coffee boilers 2 

CofPee pots 5 

Clocks 1 

Coffee mills 1 

Wash tubs 9 

Wash boards 5 
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Wash pans 30 

Water coolers 5 

Chamibers 1 

Bed pans 1 

Hot water bags 1 

Cooking stoves 2 

Range and cooking utensils 1 

Dish pans 4 

Grind stones 1 

Center tables 1 

L»arge kettles 8 

Pumps 1 

Mash tubs 2 

Waiter barrels 7 

Boxes of drugs 2 

Piatt's Chloride 1 dozen bottles. 

Darby's fluid 1-2 dozen bottles. 

Knives, forks and spoons 6 dozen. 

Tin cups and plates 6 dozen. 

China plates 43 

Soup bowls 44 

Tea cups 56 

Saucers 59 

Vegetable dishes 3 

Meat dishes 2 

Small dishes 7 

To the Health Board, City of Frankfort. 

Sirs: Please find above an inventory of all articles left at the hos- 
pital oamp, and which have been thorouighly disinfected and stored as 
you have directed. All worthless articles have been burned. The tents 
have been properly disinfected and aired. The cots are woven wire. 
All cloth-top cots destroyed. 

Most respectfully submitted, etc., 

MORGAN BRAWNER, 

Sanitary Inspector and Disindtoctor. 



REPORT OF COUNTY HEALTH BOARD. 

To the Honorable, the Fiscal Court of Franklin County: 

Honored Sirs: On the 13th of June last you were informed of the 
existence of small-pox within the county, in the person of one Tom 
Price, colored. Complaint was made to your body by the citizens In the 
community of his home. You requested the County Boeml of Health to 
take charge of same, which they did, removing him to an out-of-the-way 
old dwelling,and also all his family, of father, sister and three children, 
all of whom subsequently had the disease, none having been vaccinated. 
On the establishment of a general hospital by the city and county these 
patients were, at the end of thirty days, removed to the hospital. The 
cost of establishing and maintaining the temporary hospital has bteen 
reported to you and paid by your orders. The tent and cots used there 
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were burned. For further detailB see report ot physician in charge. 
Dr. J. L. Price, whose report la made part of tlile report. IQa effldent 
and superior management of the aituatlon Is highly conunendied by the 
Health Board. 

Since the removal oi the county patients to the general hospital 
twenty-one patients from the county have been treated there, and the 
cost of same has not yet been adjusted. The Health Board would moat 
rcHpectfully Bure^f^ a committee from your body to meet with a like 
cominittee from the council of the city of Frankfort, who, In consultation 
with the Health Board, may be able to adjust the cost of the hospital 
and pro rata the same ao as to be Just to both city and county. For all 
of which, and the moat conBlderate and courteous treatment the Health 
Board has received from your honorable body, we most respectfully sub- 
mit this our final report, etc. 

U. V. WILLJAMS, Chairman, 

B. E. HUME, 

GEO. W. CHINN, Secretary, 

Franklin County Health Board, 



REPORT OF COUNTY PHYSICIAN, 



Gentlemen: I herewith submit report of cases of variola (small-pox) 
in my care during the recent epldeanlc In this city and county; 

June 16, 1S99, called at Mr. Hug-hes', five mdles Booitheast ot Frank- 
fort, on the Lawrenceburg pike, to see Tom Price, aaJd to have amall- 
poz. Learned he had gone to aee County Judge Moore. Found him 
nest day In Clark's woods, about two mllefl from town, delirioua and 
covered with an eruption, which, on examination, proved to be a well- 
marked case of variola. Provided him with a tenit as fthelter, food, etc., 
leaving him In charge ot nurse whom I had taken out with me. Reitum- 
ing to Hughes' place on same day, I vaccinated four members of the 
Price family, who liad been exposed to disease by contact with Tom, he 
having slept In the house for several nights after eruption had appeared. 
A day or two after, by order of the Board o[ HeaHh of Franklin county, 
removed Tom Price to Hughes' oamp, and also moved the other four 
mem^bere ot the family to cabin about 100 yards from tenlt of firet 
patient. With them was placed a guard to enforce strict isolation. All, 
however, were attacked with an exceedingly mild form of varioloid, two 
of the oases not having over twenty or thirty spots of eruption, and none 
of them being confined to bed over two or three days. The treatjnent 
consisted ot generous diet, with sparing use of stimulants, with Inunc- 
tion of olive oil and application of aub-nitraite of bismuth, covering entire 
body with same. On July H, 1899, l.y '.iil^r of (he- BD.ird, i-i?niov?(i the 
patients to the general camp, about U\o ioili?B from town, in charge of 
Dr. Soath, all the patients being at tbis time convalescent. 

All the cases were extremely mikl. that of the first patient bedng 
the worst under my care, with also m more general eruption — a typical 
case of the so-called discrete form of eruption. The treatment 
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siflted merely of diet, slight amoun-t of stimulation, with inunction o( 
olive oil dusted over freely with bismuth sub. nit. The naooies of thli 
family, etc., are: 

Tom Price, a^ed about 30 years. 
Charles Price, aged about 60 years. 
Ellen Price, aged about 26 years. 

Price, aged 3 years. 

Price, aged 8 months. 

No deaths. 

Very respectfully, 

J. LAMPTON PRICE, M. D. 
Frankfort, Ky., October 10, 1899. 



FULTON COUNTY. 



Fulton, Ky., Mch. 17, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: We have two well-defined cases of small-pox here. I 
passed on them last Monday, but as some of the citizens were not saitis- 
fied about it. Dr. Rivers, of Paducah, was called in, who agreee witli 
us that they are well-defined ca;ses (both negroes). I expect theire are 
forty or fifty exposures. The two cases and the suspects are iBolatod 
and guarded. City will proceed at once to get a place and put up peat- 
house. It is the duty of county board I believe to condemn land, if nec- 
essary, to put it on. Will you kindly send me a copy of quarantine lafw. 
I have lost mine. Write me any advice or instructions you think beet 
Will report from time to time. 

Yours truly, 

A. B. WHAYNB, 
Chm. County Board, F\i]ton Ca 



GARRARD COUNTY. 

Lancaster, Ky., Feto. 20, 'SS. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Yesterday our local Board of Health went before the 
dty council and urged them to issue orders to the oiitIzen« to become 
vaccinated immediately. Before the day wajs gone the mayor had iaeued 
a proclamation calling the attention to the wishes of the State Board 
and requesting all to get vaccinated before compulsory measuTea were 
adopted. I immediately telegraphed to Henry Drug Co. for 200 Tiros 
points. The city will pay for vaccination of paupers. 

We have asked for a meeting of the county court, so that we may 
present the matter to them for action. We want every man, woman and 
child in the county vaccinated within the next two weeks. 

There are many negroes from this section working in the moantaina 
of ESaetem Kentucky, who are likely to drop in upon ue with small- 
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pQx. Our county court is liberal, our city council will aet promi^tly, 
and we are "ready to meet the enemy." 

We had a case of mild scarlet fever reported to us yesterday, where- 
upon we sent notioe and directlonjs for preventing spread to the family. 
Another case was reijorted to-day, but we are not at all afraid of an epi- 
demic. For several years we have had an occasional mild case in the 
county, but no bad caeee and no deaths. 

Should the county pay for virus for paupers? I remember you once 
furnished me with some points, but I do not remember to have paid you 
for them. 

We will do all that can be done to prevent small-pox getting a start 
in Central Kentucky by timely vaccination. 

Advise me if there is any need to do more than warn and vaccinate. 
With best wishes, 

Your friend, 

J. B. KINNAIRD, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



GRAVES COUNTY. 



Mayfield, Ky., April 7th, 1899. 

To the State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Under Imstructions by telegraph from you bearing date 
April 6th, Dr. J. D. Dandrum was commisoioned to visit Clay Switch, 
this county, and investigate the sick there supposed to have been ex- 
IK>sed to the case of small-pox sent to peisthouse at Paducah. 

Enclosed you will find original report to Graves County Boa/rd 
Health from Dr. Landrum. 

Again, to-day, he is in receipt of telephone from Clay Switch re- 
questing that he again visit the sick there. I have requested that he go 
there at once, take charge of the situation, isolate, vaccinate, et id 
omne genus, till such time as it will be prudent to discontinue his visits 
and oversi^t. In meanwhile, should any change, or evidence you 
fiOiould know, supervene, I will give you due notice. I have juat gotten 
up from a long illness, or I should write you more at length. I am 
behind in every direction, and am ruehed to catch up. Will write you 
If any material change takes place. 

May the gods defend you till life shall end. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN I.. DISMUKES, SR., M. D., 

Chairman County Board of Health. 



Mayfield, Ky., April 5th, 1899. 

J. L. Dismukes, M. D., Chairman of County Board of Health, and Others: 

Dear Sirs: In obedience to your orders, I visited Clay Switch and 
Pryorsburg this day, and find that the negro, John Smith, undoubtedly 
had small-pox in a contagious stage from 24 to 36 hours before he left 
Clay Switch; 'he then went to Pryorsburg, and from there to Paducah, 
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traveling afoot. The laat aeen or beard of him was near thla place. 
Mayfleld. Nest he is reported In the peathouae in Paduoah. with a full 
developed caae of Bmall^poK. 

Now, I am fuUy satLsfled that 50 or 100 perBons, if Qot a greater 
number, have been exposed in this couoty to the disease, mostly at 
Clay Swttcb and Pryorsburg. F^irthennore, I believe one-tbird of 
them only are protected by vaccination or otberwlse. Now, I did moat 
earnestly advise vaccination and revacclnatlon of all unprotected per- 
sons, and that without delay. All the doctors and all the people, with 
one accord, proceeded to carry out ray instruction, and pledged them- 
eelves to faithful obeervance of your inetructione, through me, or other- 
wise expressed. 

With high regards. 



Mayfleld, Ky., April Hth. 189S. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green. Ky. 

Gentlemen: The mayors of Paducah and PryorBburg are, I tear. 
giving you a false impression of Capt. Cooley. of Clay Switch. Mr. Cooly 
is a law-abiding clitizen and a good man. In order to get at the bottom 
facts, I got on the train yesterday and went to Clay Switch to see the 
situation for myself. There la no aiekneaa there, and the case of small- 
pox, taken ill there, la quai'SJitined in a bouse one mile distant and 
doing well. 

Mr. Cooley denies sending the ease to Paducah or to Pryorsbui-g. 
But In explanation, says that the negro went to Pryorsiburg to go borne. 
He did not live at Clay Switch, but was only a laborer, and wben he re- 
ported to Mr. Cooley he was sick, Cooley advised him to go home. The 
negro said he had no money to pay his fare home. Cooley asked blm 
what sum it required, and gave the negro three dollars, the sura neces- 
sary. Whem the nepx> gat to Pryorsburg, Drs. Howard and Slaughter 
told him he had small-pox. The negro then went to Paducah, walking 
and riding on trains as he could, and passing through Mayfleld. Cooley 
had no part in this, he says. There Is bad blood over a poatofflce lo- 
cated at the Switch, as also a rival store there for the Clay Switch Co. 
trade. Allison is a Hepttlilloan, and attempts to run his privaite husluess 
into politics. So says Mr. Cooley. "Let us have peace." 

Up to date things are running smoothly here at Clay Switch. 
Respectfully yours, 

JOHN U DISMUKBS, 
Chairman Co. Board Health. 

N. B, — Dr. IjandTum is keeping Water Valley under observation and 
the disease there is well in hand. 

J. L. D. 

Mayfleld, Ky„ May 13th, 1899. 
Drs. Diamukes, Pryor, Stevens and Mathews, Co. Board of Health of 

Gravee Co., Ky. 

Gentlem*M: I have tlie honor of submitting Ihe following report: 
Clay Switch and Pryorsburg patients have all been discharged: pest- 
honee been properly fumigated and purified. I think all necessary pre- 
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caution hais been taken, and the houae free from further trouble of 
small-pox, with only one death. I will go to Water Valley Saturday 
next and "graduate" the two patients there. 

The woman (of col.), Bell Kaufman, who came to this city on last 
Tuesday morning from BvansvlUe, Ind., wdlth a full-developed case of 
small-pox, hajs been safely lodged in a tent on the south part of "Poor 
House farm," one-half mile from any residence, under strict guard, and 
well cared for. This woman came on the tiraitn, with her face heavily 
veiled, and 'that at ndgbt; waited four hours at Princeiton and handled 
her tickets, having this disease, small-pox, at the time, in a contagious 
form. 

I have telegraphed to the Supt of Ijouisville division, and also the 
Memphis division of the I. C. R. R., and asked them to please instruct 
their conductors to let no one pass over the road with a mask or veil 
without investigating to see whether they are trying to conceal this 
loathsome disease or other contagion. For It is well known that 
small-pox is prevailing in many paiits of the country. We do not wish 
to lay a quarantine or embargo upon the railroad to interfere with busi- 
ness or travel. 

Many of the citizens, mostly colored, have been exposed to her. As 
many as we oould find have been vaccinated and are in quaraiitinei. 
About 100, more or less, have been vaccinated, especially her household 
and near neighbors, the latter under strict quarantine, awaiting devel- 
opments. 

This woman was in this city from early in the morning until after 
dark (on Tuesday) before I was notified. Where the blame rests I can 
not say, as I was not on police duty at that hour. 

With highest regards, I am 

Your ol>edieint servant, 

J. D. LANDRUM, M. D., 
Health Officer. 



Mayfleld, Ky., June 17th, 1899. 

Dr. J. L. Dlsmukes, Chairman of Board of Health of Graves O)., Ky. 

Dear Sir: I herewith submit my final small- pox report: My last 
report stated that Bell CJoffman (col.) was in the pesthouse, with her 
husband as nurse, and that I had six others who had been exposed to 
the disease, in quarantine station, isolated and securely guarded. Of 
these six, only one, a daughter of Bell, had the disease. The period of 
incubation suggests that she contracted the disease before leaving Evans- 
ville. Sunday night, before leaving, she slept with her mother, who 
had the eruption on her in a contagious stage. Vaccination and iso- 
lation saved all the others. On the 3d day of June I discharged all that 
were left In quarantine, and to-day discharged those in the pesthouse, 
they being entirely well; having all the bedding and clothing that were 
infected burned. In all, viz., Water Valley, Clay Switch, and this place, 
there have been 15 cases — 10 small-pox and five varioloid, with one 
death. Now there is not a case of small-pox or anything like it in the 
county. Our safety for the future depends on constant vigilance, wihlch 
I most earnestly enjoin. I have visited quite a number of suspicious 
eases, and will continue so to do. Awaiting further orders, 

Respectfully, 

J. D. LANDRUM, 

Health Officer. 
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Mayfteld, Ky., Au«. &th, 1899. 
Bute Boaxd of Health. Bowline Green, Ky. 

G«ntteinen: I hereby Bubmit my report of the several tnvosions of 
emall-pox In Graves county since the ftrsrt of April up to the present time. 

On the 5th of April I waa called to Clay Switch, near Pryoraburg, 
where a colored man, a day laborer, John Smith, who had been sick 
tlhree or four days, when an eruption a^^eared, which proved to be 
small-pox. 

More than 40 persona had been exposed to him aftiw It became con- 
ta^ous, nearly all of whom were unprotected by vaccination or other- 
Vaccination, Isolation and quarantine were rigidly enforced. But 
eight fell victima to variola, three to varioloid, making eleven colored 
laborers at this place, with one death. This man Smith, we think, 
brought the diseaae from Fulton, Ky. 

On the 7th of April I waa called to Water Valley. 17 miles aouth, 
in thia oounty, where I found a colored man who had been put oil the 
train the night bePore, wiith fflnall-pox in its veedcular stage, hence con- 
tagiona. A dozen or more of unproiectetJ persona were exposed to him 
beifore I saw him. Vaccination, iaoiatioin and quarantine were enforced. 
Vaccination isaved all but one, making two cases of the difteaae. No 
deatbc. 

On the 16th of May a colored woman (Bell Coftman) arrived In this 
city from Bvansvllle, Ind., under a veil, with a well-developed case ol 
small-pox in contagioTiB stage. Eight unprotected persons, all of her 
honeehold, besides several others, were exposed to her. VaccInBitlim 
did an excellent work, saving all except one, her daugbter, who came 
with her and evidently contracted the disease In Evansville. 

June 9tli Thomas Phillips, of Tennessee, was brouglit into town with 
variola, fever' just at beginndng of the eruptive period. I put blm in 
quarantine. Next morning he slipped away while the guard waa at 
breakfagt. and made good his escape to Tennesaee befi>re It became con- 
tagious, i. e,, during papulous stage. This man bmuebt the disease 
from Missouri. 

On the ISth of July I was called to see Robt. McNatt (white). 17 
mllea south of this place, near Dukedom, who had confluent smalt-poi 
in its pustulous stage. Only two, his brother and' brother's wife, were 
victims, and they were hie nurses. Vaccination tailed to protect. The 
former has the disease tn discrete form, but his wife has aeml-confiuent 
variola, besides, she is enceinte, at the fouirtlL month, hence the prog- 
nofris Is uncertain. Robt. McNa*t. the initial case, died on the 13th 
day of the eruption, and was buried at low 12 In a grave 6 1-2 feet deep, 
due east and west, by myself and two others. 

To sum up, from April &th to date, we had five invasions of the dis- 
ease In this county, lEi of variola, 3 of varioloid, and two deaths. The 
flrat death was ft colored man, Richard Saxon, who died of hemorrhage 
of the bowels, having suffered from chronic dysentery for six months 
before entrance to the hospital. This was at Clay Switch. The other 
deati was McNatt, as stated above. We have had no "epidemic;" no 
serious obstruction to traffic, trade or travel. No quarantine advised 
or enforced except agadnst pesthouaes and quarantine stationa The 
disease was stamped out in a reasonably short time, in each invasion. 
the present being under complete control. No possible chance for it to 
spread. 
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The cost to the county and city will not probably exceed $2,500 
all told. 

Reepectfully, 

J. D. LANDRUM, M. D.. 
Health Officer of Graves Ck>. 



Mayfleld, Ky., Oct. ^th, 1899. 
To State Board of Health: 

Deliering that th© court of claims for Graves county has been 
too parsimonious In paying Dr. J. D. Landrum, the very efficieint 
county physician, appointed by this CJounty Board of Health to attend 
the small-pox epidemic this summer at various points in this county, 
as well as in Mayfleld; and Dr. Landrum, in oipen court, refusing to 
serve us In like capacity under any future emergency; and we, the 
several members of the Graves County Board of Health, being unwilling 
to do the work ourselves, with the prospect of an expensive suit against 
the county for our services and expenses, should an ocoa'sion arise in the 
future demanding our services; and knowing of no doctor here who 
would surrender, for the time and occasion, his practice for the attend- 
ant risks and pay; and for many other reasons not necessary to men- 
tion at this time and place , do hereby tender our resignations as mem- 
bers of the Graves County Board of Health, to take effect on receipt of 
this letter. 

JOHN L. DISMUKES, M. D., 

E. A. STEVENS, M. D., 

J. D. PRYOR, M. D., 

S. J. MATHEWS, M. D., 

County Board Health. 



HARDIN COUNTY. 



Cecilia, Ky., Aug. 25th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The small-pox epidemic made its first appearance In 
Hardin county, at Cecilia, in February, 1899, in the person of a negro 
man by the name of Berry, who had been on a visit to Louisville, Ky. 
As health oificer I called to see him three days after the eruiption made 
its appearance. I found him in a negro boarding-house and in a family 
consisting of mother, father and ten ohildren. The place was a ren- 
dezvous for all our colored population. None of the family of visitors, 
except the father, had been vaccinated. I immediiately vaccinated all 
who had been exposed except three of the visitors, who got away too 
soon. All the vaccinations took well except the father, who had been 
vaccinated; all who were vaccinated or had been previously vaccinajted 
escaped the disease. The thtee who got away without vaccination 
oame back to me in from 12 to 14 days suffering from the disease. 

Hardin county owns a large county farm, on which was an out- 
house set apart to be used to care fior contagious diseases. To this 
house it was my Intention to move Berry, and any other cases which 
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mlghrt occur. We have al-ao perhaps the most extenfiive free telepthone 
system in the world. Our telephone system reaches nearly every farm- 
house in the county, and in making my arrangements to have the house 
prepared for my patient, I suppose eome one was eaveedropping, and 
before I oould reach the house it was burned to the ground. I then 
took Berry, together with the three subsequent cases, to a hoiuie on my 
own farm, where I cared for them until well. 

I have narrated the burning of the oounlty eruptive hoepltal that 
I may tell you what your County Board for Hardin county did, and to 
give due credit to our worthy county court. Judge H. W. Bnglisli Im- 
mediately comvened the fiscal court, and by the advice of the County 
Board of Health an appropriation suffldeut to build a nice and conve- 
nient eruptive hospital on the county farm was made, and in two weeks 
we were prepared to give to small-pox cases the best possible attention. 
Some of our best and most respectable people went to this hospital, and 
were treated. The fifth case was in the person of a Mr. Bunnell, who 
contracted the disease, perhaps at Lebanon Junction, and wba taken 
sick at a boarding-houise in BUsDabethtown, and was attended by Dr. 
J. W. O'Conner, who promptly notified the health ofiloers, and the case 
was immediately removed to the eruptive hospital. All exposed per- 
sons were vaccinated and fiags of warning tacked up. No spread. 

Next outbreak was at Stithton, Ky., In the person of a young Mr. 
Barker, who rode out from Liouisville on a wheel, and when seen by 
Dr. Allen, of Stithton, was told to go home immediately and stay there^ 
for he had and was broken out with small-pox. Dr. Allen called me up 
by telephone, and together with Drs. N. S. Willis, Allen and Reaser, I 
went to see young Barker at his father's house, and when I told the old 
man that his boy had amall-pox, I was not very politely told by the old 
man that he had had small-pox himself, and knew a great deal more 
about It than I did, and he would not submit to vaccination. I sent off, 
however, and got vaccine virus to vaccinate two young sisters of the 
patient, and who had been exposed. The virus proved to be too old 
and inert. The young ladles refused to be re-vaccinated, and the con- 
sequence was the father and the two girls afterwards had the disease. 
The mother had been vaccinated. No further spread at Stithton. 

I ha\l not gotten home from Stithton before the old man called up 
a lawyer In Elizabethtown to know if he could not get damages from a 
doctor for saying his son had small-pox when It was a lie. 

The next was In the person of Mrs. Holland, manager of the CJounty 
Telephone Exchange at Vine Grove, Ky. She had been on a visit in 
Louisville, and began breaking out on Sunday, and had quite an amount 
of company that day. Many persons came Into her room to do tele- 
phoning. She was removed to the eruptive hospital, and all persons 
who had been exposed were succefl/sfully vaccinated. There was no 
spread. 

The next case was In the person of Miss Peak, on East Rudes 
Creek. She also had been visiting in Louisville, and the gentleman at 
whose house she was stopping broke out with the disease. She came 
home and was attended by F. P. Strickler, M. D., who kept the case well 
isolated, and vaccinated father, mother and nine small children. No 
soread 

I have been told that there has been a suspicious case or so In Har- 
din county, on the line with Grayson county, near Big CliCty. I vis- 
ited the locality, but could find no new cases In Hardin county. In 
this locality many have been exposed, and the outcome at this time can 
not be told. Please note: All the initial oases except Bunnell came 
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from Louisville. He came from Lebanon Junction. In each case many 
otbeps were exposed, and all who had been or were afterwards exposed 
and had not been successfully vaccinated ix>ok the disease, proving be- 
yond any doubt, in my mind, tlhat the disease was small-pox. 

In each case I depended on nurses imimune only by vaccination. I 
would take any one I could get and vaccinate them and put them in the 
room with the patient, where they would remadu and. nurse the case 
through. Here I wish to commend Mrs. Strange, at whose boardiner- 
house Mr. Bunnell was taken sick. Witlh a true woman's heart, she 
volmiiteered to go to the hospital to nurse her boairder, and, together with 
her only child, a boy of seven years, she remained with the imf ortunate 
man, who had the hemorrhagic variety and died. This was the only 
death in the county. 

You see it has made its appearance in all parts of the county and 
at six different times, and in no Instance was it allowed to spread from 
the point of the first infection. By means of our great system of free 
telephones we would hear of any suspicious cases, and made it a point 
to follow all reports up and see fior ourselves if it were small-pox. 

I can not say too much in oommenidatlon of my two associates, Drs. 
F. P. Strickler and S. N. Willis. They were always on the alert, and 
fearleas of the consequences to themselves, they did their duty. 

The cost outside of the building of the hospital (which all counties 
should have) will not exceed four hundred dollans. 

The greatest loss will be in time to those infected and those ostra- 
cised on account of being exposed. 

We flatter ourselves that if we have not managed these outbreaks 
in "the very best maainer," we have at least merited the Injunction, 
"Well done, good and faithful servants." 

Fraternally yours, 

C. Z. AUD, M. D., 
Health Officer of Hardin Co., Ky. 
(Dictated.) 



HART COUNTY. 

Horse Cave, Ky., 8-29-'99. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to report to you the small-pox scare 
of the town of Horse Cave. On the momdng of April the 10th one Mar- 
shall Logsdon came Into our town with a well-developed case of disorefte 
small-pox, creating a stampede of our people. I endeavored to have him 
arrested, but he eluded the officer and went out into the country to Ms 
father's, about two miles north of our town. I followed hiim and had 
him quarautined at his father's, with two younger brothers and hds 
father. I thoroughly vaccinated the two brothers and revaocinated the 
father. The vaccination was all O. K. on both of the brothers, but failed 
on the father. He contracted a mild case of varioloid. I quarantined 
three other families in the same ne'lghborhood and had all vaccinated. 
Kept them in until all danger was over. Our town trustees were called 
together at once and had every exposed person vaccinated and arrange- 
ments to care for any case that should show up. There was considerable 
kicking and cussing, I receiving my full to overflowing part of it. The 
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man who brought the dieeaae to this place came from Leibanon Junc- 
tion. It seems strange thait a health officer In attempting to protect 
the people should be so abused by people wlio should know better, but 
the fool-kiiler hasn't come yet. The cost to the county will be only 
about 1125,00; Che loss to traffic but little. 

I wteh to return my thanks to our town trustees and police judge 
tor their prompt co-operfttion, and also to R©v. Joseph Chandler, of the 
M, E. church. South, and Rev. Voylea, of the Baptist church of this 
place, for their asslstan-ce in quieting our people: ajid ai90 to Judge Mc- 
Candiess, of Hart county court, and also to Mr. Cap Garden, our efficient 
county attorney, for their prompt assistance and advice. 
Respectfully, 



HENRY COUNTY. 

Bethlehem, Ky., May 29Ui. 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Qreen, Ky. 

Gentiemen: I have a case of small-pox, and in reporting same 
to the health department, I want information as regards the exposed 
parties. There liaTe Ijeen possibly ten (10) persons, besides myself and 
the physician's that I have had oailed to confirm my diagnosis, other 
than the family. I am holding a strict quarantine upon the household 
and patient 

The neishborhood is mnch concerned and con^derable coneteiraa- 
tlon. I have and am continually advising all parties who have been ex- 
posed to keep close in their homes and allow no one lo come wbere they 
are, as the period of incubation is about out, and that they are very 
liable ito take same variola, while on visits, etc., as many of tlem are 
prone to do, I have hoisted the "'yellow flag"and am doing everything 
and ■taking every precaiuioii known to us to circumscribe and slop the 
dissemination of the malady. 

Is there any law by which we can compel parties to stay in quaraai- 
tine? If yon think proper send a health officer here, aa I am having con- 
siderable trouble to properly impress certain parties of the necessity of 
strictly obeying instructions. 

Please let me hear from y«u by return mall. 
Youra fraternally. 

C. L. CRAWFORD. M. D. 



Bethlehem, Ky., June Sth, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green. Ky. 

Gentlemen: I wrote you yesterday that I had one more case of 
small-pox, and to-day another memlter of tjhe exposed persons is slcli, 
though suffering with none of the premonitory aymptoma of small-po*. 

Doctor, I have a large practice here, as you can ascertain, and have 
been compelled to give it up entirely, and though I have now been super- 
Intending the pesthouse (aa I was the physician in charge) without a, 
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written appolntmenC trora tbe local bottrd or county Judge, I haTe, 
thoush. an order from our justice of the peace to attend them dating 
from May 20th ulL Now, you are too well acquainted with just wtiat I 
am now hflvtDg to coniend with not to know that I am not at all pleas- 
antly situated. Have been forced to give up a handsoime practice of 
from f20D.OO to {300.00 per month, as my books will show, to fight an 
army of small-pox Invaders without knowing anything about what I am 
going' to receive as compeOBation, I beartlly believe under the circum- 
atances that (250 or fSOO.OO per month ie little enough to compensate a 
physician for practice In a small-pox hospital. Or will my bill when 
presented upon the order of th« justice have to be allowed? 

The CH>unty Judge hae refused to make the appointment, and now 
I am in the third week of the epidemic. The prealdent of the local 
board, Dr. Jameson, told me to go ahead and present my hill to the court 
of claims. 1 have called Dr. Jameson's attention to the matter. Will 
you kindly advise me. I have the statutes of Kentucky, and in Sec 
2049 It seems that the State Board can flz the compensation. Will 
promptly advise you if any new cases develop. 

Yours fraternally, 

C. L. CRAWFORD. M. D. 



State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen : Report of small-pox cases occurring in Henry 
county during May, June, July and August; At Bethlehem, six caaea; 
at North Pleasure vine, one; at Emiaeuce, one. [ 

No. 1. Mrs. Nettie C, married, pregnant, aged 23. Developed May 
17; sick seven weeks; did not miscarry; never vaccinated. 

No, 2. David C, Jr., aged 23, husband of No, 1; developed May 21; 
sick 22 days; recovered; never vaccinated until after exposure. 

No. 3. Mrs, Amanda C, aged 58; developed June 28; sick five weeks; 
recovered; vaccinated in childhood and again after exposure. 

No. 4. Dr. P. H. C, a«ed 28; developed June 15; sick four weeks; 
recovered: never vaccdnated until after exposure. 

No. E. Newt. M.. colored, aged 28; developed July 12; sick three 
weeks; recovered; never vaccinated. 

Varioloid occurring in the above epidemic, three oases. All con- 
tracted the disease from exposure to the small-pox cases at Bethlehem. 
One aged 50, one 62, and one 2S. All vaccinated. In childhood. 

No. 1 contracted the disease from a relative who visited a family 
in C&rrolltoQ, where there had been small-pox. No. 5, the colored man, 
contracted his disease in dncdnnati, Ohio. 

Expense Account. 
Cost of epidemic to the county, for idiyslcian, nurse, oooke, guard 
and property deetroyed, (1,800. OMt by loss of bueinesB, (1,000. 

Both county officials and people, as soon as they fully appreciaited 
the fact that separation of the sick and exposed and guarding them 
was lawful and best, and realized the power of the law, became 
saitisfled and yielded all assistance required. 
Bmlnenee, Ky., Sept, 4, '99. 

W, A. JEMISON, M. D., 
Chairman B. of H. Henry Co. 
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HENDERSON COUNTY. 

Henderson, Ky., Oct. 30, 1899. 
Sftate Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: During the year of 1898 the county of Hendereon was 
free from sm-all-pox, and not until the month of March did it make its 
appearance in 1899, wihen on the 24th one John Freels, a resident tramp, 
wa-s found with a fully developed case. Freels had been sleeping in 
box cars and other places frequen/ted by tramps, and he claimed to ha^e 
speat one night with a member of his fratemiity from Illinois, sharing 
the same "sleeper.** This brother, from the state of IllinolB had wha^t 
he thought to be "Cuban itch." Before the arrest and isolation of 
Freels, many were exposed, for he had gone from house to house and 
played with the children of those who were so unfortunate as to >have 
formed his acquaintance and tolerated his presence. In one house vis- 
ited by him there were three children, father, mother and grandfiather; 
all developed the disease excepting the father, who had been success-, 
fully vaooinated before exposure. The grandfiather— a man of seventy- 
four yeans — died. His case was of the confluent type. 

In another ihome there were four children, with parents. All devel- 
oped small-pox exoeptinig the fa;ther, he being successfully vaccinated 
immediately after exposure. And still another famlily, consisting of 
mother, father and nine children, were exposed. Here Freels spent the 
night, sleeping on floor in room with children. Eight of these children 
were stricken with the disease, and the father also, who suffered from 
a severe attack. 

Although many were exposed, and our county officials appealed to, 
not until the second crop developed did they make an effort to care for 
the aflaicted or protect those not exposed. During this time the Board 
of Health had caused hundreds to be vaccinated and placed guards over 
the houses of those sick, but the Board of Health was conslderajbly 
handicapped, for the county officials were just realizing that an eruip- 
tive hospital was necessary, and that tihey wouM be compelled to take 
care of their unfortunate constituents, and two weeks later a hoai>ital 
was placed at the disposal of the Board of Health; and well may it be 
said to the credit of this Board, that the epidemic in Henderson and 
vicinity was brought to a rapid ending; for never did a body of men work 
under more serious ddflaculties than did this. The second point of in- 
fection was at McDonald's Landing, twelve miles below the dty of Hen- 
derson, where Jerry McDonald, postmaster, developed the disease. Mr. 
McDonald had been in Evansville two weeks from the onset of his 
trouble, and had, no doubt, contracted the disease there. Vaccination 
was practiced on those exposed, and only three cases developed from 
said exposure. Later, and during the month of June, small-pox made 
its appearance on Diamond Island. Here two negroes were attacked. 
About twelve days previous to the outbreak a negro from Newburg, Ind., 
had stopped and was given work on the is:land. He was sick and had 
what was thought to be chicken-pox; being unable to work, this negro 
started for West Franklin, on the Indiana side, and was drowned in a 
slouiglh. There were thirty-eight other negroes on the Island, all of 
whom were vaccinated and quarantined on said island. Only one case 
developed after vaccination had been practiced, and this in a uubji 
whose vaccination was unsuccessful. I might add that all the negrroes 
sleeping in the same house with the first case had been vaccinated with 
tl|e exception of two, and these two were the ones subsequently to de- 



Ikate Board of UeaWi, 1898-9. 101 

velop the disease; and that during the entire epidemic in Henderson 
county — about forty cases in all — not one case occurred in an individual 
who had been succeaerfully vaccinated before exposure. 

There are now several cases in the lower part of the county, trace- 
able direct from Union county. 

Respectfully, 

J. C. MOSFJLY. M. D., 
Inspecting Officer for the County Board of Health. 
Nov. 6th, '99. 



HICKMAN COUNTY. 

Clinton, Ky., Aug. 10, 1899. 
State Board of Health, liowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your letter of Inquiry Juet received. I will give you 
the history of the small- pox caHes we hod here as I know it. On April 
13th Mrs. Dick Jackson (colore<1) calleid ait my son's, Dr. G. F. Beeler, 
oflloe, requeating him to pre8crll)e for her husband (Dick Jackson) for 
maUu^l fever. He gave her the i>rftscrii)tIon to have filled for the fever. 
and the necessary directions. On April 15th Dr. G. K. Beeler wea called 
to see Dick Jackson (colored). After vlHlting the patient he returned 
to my house and informed me that Dick Jackson had small-pox. I sent 
for the city mayor, and after talking the case over with him, he called a 
meeting of the city council. The counoil passed an ordinance quaran- 
tining the residence of Dick Jackson and adjoining houses. We hired 
nurses for the patient and men to guard the houses to see that no one 
came out or went in. 

I called up the other two members of the CJounty Board of Health, 
Drs. Jaokeon and Scarborough, over the telephone on the evening of 
the 15th, but It being late I did not get to talk to them. The next morn- 
ing, Sunday (leth), I talked with Drs. Jackson and Scarborough, and 
they informed me that they could not meet me on that day, but for me 
to go ahead and do everything I thought beet and they would endorse 
same. 

On April 16th I was called to see the Thomas family (colored). Dr. 
O. F. Beeler visited the family and reported that Mrs. Thomas and her 
two children had varioloid. This being near Dick Jackson's house, we 
also had it quarantined. 

On April nth we Had a meeting of the 0)unty Board of Health. 
The Board decided it would be beet not to move the patient, as we had 
no peothouse. These oases had small-pox several days before a doctor 
"was called. They were In the edge of town, where there were few resi- 
denoee, no business houses and no passing. Wo could not get a better 
place for a pesthouse. Wn kept them confined to th(^ house and places 
guarded by men hired by the county. These casew had people visiting 
tliem up to the time it was pronounced small-pox. All of these people 
that had visited them we had quarantined. We had notices printed 
and distributed calling on the citizens of Clinton to clean up and put 
their premises in good sanitary condition; also i)i'ohlbItlng i)eoplc from 
congregating. We had s<;hools adjourned and had no services at the 
churches. 

We notified all peoi)le to be vaccinated that had not successfully 
been vaccinated. We appointed Dr. G. F. Beeler to look after the small- 
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pox cas€S, and directed him to call at all colored people's houses and 
vaccinate all that were not successfully vaccinated. On April 29^th Dr. 
G. F. Beeler was called to see Nettie Swain (colored), who lived near, 
and had visited the Thomas family. We had this family quarantined 
at the time of quarantining the Thomas family. On the same day Dr. 
G. F. Beeler waiS called to see Arthur Hanaborough's baby, whose 
mother was a sister of Dick Jackson, and had nursed Dick Jackson dur- 
ing the first part of his sickness, and the baby being present all the 
time. This case was also quarantined at the time we quarantined Dick 
Jack son 'fi residence. 

All of these cases did nicely and were soon well. The history of 
these cases was that a colored man from Jackson, Tenn., came here and 
engaged board from Dick Jackson. A short time after he came here 
he had varioloid. He had no treatment, worked all the time, and told 
Diick Jackson's family that he had chicken-pox. This fellow disap- 
peared from town at the time Dick Jackson's case was pronounced small- 
pox. On May &th Dr. W. W. Richmond wais called to see Miss Splcer, 
the daughter of the county jailer, and found her suffering from varioloid. 
I called to see Miss Spioer with Dr. Richmond, and on inquiry I learned 
that Miss Spicer had called at the house of Dick Jackson (colored) hunt- 
ing a cook. At the time she called, Dick Jackson was in adjoining 
room, sick with small-pox. On May 28th I learned that the wife erf the 
county jailer was sick. On visiting her I found tihat she had varioloid. 
These last two cases were sick only a few days, and were the only white 
people that had small -pox. All the cases we had of small-pox anfd 
varioloid except Mrs. Spicer had been exposed to the disease before we 
were called to see the first case and pronounced it small-pox. Mrs. 
Spicer contracted the varioloid from her daughter. The estimated cost 
of taking care, treating and preventing spread of small-pox here was 
about $300.00. The estimated cost in loss of business I can't say; the 
bankers say there was no loss, yet the merchants say there was some 
small loss of business. While I was In Hot Springs last winter I am 
told there were some oases of small-pox in Columhu®, Ky. 

I have been confined to my bed nearly all the time since then, and 
could not get report of the oases. I will have Dr. Jackson to make a 
report of the small-pox oases at Columbus, and I will send it to you 
w'hen I receive same. 

A short time after my return from Louisville in the spring I was 
stricken with paralysis of my left side, and have not been able to be out 
of my bed since. I am not able to do any of the work that falls to a 
member of the County Board of Health. I would be very glad if you 
would appoint my son, Dr. G. F. Beeler, a member of the County Board 
in my stead. I would also like very much for you to appoint Dr. W. W. 
Richmond, of Clinton, Ky., a member of the County Board of Health. 

Yours respectfully, 

GEO. BEELER, M. D., 
Chairman County Board Health. 



Columbus, Ky., August 29, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: At the request of Dr. Beeier, made during my absence 
at Dawson Springs, Ky., on account of sickness, having returned and at 
my post again, I herewith make statememt, concerning the prevalence 
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especially of small-pox In this city: On the 16th day of February last 
it was reported to me that there were several cases of an eniptlve dis- 
eaee in the lower part of the dty. Although I was down with 
la grippe at the time, and the ground covered with snow, I drove down 
to investigate the cases. 1 found five cases of genuine variola. I at 
once had the cases all confined In two roomii. 1 had them isolated at 
once and employed two immunes to nursp them. Two days afterwards 
I visited them again. Owing to my sickness at the time, and knowing 
I was not able to give thf-m r<»gular attention, I employed Dr. .1. W. 
Manire, of this city, to attend Miem in my »tead. , 

He gave them constant and faithful attention during their illness. 
All made a goo<l re(M>very except one, a negro girl of Hcroftilous taint. 
who died on the sixteenth day of her disease. This nise was confluent. 
She would have retx)vered had it not 1>een for her strumous condition 
and disintegrated state of the blood. When the disfKise manifested 
Itaelf here, I proceeded to vaccinate and to have vaccinate<i all those 
In that vicinity who had no protection against the diHeiis<\ Dr. Man ire 
called on me every day and consultfnl me as to the management of the 
oaaps. At my suggestion the crity oniereci tents, but no landowners 
would allow them to l)€ stationed on thc-ir grounds; hence they were 
Icept in their resfpective rooms until their r(icovery. 

Upon investigation I le^irned that two negro l)oys escaped from the 
amall-pox hospital at Cairo, one of whom concealed himself in the house 
In wivich the disease broke out here. The other one landed six miles 
below here. One negro man contra<tt4»<l the diseawe from him. 
Sent for Dr. Smith, of Oak ton. Th*' <ioctor (!ontract<Ml the disease 
hinMielf from his patients. Hoth mad(? satisfactory recovery. Heyond 
this the di-sease did not spread in this vicinity. In the meantime, varl- 
oella broke out In rather a sevt^rc? form among the negroes on the hill. 
This caused much anxiety among otir citizens, fearing it was small- 
pox. The disease has entirely subsided and the city is in a good sani- 
tary and healthful condition. We have had no epidemics endemics, 
up to this time this year. There is one case of typhoid fever In the 
city, and will doubtless recover. Our malarial diseases have be<?n of 
a very mild type. Some few cases of dysentery, but of a mild char- 
acter and doubtless produced by eating unrliw fruit, etc. 

The expenses to the county an? as follows: 

Dr. Manire, medical attention, $100.00; Mr. Fletcher, drug bill, $50.00, 

lAd my bill for services rendered, $12.00. Further than this T have no 

lepoits to make. 

Very resi)ectfully, 

J. M. JACKSON. 
Secy. County IV)ard of Health. 

Karlington, Ky., 6-l,-'99. 
State Board of Health, Howling (fr<!en, Ky. 

Gentlemen: We have, we believe, two well -defined cases of small- 
pox in the town. We have in quarantine the man and woman, and 
have talcen the other sov^m inmates of the house fall colored) to a de- 
serted oar on a switch north of town. We have sf^nt for tent* for these 
men and their guards. Dr. C/hatten has history of the cases, and if the 
other cases develop will notify you. 

Jiespectfully, 

WILLIAM K. niTRR, 

Mayor. 
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JACKSON COUNTY. 

In the laJtter part of April, 1898, a dlasolute white woman made her 
escape from the pesthouoe at Richmond before she was entirely well and 
cleaned up, returned to her former home In Jackson county, communicat- 
ing small-pox to her kin-people and nei^rhbors. As it was In a remote 
mountain district, and the disease was attended with little mortality. It 
attracted no attention imtll. In the latter part of June, another stn^ling 
woman from this section with small-pox wandered Into Laurel county, 
and thence alonig the highway to Manchester, In Clay oounity, a dlstaoice 
of thirty miles, and back again to Jackson coimty, stopping to rest and 
ask for food and drink from time to time, and communicating the dis- 
ease to most of those with whom she came In conitaot. The Board was 
asked to send an Inspector to liaurel county, and he readAly traced 
the disease back Into Jackson county. 

When Dr. Smock, our Inspector, had completed his work in Laurel 
and Clay counties and reported, he was Instructed by wire to follow 
the track of the disease into Jackson county and give the local board 
all necessary instructions and assistance. The report of Dr. Smock fol- 
lows: 

Louisville, Ky., July 18, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: 

Responding to the telegram from your secretary, "Yes, go to Jack- 
son county, complete the work, and report by wire upon your return to 
railroad." I arrived at Annville, Jackson county, the night of the 13th. 
I found Dr. Azbill and learned from him that they had no small-pox 
in their county, but that they had a "breaking-out disease" that was 
mighty "ketching" up in what is known as Horse Lick Creek, and that 
there were about one hundred cases. He further stated that some ten 
days ago a man by the name of Hlllard, of his Immediate neighborhood, 
two weeks after a visit to a family in the neighborhood where tMs 
"ketching" disease was prevailing, came home, was taken violently ill, 
and, after two visits from him, the man died. He further stated that his 
skin was very red and it looked to him like, "had he lived two days 
longer, he might have had the measles." Thie d)ay following the deaith of 
this man a coroner's inquest was held by the county judge, and, after lis- 
tening to the evidence of Dr. Azbill, who had made a post mortem on the 
mem, the verdict of the jury was that the man' had been "pizened." 
After this conversation with Dr. Azbill I stated to him that I was satis- 
fled thart: this breakimg-out dieease was simply "seven-day-ln-a-week, 
stay-wlth-you-forever small-pox." 

I sent a message for County Judge Levi Johnston and Dr. Good- 
man, of Welchburg, to meet me at 8 o'clock p. m. At this meeting I 
read the whole of Chap. 63 Kentucky Statutes to these gentlemen and 
outlined their duty. At six o'clock July 14th, in company with County 
Judge Johnston and Dr. Azbdll, we started for the Infected district, ar-. 
riving there at two o'clock p. m. I found one boy In about the tenth 
day of the eruptive stage of the disease, a pupil In attendance at the 
district school. I ordered the school closed at once. Proceeding about 
a mile I arrived at the home of one Charles Phillips, where I found a 
child about two years of age in the fourth day of the eruption of a 
discrete form. I was informed by the mother that they had had firtx 
cases In her family, none, however, severe. After a thorough investi- 
gation In this nelghiborhood I learned that ten or fifteen families had 
suftered with the disease, with a total of fifty-two cases. 
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As a result of this iiiTestigation it wajs demonstrated to the entire 
flttiflfiMCkm of Judge JohneUm and Dr. Azbill that they had small-pox 
to ooDtend with. Judge JohnsUm promised me his hearty support, and 
finding that it would be the following Tuesday before he oould get his 
court together, I left Jackson county the following morning and arrived 
at LiTingston and communicated with you, thinking it needless to re- 
main longer awaiting the calling of the court. Being very anxious 
tbst you should understand the true status of the matter as I found it 
at Jackson county, I took the train to Bowling Green. After a con- 
ference with you and Dr. William Bailey, of the Executive Committee 
of the State Board of Health, I was again ordered back to Jackson 
county to meet wHh the local Board of Health and the county court. 
I arrived at McKee the afternoon of July 18th. On the morning of the 
19th I onganiaed, by your authority, a new County Board of Health, 
oommiasloning Judge William H. Clark, Judge C. S. Martin and Dr. N. 
M. Clark as members^ A meeting of this Board was held, at which an 
organization was completed by electing Judge Clark chairman, and Dr. 
Clark health officer. The situation in their county was most freely 
dlscoaaed. They made arrangements that Dr. Moss Gibson, of Rich- 
mond, Ky., ^lould be employed to go into their county and take charge 
of the epidemic. We adjourned to the courthouse, where we met the 
full county court, with County Judge Levi Johnston presiding. In my 
talk to the court I attempted as forcibly as possible to lay before them 
the situation as I found it, and urged them earnestly to ratify the action 
Qt the local board. Judge Clark, as well as Judge Martin, also made 
earnest ai^wals. They refused most pontively to lend any aid, either 
morally or financially. They could not be persuaded that they have 
small-pox to contend with. One member of the county court stated that 
"he did not believe that it was small-pox, and that if it was. the Lord 
sent it, and in due season would take it away." I was asked if I had a 
diploma or any other such kind of credentials. I was then called upon 
by another member of the court to be sworn. Not being satisfied with 
tbici, they called a young fellow, whose breast was covered with small 
boils, and asked me if this fellow had small-pox. Seeing that this 
county was determined to do nothing, and having heard that there was 
another family with this breaking-out disease. I. together with Dr. 
Clark, visited the home of one Hood Turner, where I found him. to- 
getli^ with four of his children, wrth the disease in about the tenth day 
of the eruption. I found him at his mill giving out grist to four or five 
lionseliolders. I mention this to show how careless they have been, as 
wrell as to g^ve you an idea of the number of exposures. 

The day before, I met a man and woman whose faces were covered 
^wyth scabs as a result of confluent small-pox, walking the streets of 
HfcKee, the county seat. It is safe to state that there are and has been 
at least one hundred cases in this county, and that one-half of one per 
cent will include the whole number vaccinated. The disease was 
brought into this county by a woman named Rose, who escaped the 
viflfUaiice of the authorities at Richmond while the disease prevailed 
thiOfre in April. 

I have attempted to give you a detailed report in as brief a space 
possible. I advise that a most rigid quarantine be issued against 
county, as the authorities and people will do nothing to pre- 
the spread of the disease, so that the entire mountain region is seri- 
QiiMilj endangered. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

B. W. SMOCK. M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector. Kentucky State Board of Health. 



106 Biennial Report of the Kentucky 

Actiiif? upon Dr. Smock's report, and information from 
adjoining counties, a meeting was called, and, after care- 
ful consideration, the following was issued: 

QUARANTINE PROCLAMATION. 

State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky., July 21, 1898. 

Whereas, Official information has come to this Board that small- 
pox is prevailing: as an epidemic in Jackson county, in this state; and. 

Whereas, After due notice and repeated urging from this and the 
CJounty Board of Health, the authorities of said county have persist- 
ently failed and refused to take any steps to prevent the spread of tihis 
highly dangerous and contagious disease within said county, or to ad- 
Joining counties, thus endangering the health, lives and commercial in- 
terests of the entire state: 

Now, therefore, be it known. That the State Board of Health of 
Kentucky, in the exercise of the authority vested in It by law, hereby 
dieclares Jackson county, and each of i<ts inhabitants, to be in qua^ran- 
tine, and establishes a quarantine line along the entire boundary of 
said county, and forbids any person to enter or leave sadd county with- 
out a special permit from this Board, under the pains and penalties of 
law, which is a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred 
dollars, or imprisonment in the county Jail of not less than ten nor 
more than sixty days, or both fine and imprisonment. 

County Boards of Health and officials in adjoining counties are re- 
quested and directed to enforce this order of quarantine at their re- 
spective county lines, bordering on Jackson county, and cause the 
prompt arrest, vaccination and prosecution of any and all persons vio- 
liating the same. 

By order of the Board: 

J. N. McCORMACK. M. D., Secretary . 
J. M. MATHEWS, M. D.. President. 



In onler to make the quarantine effective the Board 
d'ir(H-ted its exf^tutive officer to visit all of the counties 
bordering on Jackson county, and urge upon the of- 
ficials the importance of confining the disease to that 
jurisdiction, and of preparing to deal with it should 
their respective territories be invaded. This duty was 
undertaken at once, this official being accompanied on 
the long and tedious, but interesting trip, by a talented 
young newspaper representative, whose account of the 
journey, prepared for a poj)ular publication, is inserted 
here: 
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CONQITBKIN(} A SMAI.I.-POX RPrr)F:Mrr IN KKNTrTCKY. 

Uy Shirley Ev«»rton Johnson. th*» Cwirlrr-Joiirnal. !x)iiIhvII1o, Ky. 

The yellow flax faMtpnorl to a ^atr (lOHt »trlk«sH terror to l\u\ hiMLrlH 
of all. and even the hrav*^.it xawch up fh« Ir hoi»4f>H ;im thoy ikikm: hut the 
publication In a «lally n«'Wstr>Aiy'r (h.it Hmall-itox «-xiHiM within thf* llmitH 
of any fitate cauae^K immediate ron.H fTiiarion. Kvrry oik* Iwih boon tHiiKtit 
to f«*ar amall-pox like they f*»ar wallow U-mv i\xu\ rholcra; anri th«* ap- 
p«iranre of a ease, *»ven In th** rrmoU'Mi H#t:f.ionH. Kiv*'.H rlw? to :i wldf*- 
»pread anxiety. Small-pnx {« rrKtLrd'il ;us ilu* mrmt ront.iKioiis of all dlH- 
«^a»AM, and Ua outbreak in ^'pidemir form in a lrH:;illty may UHuaily Ih) 
tracer! to the Introduetlon of a .sIukN' <•>}«• from a dlHtarir^'. 

Much obficurity HurroiindH Mif larly hJHtory of Hmall-|K>x. It ap- 

pearH to have been Imiwrteil from AHia. where it, ha<l boiMi known :ind 

r«M?oKnlzed from remote antiquity. The ojirllenr arrount.s of \\a oxi.+t.- 

«mcA reach back to the middle of tho >*ixt.h century. wh#»n it fMrrurred In 

«^pldrmic form In Antbla. K^ypt and the south of Kuro|w». The l^iiHed 

Statra haa not been fren from thf^ sv-our^e, but t.hft moHt. mtIouh r'pi.d«>:m- 

Ica have occurred amonR the n^^^roeH of the South, for the diH«*aH«! HfomH 

to thrive bent amonR the dark-skinn*'d rar^'H. YK the crilor of th** skin 

or the manner of living Ia not an immunity a«aini«t the diHr>«LMe. Kx- 

p^ri^nce haH taught that \arrin;ition alone iH a protorMon a^if.'iinHt It. 

and the only way to flU(irpreHH an opidemir whirh haa onro fairly atArted 

la by a Reneral vacrination anil a romplfif' iHr)l;ition of the por>fonH af- 

fe«?te.d. 

In March. IMIW. th^ p^^opN* of K*'nturky wf*re Htartled by the an- 
noune.ement that an epldf^mir of .Hmall-t>ox pr#'vaib»d in the pretty col- 
lege town of RIehmond. which 1h th#* f-ounty serat of Madi»v>n. one of the 
rieh-Aat and mosir p|cfur»'Mqu*» roiintloM of the >»iate. Tbr State* lioard of 
HenUh. the eounty otnelaJH, and tho lo<-;il phvHlrianH furne>d their at- 
tention at once to the rttrirk«*n town. In an inrn'dibly Hhort spar^ of 
time amall-pox hoapitaU were* ♦»rcct#Ml a mile from town, and (Mtlents 
from the Infectefl locality were tak«>n the're* anti put undr*r medlral 
treatment. That section of the town wheTc t.h«' diaettHP had oriflrlnatfHl 
WBH thoroughly aeourged. diainfpcted. and many houHen we*re burned, 
fortunately, the epidemic wan contmllod in ita Infanrv. and whe^n the 
few hundred pftfientii who had the* dis+ase wrrf r»'>rtore'd to hf*alth. It 
wna thought that no more trouble* would result; but in June^ Informa- 
tion eame to the State tioard of lfe>alth that <ima!l-|K)x prevailed fis^ an 
epidemic In Jackaon county, and promj)4^. meaaure^ we* re taken to pre- 
vent the iipread of t.hia highly da.nge>rous and contagious dis4eftj4«^. 

Jackflon county is situated in the southeastern part, of Kcnt.uckv, 
midway betwe^^n the C'umbe^rland mountains and the* riche^st s«*tion 
of the blnegraiw. Notwithstanding its approximate^ n^^arne^^s to the* 
bluegraaa region, it is in that sf^.tlon of the* Htato- which is. as y»M. un- 
developed, having no railroad nor telr^graphic communication. McKe^e*. 
the county neat. Is thir*y-fUc mile»H i*e*movrH| from the* ne^arewt railway 
■tatkm. and iXA pe>ople* are* ixpiral of the* mountain i-laj«i which live^M the* 
MUne life that waa folloue'il b\ the pione*»*rs of that se>rrion a hundred 
jrettra ago. The count > has al>out tc-n thousand inhabitants, srattcretl 
over a large tract of land, who triK*' litil*^ infere*}*t in i)olltic?i or in the 
pronrew of the world. The* nx^rage* mountainen^r is satisf|e*d to own a 
■mall patch of lanrl. part of which ma.\ l)e* upon a nigg»^l hillside, with 
a log cabin for a home. To \y* sure*, there* are* ^^m^ ambitious p»H>ple 
who. by constant application and thriftine*ss. make* the^ir fortune** anil 
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build better houses. There is, too, a certain educated claae of men 
who fill the political and proffeesionail offices in the community. The 
chief characterijstic of a mountain community is its unwilHingneflB to 
take any action differing in the sli^Thtest degree from the time-honored 
cuatomis with which they have been familiar. 

It was under these conditioone that the State Boaird of Healtli sent 
official notices urging the authorities of Jackson coimty to taJ^e steps 
to prevent the spread of small-pox within the county or to adjoininsT 
counties, it being pointed out that the endemic was endangering the 
health, lives and commercial interests of the entire state. But the au- 
thopities failed to see the responsibility which rested upon them. They 
contended resolutely that small-pox did not exist within their borders, 
and declined to take any action which might confine any of their citi- 
zens in an isolated hospital, or to issue an order for a general vaccina- 
tion. The State Board of Health sent a representative to plead with 
them; and for two houTB in the county oourt-'house he discussed the 
dangers of the disease, and pointed out the county's evident duty. The 
county judge had promised his support, but when a preacher aroee and 
said, ''The Lord has sent this affiiction upon us, and the Lord will take 
it away in his own good time," the County Judge was moved; and when 
the county attorney, who was appealing to his constituents, said there 
was no proof that small-pox existed, and that the time for definite aotion 
had not arrived, and he was opposed to any measures whicih ml^ht cost 
his dear people one dollar of their hard-earned money, the court called 
for a vote of all present, and to a man they voted that small -pox did 
not exist, notwithstanding the fact that two men with distinct pustules 
on their faces were in the crov^'d. 

When this action was reported to the State Board of Health by its 
representative, it was decided to take rigid measures to brin^ the au- 
thorities of Jackson county to a realization of the danger which threat- 
ened not only their community, not only the health of the entire moun- 
tain district, but also that of the entire state; and, therefore, a quaran- 
tine proclamation was issued on July 21, declaring Jackson county and 
each of its inhabitants to be in quarantine, and established a quarantine 
line along the entire boundary of said county, and forbade any i>erson 
to enter or leave said county without a special permit from the Board, 
under the penalty of the law, which is a fine of not lee45 than fifty nor 
more than five hundred dollars, or imprisonment in the county jail for 
a period of not less than ten nor more than sixty days, or both fine and 
imprisonment. The County Boards of Health and the officials in ad- 
joining counties were requested and directed to enforce this order aloner 
their respective county lines bordering on Jackson county, and enjoined 
to cause the prompt arrest, vaccination and detention of any and all 
persons violating the order. 

It is easy enough to issue a quarantine proclamation, and it is com- 
paratively an easy thing to establish an effectual quarantine In a civil- 
ized community. But the Board of Health was not dealing with the i^ei- 
dents of a city, or with reasoning beings, and consequently the estalb- 
llshment of quarantine regulations was a matter of consideraible diffi- 
culty. As soon as the proclamation had been printed and sent to every 
physician in the surrounding counties, and to the County Boeirde of 
Health, with instructions to post in conspicuous places. Dr. J. N. Mc- 
Oormack, Secretary of the State Board of Health, started to mckke a cir- 
cuit of the adjoining counties, and at each county seat had a conferesioe 
with the county officers and the local Board of Health. In every In- 
stance it was decided to place guards on all roads leading into Jcu^kaon 
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county, and to issue orders for a general vaccination along the border 
Une, 190 thait at tSie end of ten days Jackscm county was isolated from the 
world. 

The hUfltory of the epidemic is quickly told. In the squalid portion 
of Richmond, just ait the intersection of Irvine and B streets, are nu- 
meroue one and two-story tenement houses, occupied chiefly by negroes. 
Two frame houses, but little better than a cheap country bam, are built 
upon the same narrow lot. In the house farthest removed from the 
street, so far as can be learned, the small-pox epidemic ie supposed to 
have started. A dissolute white woman, named Jennie Roee, lodged 
there with a family of negroes. The disease spread rapidly from this 
bouse throughout the thickly settled neighborhood, and before its nature 
woa discovered it had gained great headway; so much so, indeed, that 
there was danger of its spread from the confines of this squalid locality. 
The burning of four or five houses, however, and the prompt removal 
of the several patients to improvised hospitals, saved the little town. 

The case of Jennie Rose seemed to be more severe and protracted 
than the others, and she was among the last to leave the hospital. In 
fact, she escaped before the physicians pronounced her well. With that 
peculiar fear which possesses all mountain people regarding advanced 
medioal ideaA, she fled from the doctors' care as from an officer of the 
law. She sought refuge in Jackson county, the home of her father; and 
ere long the section known as the "Jim Rose neighborhood" became 
infected. TMs district lies about eighteen miles north of the Laurel 
county line, and is south of McKee, which is near the center of the 
county. Rose and his relatives lived on a prominent road leading into 
McKee, and the travel was very heavy. It can be easily understood, 
then, how the disease spread; first along the road, then to McKee, and 
from McKee to other sections of the county, until there were some one 
hundred cases reported. The spread of the disease within the limits 
of the county, however, was not the most dangerous feature of the case. 
Annie Dixon, a half-wttted, wandering woman, without money or means 
of support, contracted the disease in the Rose neighborhood, and moved 
by degreee into Clay county. At Manchester, the county seat, she 
sought refuge in the house of a physician, and was given a pallet in the 
kitchen. Fortunately, however, for the physician and the citizens of 
Mandhester, the disease was not in a contagious state, and she passed 
on some six or seven miles down Horse Creek to the locality known as 
Pigeon Roost; and as the result of her visit twenty-'two actual cases de- 
veloped, and two more people were placed under surveiMance. After 
a day or two spent at Sam Rowland's, the woman passed on into Laurel 
county, and aiter stopping at the house of Matilda Hibberd, a vigorous, 
well-preserved woman, aged seventy-four years, who developed the only 
confluent case of the epidemic, she went on to the modest house belong- 
ing to the Begley family, about five miles from the town of London. 
Here she complained of being sick and was taken in, and as a result 
Mr. Begley, his wife and eight children were, in order, taken with the 
dread disease, and were soon sent to the pesthouse. All the other cases 
In Laurel and Jackson counties can be traced directly back to the pres- 
ence of the Dixon woman, and ultimately to the escaped prisoner of the 
first epidemic. 

When Dr. McCormack undertook to make the circuit of the counties 
surrounding the infected district, and to investigate the condition of 
the pesrthouses in Laurel and Clay counties, and take all other necee- 
Bary precautions, he invited me to accompany him. The prospect of a 
trip so interesting allured me, and being freshly vaccinated, I went into 
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the very presence of the dread disease. The first stop we made was at 
Mt. Vernon, the county seat of Rockcastle, where we heard from a doctor 
living at Wilder, which is cloee to the Jackson coonty line, that a 
preacher across the line, on the Sunday before, had pubUcly denounced 
from his pulpit the representative of the State Board of Health who had 
visited Jackson county, alleging that he was a drunkard and had re- 
mained in town only a few hours (although he is a teetotaler and was 
there several days), and did not know anjrthing about small-pox, and 
furthermore, stated emphatically that there was no small-pox within 
the limits of the county. Instructions were left to guard closely the 
line between Jackson and Rockcastle counties, and we pushed on to the 
town of Liivingston, some miles distant. Here John Morris, a promi- 
nent citizen of McKee, was seen upon the streets and promptly put un- 
der arrest. Being taken before the county judge, he was fined the 
limit and sentenced to sixty days* imprisonment. Morris stated that 
he was a law-abiding citizen, and was ready to .accept the will of the 
court; but he pleaded that he was in total ignorance of the existence 
of the quarantine, and asked for leniency. Dr. McCormack, believing 
that the man could be of more service in Jackson county after his ex- 
citing experience than in jail, recommended his release upon condition 
that he be vaccinated and returned at once to his home. Morris readily 
submitted to vaccination, and was so anxious to get on his horse that 
he could hardly wait for certain dispatches which the secretary of the 
State Board of Health desired to send to the county officers of Jackson. 
At London, the county seat of Laurel, a thriving town of the mountains, 
we left the railroad for six days. Dr. McCormack experienced no diffi- 
culty with the county officers of this progressive section. The county 
judge, who during the prevalence of the scare a year previous had de- 
clined positively to be vaccinated, stated that he would allow a physi- 
cian to vaccinate him publicly at a mass-meeting on the morning fol- 
lowing; and as all cases within the limits of the county which had come 
to the notice of the officials were isolated in the pesthouse, there 
seemed to be no further danger in the community. The next morning 
Dr. McCormack and I started on a twenty-five mile drive to Manohes- 
ter, the county seat of Clay county, which has lately received consid- 
erable notoriety on account of the Howard-Baker feud. 

Five miles from town we passed the Begley home. It was a double 
log house, with porches and kitchen built on, and because it was so 
open and roughly built that it could not be safely disinfected, Dr. Mc- 
Cormack ordered the structure burned. The county officers arranged to 
purchase the property for one hundred dollars, and it was destroyed, 
with its contents, as soon as the stove and some canned fruit could be 
disinfected and removed. 

Five miles further on the yellow flag of the pesthouse warned per- 
sons passing on the road that there was danger. Dr. R. T. Ramsay, 
the chairman of the Laurel County Board of Health, took us into the 
house and demonstrated what he was doing for the relief of the patients 
confined therein. Unfortunately, the house was not large enough fOr 
the fourteen patients, and new wooden camps were being constructed. 
There was a garden adjoining, and Begley's cows, horse and wa^^on 
were there, so that they had reasonable comfort and good fsod. Two of 
the older Begley girls were looking to the cooking and washing, as they 
were nearly well. Pigeon Roost, where the Clay county house was, is 
about midway between the pesthouse in Laurel county and Manches- 
ter. All atong the road Dr. McCormack questioned the people closely, 
and learned of the cases in the county. He found the people anxious 

■» 
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about the matter, and all docIanHl ornphHticaily that tho mHldentB in 
that section were avoiding any rontart with tht^ inforttMl dlstrlctjB. 
The majority of theae pooplt* liad Imnmi vaiuUnatocl. ar w<T«t willing to 
be. and only one 8quare-Jaw<Ml mounUiin woman. Hitting; on a raw-t>onod 
horse, remarlced that she had n<>v(T Immmi vaccina t<sl. »nd "nolKMly nevo'r 
was fln^vlne ter, nut her." Thi^ro won* twonty-two caw^H at IMRoon Ilootit. 
The disease starte<l In tho family of Sam Rowland, whoro thoro were 
four well-deflned caara; flvo oaww In Matt l*hllpot'H, and five in John 
Jones* family. Thoae who had tho dlHoaw In a moro or lotw Kovern 
■tage are David Chndwoll, John SaHH<T. OlbHon OwonH. Mary Jano Saa- 
ser, her children, and throo caw^H In tho family of Ko>ld Dixon. Theeo 
people live In the aamo nolfi:hborhoo<l. and tho on tiro dint riot wa-H abut 
oflF from the rest of tho county by qnarantino f^uanlK. 

Wo then contlnncil our Journoy ov'>r a rat hot* ron^h mountain road 
to Mancheeter. Abotit two miloH from tho town wo paHHod tho place 
where John Uakor and Frank ('larko won* kiliod from ambuKh as thoy 
were returning to town lato on tho nlKht. of July 2'2. It Ih an opoti 
stretch of land, whoro tho road branchoH toward (.umlHTland Cap. but 
It is not near as dHng^M-ouH looking a plaoo a^ a cliff about half n mJlo 
above, where HorHo ('rook Mowh poacofully wmio forty fo<»t bolow on tho 
right, while the cliff riwH a hundred T*^*l or moro on tho loft, and Ih cov- 
ered with thick woodnand ovorhanKin^ ivy. ICvon In broad day t.ho 8it- 
uation and the darkno4w HotMuod a trillo uncanny. Wo drovo on. and 
shortly afterwanlH ontorod tho public wpiaro of tho llttio town of Man- 
oheflter, where only a fow uif^htH Ix'foro a bloody duol had Ixmmi fou^bt 
between the memlMTH of rival famil!<'H. an<l whor<> two Hton'H ba<l Ix'on 
riddled by more than forly bullets from Wln<^boHtor rifloH. Wo <lid not 
stop at either of tho Ho-callfd hotoU in \hv place. lH>cauH(* tboH<> botolH 
faced on the mpuiro, and wo liad hoard that tho m<'n intoroHtod in tho 
feud were likely to couKroKato in iIm* H(|uaro. and nearly every night, 
some shots were flrod. We did not fear any violence diroctxul toward 
us. but we did not care to be within ranK<' of a <'han<'e shot. On the 
ooDptrary, wo wore invited to make our h<>afl(piarterH at the homo of a 
very charming widow, who Ih perhapH the richest woman in the county. 
and here we had alwoluto Horurity. At. tnl)l<> wo sat with the widow 
of Sheriff W. L. White, who was on her way to Ii:irlK)urvillo. where thn 
trial of Thomaa and I). Maker, charKe<l with his murder, was al>out to 
begin. A nJeco of our hos'tesH, who had atteiMl<>(l nomo good wonia-ira 
oollege, remarked that sh<> hoped that in writing about tho mounlain 
people I would not follow in the footstepH of a certain New York corre- 
spondent, who had doHcrihed all mountain girls as chewing tobacco and 
running barefoot. Our stay in Manchwter was unmarke<l by any un- 
usual incident. The county ofllcers promised tlieir support, and prompt 
quarantine moaaunM* were taken: conwcpuMjtly. we arranged to lojivo 
the next afternoon. 

We wrmt to the Webb Motel and ask«Ml the proprietor if he cx)uld 
furnish us with a team to take us to llooneville. tlilpty-five miles dis- 
tant. "YoH." wild he. "I have two very fine horses, and I can arrange 
to borrow a surrey;" and w(» clos<'(l tin* barga.in. The truth Is. we didn't 
have much of a tesinj e\rc|»t tlie driver. The antl(piate<l surrey, with 
fcts wobbly whc»<*ls. looked like It might break down at any thno. Th** 
horses were mon? frames, as slx^wn by the fact that one of them died 
at the end of tho Journey; and there was no harness to speak of. a few 
bits of leather being IUmI together with strings, wlillv the traces were 
only fastened to the slngletn»es off and on. As wo left ManchoKlor. 
there was a Hteep, rcM-ky road at. an angle of alMmt, foiiy-flvo dogrooA, and 
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as we descended, every trace came loose. The horses had i 
driven in double iiarneHS before, and were naturally a little tractloiLB. 
Deeldes, the 'tongue of the aurrey was very sUort Cor mountain trav&l, 
and the surrey raa up on the iiorses, which made them all the more 
inclined to break away. Dr. McOormack and I preferred to walk down 
thlB hill, and the only thing tha-t prevented ua from going liack and d©- 
cUnlng to take the team was our confidence in the negro driver. Jamea 
Gilbert, an o!<i-time negro, who had been a slave, and who is now the 
proud possessor of a small patoh of land upon wliich be raises a small 
stock of the necessaries of life. Giifyert was as black as the ace ot 
spades, but withal he had a good heart. He realized that we were <dty 
[oiks and unused to mountain ways, and on our Journey up and down 
the roughest road 1 ever travelod he told ue something of his history. 
He has four sons in the regular army, and wltih his daughters and ooe 
son lives upon his little farm, and tries to keep out of the dlflJcultJee 
which are constantly arising between the fajjHonfl in Hiia peculiar dls- 
trirt. He told us that etfort:s had been made to involve him in the teitd, 
but that he had sorupuionsly avoided amy connection wltli it. The 
night that John Baker and Frant Clark were "laywayed." as they say in 
the mountains, Gilbert aat in his doorway witli a Winchester in hand, 
and awaited developments, but he was not attacked; and he thanlted. 
his lucky stars that at the present moment he was driving the most un- 
ruly te*m over the most imcerlaln road that we had ever encountered. 

We had not expected to make the entire tidrty-flve miles without a 
atop, and about seven o'clock we arranged for accommodations at the 
house of Jim Murphy, at Sestou's Creek. Jim Murphy was one of your 
typical mountain storekeepers. He had learned by ex[>erlence that It 
was dangerous to run accounts, amd was now conducting a small croas- 
roads store, together with the government postoffice, on the cash baala. 
He lived in a amall house with very low ceiiingB, anij seemed quite con- 
tent. He was willing to recedve us, despite the fact that we were in- 
vestigating the small-pox situation, betauae, as we afterwards learned, 
ho had had a very severe case. A mile or two before we reached Jim 
Murphy's the Widow Clark iad declined to accommodate ua over nlgit 
because we had visited the pewthousee In Ijaurel and Clay counties. 
That night we had a typical mountain supper, made up chiefly of bacon, 
fried in great quantities of grease, an old-fashioned hoecake, some very 
poor coffee and a glass of milk. Afterwards we sat In front of this 
humble cottage lying In the valley between two great mountains, smok- 
ing our cigara as the evening damp settled. About nine o'clock we de- 
cided to go to bed, and Dr. McCorma-ck asked Mr. Murphy to look out for 
our taithCul driver. "Oh, yes," he said, without the least concern, 
"there ape two beds in your room; Jim will occupy one, and you and 
Mr. Johnson the other!" And thus it was arranged. 

Early next morning we continued our trip to Booaevllle, and reached 
that thriving little town in time- for dinner. The Inhabitants of Soone- 
vlUe, numbering probably five hundred, are aji independent, pi-ogreasive 
lot ot people. Every family owns its cows, its hogs and Its garden 
patch; but there is practically no trading at the country stores. It be- 
ing the county seat of Owsley, one of the s 
delightful coimties in She state, there Is moi 
done on county coui"t days. There e . _ 

Booneville. an<i all of them were Interested In preventing the spread of 
small-pox. We had no trouble whatever In haiing guards placed on the 
line, but caused the arreet of a man named Tyre, who had recently 
driven a herd of cattle to Hiclimond and returned through Jackson 
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ooiuLty. The aheriff brought him before the county Judge, and the 
enormity of hte ertme was graphically presented to him. He was fined 
to tiie extent of the law, but, as in the previous case, was released upon 
oondltlon that he would submit to immediate vaccination. It was with 
ooDslderable reluctance that he bared his arm and allowed Dr. McCor- 
nuusk to yacclnate him in three places. However, he was willing to do 
It rafaher than go to Jail; and the moral effect of his arrest, vaccination 
and return to his home, seven miles distant, accomplished a world of 
good. 

Before we left Boone vlUe it was arranged to stop a commercial 
traveler who had sent his cards ahead stating that he would be in 
BoonevlUe on a certain day, and turn him back at the Jackson county 
line. Two or three others, who had sent letters announcing their de- 
termination to cross the line, notwithstanding the quarantine, were put 
upon the black list, and instructions were issued for their prompt ar- 



We aecured at BoonevlUe a newly painted vehicle, two mules, and a 
ne g i 'o driver, whovn we afterwards learned wajs an ex-convict, to take 
as to BeattyviUe, the county seat of Lee county. Upon reaching Beat- 
tyTfHe, the boom town of Bastem Kentucky, we were the star boarders 
at an elaborate hotel which was about to close. The county officers and 
the Coimty Board of Health agreerl to take decisive measures as to 
qoarantlne, and in two hourH we arranged to leave the town. Not being 
able to engacre any sort of team at BeattyviUe, we were compelled to take 
the Tehlcle procured at BoonevlUe on to Irvine. There was something 
peculiar about our vehicle. The springs were new and stiff, and the 
back waa narrow and sharp, and about the middle of the afternoon we 
were coocriderably bruised. We were compelled to ascend slowly a 
mountain road for about two hours, and gaine<l the summit of a Ken- 
tucky naouutain. Then we drove for six miles across the top, through 
the most lonely section we had ever seen. Our driver pointed out a 
tree where a bandit had been hung three years before, whose chief oc- 
cupatkm waa holding up quondam travelers and robbing them. At this 
point he said there was not a house within six miles in any direction, 
and we got out of the wagon long enough to practice shooting at a mark 
on a noar-by tree. After this little rest we drove on some twelve miles, 
and about sundown reached the comfortable home of Mr. David Pryee, 
who was a member of the late Constitutional Convention. He owns 
some three hundred acres of bottom land in the most pic4:uresque pant 
of the Kentucky river region, and is far more prosperous than any other 
ftimMT in that section. We were treated royally at his place, and en- 
joyod our night's sleep to the fullest extent. The next morning we 
atarted for Irvine, the county seat of Estill, nine miles distant. We had 
only gome about three miles when we encountered a gully-washer in all 
its fury. Our w«gon was unprotected by any covering save an old sun 
umtar^la, and Dr. McCormack and I were drenched to the skin, so that 
whon we drove into the thriving town of Irvine we presented a most 
woe-begone appearance. Nevertheless, we went to the hotel at Elstill 
Springs and secured a change of clothing. 

The mere fact that we were drenched, and that nearly all our be- 
longings were eoaked, did not interfere with our business, and we found 
the county officials quite ready to aid In any way possible to stamp out 
the dread disease in Jackson county, and we were enabled to take the 
afternoon train to Richmond. 

Some people are inclined to question the luxury of an ordinary 
coach, but Dr. McCormack and I felt, after our varied ex- 
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perienoeB In the mounftain region, that there was nothing on this earth 
quite so conducive to comfort as a seat In a ooach on the Richmond, 
Nlcholasvllle, Irvine and Beattyville railroad. 

At Richmond we had no trouble wha/tever, because the people, who 
had had some experience with small-pox, were alive to its full mean- 
ing, and had already arranged for a complete enf>oroement of the quar- 
antine regulations. At this point we decided not to go into Jackson 
county, as our presence would do no good. Dr. McCormack believed 
that if the county officials would not heed the suggestions of the in- 
spector of the State Board, they would not consider the reoommendatioiis 
of the secretary; and it was therefore decided to let the people of the 
county feel the restrictions of the quarantine law. We returned to 
Louisville that night amil awaited developments. 

During our trip we had heard many stories concerning the people 
of Jackson county, their views on the small-pox situation, and their 
opinion of the inspector of thfi State Board of Health. As in all cases 
where a serious epidemic exists, the people stoutly denied its existence, 
and claimed that the Inspector of the State Board of Health, did not 
know the difference between small-pox and "elephant's itch," wha;t- 
ever that may be. Medical dictionaries do not define "elephant's itch," 
and no physician ever heard of it unless he had been familiar with the 
language of the old-time negroes. The moun>taineers had adopted, for 
various obvious reasons, the term which the negroes of the olden South 
were prone to apply to small-pox, and on that basis had argued that 
the disease prevalent within the county borders was not small-pox, but, 
on the contrary, "elephant's itch." This diseajse, they held, was not 
dangerous, and confidently pointed to the fact that there bad been up 
to that date no death-s. To persons familiar with small-pox it is 
readily apparent how this could be accounted for. The best authorities 
hold that the mortality Is not great where small-pox prevails when the 
thermometer is high; and while the State Board of Health realized that 
the danger of the parties wns not great, it also knew that it was the 
most insidious of all contagious diseases. While the suppression of the 
disease in Jackson county was the primary object of the State Board 6t 
Health, tlie quarantine was enforced because, had the disease been al- 
lowed to spread into the neighboring counties and conitinue until the 
winter months, the danger to the entire state would have been grreatly 
intensified. 

Ten days after the quarantine line was effectually established, cer- 
tain leading citizens of McKee made overtures to the State Board of 
Health for relief from the quarantine. Dr. W. M. Gibson, who was in 
charge of the epidemic which prevailed at Richmond, was promptly 
sent to their assistance; and after a conference, it was decided that he 
should have full control of the patients, with authority to establish a 
house of detention, and to take any other measures necessary to stamp 
out the disease. 

The Executive Committee notifl€^ him that the quarantine of Jack- 
son county would l)e raised upon his recommendation, It being under- 
stood that the citizens of that county should agree to support him in 
every measure, and upon his statement that all suspicious cases were 
carefully guarded. 

The quarantine of Jackson county was raise<l on September 10, and 
thus ended one of the moet dangerous local epidemics of small-pox that 
has exlste<l in Kentucky for many years. 
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lUchmonil, Ky., Aug. 1, 1898. 
Bute Board of Healthp UowllnK OrcMfii, Ky. 

Gentlemen: 1 have junt h<)ar<l a Mixieoh from Honator W. 11. Clark, 
of Jacluon county, in rvyani to tho ctnuWtlmiH oxlBtlng thoro a» rf^pardH 
MDiall-pox. Klmt, ho Hayii ho in pn{Hld<?nt i>f tho County Hoard of Il^iaUh. 
ReooDd, they have employfMi guardH (ifworn In), and have the inf^sctfid 
homes and people under Kuard; the HUHpfsctH are alHo watch^xl. Third, 
that tbey propotte to l(f;«?p ihlH up, and will allow no en^'apeH If In their 
power to prevent. He then nmde a hlnrnK apiieal to uh to ralHe the 
quarantine. 

I amnired him ttiat we had no iK>wer to ralw5 the (luanuitlne; that 
power wae in the Htatf) ikxird of ll^^ltJi; If under thlH Htat^ynM.tit you 
were wlUlnK to nilwj the fjuarantlne, we would ohe^^rfully Hiihmlt. He 
iay« he came hen) to ineet you, and that he wanted to HtaU» the factH. 
He blufft«re<l and blew off a fcreat d'^il. but 1 don't know JuHt what to 
lay to you. Of courw; you know nior^s al>ou-t hlH f«Uit>'fmentH than 1 do, 
therefore you muMt act »h yon think Ix^Ht. 

TeleKraph me If you raine the quarantine, and we will withdraw 
our guardtt. We hav4f every roar I w«;ll Kuard^^l. 

I am youTH, 

.1. M. POYNTZ, M. I)., 
Tn-Hident (Joiinty Hoard of lle;ilth. 



Jtichmoiid, Ky., AiiKHHt 11th, 1K9H, 

Htate liOArd of Health, HowIImk (Uocu, Ky. 

Oenthmien: I have thf honor :o report that I miule the trip to Mc- 
Keo, JaekHWi eounty, uh per y<y\if n'riueKt. I found the i\wui\ cAmvt 
and the people Home what cxeitrMi, »h ;iI1 thoK4; iK!f>ple nre when any avfint 
ot importance Ih Uiking plare. 

I found Hlxty-IIve cjiwh of Huiall-fK>x. In all hIx deaths have oc- 
curred irfnce tluf brefikiufc out of th^^ diH^^aHf*; two deathH oecurned while 
I wa« there; nfty-nin<' e;iwH are UH'.ti\<H\ on HorH^? IJek, hIx caw^H on 
Laurel Fork, a dlKiane/; of Hixte^n miieH from Horw) IJck. 

The flMc^il court., aft^rr HfroriK per«ujmlon, (-ouw^wt^'M to mtiUtt Huffl- 
elont appropriation to f;nal>le the hf^'ilth authorltlfrK to take Htofm to 
erect a p«•HthouHir^ alH^i a houw; of delftiiMmi, an<l they alH^i '•imployed 
me to take chance of Ww f*ntire matter, and 1 «hali do ali in my iK;wr to 
have the coh^m and huhp*tIh k«f»t under jMfrf<yit reHtralnt. 'I'he jM?opl<* 
are oppomnl tr> vfu;cination, l>ut I Hfiall vaccinatx^ all who willinKly Apply; 
but Hhould you enfon'«t the law, you will find it ner^mwiry U> wtnd four 
battalionH of four hunrin^M wildl'^rn ouch, well armed; under no other 
ofrcnmMtanc^H ryin we ouforoo jij^moral va/;oi nation. 

I have »uce<?*}d<?<i in Inten-HtluK l>r. and S<;nator f!lark, whom f think 
will have ffr'tat intiuene*! with th<; p*'Oi>le and will b«^ of ^reat aHKlMtan^e 
to ua. 

ThankinfC yen v-ry niii^tli for your kiii<l/i«-HH, I hav*e tlj«? honor tx> be, 
with great n'H\)t'f'\, 

W. M. f;iHSON, M. I)., 
lnH|><<tor for the St-'it.<! lio;irri of H^'alth. 
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Richmond, Ky.» Sept. 15th, 1898. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor this morning to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter, which came last evening. I have just returned 
from McKee, Jackson county, Ky. My brother seems to be getting on 
nicely. All patients, etc., and suspects have been discharged with the 
exception of two or three cases on Pond creek. Those people are very 
much disturbed, and claim they have been badly treated by McCor- 
mack. Smock and Gibson. 

On my way to McKee I hailed every man, woman and child I oould 
see and inquired if there was any small-pox in the county. In that way 
I succeeded in ascertaining the feeling of the people, and what they had 
to say was a plenty. 

I think my brother will get home in a few dasrs, and I will have 
him mail his report to you at once. He requested me to inclose you 
statement of account against State Board of Health for six days' serv- 
ices. He claims that it will be impossible for him to collect this ac- 
count from Jackson county, as they have positively refused to pay more 
than they contracted to pay. 

With great respect, 

H. R. GIBSON, M. D. 



Richmond, Ky., Sept. 2l8t, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to report that I have finished my 
work in Jackson county, Ky. 

I discharged the last case Sept 17th. In all there were sixty-seven 
(67) cases. 

Nine (9) deaths, about eighteen (18) oonfluent cases; the remainder 
discrete; same very mild. Perhaps one hundred people were vaccinated ; 
all others refused or declined; all suspects were vaccinated. I am un- 
der the impression that the disease is eradicated in the section of the 
country where I was located. 

I had the hearty co-operation of Dr. N. M. Clark, health of&cer. 
also Senator Clark and Judge Martin. I feel that the work done will 
elevate the Health Board and win the confidence of the beet people in 
that county. 

Most respectfully, 

W. M. GIBSON, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector. 



CITY OF LOUISVILLE. 

Louisville, Ky., August 9, 1899. 
State Bo€U*d of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Answering your letter of the 1st inst. relative to the 
i^eoent outbreak of small-pox in this city, will say, that on December 4, 
1898, a case of small-pox developed in the person of a colored man at 
844 Water street He was an employe of one of the boats plying bebween 
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tbifl city ftnd fMndnnaci. O.. wh^r«^ h^ ^vi/lennly conr.racr.pr) the dii 
Between that time aad AiiKii«*f- ^. I>tf»l^r (wh^n the laiir cane wafl reported 
to thiA office) 531 caiMR hftvp orr^urrerl within the cHy UxnfUk r>iniiiiir 
tbls time nine caaea have be^n .^^nt r/> the enipnive hociprital from tbe 
fooDty of Jeffenion. There w^r*^ siix ri^athfl at the eniptive hospital. 

Of Tbe 534 caoeft orcurrinff in the rity all were sient to the emptiye 
hospital exoer|)Cln|( nine, and rhey w^re in »urh physical r^onditimi that 
f dM DOC deem It wti^ ro havp them remover). r>f thisi number three 
died. 

I had ordlnaoces paiviefi early in the epiflvmiio Kivln^ the heahh 
officer authority to enforr^ varri nation, and al540 ro have removed to 
tbe eroptiTe bosiplral any person affirmed with Amall-pox. 
You will obfierv«^ how romplet^ly illation wan effected. 
Immediately after the r*>Tnoval of the patient, Insq^ectora were aent 
to the infected hoiifle. and all inf^^ct^d material, .^iir-h as t*e<'ldln^. car- 
pet0, window mrtainsi. eff^.. wf-r^ r^-moved from the room or rooim.«>i, fiat- 
nmted with coal oril. and cremated by Are. 

The Infected room or room a were rhen thoroii«chly fiimijfat/rd with 
formaldehyde f^iSM. Phyfliciana w<^r*^ then fl*-nt to vaf:r:inate all person s 
in the neighborhood of the Immerllare infected locality. 

Early in the epidemic all pubiio. private and parochial HChoo!.** were 
▼Islted and tbe pnpils vaccinated. We employed 23 additional phy si- 
Han fl in the early part of the y^ar. who vi.Hitwl crowd e/1 tenement 
hoaaes, alleys, maniifactnrinflr ^^-Atabli.^hm^rntjii and work shops, and vac- 
cinated all persons who w^r^ found to y^^ unprotected. About 33,fK)0 
persons were vaccinatf-d hetw^-^Ti Janu?iry lAt and April 1st, 18M, 
throunfh thift ofTIc^. Ft ia my opinion that the private practitioners of 
the dty vaccinated about .>».•'»•»<; dii rinse fhi.n periorl. Thf-re was $J<.2.^1.00 
expended from an emerar^-nr^y fund, dir^ctiy r-harsc^rable to the ^-pidemic. 
I am of the opinion that the city ^u stained a loss through her busl- 
newi InterMsTsof at least on*^ hunrirM thousand dollar?*. 

State and municipal health authoritip<i should be on the a,lert. for 
the coming wlnt.er. Vaccination should \vf frf^Ay practic/«d. and en- 
forced if necessary. Ther*^ i.n arr^t dan are r from the fact that rhe in- 
fection seems to be linar^rinar in many pflrtA of the ?tt^te. 

If material Is present up<>n rhe a/lv^nt of crWd weather, we may have 
a more troublesome rime than w*- have ejcp^-nenrrerl durina: th^ pa^t 



V<T/ resT»'-i':tfulIy. 



M. K. Ar.LF:N'. 

ffeajrh OflRi^^r. 



JKP'KKFtHO.V f'.OrSTY. 

r/>uiMville. Ky.. N'ov^-mher 2u. 1>JH). 

State Board of ff^alth. Bovlirj? <"r:'f*^Tt. Ky. 

Gent rem en: fn rcn-jpliar.*-^- y'.^h vour r^-q-iPAt for a r^-porr on small- 
pox In .Jefferson rount.v ou^aidc of 'hf '-•/.rpcfpire limits r^f ry>uiisvi!le for 
tb« year 18d9, r hav^- rn^ honor j-o r^-por* that th.:. fir.^- ca^e of the dis- 
ease that came ro my noti'-"- ir; ^h^- f^^.^.fwy of h<-ralrh offlrer wai* found 
on February Vr.h. in a neerro family iiis- o-i^sid^- r^f- r-.jry ijmit.-^, on rhe 
r1v«T road . T h e d i .^^a s*^ v a .=« !-, r -vi i sr h t ■ n ro t h e fa m i i y hy 'he father, w ho 
OOOtracted it unloadinar m^r'^^andi?*^- off a Yirtfr on rh<^ l^vy. Ther* were 

in this flr.Jti- fa mil. v. Th^- hou.=i^ wa,^ immediately quaran- 
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tined and guards placed arouad it and fthe patients oared tor until they 
were well. 

On the 12th day of February the Jefferson County Board of Health 
issued a proclamation of vaccination, giving me full authority to act. 
I employed seven physicians in different sections of the county instruct- 
ing them to vaccinate all of the negro population in the territory as- 
sojgned to them, together with all the school children, both white and 
black. How well this was done will be shown in the statement that 
8,600 children were vaccinated. 

Not wanting to tire you with a long-drawn-out tabulation of each 
case, when and where it occurred, etc., I will -state that we had to do 
with the handling of fifteen cases, scattered pretty generally over the 
county, no two cases occurring in any one family, with the exception 
of the first family mentioned and in a negro family at Tucker's Station. 
I mention this fact to show you how the several work of isolating, vac- 
cinating, fumigating and cremating was done. 

After our first unsatisfactory experience with trying to treat and 
control the disease in private residences, the health officers, with Judge 
Gregory, made arrangements with the Board of Safety v^ereby we were 
to have all small-pox patients oared for at the city eruptive hospital. 
These cases were scattered out pretty well over four months. The ex- 
pense incurred in the handling of this troulble in the territory named 
was $1,500.00. 

In addition to the work done in the handling of small-pox, we had 
to do with three small outbreaks of scarlet fever in the past year, in 
three different neighborhoods, but by prompt measures the trouble was 
soon stamped out, without mortality, and also without Interfering very 
materially with the public schools. 

I made a number of sanitary surveys over the most of the county; 
served notices and had abated about two hundred nuisances. I gave 
particular attention to the sanitation of milk dairies and slaughter- 
houses. This work being new, I met with some opposition in carrying 
out the rules and regulations as prescribed by the State Board. 

As I expect to continue in this work, I hope to do better and ac- 
complish more in the coming year than I did in the past. 

Respectfully submitted, 

B. W. SMOCK, 
Health Officer Jefferson County. 



JESSAMINE COUNTY. 

Nicholasville, Ky., Feb. 2, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Our small-pox case is doing very nicely. We have 
him In the country two miles from town. Have the suspects In house 
of detention in the country. No new cases yet. I think we are masters 
of the situation. The Boards have adjusted their differences and every- 
thing is moving nicely. I will keep you advised regarding the situation. 

Yours truly, 

J. A. VANARSDALL, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 
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Nicholasville, Ky., Feb. 8, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Oentlemen: The amall-pox situation here is very encouraging. 
Two oaaes have appeared at the house of detention; both are very mild. 
No new oaaea have appeared in the city. We are using.every precaution. 
We do not allow the negroes to hold church services or school. We have 
24 BuapectB at the house of detention; three cases at pesthouee; all 
doinc well. The city is protty thorouglily vaccinated. I will keep you 
posted regarding the situation. 

Kespeet fully yours, 

J. A. VANARSDALL. 

Report of small-pox epidemic at NicholasviUe, Ky., February and 
March, 1899: 

Origin, negro from Cincinnati. O., visited his family in this city on 
or about 24th of January. The eruption apfjeared on him on the sec- 
ond day after hla arrival in the city. The lai^t case was dismissed on 
the 18th of March. 

Total number of cases, nine. House of detention was fitted up two 
miles from town; all suspects were contine<l hem for two or three weeks 
under dally inspection of physician. UiK)n the appearance of the symp- 
toms of the disease the patients were Immediately removed to tents. 
Nurses supplied their wants, while two guards did duty night and day. 
A physician was appointed by the Health ]k>ard. 

The total cost was al>out fifteen hundro<l dollars ($1,500.00), and was 
borne by the county and city Jointly, the fK)unty paying three-fourths of 
the expense and the city one-fourth. 

Estimated cost in loss of business, alx)ut $5,000.00 to $8,000.00. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. VANARSDALL, 

Physician In Charge. 



KENTON COUNTY. 

Covington, Ky., Jan. 31, 1899. 
To Dr. J. N. Mo(^ormack, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 

Dear Sir: On last Wedn<?»day, Jan. 25, 1898, a negro (Henry Smith), 
who had been stopping at some negro Imwdy houses in this city, left 
here, went to Cincinnati, and applied for admission to City Hospital. 
Upon examination he was found to have small-pox. He was sent to 
the branch hospital and we wore notlflwl. We at once fumigated the 
houfpes and vaccinated all the Inmates and have them under guard. 
This latter measure has aroiisnd opposition from some of our physicians, 
being, as they term It, an unnec/»ssary .'«jare. 

On Sunday last I visited the Cincinnati branch hospital, together 
with the local and state authorities (Dr. Pi^>b8t, of Columbus), and we 
found confined there 54 caw;s of true small-[>ox, and our man was 
a*inon!g the number. T)r. Probst Is anxious lest we have an outbreak, 
the cases are coming in from one to thrwj daily from all parts of the 
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city. I thought best to advise you of this and ask for instructions. 
Will you mail me pamphlets, etc.? 

Our B. of H. meets at 4 p. m. to-morrow, and we will publish a cir- 
cular letter in the papers asking a revaccination. 

I am in close touch with Cincinnati autborities, and am studying 
small-pox at their branch. I shall try to (have our own peethoua© in 
order and ready for emergencies. 

Nicholajsvllle reports a case in tills morning's paper as coming from 
here. What do you know of it? 

Respectfully, 

WILLIS W. RANSHAW, M. D., 

City Health Officer. 



Independence, Ky., 8-7-*99. 
J. N. McCormack, M. D., 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

My Dear Sir: By request I send you the following report of our 
smali-pox cases: 

In February, 1899, we had a case of small-pox to develop in an ex- 
soldier, who had just been mustered out of Cuban service. The plax^ 
was quarantined as soon as reported to me, and strictly guarded day 
and night for about six weeks, during which time there were two other 
ex-«oldiers staying at the house, who took it and died, but these two 
oases were not reported sick until they died. All the members of this 
negro family were vaccinated on appearance of the first case, but tibe 
two who after took it and died. They claimed to have been vaccinated 
on entering the service a few months previously, but it developed after- 
ward the vaccination had not taken. 

Cost of managing these cases was more than it would have been 
had they been responsible and had any support. 

The total cost was about $250.00, including $50.00 for the old cabin 
which we had burned. They claimed that they did not know when they 
were exposed to the contagion. It was either in the army or on the way 
home, as it was oniy a few days after their return when they took sick. 

In April and May we had a case to develop in a white boy of 14 
years of age, who contracted the disease while in Cincinnati having 
some dental work done at a free dental college, or supposed to have con- 
tracted in this way. His three brothers took it from him. It was in 
a mild fk>rm, as all recovered without a physician, and was considered 
by the family as chicken-pox. A brother-in-law, on visiting the family, 
took the disease, and the attending physician pronounced it varicella 
and treated it as such for about 10 days, during which time many per- 
sons were exposed. As soon as I was apprised of the suspicious nature 
of the eruption, I at once investigated the case and found it to be a 
rajther severe case of small -pox. All persons exposed, as well as all 
living in the vicinity, was ordered vaccinated, but another brother con- 
tracted the disease and died. Three other memlbers of the family had an 
attack of varioloid. 

The cost to county in these cases was about $75.00. All of the cases 
were strictly quarantined. 

We have had nine cases of small-pox, with three (3) deaths — one 
white and two colored. Three cases of varioloid without a death. 

Total cost of all cases to county, $325. 

Yours fraternally, 

JNO. F. LOOMIS, M. D., 
Ex-Health Officer of Kenton Co., Ky. 
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Covington. Ky., Oct. 27, 1899. 

State Board of Health. Bowling Green. Ky. 

Gentlemen: I bave the honor herewith to send you a report of our 
recent small-poz epidemic. 

Oar first caae was reported to the Health Department, Feb. 24, 1899. 
The man had worked in Cincinnati, at which place small-pox was at 
that time prevalent. 

The house was at once quarantined and the case subsequently 
moved to the pesthouse. This was the first of a series of cases, thirty- 
five in number, which we have treated at our pesthouse from Feb. 24. 
to August 28. 

From August 28 until Sept. 26 we had no cases in the city limits 
of which the Board had any cognizance. On Sept. 26 there was reported 
a case of small-pox in a man whose child had harl "chicken-pox" (?). 
The case was removed to the penthouse; the child had recovered before 
the iMirent became ill, and had attended a parochial school (this without 
the knowledge of the Health Department). 

From this case alone we have traced the infection of our other cases, 
fifteen in number, through the medium of the parochial school. This 
school, on account of the strong opposition of the German citizens to 
vaccination, had not been prompt in carrying out the vaccination law. 
This matter has been subsequently attendefl to, and all school children 
of the city are now vaccinated. 

Our epidemic has been remarkable for its mildness, but it has been 
equally remarkable for its prevalence during the hottest months of the 
year. 

We have had six cases of varioloid, meaning by this term small- 
pox modified by a previous vaccination. In no case had a person con- 
tracted small-pox who had been vaccinated within three years of this 
time. We have had six cases of confluent small-pox. Five of our cases 
of varioloid had. at the same time, a well -developed vaccine vesicle and 
small-pox eruption. This was due to the fact that they had been vac- 
cinated six or seven days after the breaking out of the eruption of the 
IMttients removed from their homes. 

The apparent tardiness in vaccinating these cases was due. not to 
a lack of attention on thp part of the health officer, but to the fact that 
these cases were seldom reported to the office until the small-pox erup- 
tiOD was well advanced. 

We had one patient with a second attack of true small-pox. At the 
time of the breaking out of his eruption, his face and body showed many 
scars of the attack from which he had suffered seventeen years before. 

We have ha/l but five colored people, our cases having been mostly 
confined to the lower cla.sses of German and Irish citizens. 

In no case was the infection traceable from house to house, save 
in ooe case from Holman street to 12th street. This case was not re- 
ported by the attending physician until found by the sanitary officer. 
^fection had been carried from 12th street to Holman prior to the time 
tbe report was made to this office. 

The only exception to this statement being the infection that was 
carried through the medium of the parochial school above mentioned. 
In all otlier cases the infection was traceable to Cincinnati. This fact 
iB not strange when it is known that Covington is but a gigantic bed- 
room to Cincinnati, as fully two-thirrls of our population work in Cin- 
dnnati. 

Oar epidemic to date, including the management of the pesthouse. 
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the maint^iance of quarantine in the city, suppUea famished to quar- 
antimed people, sanitary oSksers, and the rebaiklinc; of our peathouae^ 
has cost the city, in round numbers, seyen tliouaand (|7,000) dollars. 

Our method of quarantine has been seyere. As soon as cases have 
been reported to the office the patients were removed at once to the 
pesthouse, and all persons in the house from which they were taken 
were vaccinated immediately and placed under guard for fourteen days. 
This, of course, meant heavy expense to the city, but we believe the end 
gained justified the means employed, as we have had, as before stated, 
fifty oases, and these cases came from thirty-five diflerefnt and widedy 
separated localities. 

In no case had there been a reappearance of the disease in any 
locality after the Health Department had taken charge therein. Much 
credit is due for this efficient service to our local health officer, Dr. J. P. 
Rilfe, into whose hands the enforcing of the quarantine was placed. 

Our main difficulties in mana^ng the epidemic have been: 

1st The stubborn resistance of many people to our vaccination 
law. 

2d. The slowness of our city council to recognize the gravity oX the 
situation, hence the lack of support and consequent hami>ering of ouo: 
operations. 

3d. The doubt existing in the minds of many physicians as to the 
genuineness of the disease. Many older physicians refuse to believe 
that the mild cases were more than bad cases of chicken-pox. 

4th. The inability to properly impress the lay members of the 
Health Board with the importance of enforcing sanitary measures. We 
believe our Health Boards would be better constituted for woork were 
they composed wholly of pthysici€Lns. 

5th., The lack of compulsory vaccination laws in our state and city, 
save for school children. 

These we believe to have been our most serious obstacles. Of 
course, the natural aversion of the people to a pesthouse has brouight 
upon the Board much condemnation, but this has at last been overcome 
by the assurance that the infection hospital has been conducted as a 
re^Tular hospital, the control of the house having been under the care of 
trained nurses. 

To this latter fact we attribute our success in handling those suf- 
fering from this dread disease, as up to this date we have had not one 
single death from small-pox. We are unfortunately situated in our 
city so far as sources of infection are concerned. Ludlow, with its six- 
teen or eighteen cases of small -pox, is just on our western border; In- 
dependence, with its cases, just a few miles south, while Cincinnati is 
just north of us across the Ohio river. 

The fact that Cincinnati has had, during the past year aibout fifteen 
hundred (1,500) cases of small-pox, and that our working classes were 
constantly exposed to the contagion, has kept us constantly upon the 
alert for the first manifestation of the disease in our city. We have 
done our best to keep this portion of the state free from this terrible 
plague. The results of our labors we leave you to judge. 

We feel under much obligation to you for your kindness in so 
faithfully upholding us during these trying times. We are aware that 
our labors have been hard and must still be hard, for we are appre- 
hensive of a wide-spread epidemic during our winter months, but we 
promise, with your kindly assistance and encouragement, that we will 
do our utmost to keep our portion of the state as free as possible from 
small-pox. 
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Since dieUitliis the Above we hare six new cases in the city aiid one 
at ESrlanser, in the coanty. with one death. Oar council has also let 
the oontnbct for a new eruptive hospital — a sabatantial brick stmctaret. 

Very respectfully yours. 

W. W. RANSHAW, M. D., 

Secretary Board of Health. 
Physician in charge of Infection HospitaL 



KNOX COUNTY. 

Barboursville. Ky.. February 17. 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green. Ky. 

Gentlemen: I inclose you circular of quarantine as furnished the 
railroad comiiany. As stated in same, you will notice that we have only 
taken precautionary steps against the city of Middlesboro and Bell 
county. We are doing everything in our power to prevent the con- 
ta^on from entering our county, though we have met with considerable 
dilllculty in perfecting arrangements, as the city council and county offi- 
cials say that they have no authority in the matter; but we finally suc- 
ceeded In placing guards at every railroad station in our county, they 
agreeing to take the responsibility of the county paying for their 



We advised <hy circular) for everybody to be vaccinated. Some have 
availed themselves of the opportunity. 

I wired yon to-day for instructions in regard to Jellico and Whitley 
ooanty. We are not protected from that point. 

I think on account of the exodus of tramps and miners, as well as 
others, we are in as much danger from said point as we are from Mid- 
dlesboro. I would be glad if you would write me fully on this matter. 

Yours respectfully, 

B. F. HERNDOX, 

County Health Officer. 



Office Knox County Board of Health. 
To Whom it May Omcern: 

Know ye that whereas, the State Board of Health, for the state of 
Kentneky, has directed and authorizerl the County Board of Health for 
Knox comity, Ky., to quarantine against the disease known as small-pox. 

Now, therefore, in pursuance to the order and directions of the State 
Board of Health, and by the authority vested in us as the County Board 
of Health for Knox county, a quarantine against the disease of small- 
pox Is hereby declarerl and established and ordered to be maintained in 
and for the* county of Knox, and against Bell county, Ky., and especially 
wo ac^nst the city of MiddlesVioro, in said county. 

For the purposes of morf? fully and completely effecting and en- 
forcing: this quarantine. The r»iiisville & Nashville Railroad Company 
is Included In same to this extent, to wit: That the said company will 
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not in Bell county, Ky., accept, receive or permit person-s, sus passen- 
gers or otherwise, to pass over its road, who intend to leave said road at 
any station or other place on its road within the limits of Knox county, 
except such person or persons as shall present to it tlie proper health 
certificate from some legal Board of Health within Bell county, Ky. This 
done by order of the Board of Health of Knox county, this Feibruary 15, 
1898. 

B. P. HBRNDON, 

Secretary. 



Barbourville, Ky., March 14, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: On the 8th inst. this Board received notice of a case of 
small-pox at E3ast Jellico (coal post), this county. Dr. I. T. Catron, a 
member of the County Board of Health, took charge of the case. Dr. 
Catron isolated the patient and used all precautionary means that were 
necessary for isolation. The patient was also seen by Dr. Smock, one 
of your inspectors, who advised that the local Board place guards around 
the infected locality for the reason that a number of people had been 
exposed. For* the purpose of arranging this, Dr. Smock came to Bar- 
bourville, and, with Dr. C. G. Hemdon and myself, we had an initer- 
view with the county judge, T. J. Wyatt, who advised us to do what 
we thought was right and best for the interest of the community. Act- 
ing upon this advice, and at the suggestion of Dr. Smock, we secured ten 
good men and sent them to East Jellico, where Dr. Catron instructed 
them, etc. 

Now, notwithstanding the judge agreed to any action the Board 
might take, he has acted to the contrary, by stating to the citizens that 
"he was opposed to it, and would do all he could against such acts," and 
furthermore, he says the Board of Health was violating the law by ob- 
structing the public highway with guards. He also advised one of our 
guards (by letter, which I inclose) that the Board was going beyond the 
law, and that the guards would not receive anything for their services. 
And I am also informed that the judge said the guards would do some- 
thing that would probably send them to the "pen." This remark, 
however, is not reliable. 

Now, rather than have any trouble with the county officials we have 
withdrawn the guards, as well the services of the Board of Health. 

We may have acted too hastily, yet it was the only thing we could 
do under the circumstances. 

Very respectfully, 

B. F. HBRNDON, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 

Barbourville, Ky., March 12, 1898. 
Mr. J. T. Wyatt, East Jellico. 

Dear Tom: I would advise you to come home and let the guarding 
business alone; as I understand it, the Board is going further than the 
law authorizes, and you will have no assurance to get any pay for your 
services. 

Yours truly, 

T. J. WYATT, County Judge. 
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LAUREL COUNTY. 

London, Ky., February 18, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I wirite you in regard <to the steps taken by the Laurel 
Coonty Board of Health in order to prevent the spread of small-pox in 
this county. We have placed guards at each of the railway stations in 
the county — one for the day and one for the night — provided any trains 
make night stops at the station. Does this meet the approval of the 
State Board of Health, and have you any instructions or suggestions? 
No cases nearer than Middlesboro or Jellioo that we have any knowl- 
^e of. 

Very truly yours, 

R. T. RAMSEY, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



Londor, Ky., February 21, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The Laurel County Board of Health met to-day and 
passed an ordinance requiring all persons who have not been success- 
fully vaccinated, living in the towns along the railroad, and those living 
within one-half mile of said railroad in the county, to be vaccinated 
within the next ten or fifteen days, provided the State Board of Health 
indorses such action. 

We can not find out in what towns in Southeastern Kentucky small- 
pox is present. Will you please advise us if there Is any in Jellico, Cor- 
bin, etc. 

If we pass the above ordinance do you think it best to still have 
guards at the different railroad stations in the county? The agents at 
these stations are co-operating with us, and refuse to sell tickets to 
those who have no health certificates to and from the infected localities, 
and to ship any household goods from said places into our county. 

Awaiting your decision and suggestion, I remain, 

Very truly, 

R. T. RAMSEY, 
Secretary Laurel County Board of Health. 



QUARANTINE. 



At a meeting of the local Board of Health for Laurel county, Ky., Feb- 
ruary 17, 1898, present Drs. R. T. Ramsey, T. P. Caldwell, H. V. Pen- 
nington and Jackson Givens, members local Board of Health for 
Laurel county, Ky. 

It appearing to the satisfaction of the said Board of Health that the 
InHectioiis and contagious di^eaise of small-pox is now an epidemic at Mid- 
dlesboro, Bell county, and Jellioo, Tenn., and Whitley county, and that 
psrsons from said districts and counties are leaving and shipping their 
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houaehold gooda and other gooda from said district Into Laurel couoity at 
Pittsburg and Bant Bemstadt and other pla-oee. In order to prevent the 
bringing of said disease Into tbla county and the spreading of same 
among our people. It is ordered and diJwMed by this local Board ot 
, Health that the towna ot Lily, Fajlaton, London, Plttaburg, E^aat Bem- 
stadt. Altamont and Hazel Pat£h, be. and are he^^by, declared undw 
quarantine, and same Is established in the towns aJoresald and ra.ilToad 
stations. 

It Is further ordered that no household goods of any kind shall be 
shipped from any infected places of aforesaid dtetrlct to any of the towns 
and railroad stations aforesaid, or into any distriict vuuder quarantine In 
tMs county; nor ehall any ^oods aforesaid, be received Into any of Uie 
aforesaid rsilroad stations from said infected district. If amy shall be 
shipped to any of the aforesaid stations by railroad or otherwise, sane 
shall be held for disinfection at said staition, subject to the order of this 
Board of Health or State Board. 

It is further directed that no person shall be permitted to oome into 
any of the said towns and statione under quarantine from said Infected 
district by trains or otherwiae, unless Tie or they shflJl Iia.ve a proper 
certificate from the proper officer or Board of Health before oomlng into 
any of said places under quarantine. And all persons coming from 
said Infected districts without a proper health certificate shall be placed 
in quarantine, subject to the orders of this Board of Health or officer at 
such statl(m; and all railroad trains coming into or through this county 
are liereby directed not to bring any person or persons or bousehold 
goods into this county from any of said Infected districts unless such 
person or persona or household goods are accompanied with a proper 
certificate from the Board of Health. All persons and goods (household) 
are directed to be held In quaj-antlne at any of the said towns or sta- 
tions in this county until discharged by order of this Board of Healtli 
or State Board. 

We recommend all persons to be vaccinaited at once. 

R. T. HAMSBY, M. D„ 

JACKSON GrVBNS, M. D„ 

T. P. CALDWELL. M. D., 

H. V. PENNINGTON, M. D., 

Local Board of Health for Laurel County. Ky. 



London, Ky., April 6, 1898. 

Staite Board of Health. Bowling Green. Ky. 

Gentlemen: The Laurel County Fiscal Court yesterday notified our 
Board that they would not pay for any further expenses In maintaining 
Inspection stations in this county; so our quarantine, modified as you 
auggested sometime ago, was raised yestei'day, and all inapectore (five in 
number) withdrawn and railroad authorities notified that there were 
no longer any restrictions whatever to travel or shipment of goods In 
this county. Our vaccination ordinance has met the same fate that it 
has all along the line, in London we have enforced the law. in the 
mining towns of Uly, Pittsburg. liJaat Bernstadt and Altamont they have 
resisted it, and I fear your attention will be called to some of these towns 
in the near future. We ehoiild have given up some time ago, as oar 
county judgie eaid that he would resign before he would fine any one 
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tor not being vaccinated in accordance with erdinanoe; but we are 
aware of the determined opposition you have. met in all your good work 
for the state, and how you have succeeded by keeping up the firing all 
alons the line and at all times. All honor to our State Board of Health! 
We are aware of the fact that the oounty Judge has niothlng to do with 
our quarantine and the payment of inspectors, but rather than fight it 
out and take claims to circuit court, we have decided to stop. 

Please to send me some blanks for application for license to practice 
medicine. 



With best wishes, I remain, 



Very truly, 

R. T. RAMSEY, 

Secretary. 



London, Ky., March 1, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your letter of February 22d received and contents 
noted. From our interpretation of the statutes we conclude that we 
bave the authority to pass an ordinance requiring all persons in our 
county to be vaccinated. The county judge and his court have the 
])Oiwer to appoint physicians to vaccinate the poor who are unable to 
pay for same. We see that the law requires all persons to be vaccinated, 
but there is no penalty attached. But we can, as a local Board, being 
indorsed by the State Board, take such means as we deem expedient for 
the protection of the people of the coimty from the outbreak or spread 
of any infectious or contagious disease, and ainy who fail or refuse to 
comply with such ordinance may be fined not less than $10 nor more 
than $100 for each day he fails or neglects. 

Does the State Board of Health indorse the action taken by the local 
Board in passing this ordinance? 

Very truly, 

R. T. RAMSEY, 
Secretary Laurel County Board of Health. 



London, Ky., July 5, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The Laurel County Board of Health has been notified 
that there are two cajses of small-pox in, this county, both cases on the 
London and Manchester road — one five miles out; the other ten miles. 
Dr. T. P. Caldwell and I this morning visited said places, and at Mir. 
Beerley's house, five miles from here, we found one well developed case, 
in a lady of fifty years; case in pustular stage, and getting along well. 
There are ten other members of this family who have been exposed, and 
who have not been protected heretofore by vaccination. One of the 
children has recovered from the disease, which was thought to have 
been chdcken-pox. Quite a number of people have been exposed at this 
house. The husband this morning was complaining, with a tempera- 
ture of 102 2-5 ; no eruption present ; was taken aick yesterday. 

We found another case ten miles from here; the confiuent type, also 
in pustular stage, who is quite sick; age, eighteen years. A large num- 
ber have been exposed by this case, owing to delay in diagnosis. Dr. 
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Oald-well, wlio has seen, and w*ho has treated heretofore aeveral cadMs of 
small-pox, says that the dia^rnoeis of small -pox is beyond dispute. We 
are doing what we can at this late hour, and we shall be pleased to have 
any suggestions or any assistance in this matter which you deem neces- 
sary. 

Very truly, 

R. T. RAMSEY, 
Secretary Laurel County Board of Health. 



Manchester, Ky., July 12, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your 
telegram of July 9, "Small-pox; London. Go on first train. Repoirt 
to Dr. Ramsey," I proceeded to London, arriving at 3:30 a. m., July 10th. 
I reported to I>r. R. T. Ramsey, health oflElcer of Laurel county. I found 
that after a conversation with Dr. Ramsey a different state of affairs 
from that usually found when we are called upon for ^id. The County 
Board had received the report from Dr. Ramsey that they had five 
cases 'of smaM-pox in the northeaaitiem end of their oounity. It is with 
pleasure that I report to you the promptness with which -the Board, 
through Dr. Ramsey, county health officer, diagnosed and used measures 
to isolate and vaocinate and to orevent the spread of the disease in this 
county. In company with Dr. Ramsey I left London Sunday morning, 
[uly 10th, and proceeded at once to the infected district. On investiga- 
tion I find three cases of confluent small-pox and two cases of discrete 
small-pox. Proceeding in the direction of Manchester, Clay county, I 
found. Just over the Laurel county border, one case of confluent and 
two of discrete. After a further investigation in this immedia/to neigh- 
borhood, I learned that there were some ten or fifteen additional oajBes. 
I had not the time to see them all. In company with deputy sheriff of 
Clay county I arrived at Manchecrter at night of the same day. I at 
once called together the local Board and the county Judge. It had been 
reported to the judge several days before that small-pox existed in the 
county. He sent ex-Judge Eversole. who had formerly had the disease, 
out to investigate, and he made out a diagnosis of small-pox. In con- 
versation with Dr. Sandlin, of Manchester, I learned that some three 
weeks before, a tramp woman by the name of Annie Dixon, from Horse 
Creek neighborhood, Jackson county, had applied to him tor treatment 
for a suspicious eruptive disease. After prescribing for her he inter- 
rogated her as to where she lived and where she had been In the la«^ 
week, and elicited the fact that she had spent four or five days in the 
neighborhood of Bush, Laurel county. It is well to state here that It 
was in the homes of the people who housed this woman that the dis- 
ease was found three weeks later. 

It took two days to get the Clay County Court together. In the 
meantime the local Board had organized and selected Dr. J. R. 
Burchell health officer, with instructions to go into the infected dis- 
trict and isolate and vaccinate all that he could find who had been ex- 
posed to the disease. On the morning of the 12th the county court met, 
presided over by Judge White, and I want to say that if all counties in 
Kentucky had such men at the head of their county government the 
Sta/te Board and local Boards would have but liittle trouble in controlling 
these outbreaks. The court met and indorsed the action of the County 
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Board, mud uluuiflniimtlsr yoied to stand by the local Board, both morally 
and flnanolally. 

I am flatfaifled that all the trouble here and in Laurel came from 
Jackaon oountyp and that there must be plenty of nnall-pox there. Will 
return to London to-morrow. Wire me there if you think I should go 
on t&io that oounty. It is a rough country, with terrible roads from all 
scooonta, and I would personally much prefer not to take the trip. Am 
nibjeot to orders, howeyer. 

Respectfully, 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D., 
Inspector for State Board of Health. 



London, Ky., July 17, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Oentlemen: Thanks for sending Dr. Smock ho promptly. I'est- 
houae located ten miles from j»ndon; all the cases to date in same. 
Three new caaea to-day taken in, making in all eight cases in pesthouse 
and one case discharged. All doing well. Two suspects to-day. The 
three new cases developed in tho Megley family, where it first started 
in this oounty. One susiK^'t th'To now. One suspect in new family, 
whkdi family has been isolatfK] for Hr>mc time. I think we have things 
in very nice shape, and so far have iiarl no fights and very few fusees. 

We shall adkl three n^;w rooms to our ]M*>rthouse Tuesday. Will keep 
you advised every few dayn. No (^{L»nH near London nor elsewhere In 
ooQsty reported. 

YourH, RAMSEY. 

Excuse pencil — in haste. 



VACCINATION ORDINANCR. 

At a meeting of the Jjiiur(^\ Oounty Board of Health, hold in Ix>ndon, 
Ky., on the 80th day of July, 1898, the following sanitary order was 
made: 

Whereas, Small-pox now provaiiH in this and the juljoining counties 
of Clay and Jacknon, and in ordf^r to protect the citizens of T^aurel 
oounty from said diw»a8e, and In onl(>r to curtail the ex]KtnHn Incident 
to a continuance of (iiianmtlne Indftflnltoly, the Hoanl of Iffvilth of 
Laurel oounty do hereby order and din^ct that all porHonH rcfsident or 
doonlolled in T^aiin^I county, who havr? not Ikhju micfW'HHfully vaccinat/ed, 
shall Immediately pro<:iin> th<;lr vaccination or re v^lccI nation, nn the 
case may be; and all parentH, guard ianH and other jKirsons having the 
oare or custody or wntrol of any child or children, In wild county, or 
who may have In thf^ir employ any minor or minorH in wUd county, 
shall have the »ame vaccinated immcdiat<^Iy. 

Provided, That this ordinance Hhall luA apply to pcrHouH who pro- 
sent a certificate from a n)put;fibl<i phyHicIan that their phynical con- 
dition is such that vaccina tJon in not c!xiKHll<»nt. 

K. T. HAMHKY, M. 1).. 

H. V. PKNN1N(JT()N, M. D., 

.TACKflON CJIVKNS. M. 1)., 

r^aurol County Hoard of Health. 
London, August 2, 1S»8. 

9 
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liondon, Ky., August 5, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen : Your letter reoeiyed by me this evening, and up to the 
present time nothing ot interest has happened in our county. No new 
cases of small-pox reported, an-d all doing well at hospital. We can't 
do a little bit with vaccination out in the county. Their prejudices are 
deep-seated and nothing less than Dr. Smock and his "Mdddlesboro 
deputies" would avail anything. Our county Judge and attorney and 
some of the magistrates thought the vaccination ordinance the thing 
to do; so we passed the ordinance and started them out for distribution. 
The same day fiscal court met and pasoed theee two orders, viz. : 1st, or- 
dered that written authority be given to all the licensed physicians of 
Laurel county to vaccinate all person-s who are unable to procure their 
own vaccination, who are willing to have same done, or who may be suc- 
cessfully vaccinated: 2d, from information received by the members of 
the fiscal court of Laurel county the quarantinie now establifilhed by 
this county against the county of Jackson against the disease of small- 
pox is ineflacient and inoperative for the protection of Laurel county; we 
would hereby respectfully suggest to the State amd Oounty Boards of 
Health that the said quarantine be discontinued and this county re- 
lieved of the attendant expenses. 

Thus encouraging the citizens of the county to be vaccinated if they 
wauted to, but they were opposed to compulsory vaccination. We have 
withdrawn our vaccination ordinance of July 30, 1898, and have to-nig-ht 
had all guards on Laurel-Jackson county line withdrawn. You alone 
can appreciate how we feel about such conduct, and you alone know 
how much unjust, unreasonable and criminal censure these ignorant 
people are heaping upon us. 

The guards report no cases of small-pox near our line that they can 
hear of. 

Will write you again soon. 

Very truly, 

R. T. RAMSEY, 
County Health Officer. 



LEE COUNTY. 

NOTICE OF QUARANTINE AGAINST THE COUNTY OF JACKSON. 

Whereas, The State Board of Health bas officially announced that 
small-pox is prevailing in Jackson county, this state, as an epidemic; 
and 

Whereas, Said State Board has deiclared Jackson county and each 
of its inhabitants in quarantine, and has established a quarantine Mne 
along the entire boundary of said county, and has forbidden any per- 
son to enter or leave said county without a permit from said Board ; and 

Whereas, Said State Board has called upon the Boards of Health 
and officials of the counties adjoining said Jackson county and requests 
and directs them to enforce its aforesaid order of quarantine and cause 
the prompt arrest, vaccination and prosecution of any and all persons 
violating the same: 

Now, therefore. Be it ordered by the Board of Health of Lee county, 
in order to prevent the further spread of the disease, by infection, in 
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this ooiinty, and to tmtABt the Staite Board in crushing out the malady, 
and In order to carry out the direction of said State Board, that this 
Board quarantines against Jackeon county, and by the authority vested 
in it does hereby deciare said .Jackson county in a state of quarantine and 
forbids all persons to come directly or indirectly from said Jackson into 
this county, and forbids all persons residing in this county to enter 
said Jackson county without special permit from the State Board of 
Health, and warns each and all, under the severe penalties of the law, 
not to violate this regulation. The county judge and other officials are 
called upon to enforce this quarantine. All i>er8ons everywhere, and 
espedally those near the infected district, are instructed and urged to 
have themselves vaccinated at once as the only preventive against the 
disease. 

By order of the Board of Health of I.«ee county, Ky. 

M. F. REED, M. D., President. 

J. M. BEATTY. 
H. H. HARRIS, Secretary. 

This July 26, 1898. 



Lee County Court, July Term, July 26, 1898. 

Whereas, Official Information has iKwn produced to the court that 
. mall-pox is prevalent in the county of JackHon, and on account thereof 
the State Board of Health haH decreed said county of Jackson, and each 
of its inhabitants, to l>e in quarantine; and 

Whereas, The county of Tjee haH established quarantine along the 
boundary line between said Jackson and I>ie counties, forbidding any 
person to enter or leaver said county of JackHon without a sper^ial per- 
mit from the State Board of Hoalth, under the pains and penalties of 
a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, or im- 
prisonment in the county Jail of not Umn than ten nor more than sixty 
days. 

It Is therefore order(»d by this «)urt that in order to enforce said 
quarantine of said State and County Boards of Health, that a sufficient 
number of guardH l>e stationed at or near the I^ee and Jackson county 
Hnes, on the several roads Uniding to or from said counties into the 
county of Lee, and that said guards be kept on said roads for such 
time as the court may deem necessary. 

It is further ordenKl by the court that any jKirson entering into 
Mid Ja«ckson county from the county of I^ee, or cx>ming into said county 
of Lee from the county of Jackson, if found in said county of Lee with- 
out said special i)ermit, as aforesaid, be forthwith arrested by said 
guardis, cause<l to be vaccinated and taken before some Justice of the 
peace of Lee county to be dealt with according to law. 

A copy attest: O. W. CANN, 

Clerk I.iee County Court. 

Lee County Court. July Torm. .July 20, 1S98. 

It appearing to tho HJit I Hf action of the court that an epidemic of 
small-pox is now raging in tho county of Jacknon, and that in order to 
prevent its spread, that all porsouH rcsiddng along the lines of Ijeo, and 
Jttckson counties, or within 11 v<; miles th^weof, be and they are hereby 
directed to procure vaccination at the earliest day poBBlble; and all 
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persons unable to pay for the same will be vaccinated at the expense of 
the county. 

A copy attest: G. W. CANN, 

Clerk Lee CJounty Court. 



LESLIE COUNTY. 



Manchester, Ky., July 10, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: It is reported that there are a great many cases of 
small-pox in Leslie county. As many as 100 cases of this disease have 
been estimated by different reporters. They are doing nothing what- 
ever in the county or by citizens to limit its spread or stamp out con- 
tagion. 

Now, Clay county is in constant and daily oommunioEUtion with 
Leslie. Indeed, througli Clay lay the main lines of travel to railroad 
firtjations and the outer world. The experience that Clay county had 
last year with this same disease cost her $2,000 direct outlay. We thluk 
the State Board should investigate the isituation and take such steps as 
the menace to the public and the law would warrant. I am of opinion 
that any quarantine that Clay county might set up would be inadequ&te, 
and communication would continue at a lively rate. 

Very respectfully, 

I. S. MANNING, 
President Clay County Board of Health. 



Manchester, Ky., August 2, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I went to Hyden, Leslie county, as requested; found 
plenty of small-pox, and nothing being done to stop it. Made arrange- 
ments with the county authorities to go to work at once, and think they 
will do so. I know they will. The Board of Health will consist of J. B. 
Walton, Abner Eversole, J. H. Lawrence, M. D., health officer. You 
can communicate with Dr. Lawrence, and he would like you to 0sn<d 
Mm some little hand-bills for distribution among the people touching 
the main points as to Its prevention, etc. I will send in my report at 
once. 

Truly, 

J. R. BURCHELL, 

Inspector for State Board of Health. 



Hyden, Ky., August 26, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I am in receipt of your recent letter. We have about 
fifty patients with small-pox at present. The disease is gradually su:h- 
slding. We think in reasonable time can have it stamped out. 
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Tlie a4Joining countlefl are to eome 6x16111 in danger of the diJiease, 
though they are fighting against ub in Perry county. 
I will keep you pocited about the matter. 

Very resi^ectfuUy, 

J. H. LAWRBNOB, M. D., 

Health Officer of ijMie County. 



LINCOLN COUNTY. 

Stanford, Ky., March 13, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your letter came this altemoon. Being from home, on 
the war path, riding my Roeinante, I didn't reaxi It until Ju»t now. My 
reply may not reach you in time for the Board's meeting, yet I tru«t 
otherwise. 6owders, the real estate agent, nominally is a resident of 
Stanford, hut peripatetic in his hfl;bits-— here today, yonder to-morrow. 
He went to Columbus, Ohio, in January, to make some land or other 
real estate deals. He is bibulously inclined. Shortly after leaving here 
it was learned by his friends that he was talcing too much of the "bdled 
juice of the cereal com," and was in hard luck, his exchequer running 
low. One of his frlendis, in early February, went to Columibus. Inci- 
dentally, or accidentally, he met Sowders upon the street. The shoes 
and breeches were Sowders', but his other wearing apparel evidently had 
belonged to some one else, being tattereil and torn. He had traded his 
"«*ore" clothes, and with the "boot" was still "eventuating" in drinks. 
The friend inferred from Sowders' remarks, tho' he insisted tha/t he 
was etopping at the "Chittenden," that his real local habitation, nightly, 
was at the Catholic Mission, where a fellow In need of a nap could get 
a balmy snore for the small sum of ten cents. This friend, aleo, saw in 
the dty papers that small-pox had broken out in the mission only the 
day .before his arrival. He returned her© on Saturday, the 11th of 
February; the Wednesday following, 15th, Sowders came In, sick, high 
ferer, head and backache. Thursday felt miserable, drinking Just a 
IHtle bit; too much nausea for "high -balling." On this night drank a 
quart of bone-set tea; woke up Friday morning with an eruption. Went 
down town, consulted two doctors; one sal4 his eruption was "stom- 
aehal," the other that he had "Dutch" m>easles. Saturday he was up 
and about; was apprehensive that he had small-pox. His physicians 
didn't think so. Sawders knew whore he had been, they didn't. On 
Suntlay morning I was asked to make a diagnosis, which I did promptly 
— tmall-pox. In twenty-four hours we had him l8ola<te<l In a nice, ro- 
bustly-ventilated i>esthou»r\ No other oa»e haw made Its appearance. 
His was a confluent attfl<;k, with throit com pM (nations. He Is doing ele- 
gantly; df*fK|iiainatioii now cornplotr*. will dlw^harge him Thursday 
nighit. 

Pardon the scribble, I'm writing with my wife's l)est pen — a regular 
hole-tticker. 

VourH truly, 

STEKLK BAILEY, 

County Health Officer. 
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Stanford, Ky., September 10, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The first case of small-pox in this vicinaige since the 
summer of 1887 (at which time a negro railroader, after a few days* ill- 
ness, died promptly from the confluent form of the disease) was pre- 
sented in the person of Jos. Sowder, white, forty years of age. He came 
to town on the 11th of February, from Columbus, Ohio, wbither he had 
gone from this village about the first of January. He arrived at night, 
stopping at a tavern near the Louisville & Nashville railway station. 
Feeling uncomfortably bad the morning after his arrival, he sen/t fior a 
doctor, who reported to me that he found him with a temperature of 
104 deg. F., violent headache amid severe muscular pains; sore throat, 
and that it was probably a case of epidemic influenza. On the 12th, at 
noon, Sowder was able to report at the doctor's oflice, and further re- 
lated that he had had a fever for several days. An eruption, at tihls 
time, was seen over the forehead, in the pharynx, on the chest-wall, etc. 
Not suspecting variola, the attendant changed bis opinion, and called it 
measles. On the 14th a vesicular rash covered the whole body. Com- 
plying with the request, as the health oflioer, I visited the patient In his 
room in the Interior Journal building — he remained but one day and 
night at the hotel — made a critical examination and pronounced the case 
one of small-pox. At this time there was almost comiplete subsidence 
of the fever, but & beautiful, plainly visible eruption covered the body. 
The diagnosis was made known to the mayor and County Judge Bailey. 
By the afternoon of the following day a two-room, well ventilated hmuse, 
with first-class sanitary surroundings, was made ready for oocapancy, 
and by courtesy dubbed "an hospital." Pending the time of Sofwdier's 
removal, the room he was occupying on Main street, the most busdmeae 
I>art of the village, was securely guarded, land from its portals tlie 
yellow flag was flown at full mast. I removed him at night to quiet the 
mental perturbation of the villagers, as a great many of them were 
ready for flight. The case was a full-fledged, confluent one; the ordeal 
severe, but the rubicon was passed safely wilth only cicatrices on the 
site of the eruption, by which, in the future, he may be identiified. On 
the 25th day of his detention he was given his discharge papers. Every 
precaution was taken to prevent an outbreak in the commimity. Our 
efforts were crowned with success at Stanford. Vaccination was made 
compulsory, lymph tubes being employed instead of the points, "with 
failure in the operation in not more than 5 per cent of the oases. Sow- 
der had never been vaccinated. From the best information obtain&ble 
(we could learn nothing from him, as when asked about It, he only an- 
swered, "sharp words butter no parsnips"), the disease was either con- 
tracted while East (either Pittsburg or Philadelphia), or more Ukely at 
a Catholic mission at Columbus, Ohio, where this peripatetic gentleman 
bad "babbed an eye" for a good many nights before his home-coming. 
The compound effect of liquor had rednced his excbequer; the miaaton 
was handy and cheaip. The papers gave an account of an outbreak of 
small-pox at this hostelry three days before Sowder came upon the 
scene here. 

On the 25th of February, news having reached the county Jiidse 
that small-pox was in the "Deep Well Woods," a negro aerttlement, ten 
or eleven miles from Stanford, I was asked to go and verify the at&te- 
ment. I found John VanDevere with a case of the discrete variety, 
which ran a typical course, the patient recovering. Then followed in 
this neighborhood twenty-six other cases, all being of the mild form of 
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the dlteace, except Tim Welch's wife, whose case was severe in the con- 
flueat form. These Deep Well cases were under the immediate care of 
Dr, W. J. Edmiston, of Crab Orchard. On April 11th I visbted Crab Or- 
chard at night, in company with County Attorney Harvey Helm, to ex- 
amine four suspectsr -youn^ white men— a diagnosis of smaU-pox wa« 
easily made. A pef»thous4ft was establiHh^l ono and a half mUes from 
town, and Dr. J. D. Pettus put in ciharge. Kach C!a»e proved a conHuemt 
one. All recovered. 

The mayor of Crab Orchard telephon*Ml me to vinit his town on the 
14th of August, to make a diagaosls in th^ C4i,m of John Turn/bull, who 
was reported to have Hmal]-t)ox, but who would not permit any local 
doctor or one of his nolg:hi>ors to enter hin domicilii. 1 went, bearded; 
the lion in his den, and found a rxmfliient c^ase, fully developed, and two 
of bis children, who wwe recovering from the di8<:rete form. As he 
was in his own home, and it isolated, h^ was ix^rmitted there to remain. 

In Auguiit there appeared at Rowland, a suburb of Btanford, eight 
caMS of the discrete variety. All recovered. Whether other (ja«e« are 
to follow deponent Hayrsth not, but he is of the opinion that the Augean 
Ntables are about cleaned out. While vaccination has l>een pretty gen- 
eral, there are some iieople with foolish fears who will not, with any 
amount of persuasion, have this simple protective operation performed. 

All praise should l>e ]HsnVowM utK>n the offlrjers of the county for 
their supreme efforts to sfamp out the dim^as';. (^ountty Judge Dailey and 
County Attorney Helm, at all tlmew, have br^en r*ja/ly and willing to give 
aid and comfort to the lof;al lioard of Health. Not deeming It necessary, 
wo did not quarantine against anything, or body, at any time. No one, 
so far as we know, willfully or knowingly obstructed or resisted the 
powons given to the IJoard of Health. The cxxit to the county because of 
this epidemic of small-pox will not exceed in mom;y value more than 
three thousand dollars; the eKtimat€*d loss of busiiiesM, etc., would be 
tbrlce that sum. 

Recapitulation. 

Numt>er of ctaum in the C/Ounty to date, 41; first case im- 
ported by Sowder, probably from ('olumbus, Ohio; first case in Deep Well 
Woods, contracUid from a case, a negrews, who came on a visit from Cin- 
efnnati, O., and who returned to thai city and died from the disease. 
The epidemic sprang from this fourc^e. The young white men caught 
H, possibly, from some Indiscreet visits made to the I>eep Woods. This 
iMM been suggested; I would not aver it. The poison was and Is still 
in the force, as evidenfjed by the cases of Tumbull and those recently 
occurring at Rowland, 

Yours truly, 

STEELE BAH^EY, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



LIVINOHTON (BOUNTY. 

Grand Rivers, Ky., April 27th, 1899. 

0tate Board of Health, Tiowling Oreen, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I report a casf? of small-iyox; It is positive, at the 
Gravel Switch, one mile west of Grand Rlvc^rs, on the Illinois Central 
Railroad. This pit is operaUid by the above company, employing about 
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160 men. On the 19tli ln«t, Supit Surgeon I>r. D. Q. Murreai, oC 
Paduioali, reported two patientB thait came to the compamy'e hoepdital 
from this pit, which proved within a few days to be small-pox. 

To-day Assistant Superintendent Dr. J. Q. Taylor saw, with me, 
a patient— evidently amall-pox. The paitlent is ieolated in a oar, thougOii 
dioubtless fifty men have had an opportunity, and these fifty men many 
of them come up to our town; some live in town, t have sucoessCully 
vaccinated the layout of employee of the company. I am expecting a 
great outbreak of small-pox; wha/t can and wlU the State Board sug!gest 
and do to help us? Act quickly. I am vaccinating the entire commu- 
nity, all who will accept of it. Anawer. 

Yours, 

A. J. DRISKBLL, 

Member Oounty Board Health. 



Office Health Officer, 

Jefferson County, Ky., 

Louisville, Ky., May 6, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Qreen, Ky. 

Oentleraen: I found things in a bad way at Qravel Pit, one mile 
west of Grand Rivers. They have four cases of small-pox now in ne- 
groes confined in an old boarding car on the side track of the I. C. R. R. 
One eruptive case got away from them and was found, so I learned, at 
Princeton. Fifteen suspects, actual exposures, also got away and have 
gone, the Lord only knows where. The trouble there was the same as at 
other places — delayed diagnosis. Two cases left and went into Padn- 
cah. I found on my arrival thait Dr. Drlskell had donfi all \\^ could, 
backed up by Drs. Murrell and Taylor, of Paducah, the I. C. surgeons. 
No guard had been plajoed over Uiese men. No gueasing the number 
of exposures. I went to Smithland the same day I reache^rl Gr«nd 
Rivers. Did not get to Smithland until 9 p. m. It is iwenLy-flve miles 
from the railroad, over as rough a road as you found m the mountiins. 
Judge Evans, of the Livingston County Court, very promptly called his 
court together, and I took much pleasure in placing chc matter in a 
srtrong way before them. The trouble with the magistrates was thait they 
insisted that the raiilroad company should take care of these negroea 
I explained to them that the rallit>ad could not restrain the movemenits 
of r. sjrglo citizen without laying tiicniselves liable tor heavy damagos. 
Your local Board of Health at Smithland had done nothing. It had not 
even occurred to any one that they existed, or that they had any au- 
thority in the matter. Mail the young Dr. Duling a commission as mem- 
ber of Board. I believe his initials are the same as his father's. Drls- 
kell is a good man, but a very timid one. The fiscal court had taken 
action by making an order that each magistrate should appoint a phy- 
sician to vaccinate the poor and take charge of any one of their oitizeos 
who sihould become afflicted with small-pox; that the state and the 
d — d railroad should be made to care for those negroes at Grand River. 
They seemed to feel like they were sorry they had a railroad in Chsi^ 
county. You know Just about how they talked about the matter. I 
succeeded in getting them to order everything I recommended. Had to 
threaten them with a state quarantine before they would vote. Tlie 
Judge and oounty attorney were all right. They will be very fortiuuito 



State Board of HeaUh, 1896-9. 137 

if taiey do not have lota of trouble at Qrand Rivers. I got back xMm 
momlxic:, completely worn out by the 25-mile round trip over those hills. 
I believe things are in good shape now, or in as good as could be ex- 
peeted nnder the circumstances. 

Yours respectfully, 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D., 
Inspector for the State Board of Health. 



Mccracken county. 

Paduc&h, Ky., April 19, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Arrived here 4:26 a. m. Met Dr. Rivers this a. m. at 
10 o'clock. Went with him over the ground and saw 16 eruptive cases, 
12 of which were in the eruptive hospital. Same trouble here that Dr. 
LfOng had three years ago. A misunderstanding between the mayor 
and the local Board of Health. Mayor riglit this time. After a con- 
ference with local Board met with Gity Council to-night, and, as a re- 
sult of my visit, things are in good shape. Do not fear any more trouble 
of the same nature, but am satisfied that they are into it here good and 
strong. SmaJl-pox in two places across the river in Illinois. 

It lis needless to tire you with a detailed account of the troubles 
they had here, for they are of the same nature of a number of others 
with which you are very familiar. I leave for home at 1 :25 a. m. Will 
go over the ground in detail when I see you. 

Yours, 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D.. 
Insi>ector for the State Board of Health. 



MADISON COUNTY. 

Richmond, Ky., April 6, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your letter Ju&t to hand. We raised the quarantine 
on B and Irvine streets two days after you were here, as soon as we got 
all the sick and suspects out to the camp. The case I found Saturday 
on First street was taken out at once. The boy I found in bed with her 
got away from the police and left for Chicago same night. The house 
"WSfl locked immediately after removing patient, and opened to-day for 
fmnigation for the first time since. So no quarantine was laid. I am 
watching the city. Do hou-se-to-hoaise inspection each day. Waiting 
for developments in the county. We have another trial set for to-mor- 
row, 9 a. m. If it don't go right will have it put off until Monday, so 
that you may get here. I would be pleased to have you come up. No- 
body on earUi I would rather see than you on 'most any occasion, espe- 
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dally in tlnw of trouble. Tell Arthur he would emjoy b^ng here after 
our unpleasant experience at MidcUesboro. 

Come up Monday. Ajrange to get here by 9 a. m. 

No new cases since Saturday. I give the C.-J. the report each dar. 
BO you get it there correct. 

Yours truly, 



LoufsvUle, Ky., May lat, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
w«rk done as a speolal inspector for the State Board in Its efforts to 
suppress an epidemic of araall-pox in Richmond and Madison county: 

Smail-pox was declared epidemic la Richmond by the local Board 
o( Health March 17th. In answer to a telegram from you, dated March 
18th, I went to Richmond and ti>ok charge of the epidemic (or the State 
Boajtl. I comferred at once with Drs. A. W. Smith and J. T. Po}Tita, 
the representatives of the city and county Board of Health. In com- 
pany with tdiese gentlemen the following day we made an inspection of 
the Infected portions of the city and succeeded In locating eleven cases 
Of well-defined small-pox. 

I learned that the origin of the disease In Ricihmond was due to the 
presence of one Boyd Simpson, a mulatto, who arrived In Richmond 
from Knoxvllte, Tenn., on January 29th. Ten days later he developed 
amall-pox In a dlacrete Eorra, Fifteen days later five negroes broke out 
with small-pox In the house where this negro ha<l boarded. This house 
served as a focus for the contagion. After surveying the field and get- 
ting the atatuis of matters well in hand, I called a meeting of the local 
boarts, together with tbe city council and county coui-t, and suggeated 
that an eruptive hoapital be built for the detention of eruptive cases, 
and also one for the actual exposures. Work was begun at once on 
theae bulldlngB, but had to he discontlnited tor two or three days on 
account of the obJeeUon raised by a neighbor farmer, who set fire to 
the lumber provided for the erection of these buildingB. After this mis- 
fortune the buildingB were erected, furniabed. and the patients and 
Buspectg moved in on the 23d day of March. They were placed in charge 
Of Dr. Moss Gibson. 

A compulsory vaccination proclamation from the State Board of 
Health was posted, and toge:her with five competent local physicians 
a most thorough vaccination was done. The reports show that within 
a month eight thousand persons In the city of Richmond and Madison 
county were vaccinated. 

We did each day a house-to-house Inspection, looking out tor erup- 
tive cases, actual exposur««. and for arms that were not sore. We ac- 
cepted no certifloatea of vacclnatioti, but where old. Imperfect scars wera 
found we vaccinated, as we also did in those caaas where an Imperfect 
attempt had been made at vaccination. 

This work of vaccination and i-e vaccination was largely done by 
Drs. Kennedy. Walker, Guinn (of color), and who rendered valuaWB 
services. A local health office was established, where all intormatton 
pertaining to the outbreak was furnished daily. 

These Inflpeotora were assigned to a certain territory, varying la 
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the extent from four to six blocks, according: to population, and were 
iiMEitracted to make a house- to> house oanvaas, entering in a note book 
tbe address of each house visited and th)e names of all inmates of the 
house visited and date of last vaccination of each Individual, whether 
or not vaccination was successful, and to vaccinate all persons who had 
mot been successfully vaccinated. 

Each one and every house was visi»bed, especially the negro quar- 
ters where small-pox was most prevalent, and a thorough search of the 
premises was made for cases that were being concealed. These inspect- 
ors were especially directed to be at all times courteous in the presence 
of all classes, and to explain to all those who objected, the necessitiy of 
the measure, and to report to me dally for prosecution by the local au- 
thorities tbe names of those who refused to be vaccinated or to permit 
an examinaition of their vaccination marks. 

From the nature of their work the inspectors necessarily came into 
contact with people of all classes, reasonable and unreasonable, crank 
and aage, and to their credit it can be said that only a few complained 
of discourteous treatment and refused to comply readily with the de- 
mands made by these gentlemen. 

Whenever a suspected case was reported, either by the inspectors 
or by the laity, I went at once to confirm diagnosis. If the case reportied 
proved to be, after thoroug-h examination, eruptive, or had reasonable 
grounds for believing it to be an actual exposure, I ordered the person 
to be sent at once to the eruptive hospital. 

All bedding and woolen clothing, together with carpets, were or- 
dered burned, and the walls of the infected houses were ordered washed 
down with a bi-chloride, one to five hundred. This work was done by a 
corps of men who in former years had the disease. As nearly all the 
infected housies were negro cabins, which are very poorly constructed, 
with cracks and openings on all sides, it was with difliculty that fumi- 
gation was carried on by the sulphur process. 

As the principal method of spreading the disease was through reli- 
gious negroes, who constantly attended a meeting of some kind each 
nJ^ht, all gatherings of the colored population was strictly prohibited. 
Their schools were ordered closed and a rigid quarantine was asked 
for and effectually enforced against these people. 

In attending to the cases enumerated it became my duty to go into 
the county at four remote points and bring four eruptive case© into the 
hospital. Two of these four cases brought in from the county con- 
traoted the disease on a county court day following soon after the ap- 
pearance of the disease in the second house in Richmond. The other 
two cases were negroes who contracted the disease the Saturday night 
preceding county court day. In the colored opera-house, where Uncle 
Tom's Cabin occupied the boards. Why more did not contract the dis- 
ease on these two days above mentioned Is not in my province to ex- 
plain. 

All actual exposures to these eruptive cases taken from the county 
were hunted out and vaccinated In three places, care being taken with 
the houses, bedding and clothing. It is with pleasure that I report that 
not a secondary case developed In these four infected houses in the 
county. 

I do not care to tire you with long-drawn -O'Ut columns of figures, 
but will state, the people of Richmond and Madison county are to be 
congratulated on having so ably rid themselves of this scourge within 
ninety days after the first case was located. 

To summarize briefly, there were in all 53 eruptive cases, classified 
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flis follows: One (1) maligiiant, sevemteen (17) wedl-marked, and thirty- 
five (35) diacrete. I eliall not attempt in this fiununary to give any rea^ 
Bon-s for 80 low a mortality. In searching statisticB I find no where so 
low a mortality. It is a noteworthy fact that the visitation to our state 
this year has been characterized by a veo-y low death rajte. This wajs 
true at Middlesboox), and also ast Jellico. 

I will conclude by stating that if all counties in the state, when vis- 
ited by an epidemic of this nature, would profit by the experiemce of the 
officials, together with the people of Riclhmond and Madison county, 
insure prompt action and hearty co-opera/tion wiitih tihe repneeentaitlveB 
of the State Board, that thousands of dollars could be saved, as well as 
numbers of valuable lives. 

Again making mention of the valuable aid rendered by Drs. Poynitz 
and Smith, together with Judge Sullivan and Mayor Smith, I respect- 
fully submit to you this as my official report. 

Yours very truly, 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D., 
Inspector for the State Board of Health. 



Richmond, Ky., Aug. 18, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: As requested, I have the honor to report that the first 

cases of small-pox occurred in this city on the day of Fe<bruary, 

1898. The contagion was from a negro who escaped from quarantine 
at Knoxville, Tenn., coming directly to this city, and stopping with a 
negro woman and her sister in a small house near the colored Methodist 
church, where the first oases were contracted. Both of the women had 
the disease; a negro man and woman who visited the strange negro took 
the disease. The man was seen on the streets, particularly at night, 
after he had broken out. The woman died before she could be removed 
to the pesthouse. These two cases I -saw and confirmed the diagnosis. 
They were seen suibsequently by Dr. Smock and yourself. The disease 
spread rapidly and the alarm was very great. We hurriedly oonstnicted 
hospitals half mile from the city, building plank houses with good 
fioors, flues, etc., putting in stoves; nailed strong i>aper on the walls, 
which made the rooms as comfortable as any of the homes formerly 
occupied by the patients. The greatest number of cases contracted the 
disease in the house occupied by the negro man who had been seen on 
the street. It was a house of ill-fame. The negro woman who kept 
it also set up court day dinners. Some parties, both white and black, 
had visited this place on court day in March. They went home and 
broke out and were afterward located and brought to the hospital. 

Dr. M. W. Gibson was selected as medical superintendent, and no 
better or more efficient medical man could have been chosen. 

The number of cases treated in hospital was 53, including whiites 
and negroes. 

The cost to the county and dty, all told, was $4,200.00. The esti- 
mated loss in business amounted to $10,000. 

Respectfiully submitted, 

J. M. POYNTZ, 
President Board of Health Madison County. 
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MARION COUNTY. 

Lebanon, Ky., Aug. 8th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Referring to yours of 1st inst. regarding the small- 
pox outbreak at Lebanon, I would say that there has been a total of 
thirteen cases at Lebanon, all confined to two houses. 

The first five cases occurred among the white servant girls at the 
NorrdB Ho^lse. These cases were isolated in a large room adjacent to the 
Norris House, conducted through to convaJescence, removed, and the 
room cleaned up and fumigated, without the Board of Health or the 
public knowing anything about them. 

The next case, also a servant girl at the Norris House, developed 
small-pox about ten days after the first five cases had been removed. This 
case was isolated in the same room and kept there until she recovered. 
Soon after this case developed, the alttending physician reported it and 
the facts In reference to the other subsequent cases to the Board of 
Health.' The Board, after mature consideration, concluded that as this 
case was a very mild one, was completely isolated and every precaution 
had been taken to protect the public againat any further extenision^ltwas 
best that it should not be removed. Several days after this case devel- 
oped at the Norris House, a young boy who had been employed about 
the hotel, and who lived on the outskirts of town, developed an eruption, 
but as he was not very sick a physician was not called to see him. 
After he had been in the eruptive stage one week a physician by chance 
saw him and reported it to the Board of Health. The family to which 
the boy belonged was composed of eight children, a father and mother. 
None of them except the father had been vaccinated. During the week 
before this case was known to be smaJl-pox, ten or twelve persons vis- 
ited this house, and they were scattered all over the county. These 
visitors were hunted up, vaccinated and told to remain at home for two 

The whole family having been exposed for over a week, it was 
thought unnecessary to separate the family; so they were isolated and 
vaccinated. 

In this family seven cases developed, all of mild character, and all 
recovered. None of the visitors contracted the disease. 

Ten days or two weeks before the first case at the Norris House de- 
veloped, one of the servant girls there slept in a bed at the Brlcken 
House which had been occupied by a young lady recently returned from 
Lexingrton. Soon after returning from Lexington this young lady had 
whait was supposed to be chicken-pox. She was not attended by a phy- 
sician. 

With the exception of one of the five oases at the Norris House, 
whicih was confluent, all the cases were mild. There was no death. In 
dealing with the outbreak we had the thorough co-operation of the town 
and county authorities. 

I am unable to state the cost to the county, but it will i)ossibly not 
exceed (1200.00) two hundred dollars. 

The loss to business would have been very small had it not been 
that some of our neighboring towns, notably Springfield, spread exag- 
gerated reports to gain a commercial advantage. 

Yours truly, 

R. C. McCHORD, 
Health Ofllcer for Marion County. 
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MASON COUNTY. 

Maysville, Ky., October 4th, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed letter from Dr. Savage explains Itself. 
Germantown, the doctor's home, is a little town on the line between 
this (Mason) and Bracken counties, and his home is on the Bracken side 
of the line. 

If you have not made any other arrangements, and desire It, I will 
go down and take the steps for, or rather advise with the authorities 
and the Board of Health, if they have one, as to what should be done 
for the suppression of the diisease. Since I wrote you I have had several 
cases of small-pox in the Germantown neighborhood. These cases were 
taken to and treated at our pesthouse. All reoovered. I am afradd 
the disease may get over the line into our county, and I have a selfla(h 
interest to prevent it if possible. I owe you an apology that I did not 
report my oases to you for publication In your report to the governor. 
I have been sdck all summer, and when the da^'s labor was over I have 
felt very little like writing. 

I treated six cases of the disease (all negroes) in April, May and 
June, from the Washington neighborhood (four miles from here). Had 
several hundred vaccinations made, and quarantined all suspected per- 
sons. The disease was limited to the above-mentioned cases in a com- 
munity with a large and helpless negro population. 

In August the disease was discovered In a negro family in the Pern 
Leaf neighborhood, which is near Germantown. 

The family, ten (10) in number, were taken to the pesthouse. Two 
of the family had small-pox. Two weeks later a negro woman in the 
same neighborhood, and living with a prominent farmer, was reported 
to have the disease. I visited the woman with Dr. B. C. Dimmett, of 
Germantown, found a typical case of small-pox, and had her taken at 
once to the pesthouse. sent these people home cured September 2d. 
The patients all recovered. 

Such, my dear doctor, in brief, is a history of the outbreak of small- 
pox in our county In the year 1899. 

The fiscal court this day allowed me the magnificent sum of eighty 
dollars for my services. I am making no complaint, and hope to re- 
ceive a fair compensation at their next meeting. 

The eighty dollars were allowed me for my services in looking after 
and Investigating these cases before sending them to pesthouse, whei« 
I was expected to treat them as infirmary physician without additional 
compensation above my annual salary. 

I judge from the letter of Dr. Savage, who, by the way, is a most 
Intelligent and worthy man, that there is considerable anxiety with his 
people as to small-pox, and I am very much afraid that it will get into 
our county unless prompt measures are taken for its suppression. If 
you wish me to go to Bracken county, probaibly you had better wire me 
and I will go at once. I think I would know how to help these good 
people out of their trouble. With best wishes. 

Yours respectfully, 

JAMES SHACKLEFORD, M. D.. 

County Health Officer. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky., 3-21-'98. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I enclose you some ordinances passed by our council, 
also an order made by me as health officer, under your advice and by 
order of county judge and local Board of Health. I hope they will 
meet with your approval. Has the governor vetoed our medical law? 
It is 80 reported here. 

Yours truly, 

W. R. THOMPSON, M. D., 

County Health Offl6er. 



NOTICE OF VACCINATION. 

By the authority vested in, me as health officer of Montgomery 
county, Ky., and acting with orders from State and County Boards of 
Health, in order to prevent the outbreak and spread of small-pox, which 
is now raging in Mlddlesboro, Pineville, Jellioo, Richmond and other 
points in EJastem Kentucky, and which is spreadimg with alarming 
rapidity in the direction of this county, It is now hereby ordered that 
all persons in this county be vaccinated immediately. The laws of 
Kentucky provide that all persons who fail or refuse to comply with the 
requirements of the Board of Health, shall be subject to a fine of from 
|10 to $100 for such neglect. Each citizen is therefore directed to at 
once comply with the foregoing order. 

W. R. THOMPSON, 
Health Officer for Montgomery County. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky., March 19, 1898. 



ORDINANCE. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Board of Council of Mt. Ster- 
ling, Ky. 

That all persons who shall come into said city from the counties 
of Whitley, Dell or Madison, or from any other portions of this state 
or country, that is infected with small-pox, without having first pro- 
cured from the health officer of the coimty and state from which he 
oomes a certifleate of health, shall be fined not less than five nor more 
than twenty dollars. 

Any railroad company or common carrier who shall bring into the 
city limits of said city any person from the counties of Whitley, Bell, 
Iffadison, or any district in this state or country infected with small- 
pox, when such person shall not have in his possession a certificate of 
health as aforesaid, shall be fined on conviction not less than five nor 
more than twenty dollars for each offense. 

This ordinance shall take effect from and after its passage and pub- 
lication, as required by law. 

GEO. W. BAIRD, Mayor. 

THOS. D. JONES, City Clerk. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky., March 19, 1898. 
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ORDINANCE. 

Be It Ordainied by the Mayor and Board of Council of Mt. Ster- 
ling, Ky.: 

That all persons residing or living in the oity of Mt. Steirling, Ken- 
tucky, are required to be vaccinated, except those who have hod small- 
pox. All persons 21 years of age or over sdiall procure thedr own vac- 
cination. Any on© unablie to pay for vaccination can procure it by ap- 
plying to Drs. C. B. Dueraon or W. R. Thompson. 

That all parents, guardians or other persons having the care, cus- 
tody or control of any child or children, or who may liave in thedr em- 
ploy any minor or minors, shaH have same vacdnated. 

That the city physician be instructed to procure for the city a cruffl- 
cient number of good and reliable vaccine points to vax^cinate the pau- 
per element of the city. 

That each of the parents, guardians and persons mentioned in this 
ordinance for every failure or refuaal to comply with the requirements 
hereby imposed ui>on them shall be fined not leas than two nor more 
than twenty dollars for each failure or refusal. 

This ordinance shall take eftect from and after its passage and pub- 
lication as required by law, and all laws or parts of same in coniflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

March 19, 1898. 

GEO. W. BAIRD, Mayor. 
THOS. D. JONES, City Clerk. 



Mt. Sterling, Ky., July 11, '99. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Doctor: I have to report that the small-pox has been stamped 
out in Levee precinct of this county. Dr. Duerson has recovered from 
his attack of varioloid, and everything destroyed that was used in the 
camp that could possibly carry the disease. This was done on July the 
3d. I have further to report that another case made its appearance Icu^ 
Saturday in another part of the county. Can get no history of exposure 
to the cases we had, and am at a loss to know wliere it came from. It 
is genuine small-pox beyond a doubt. We ihave establi^ed a peethouae 
in the house occupied by the patient, and a camp of detention near by, 
where we have all the "suspects" quarantined. We were congratulat- 
ing ourselves on getting off so well with the other outbreak, and thought 
all was over when this one appeared. The county Board is standing by 
us now better than ever, as this case is in tJie midst of the beat section 
of our county— the Cumings precinct. The cost of first outbreak will 
be in neighborhood of $1,500.00. Will render itemized report when all 
is over. Regards to Dr. Mc, Jr. 

Yours fraternally, 

W. R. THOMPSON, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 
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MUHLENBERG COUNTY. 

Central City, Ky., April 24th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I will state the amall-pox situation. The two colored 
girls, whose iraocination did not take good, had varioloid and are well. 
Herbert Myers, the last one to take the small-i>ox, is doing well; the 
scabs are formed and some coming off. The two cases of small-pox and 
two cases of varioloid have all been in one family of colored people at 
Bevier, Ky. I have not allowed ajiy one to leave the house and yard since 
April lat, when I first saw the first case, w^hich died nine days after he 
was broke out. The balance of the family, seven in all, have fine scars 
from the vaccination, and I have them to keep the house and yard, 
clothing and everything washed clean with hot water and soap, and 
use disinfectants. I do not believe any one else will take it from those 
cases after a reasonable time. I still keep the place well guarded. If 
-DO one else takes the small-pox, when do you consider it safe to let them 
free. I mean how many days after the last case is able to wash and 
bathe all over after getting up? 

I am glad the fool-killer will not be around for a few months, as I 
think he woiild reap a fine harvest in our part of Muhlenberg county. 
I guess human nature i« nearly the same everywhere, but I think we can 
funifi£^ the largest crop of any vicinity on earth. Please advise me 
how long a time I shall keep them isolated after the last case gets up. 

Yours truly, 

M. P. CREEL, M. D., 
Health Oflicer Muhlenberg County. 



Fiscal Court for Muhlenberg county met at the court-house in 
Greenville, Ky., on Monday, April 3d, 1899. Present, T. J. Sparks, . 
Ju^dge, and the following justices of the peace appeared in court and 
took their seats, viz.: J. R. Randolph, J. S. Eades, C. W. Cisney, Jr., 
T. M. Ingram, and J. Wallace Gates; G. B. Williams and S. O. Sears be- 
ing a(bsent. 

On motion of J. Wallace Gates, it is hereby ordered that the local 
Board of Health of this county, be and is hereby authorized to draw 
apom the sheriff of Muhlenberg county for an amount not otherwise 
aippiropriated, sufficient to stamp out small-pox at Bevier, or at any other 
points in said county where said disease may break out, and that said 
Board shall use all economy in said expenses, and render an itemized 
accoont of said expenises to the fiscal court of said county at its next 
regular October, 1899, term. 

The vote for the adoption of said order stood: Ayes, unanimous. 

Minutes were read and approved, and it is ordered that court do 
now adjourn. 

T. J. SPARKS, J. M. C. C. 



Central City, Ky., Aug. 1, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

(Jentlemen: While I submit this report as a true and correct state- 
ment of the facts, I would state that the Board — and more especially 

10 
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myself— have sufPered mucli fram maiioiaus and mendacious cliaracters 
of both sexes* Some of my friends have noMy met the fulmlnations 
of these desiigning and maligning persons, which I do most highly ap- 
preciate. I came to the conclusion that the good old psalmist spoke the 
truth when he said : "All men are liars," and they go "lying from their 
mother's womb." Men who were considered men of veracity took the 
lead in misrepresienjtation and foul mendacity. Your reporter went 
through this fiery ordeal without stopping to answer or explain, and it 
is with a dear conscience, before God and man, I submit this report. 

There was one vociferous howl aJl over the adjacent country: 
"Creel and the other doctors are deceiving the people in order to fill 
their greedy pockets." "It is nothing but dhicken-pox or some sort of 
ttoh." While these things were freely circulated, still not one would go 
near Bevler; were afraid even to stand guard. I learned to value the 
old saw: "Bold in counsel, cowardly in war." And the cowards in this 
case are legion. Ru(f. Myers (col.) came from Paducah, Ky., March 
'18th, 1899, to Bevler, Ky., and on the 22d of March (inst) he was taken 
with headache, bcickaohe and sorethroat, and was quite sick until 
March 29th, when he began to break out; and I was called to see him 
on the morning of April 1st. I found him very sick, with a well-devel- 
oped case of small-pox. 

I reported the case to the county judge, T. J. Sparks, and he re- 
ported to Dr. A. Lewis, one of the Board of Health, and they wired me to 
come to Greenville, Ky., on the evening of April 1, 1899. The counity 
judge notified all the magistrates to meet at the courthouse on Monday, 
April 3, 1899, to take measures to assist the County Board of Health In 
stajmpinig out the small-pox at Bevler, Ky. All the magistrates met 
with the county judge on Monday, April 3, 1899, and passed the eair 
dorsed order for money, that the County Board of Health might have 
the necessary funds to exterminate the disease. The funds were used 
as enclosed bills, for guards, medicines, provisions, funeral expenses, 
physicians' services, etc. Ruf. Myers had been a brakeman on the nii- 
nois Central railroad, and had slept with a colored brakeman at Padu- 
cah, and when the negro broke out he came home to his fiather, Peter 
Myers, at Bevier, Ky., and did not report that he had been exposed until 
after small-pox had developed. On April 2d, the people at Devier con- 
cluded that Myers might not have small -pox, and they telegraphed for 
Dr. Hendricks, of Central City, Ky., who had had small-pox several 
years ago, and had treated several cases of the disease. He visited Ruf. 
Myers and pronounced it a genuine case of small-pox. This was do<ne 
before I knew that he — Dr. Hendricks — ^had been sent for. I vaocine/ted 
all the Myers family and revaccinated. There were no cases of small- 
I)Ox among those on whom the vaccine had the proper effect; but in 
cases where the vaccine failed, they had the disease. Peter Myers and 
two girls had small-pox in a light form, their arms having been but UttLe 
sore. The vaccine did not take on the boy, Herbert Myers, and he was 
very sick of the disease and came near dying. Ruf. Myers, the first 
case, died, 2d April at 6 p. m. Dr. Hendricks took supper with Perry 
Hill, an old friend, whom he had not seen since his return from Texas, 
and he shook hands with each one, and about three weeks afterward 
Mrs. Hill was taken with amall-pox, and then her husband. Perry Hill, 
and their Fon Sutton. They all had a light form of the disease, but w^ere 
well pitted on their bodies. Miss Malissa T^wis, who lived in the next 
house, thirty feet distant, visited them and was in the house every day, 
and had small-pox in a confluent form, and at the worst stage some one 
set fire to Mr. Perry Hill's house at three different i)oInts at 1 o'clock in 
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the nisrM, and they barely escaped with their lives and did not save 
anything. Juat at that time a heavy rain oame up, while they were 
moiving their sick to a stable. The rain saved Robt Lxmden's dwelling 
house, and Dayton L. Lewis' house, one on each side of Mr. Hill's house. 
Wm. Lewis helped to take MIsb Lewis to the stable, while she was wedl 
broken out, and in three weeks he was taken of small-i>ox. Robt. 
Louden had small-i>ox some years ago. I vaocinaited Robt. Louden's 
wife. It took well on her, and she did not have small-pox, although 
she had nursed Miss Lewis all the time. All escaped small-pox on 
whom the vaccine had the proper effect. 

Rufus Myers died AprU 2, 1899. There were ten cases of small-pox 
in all. 

Respectfully, 

M. P. CREEL, M. D., 

County Health Oflflcer. 



NELSQN COUNTY. 

Bardstown, Ky., May 8th, 1899. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Doctor: Mies Maggie Barnes was at the home of her brother, 
Charlie Barnes (at Lebanon Junction), whom you saw there with the 
eruptive disease now or recently prevailing there, and returned to her 
home at Mr. Dick Montgomery's, near Hunter's, and three miles from 
here, on the 15th ult. Three days afterward she was taken with fever, 
headache and backache and broke out on the third day. Dr. Pope saw 
her three or four days afterward and pronounced it a genuine case of 
small-pox. About a week after Dr. Pope saw the case Dr. Williams sawi 
her, and called it ohicken-pox, and in last Friday's issue of our town 
paper put in a card in regard to the case, a copy of which I herewith 
enclose. 

To the Public: 

On May the 1st Mr. Dick Montgomery, who lives near Hunter's, 
called me to examine Miss Maggie Barnes, whose Illness had been pro- 
noun'ced genuine small-pox. I found it a genuine chicken-pox in mild 
form. The neighbors and public generally may rest assured that there 
Is no danger. This notice is made at the request of the Montgomery 
family. 

T. D. WILLIAMS, M. D. 
Bardstown, May 5. 

Since then four others of the family have taken sack, with the usual 
pronounced symptoms, and Drs. Pope and Gore went to see them to-day 
and say it is undoubtedly small-pox, the three children being broken 
out, they having been recently vaccinated, and the mother, who was 
taken a day or two after the children, not having been vaccinated, is 
very sick, with fever, headache, backajche, vomiting, etc., though no 
enipition has yet appeared in her case, this being the third or fourth day 
of her sickness. 

On account of Williams' card there are a great many people here 
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who do not believe it Is smaU-pox, and we would be greatly obliged to 
you If you will come out imTnediately and decide the matter. 

You could go out to Hunter's on the morning train, and Dr. Pope 
will meet you there and take you to Mont^iomery's ajid back In good 
time loT the afternoon train, and can give you full particulars and his- 
tory of thp caae, etc, 

NotlCy Dr. J. L. Pope, Bardstown. at one? if it is so you can come, 
so he will know when to meet you. 

Yours truly. 



Bardstown, Ky., Aug. 5th, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowllug Green. Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your favor of the 1st lns«. asking for a brief history 
of the small-pox In this county received. 

Our first case was a colored man, who came here from the work- 
house in Louisville with varioloid about the middle of February last. 

This disease made its nest appearance in a white family on the 
Shepherdsville road, about three miles from town, about the last of 
April. The drat case there waa a young lady, who had been with her 
brother, whom you saw suffering with the disease at Lebanon Junction. 
Four other members of the fajnily took it from her. 

There was also a case of varioloid four miles west of town about the 
middle of May in the person of a young man who had been visiting in 
I^uisville. 

This makes a total of seven eases in the county. The usual pre- 
cautions of vaccinating and quarantining were taken in aJI the cases, 
and the disease did not spread. All the eases were In mild form, and 
there were no deaths. 

The case of varioloid here was in the ouisktrts, not near any of the 
streets leading directly in or out of town, and the people did not atop 
coming in, so there waa little or no interference with businesa here. 

Pi-obably five hundred dolLars would cover the whole cost of vae- 
oinaiting, quarantining, doctors' bills, eitc, on account of these cases. 
Yours truly, 
A, G, BLINCOE, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



NICHOLAS COITNTY, 

IxjuisvtUe, Ky., November 20th, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: In compliance with vour order bv wire of November 
14th, I left Louisville on the first train for Carlisle. Nicholas county, 
Ky. Arrived there on the evening of 'the 15th, Was met at train by 
Dr. Malcom Dilla, county referee. 

On the morning of the IBth, in pomi>any with Dr. G. W. Grimes, who 
had been appointed by the County Boai'd, health offleer lor NichdM 
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The cost to the county and city will not probably exceed $2,500 
all told. 

Respectfully, 

J. D. LANDRUM, M. D., 
Health Officer of Graves Co. 



Mayfield, Ky., Oct. ath, 1899. 
To State Board of Health: 

Belierins that the court of claJmB for Graves county has been 
t(K> parsimonious In paying Dr. J. D. Landrum, the very effidemt 
county physician, appointed by tbis Ckmnty Board of Health to attend 
th!e small-pox epidemic this summer at various points in this county, 
as -well as In Mayfield; and Dr. Landrum, in o(pen court, refusing to 
sei-^e us in like capacity under any future emergency; and we, the 
Sfrvcral members of the Graves County Board of Health, being unwilling 
to €Lo the work ourselves, with the prospect of an expensive suit against 
tik^ county for our services and expenses, should an ocoa'sion arise in the 
failure demanding our services; and knowing of no doctor here wbo 
wo«uld surrender, for the time and occasion, his practice for the attend- 
ant, risks and pay; and for many other reasons not necessary to men- 
tioxi at this time amd place , do hereby tender our resignations as mem- 
h&n of the Graves County Board of Health, to take effect on receipt of 
tills letter 

JOHN L. DISMUKES, M. D., 

B. A. STEVENS, M. D., 

J. D. PRYOR, M. D., 

S. J. MATHEWS, M. D., 

County Board Health. 



HARDIN COUNTY. 



Cecilia, Ky., Aug. 25th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

G^entlemen: The small-pox epidemic made its first appearance in 
Hardin county, at Cecilia, in February, 1899, in the person of a negro 
man by the name of Berry, who had been on a visit to Louisville, Ky. 
As healtli officer I called to see him three days after the eruiption made 
its appearance. I found him in a negro boarding-house and in a family 
oomsiistiiig of motiher, father and ten children. The place was a ren- 
dezvous tor all our colored population. None of the family of visitors, 
except tl» father, had been vaccinated. I immediately vaccinated all 
who had been exposed except three of the visitors, who got away too 
soon. All the vaccinations took well except the father, who had been 
yaodnated; all who were vaccinated or had been previously vaccinated 
escaped the -disease. The three who got away without vaccination 
oame back to me in from 12 to 14 days suffering froon the disease. 

Hardin county owns a large county farm, on which was an out- 
hofoae set apart to be used to care for contagious diseases. To this 
hovuse It "was my intention to move Berry, and any other cases which. 



96 Biennial Report of the Kentucky 

might occur. We have also perhaps the most extensive free telephoaie 
system in the world. Our telephone system reaches nearly every farm- 
house in the county, and in making my arrangements to have the house 
prepared for my patient, I suppose eome one was eavesdropping, and 
before I could reach the house it was burned to the ground. I then 
took Berry, together with the three subsequent cases, to a house on my 
own farm, where I cared for them until well. 

I have narrated the burning of the county eruptive hospital that 
I may tell you what your County Board for Hardin county did, and to 
give due credit to our worthy county court. Judge H. W. EkigliBli im- 
mediately convened the fiscal court, and by the advice of the County 
Board of Health an appropriation sufficient to build a nice and oon/ve- 
nient eruptive hospital on the county £arm was made, and in two weeks 
we were prepared to give to small-pox cases the best possible attention. 
Some of our best and most reBpeotable people went to this hospijtal, and 
were treated. The fifth case was in the person of a Mr. Bunnell, who 
contracted the disease, perhaps at Lebanon Junction, and was taken 
sick at a boarding-houise in Elizabethtown, and was attended by Dr. 
J. W. O'Conner, who promptly notified the health officers, and the caae 
was immediately removed to the eruptive hospital. All exposed per- 
sons were vaccinated and fiags of warning tacked up. No spread. 

Next outbreak was at Stithton, Ky., In the person of a young Mr. 
Barker, who rode out from Louisville on a wheel, and when seen by 
Dr. Allen, of Stithton, was told to go home immediately and stay there, 
for he had and was broken out with small-pox. Dr. Allen called me up 
by telephone, and together with Drs. N. S. Willis, Allen and Reaser, I 
went to see yoimg Barker at his father's house, and when I told the old 
man that his boy had small-pox, I was not very politely told by the old 
man that he had had small-pox himself, and knew a great deal more 
about it than I did, and he would not submit to vaccination. I sent off, 
however, and got vaccine virus to vaccinate two young sisters of the 
patient, and who had been exposed. The virus proved to be too old 
and inert. The young ladies refused to be re- vaccinated, and the con- 
sequence was the father and the two girls afterwards had the diseajse. 
The mother had been vaccinated. No further spread at Stithton. 

I ha^d not gotten home from Stithton before the old man called up 
a lawyer in Elizabethtown to know if he could not get damages from a 
doctor for saying his son had small-pox when it was a lie. 

The next was in the person of Mrs. Holland, manager of the County 
Telephone Exchange at Vine Grove, Ky. She had been on a visit in 
Louisville, and began breaking out on Sunday, and had quite an amount 
of company that day. Many persons came into her room to do telie- 
phoning. She was removed to the eruptive hospital, and all persons 
who had been exposed were successfully vaccinated. There was no 
spread. 

The next case was in the person of Miss Peak, on East Rudes 
Creek. She also had been visiting in Louisville, and the gentleman ait 
whose house she was stopping broke out with the disease. She come 
home and was attended by F. P. Strickler, M. D., who kept the case well 
isolated, and vaccinated father, mother and nine small children. No 
spread. 

I have been told that there has been a suspicious case or so in Har- 
din county, on the line with Grayson county, near Big Clifty. I vis- 
ited the locality, but could find no new cases in Hardin county. In 
this locality many have been exposed, and the outcome at this time can 
not be told. Please note: All the initial cases except Bunnell came 



StaJU Board of HeaUh, 1898-9. 97 

from Louisrille. He came from Lebanon Junction. In each case many 
otberB were exposed, and all who had been or were afterwards exposed 
and had not b^an successfully vaccinated tiook the disease, proving be- 
yond any dou>bt. In my mind, that the disease was small-pox. 

In each case I depended on nurses imimune only by vaccination. I 
would talce any one I could get and vaccinate them and put them in the 
room with the patient, where they would remain and nurse the case 
through. Here I wish to commend Mrs. Strange, at whose boarding- 
house Mr. Bunnell wais taken sick. Witlh a true woman's heart, she 
volunteered to go to the hospital to nurse her boarder, and, together with 
her only child, a boy of seven years, she remained with the unfortunate 
man, who had the hemorrhagic variety and died. This was the only 
deatb in the county. 

Tou see It has made Its appearance In all parts of the county and 
at six different times, and in no Instance was It allowed to spread from 
the poJbQt of the first infection. By means of our great system of free 
tetophones we would hear of any suspicious oases, and made it a point 
to follow all reports up and see for ourselves if it were small-pox. 

I can not say too much in commendation of my two associates, Drs. 
F. P. Strickler and S. N. Willis. They were always on the alert, and 
fearleas of the consequences to themselves, they did their duty. 

The cost outside of the building of the hospital (which all counties 
should have) will not exceed four hundred dollars. 

The greatest loss will be in time to those infected and those ostra- 
cised on account of being exposed. 

We flatter ourselves that if we have not managed these outbreaks 
in "the very best manner," we have at least merited the injunction, 
"Well done, good and faithful servants." 

Fraternally yours, 

C. Z. AUD, M. D., 
liealth Officer of Hardin Co., Ky. 
(Dlctaited.) 



HART COUNTY. 

Horse Cave, Ky., 8-29-'99. 

9tate Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to report to you the small-pox scare 
of the town of Horse Cave. On the morning of April the 10th one Mar- 
shall liOgsdon came into ouir town with a well-developed case of discrete 
small-pox, creating a stampede of our people. I endeavored to have him 
arrested, but he eluded the officer and went out into the country to Ms 
father's, about two miles north of our town. I followed him and had 
him qiiai«.n.tined at his father's, with two younger brothers and hds 
father. I thoroughly vaccinated the two brotiers and revaocinated the 
ftatber. The vaccination was all O. K. on both of the brothers, but failed 
on the, father. He contracted a mild case of varioloid. I quarantined 
three otjher families in the same neighborhood and had all vaccinated. 
Kept them In until all danger was over. Our town trustees were called 
together at once and had every exposed person vaccinated and arrange- 
xneDts to care for any case that should show up. There was considerable 
kicking and cussing, I receiving my full to overflowing part of it. The 
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man who brought the disease to this place came from Lebanon Jun 
tion. It seems strange thiat a health officer in attempting to prote^^^ 
the people should be so abused by people wfho should know better, bt-^ 
the fool-killer hasn't come yet. The cost to the county will be onl ^ 
about $125.00; the loss to traffic but little. 

I wi'sh to return my thanks to our town trustees and police Judg-^ 
for their prompt co-operation, and also to Rev. Joseph Chandler, of th^^ 
M. E. church. South, and Rev. Voyles, of the Baptist church of thii 
place, for their assistance in quieting our people; and also to Judge Mc- 
Candless, of Hart county court, and also to Mr. Cap Carden, our efficienfl 
county attorney, for their prompt assistance and advice. 

Respectfully, 

T. H. GARVIN, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



HENRY COUNTY. 



Bethlehem, Ky., May 29th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have a case of small-pox, and in reporting same 
to the health dei)artmenit, I want information as regards the exposed 
parties. There have been possibly ten (10) persons, besides myself and 
the physicians that I have had called to confirm my diagnosis, other 
than the family. I am holding a strict quarantine upon the household 
and patient. 

The neighborhood is much concerned and considerable consterna- 
tion. I have and am continually advising all parties who have been ex- 
posed to keep close in their homes and allow no one to come where they 
are, as the period of incubation is about out, and that they are very 
liable to take same variola, while on visits, etc., as many of them are 
prone to do. I have hoisted the "yellow flag"and am doing everything^ 
and taking every precaution known to us to circumscribe and stop the 
dissemination of the malady. 

Is there any law by which we can compel parties to stay in quaran- 
tine? If you think proper send a health officer here, as I am having con- 
siderable trouble to properly impress certain parties of the necessity of 
strictly obeying instructions. 

Please let me hear from you by return mail. 

Yours fraternally, 

C. L. CRAWFORD, M. D. 



Bethlehem, Ky., June 5th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I wrote you yesterday that I had one more case of 
small-pox, and to-day another member of the exposed persons is sick, 
though suffering with none of the premonitory symptoms of small-pox. 

Doctor, I have a large practice here, as you can ascertain, and have 
been compelled to give it up entirely, and though I have now been super- 
intending the pesthouse (as I was the physician in charge) without a 
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^wTitten appointment from the local board or county judge, I have, 
though, an order from our justice of the peace to attend them dating 
from May 20th ult. Now, you are too well acquainted with just what I 
am now having to contend with not to know that I am not at all pleas- 
antly situated. Have been forced to give up a handsome practice of 
from $200.00 to $300.00 per month, as my books will show, to fight an 
army of small-pox invaders without knowing anything about what I am 
going to receive as compensation. I heartily believe under the circum- 
stances that $250 or $300.00 per month is little enough to compensate a 
physician for practice in a small-pox hospital. Or will my bill when 
presented upon the order of the jujstice have to be allowed? 

The county judge has refused to make the appointment, and now 
I am in the third week of the epidemic. The president of the local 
board, Dr. Jameson, told me to go ahead and present my bill to the court 
of claims. I have called Dr. Jameson's attention to the matter. Will 
you kindly advise me. I have the statutes of Kentucky, and in Sec. 
2049 it seems that the State Board can fix the compensation. Will 
promptly advise you if any new cases develop. 

Yours fraternally, 

C. L. CRAWFORD, M. D. 



State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Report of small-pox oases occurring in Henry 

county during May, June, July and August: At Bethlehem, six cases; 

at North Pleasure ville, one; at Eminence, one. | 

No. 1. Mrs. Nettie C, married, pregnant, aged 23. Developed May 

17; sick seven weeks; did not miscarry; never vaccinated. 

No. 2. David C, Jr., aged 23, husband of No. 1; developed May 21; 
sick 22 days; recovered; never vaccinated until after exposure. 

No. 3. Mrs. Amanda C, aged 58; developed June 28; sick five weeks; 
recovered; vaccinated in childhood and again after exposure. 

No. 4. Dr. P. H. C, aged 28; developed June 15; sick four weeks; 
reoQivered; never vaccinated until after exposure. 

No. 5. Newt. M., colored, aged 28; developed July 12; sick three 
weeks; recovered; never vaccinated. 

Varioloid occurring in the above epidemic, three cases. All con- 
tracted the disease from exposure to the small-pox cases at Bethlehem. 
One laged 50, one 62, and one 28. All vaccinated- in childhood. 

No. 1 contracted the disease from a relative who visited a family 
in Oarroll'ton, where there had been small-pox. No. 5, the colored man, 
contracted Ms ditsease in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Expense Account. 

Cost of epidemic to the county, for physician, nurse, cooks, guard 
and property destroyed, $1,800. Cost by loss of business, $1,000. 

Both county officials and people, as soon as they fully appreciated 
the fact tiiat separation of the sick and exposed and guarding them 
was lawful and best, and realized the power of the law, became 
flotiafied and yielded all assistance required. 
Bminenoe, Ky., Sept. 4, *99. 

W. A. JEMISON, M. D., 
Chairman B. of H. Henry Co. 
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HENDERSON COUNTY. 

Henileraon, Ky.. Oct. 30, 1899. 
State Board or Health, Bowling Green. Ky. 

Gentlemen: During the year of 1898 the c-dunty of Henderson was 
fre« from amall-pox, and not imUl the montib of Msrch did It make its 
appearance In 1899. when on ilie 24th one John Freela. a readent tmmp. 
was found wilh a fully develoiwd caae. Preela had been sleeping in 
box cars and other places trequentfid by 'Iramps, and lie claimed to he/ve 
speni one night with a membej ol hla fraterniity from Illinois. sbarinE 
the same "sleeper." Thia brother. from the state of Illinois had what 
he thought to be "Cuban itch." Before the arrest and Isolation of 
Freels, many were exposed, for he had gone from house to house and 
played with the children of those who were so unfortunate as to have 
formed his acqualn'tajice and tolerated his presence. In one house vis- 
ited by him there were three children, father, mother and grandfather; 
all developed the disease excepting the father, who had been success- 
fully vacoinated before exposure. The grandfather— a man of seventy- 
four years — died. Hi« caae was of the confluent type. 

In another home there were four children, with parents. All devel- 
oped small-pox exoeptinK the father, he being successfully vaccinated 
Immediately after exposure. And still another family, oonatatlng of 
mother, father and nJne children, were exposed. Here Freels spent the 
night, sleeping on floor In room with children. Eight of these children 
were stricken with the disease, and the father also, who suffered from 
a severe attack. 

Although many were exposed, and our county ofBelals appealed to, 
not until the aecond crop developed did they make an effort to care Cor 
the afflicted or protect those not exposed. During this time the BoaM 
of Health had caused hundreds to be vaccinated and placed guards over 
the housefl of these sick, but the Board of Health was con^derably 
handicapped, tor the county otUclala wei« just realizing that an erup- 
tive hospital was nooeaaary, and that tlhey would be compelled to take 
oare of their unfortunate ooaiatituents, and two weeks later a hospital 
was placed at the dlBposaJ of the Board of Health: and well may it be 
said to the credit of this Board, that the epidemic In Henderson and 
vicinity was brought to a rapid en<llng; for never did a body of men work 
under more serious difficulties than did this. The second point of In- 
fection was at McDonald's Landing, twelve miles below the city of Hen- 
derson, where Jerry McDonald, poatmaBter, developed the disease. Mr. 
McDonald had been In Evaneville two weeks from the onset of his 
trouble, and had, no doubt, contracted the cliiseaae there. Vaccination 
was praotice<l on those exposed, and only three cases developed from 
said exposure. Laiter, and during the month of June, small-pox made 
Its appearance on Diamond Islajid. Here two neg7\>ea were attacked. 
About twelve days previous to the outbreak a negro from Newburg. Ind., 
had atopped and was given worh on the island. He was sick and had 
what was thought to be chicken-pox; being unable to work, this negro 
started for West Franklin, on the Indiana side, and waa drowned in a 
alough. There were thlrty-eig'ht other negroes on the Inland, all of 
whom wei* vaccinated and quarantined on said island. Only one caise 
developed after vacoinalion had been practiced, and this in a man 
whose vaccination was unsuccesBful. I might add that all the n^roea 
sleeping in the same house with the first case had been vaccinated with 
the exoepilon of two, and these two were the one* subsequently to de- 
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velop the disecuM; and that during the entire epidemic in Henderson 
county — about forty cases in all — not one case occurred in an individual 
who had been successfully vaccinated before exposure. 

There aj^e now several cases in the lower part of the county, tra^oe- 
able direct from Union county. 

Respectfully, 

J. C. MOSBLY, M. D., 
Inspecting Officer for the CJounty Board of Health. 
Nov. 6th, '99. 



HICKMAN COUNTY. 

Clinton, Ky., Aug. 10, 1899. 
dtate Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your letter of inquiry just received. I will give you 
the history of the snuall-pox oases we had here as I know it. On April 
13th Mrs. Dick Jackson (colored) called ait my son's. Dr. G. F. Beeler, 
office, requesting him to prescribe for her husband (Dick Jackson) for 
maUurial fever. He gave her the prescription to have filled for the fever, 
and the necessary directions. On April 15th Dr. G. F. Beeler was called 
to see Dick Jackson (colored). After visiting the patient he returned 
to my house and informed me that Dick Jackson had small-pox. I sent 
for the city mayor, and after talking the case over with him, he called a 
meeting of the city council. The counicil passed an ordinance quaran- 
tining the residence of Dick Jackson and adjoining houses. We hired 
nurses for the patient and men to guard the houses to see that no one 
came out or went in. 

I called up the other two mem'bers of the County Board of Health, 
Drs. Jackson and Scarborough, over the telephone on the evening of 
the 15th, but It being late I did not get to talk to them. The next morn- 
ing, Sunday (16th), I talked with Drs. Jackson and Scarborough, and 
they informed me that they could not meet me on that day, but for me 
to go ahead and do everything I thought best and they would endorse 
same. 

On April 16th I was called to see the Thomas family (colored). Dr. 
G. F. Beeler visited the family and reported that Mrs. Thomas and her 
two children had varioloid. This being near Dick Jackson's house, we 
also had it quarantined. 

On April 17th we had a meeting of the County Board of Health. 
The Board decided It would be best not to move the patient, as we had 
no pesthouse. These cases had small-pox several days before a doctor 
wcus called. They were in the edge of town, where there were few resi- 
dences, no business houses and no passing. We could not get a better 
place for a pesthouse. We kept them confined to the house and places 
guarded by men hired by the county. These cases had people visMng 
tihem up to the time it was pronounced small-pox. All of these people 
th»t had visited them we had quarantined. We had notices printed 
and distributed calling on the citizens of Clinton to clean up and put 
their preimises In good sanitary condition; also prohibiting people from 
oongregating. We had schools adjourned and had no services at the 
churches. 

We notified all people to be vaccinated that had not successfully 
been vaccinated. We appointed Dr. G. F. Beeler to look after the small- 
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pox cases, and directed him to call at all colored people's houses and 
vaccinate all that were not successfully vaccinated. On April 2fttli Dr. 
G. F. Beeler was called to see Nettie Swain (colored), who lived near, 
and had visited the Thomas family. We had this family quarantined 
at the time of quarantining the Thomas family. On the same day Dr. 
G. F. Beeler wajs called to see Arthur Hanaborough's baby, Wihose 
mother was a sister of Dick Jackson, and had nursed Dick Jackson dur- 
ing the first part of his sickness, and the baby being present all the 
time. This case was also quarantined at the time we quarantined Dick 
Jackson's residence. 

All of these cases did nicely and were soon well. The history of 
these cases was that a colored man from Jackson, Tenn., came here and 
engaged board froon Dick Jackson. A short time after he came here 
he had varioloid. He had no treatment, worked all the time, and told 
Dick Jackson's family that he had chicken-pox. This fellow disap- 
peared from town at the time Dick Jackson's case was pronounced small- 
pox. On May &th Dr. W. W. Richmond wais called to see Miss Splcer, 
the daughter of the county jailer, and found her suffering from varioloid. 
I called to see Miss Spioer with Dr. Richmond, and on inquiry I leamied 
that Miss Spicer had called at the house of Dick Jackson (colored) hunt- 
ing a cook. At the time she called, Dick Jackson was in adjoining 
room, sick with small-pox. On May 28th I learned that the wife of the 
county jailer was sick. On visiting her I found that she had varioloid. 
These last two cases were sick only a few days, and were the only white 
people that had small-pox. All the cases we had of small-pox anid 
varioloid except Mrs. Spicer had been exposed to the disease before we 
were called to see the first case and pronounced it small-pox. Mrs. 
Spicer contracted the varioloid from her daughter. The estimated cost 
of taking care, treating and preventing spread of smail-pox here was 
about $300.00. The estimated cost in loss of business I can't say; the 
bankers say there was no loss, yet the merchants say there was some 
small loss of business. While I was in Hot Springs last winter I am 
told there were some cases of small-pox in Columbus, Ky. 

I have been confined to my bed nearly all the time since then, and 
could not get report of the oases. I will have Dr. Jackson to make a 
report of the small-pox oases at Columbus, and I will send it to you 
When I receive same. 

A short time after my return from Louisville in the spring I was 
stricken with paralysis of my left side, and have not been able to be out 
of my bed since. I am not able to do any of the work that falls to a 
member of the County Board of Health. I would be very glad if you 
would appoint my son, Dr. G. F. Beeler, a member of the County Board 
in my stead. I would also like very much for you to appoint Dr. W. W. 
Richmond, of Clinton, Ky., a member of the County Board of Health. 

Yours respectfully, 

GEO. BEELER, M. D., 
Chairman County Board Health. 



Columbus, Ky., August 29, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: At the request of Dr. Beeler, made during my absence 
at Dawson Springs, Ky., on account of sickness, having returned and at 
my post again, I herewith make statement, concerning the prevalence 
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especially of small-pox in this city: On the 16th day of February last 
it was reported to me that there were several cases of an eruptive dis- 
eflfle in the lower part of the city. Although I was down with 
la grippe at the time, and the ground covered with snow, I drove down 
to investigate the cases. I found five cases of genuine varioda. I at 
once had the cases all confined in two rooms. I had them Isolated at 
once and employed two immunes to nurse them. Two days afterward's 
I visited them again. Owing to my sickness at the time, and knowing 
I was not able to give them regular attention, I employed Dr. J. W. 
Manire, of this city, to attend them in my stead. 

He gave them constant and faithful attention during their illness. 
All made a good recovery except one, a negro girl of scrofulous taint, 
who died on the sixteenth day of her disease. This case was confluent. 
She would have recovered had it not been for her strumous condition 
and disinteigrated state of the blood. When the disease manifested 
itself here, I proceeded to vaccinate and to have vaccinated all those 
in that vicinity who had no protection against the disease. Dr. Manire 
called on me every day and consulted me as to the management of the 
cases. At my suggestion the city ordered tents, but no landowners 
would allow them to be stationed on thedr grounds; hence they were 
kept in their respective rooms until their recovery. 

Upon investigation I learned that two negro boys escaped from the 
small-pox hospital at Cairo, one of whom concealed himself in the house 
in wlilch the disease broke out here. The other one landed six miles 
below here. One negro man contracted the disease from him. 
Sent for Dr. Smith, of Oakton. The doctor contracted the disease 
himself from his patients. Both made satisfactory recovery. Beyond 
this the disease did not spread in this vicinity. In the meantime, vari- 
cella broke out in rather a severe form among the negroes on the hill. 
This caused much anxiety among our citizens, fearing it was small- 
pox. The disease has entirely subsided and the city is in a good sani- 
tary and healthful condition. We have had no epidemics endemics, 
up to this time this year. There is one case of typhoid fever in the 
city, and will doubtless recover. Our malarial diseases have been of 
a very mild type. Some few cases of dysentery, but of a mild char- 
acter and doubtless produced by eating unripe fruit, etc. 

The expenses to the county are as follows: 

Dr. Manire, medical attention, $100.00; Mr. Fletcher, drug bill, $50.00, 
fud my bill for services rendered, $12.00. Further than this I have no 
1 Imports to make. 

Very respectfully, 

J. M. JACKSON, 
Secy. County Board of Health. 



Earlington, Ky., 6-l,-*99. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gtontlemen: We have, we believe, two well-defined cases of small- 
pox in the town. We have in quarantine the man and woman, and 
have taken the other seven inmates of the house (all colored) to a de- 
serted car on a switch north of town. We have sent for tents for these 
men and their guards. Dr. Chatten has history of the cases, and if the 
other oases develop will notify you. 

Respectfully, 

WILLIAM F. BURR, 

Mayor. 



104 Biennial Report of the Kentucky 

JACKSON COUNTY. 

In the latter part of April, 1898, a diaeolute white woman made her 
escape from the pesthouse at Richmond before she was entirely well and 
cleaned up, returned to her former home in Jackson county, communicat- 
ing small-pox to her kin-i>eople and neig'hbors. As it was in a remote 
mountain district, and the disease was attended with little mortality, it 
attracted no attention until, in the latter part of June, another strolling 
woman from this section with small-ix>x wandered into Laur^ county, 
and thence alomg the highway to Manchester, in Clay county, a distamce 
of thirty miles, and back again to Jackson county, stopping to rest and 
ask for food and drink from time to time, and communicating the dis- 
ease to most of those with whom she came in contact The Board was 
asked to send an inspector to Laurel county, and he readily traced 
the disease back into Jackson county. 

When I>r. Smock, our inspector, had completed his work in Laurel 
and Clay counties and reported, he was instructed by wire to follow 
the track of the disease into Jackson county and give the local board 
all necessary instructions and assistance. The report of Dr. Smock fol- 
lows: 

Louisville, Ky., July 18, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: 

Responding to the telegraan from your secretary, "Yes, go to Jack- 
son county, complete the work, and report by wire upon your return to 
railroad." I arrived at Annville, Jackson county, the nifrht of the 13th. 
I found Dr. Azbill and learned from him that they had no small-pox 
in their county, but that they had a "breaking-out disease" that was 
mighty "ketching" up in what is known as Horse Lick Creek, and that 
there were about one hundred cases. He further stated that some ten 
days ago a man by the name of Hlllard, of his immediate neighborhood, 
two weeks after a visit to a family in the neighborhood where this 
"ketching" disease was prevailing, came home, was taken violently ill, 
aud, after two visits from him, the man died. He further stated that his 
skin was very red and it looked to him like, "had he lived two days 
longer, he might have had the measles." The day following the death of 
this man a coroner's inquest was held by the county judge, and, after lis- 
tening to the evidence of Dr. Azbill, who had made a post mortem on the 
man, the verdict of the jury was that the man had been "pizened." 
After this conversation with Dr. Azbill I stated to him that I was satis- 
fled thart; this breaking-out disease was simply "seven-day-in-a-week, 
stay-with-you-forever small-pox." 

I sent a message for County Judge Levi Johnston and Dr. Good- 
man, of Welchburg, to meet me at 8 o'clock p. m. At this meeting I 
read the whole of Chap. 63 Kentucky Statutes to these gentlemen and 
outlined their duty. At six o'clock July 14th, in company with County 
Judge Johnston and Dr. Azbill, we started for the infected district, ar-. 
riving there at two o'clock p. m. I found one boy in about the tenth 
day of the eruptive stage of the disease, a pupil in attendance at the 
district school. I ordered the school closed at once. Proceeding about 
a mile I arrived at the home of one Charles Phillips, where I found a 
child about two years of age in the fourth day of the eruption of a 
discrete form. I was informed by the mother that they had had six 
cases in her family, none, however, severe. After a thorough investi- 
gation in this neighiborhood I learned that ten or fifteen families had 
suffered with the disease, with a total of fifty-two cases. 
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As a result of this investigation it was demonstrated to the entire 
sBtisfaction of Judge Johnston and Dr. Azbill that they had small-pox 
to contend with. Judge Johnston promised me his hearty support, and 
finding that It would be the following Tuesday before he oould get his 
court together, I left Jackson county the following morning and arrived 
at lAYljagaUm and communicated with you, thinking it needless to re- 
main longer awaiting the calling of the court. Being very anxious 
that you should underatond the true status of the matter as I found it 
at Jackfnn county, I took the train to Bowling Green. After a con- 
ference with you and Dr. William Bailey, of the Executive Oommittee 
of the State Board of Health, I was again ordered back to Jackson 
county to meet wUh the local Board of Health ajid the county court. 
I arrived at McKee the afternoon of July 19th. On the morning of the 
IWh I organiBed, by your authority, a new County Board of Health, 
commissioning Judge William H. Clark, Judge C. S. Martin and Dr. N. 
M. Clark as members. A meeting of this Board was held, at which an 
organization was completed by electing Judge Clark chairman, and Dr. 
Clark health oflBcer. The situation in their county was most freely 
discussed. They made arrangements that Dr. Moss Gibson, of Rich- 
mond, Ky., should be employed to go into their oounty and take charge 
of the epidemic. We adjourned to the courthouse, where we met the 
full county court, with County Judge Levi Johnston presiding. In my 
talk to the court I attempted as forcibly as possible to lay before them 
the sHuation as I found it, and urged them earnestly to ratify the action 
of the local board. Judge Clark, as well as Judge Martin, also made 
earnest appeals. They refused most poeiitively to lend any aid, either 
morally or financially. They could not be persuaded that they have 
small-pox to contend with. One member of the county court stated that 
"he did not believe that it was small-pox, and that if it was, the Lord 
sent it, and in due season would take it away." I was asked if I had a 
diploma or any other such kind of credentials. I was then called upon 
by another member of the court to be sworn. Not being satisfied with 
this, they cailled a young fellow, whose breast was covered with small 
boils, and asked me if this fellow had small-pox. Seeing that this 
county was determined to do nothing, and having heard that there was 
another family with this breaking-out disease, I, together with Dr. 
Clark, visited the home of one Hood Turner, where I found him, to- 
gether with four of hiis children, wtth the disease in about the tenth day 
of the eruption. I found him at his mill giving out grist to four or five 
householders. I mention this to show how careless they have been, as 
well as to give you an idea of the number of exposures. 

The day before, I met a man and woman whose faces were covered 
with scabs as a result of confluent small-pox, walking the streets of 
McKee, the oounty seat. It is safe to state that there are and has been 
at least one hundred cases in this county, and that one-half of one per 
cent will include the whole number vaccinated. The disease was 
hraaeht into this oounty by a woman named Rose, who escaped the 
Tigtlanoe of the authorities at Richmond while the disease prevailed 
there in April. 

I have attempted to give you a detailed report in as brief a space 
as was possible. I advise that a most rigid quarantine be issued against 
JaclDSon oounty, as the authorities and people will do nothing to pre- 
vent the spread of the disease, so that the entire mountain region is seri- 
ously endangered. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D.. 
Sanitary Inspector. Kentucky Sta\je BoatCi ol^^^NiX^., 
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Acting upon Dr. Smock's report, and information from 
adjoining counties, a meeting was called, and, after care- 
ful consideration, the following was issued: 

QUARANTINE PROCLAMATION. 

State Board of Health, 

Bowling Green, Ky., July 21, 1898. 

Wheireas, Official information has come to this Board that smiall- 
pox is prevailing as an epidemic in Jackson county, in this state; and, 

Whereas, After due notice and repeated urging from this and the 
County Board of Health, the authorities of said county have persist- 
ently failed and refused to take any steps to prevent the spread of tMs 
highly dangerous and contagious disease within said county, or to ad- 
joining counties, thus endangering the health, lives and commercial in- 
terests of the entire state: 

Now, therefore, be it known. That the State Board of Health of 
Kentucky, in the exercise of the authority vested in it by law, hereby 
declares Jackson county, and each of its inhabitants, to be in quaran- 
tine, and estiablisihes a quarantine line along the entire boundary of 
said county, and forbids any person to enter or leave said county with- 
out a special permit from this Board, under the pains and penalties of 
law, which is a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred 
dollars, or imprisonment in the county jail of not leas than ten nor 
more than sixty days, or both fine and imprisonment. 

County Boards of Health and officials in adjoining counties are re- 
quested and directed to enforce this order of quarantine at their re- 
spective county lines, bordering on Jackson county, and cause the 
prompt arrest, vaccination and prosecution of any and all persons vio- 
lating the same. 

By order of the Board: 

J. N. McCORMACK. M. D., Secretary. 

J. M. MATHEWS, M. D.. President. 



In order to make the quarantine effective the Board 
directed its executive officer to visit all of the counties 
bordering on Jackson county, and urge upon the of- 
ficials the importance of confining the disease to that 
jurisdiction, and of preparing to deal with it should 
their respective territories be invaded. This duty was 
undertaken at once, this official being accompanied on 
the long and tedious, but interesting trip, by a talented 
young newspaper representative, whose account of the 
journey, prepared for a popular publication, is inserted 
here: 
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CONQUERING A SMALL-POX EPIDEMIC IN KENTUCKY. 

By Shirley Everton Johnson, the Courier- Journal, Louisville, Ky. 

The yellow flag fastened to a gate post strikes terror to the hearts 
of all, and even the bravest touch up their horses as they pass; but the 
publication in a daily newspaper that small-pox exists within the limits 
of any state oauses immediate consternation. Every one has been taught 
to fear small-pox lilce they fear yellow fever and cholera; and the ap- 
pearance of a case, even in the remotest sections, gives rise to a wide- 
spread anxiety. Small-pox is regarded as the most contagious of all dis- 
eases, and its outbreak in epidemic form in a locality may usuaJly be 
traced to the introduction of a single case from a distance. 

Much obscurity surrounds the early history of small-pox. It ap- 
pears to have been imported from Asia, where it had been known and 
Feoognized from remote antiquity. The earliest aocouuits of its exist- 
ence reach back to the middle of the sixth century, when it occurred in 
epidemic form in Arabia, Egypt and the south of Europe. The United 
States has not been free from the scourge, but the most serious epidem- 
ics hav« occurred among the negroes of the South, for the disease seems 
to thrive best among the dark-skinned races. Yet the color of the skin 
or the manner of living is not an immunity against the disease. Ex- 
perience has taught that vacxiination alone is a protection againat it, 
and the only way to suppress an epidemic which has once fairly started 
is by a general vaccination and a complete isolation of the persons af- 
fected. 

In March, 1898, the people of Kentucky were startled by the an- 
nouncement that an epidemic of small-pox prevailed in the pretty col- 
lege town of Richmond, which Is the county seat of Madison, one of the 
richest and most picturesque counties of the state. The State Board of 
Health, the county officials, and the local physicians turned their at- 
tention at once to the stricken town. In an incredibly short space of 
time small-pox hospitals were erected a mile from town, and patients 
from the infected locality were taken there and put under medical 
treatment. That section of the town where the disease had originated 
was thoroughly scourged, disinfected, and many houses were burned. 
Fortunately, the epidemic was controlled in its infancy, and when the 
few hundred paitients who had the disease were restored to health, it 
was thought that no more trouble would result; but in June informa- 
tion came to the State Board of Health that small-pox prevailed as an 
epidemic in Jackson county, and prompt measures were taken to pre- 
vent the spread of this highly dangerous and contagious disease. 

Jackson county is situated in the southeastern part of Kentucky, 
midway between the Cumberland mountains and the richest section 
of the bluegrass. Notwithstanding its approximate nearness to the 
bluegrass region, it is in that section of the state which is, as yet, un- 
developed, having no railroad nor telegraphic communication. McKee, 
the county seat, is thirty-five miles removed from the nearest railway 
atsation, and its people are typical of the mountain class which lives the 
fiojne life thart was followed by the pioneers of that section a hundred 
years ago. The county has about ten thousand inhabitants, scattered 
over a large tract of land, who take little interest in politics or in the 
progreBB of the world. The average mountaineer is satisfied to own a 
small patch of land, part of which may be upon a rugged hillside, with 
a log cabin for a home. To be sure, there are some ambitious people 
who, by constant application and thriftiness, make their fortunes and 
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build better houses. There is, too, a certain educated class of men 
who fill the political and professional offices in the community. The 
chief characteristic of a mountain community is its unwUMngneaB to 
take any action differing in the slightest degree from the time-honored 
cuatoms with which they have been familiar. 

It was under these conditionfi that the State Board of HealtJi sent 
official notices urging the authorities of Jackson county to take steps 
to prevent the spread of small-pox within the county or to adjoin!]^ 
counties, it being pointed out that the epidemic was endangering the 
health, lives and commercial interests of the entire state. But the au- 
thorities failed to see the responsibility which rested upon them. They 
contended resolutely thB;t small-pox did not exist within their borders, 
and declined to take any action which might confine any of their citi- 
zens in an isolated hospital, or to issue an order for a general vaccina- 
tion. The State Board of Health sent a representative to plead witli 
them; and for two hours in the county courthouse he discussed the 
dangers of the disease, and pointed out the county's evidenit duty. The 
county judge 'had promised his support, but when a preacher arose and 
said, ''The Lord has sent this affliction upon us, and the Liord will take 
it away in his own good time,'* the County Judge was moved ; and when 
the county attorney, who was appealing to his constituents, said there 
was no proof that small-pox existed, and that the time for definite action 
had not arrived, and he was opposed to any measures whiCth might cost 
his dear people one dollar of their hard-earned money, the court called 
for a vote of all present, and to a man they voted that small -pox did 
not exist, notwithstanding the fact that two men with distinct pustules 
on their faces were in the crov^'d. 

When this action was reported to the State Board of Health by its 
representative, it was decided to take rigid measures to brin^ the au- 
thorities of Jackson county to a realization of the danger which threat- 
ened not only their community, not only the health of the entire moun- 
tain district, but also that of the entire state; and, therefore, a quaran- 
tine proclamation was issued on July 21, declaring Jackson county and 
each of its inhabitants to be in quarantine, and established a quarantine 
line along the entire boundary of said county, and forbade any person 
to enter or leave said county without a special permit from the Board, 
under the penalty of the law, which is a fine of not less than fifty nor 
more than five hundred dollars, or imprisonment in the county Jail for 
a period of not less than ten nor more than sixty days, or both fine and 
imprisonment. The County Boards of Health and the officials in ad- 
joining counties were requested and directed to enforce this order alonsr 
their respective county lines bordering on Jackson county, and enjoined 
to cause the prompt arrest, vaccination and detention of any and all 
persons violating the order. 

It is easy enough to issue a quarantine proclamation, and it is com- 
paratively an easy thing to establish an efferctual quarantine In a <rfvil- 
ized community. But the Board of Health was not dealing with the resi- 
dents of a city, or with reasoning beings, and consequently the estab- 
lishment of quarantine regulations was a matter of considerable diffi- 
culty. As isoon as the proclamation had been printed and sent to every 
physician in the surrounding counties, and to the County Boards of 
Health, with instructions to post in conspicuous places, Dr. J. N. Mc- 
Oormack, Secretary of the State Board of Health, started to make a cir- 
cuit of the adjoining counties, and at each county seat had a conference 
with the county officers and the local Board of Health. In every In- 
stance it was decided to place g^uards on all roads leading into Jfu*kaon 
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county, and to iMue orders for a geiKsral vaccination along the border 
line, fK> thait at the end of ten days Jackson county was l4M>lated from the 
world. 

The hMtory of the eiHdemlc is quickly told. In the squalid portion 
of Rlehmood, Juet ajt the Intersection of Irvine and B streets, are nu- 
merous one and two-story tenement housen, occupied chiefly by negroes. 
Two frame houses, but little better than a cheap country bam, are built 
upon the same narrow lot. In the house farthest removed from the 
street, so far ae can be learned, the Hmall-i>ox epidemii! is supposed to 
have started. A dissolute white woman, name<l Jennie Rose, lodged 
theire with a family of negroes. The disease spn^ad rapidly from this 
house thpougluyutthe thickly settled nolghtMrhood, and t>efore its nature 
was discovered it had gained great 'headway; so much so, indeed, that 
there was danger of Its siiread from the conflnes of this squalid locality. 
The burning of four or Ave houses, however, and the prompt removal 
of the severail patients to Impro vised hosi)iitals, saviMl the little town. 

The case of Jennie Hose se<*me<l to be more stjvere and protracted 
than the others, and she was among the last to leave the hospital. In 
fact, she escaped before the physicians pronoun<MMl her well. With that 
peculiar fear which irossesmw all mountain people regarding advanced 
medical ideas, she fled from the dm^lors' care ae fi-om an officer of the 
law. She sought ntfuge in Jacrkson county, the home of her father; and 
ere lonf; the section known as the "Jim Rose neiKhl>orhoo<r' l>ecame 
infected. This district lies about eighU^en milee north of the r^aurel 
county line, and Is south of McKee. which i-s near the center of the 
county. Rose and his relatives lived on a prominent road leading into 
McKee, and the travel was v«My heavy. It can be easily understood, 
then, how the disease sprearl; flrst along the roiu\, then to McKee, and 
from McKee to other st^ctlons of the (tounly, until there were some one 
hundred cases rei)orted. The spread of the disease within the limits 
of the county, however, was not the most dangerous f<«iture of the citse. 
Annie Dixon, a lialf-wlttod, wandering woman, without money or mc^ans 
of support, contracted the diseu<4e in the Rose neighborhood, and moved 
by decrees into Clay county. At Manch(:«tcr, the county seat, she 
BOUffht refuge in the house of a i)hyslcian, and wits given a pallet in the 
kitchen. Fortunately, however, for the ))hyKician and the citizens of 
Manchester, the disease was not in a contagioiis state, and she phmmd 
on some six or seven miles down Horse Creek to the locality known as 
Pigeon Roost; and as the result of her visit tw^mty-^two actual C/ases de- 
veloped, and two more ix*ople were placed under surveil'lan<}e. After 
a day or two spent at Bam Rowland's, the woman ixassed on into Laurel 
county, and etter stopping at the Iwyiisfi of Matilda HIbberd, a vigorous. 
well-preserved woman, agvMi seventy-four years, who d<Jveloi)e<l the only 
oonflueDt case of the epidemic, she went on to tlie modest house belong- 
ing to the Begley family, about five niiles from the town of Ix>ndon. 
Here she complained of being sick and was taken in. and im a result 
Mr, Begley, his wife and eight children wcn», in order, biken with the 
dresjA disease, and wen* soon se.nt to tin* pf>st4lousf^ All the other rases 
In Ijaurel end Jackson count Ich win Ik* tracked dlrcKitly bacrk to the i>re8- 
enoe of the Dixon woman, and iiltlniat<*ly to the escaixid prisoner of the 
first epldemdc. 

When Dr. McXyOnnac.k undertook to make the circuit of the (^Hinties 
surrounding the infectitd district, and to Investigate the condition of 
the pesthouses In r^aurel and (^lay countWw. and Uike all other necee- 
sary pracautlons, he invited me to ac(;(>nii)any him. 1'he i)rosi)ect of a 
trip eo interesting allure<l me, and ]K»Ing fr^^shly vac(!inated, T went into 
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the very presence of the dread disease. The first stop we made was at 
Mt. Vernon, the county seat of Rockcastle, where we heard from a doctor 
living at Wilder, which is close to the Jackson county line, that a 
preacher across the line, on the Sunday before, had publicly denounced 
from his pulpitt the representative of the State Board of HeaJtb who had 
visited Jackson county, alleging that he was a drunkard and ha/d re- 
mained in town only a few hours (although he is a teetotaler and was 
there several days), and did not know anything about «mall-pox, and 
furthermore, stated emphatically that there was no small-pox within 
the limits of the county. Instructions were left to guard closely the 
line between Jackson and Rockcastle counties, and we pushed on to the 
town of Livingston, some miles distant. Here John Morris, a promi- 
nent citizen of McKee, was seen upon the streets and promptly put un- 
der arrest. Being taken before the county judge, he was fined the 
limit and sentenced to sixty days' imprisonment. Morris stated that 
he was a law-abiding citizen, and was ready to .accept the will of the 
court; but he pleaded that he was in total ignorance of the existence 
of the quarantine, and asked for leniency. Dr. McCJormackj believing 
that the man ooudd be of more service in Jackson county alter his ex- 
citing experience than in jail, recommended his release upon condition 
that he be vaccinated and returned at once to hie home. Morris readily 
submitted to vaccination, and was so anxious to get on his horse that 
he could hardly wait for certain dispatches whioh the secretary of the 
State Board of Health desired to send to the county officens of Jackson. 
At London, the county seat of Laurel, a thriving town of the mountains, 
we left the railroad for six days. Dr. MoCormack experienced no diffi- 
culty with the county officers of this progressive section. The county 
judge, who during the prevalence of the scare a year previous had de- 
clined positively to be vaccinated, stated that he would allow a physi- 
cian to vaccinate him publicly at a mass-meeting on the morning fol- 
lowing; and as all cases within the limits of the county which had coime 
to the notice of the officials were isolated in the pesthouse, there 
seemed to be no further danger in the community. The next morning 
Dr. McCormack and I started on a twenty-five mile drive to MancihesH 
ter, the county seat of Clay county, which has lately received consid- 
erable notoriety on account of the Howard-Baker feud. 

Five miles from town we passed the Begley home. It was a double 
log house, with porches and kitchen built on, and because it was so 
open and roughly built that it could not be safely disinfected. Dr. Mc- 
Cormack ordered the structure burned. The county officers arranged to 
purchase the property for one hundred dollars, and it was destroyed, 
with its contents, as soon as the stove and some canned fruit could be 
disinfected and removed. 

Five miles further on the yellow flag of the pesthouse warned per- 
sons passing on the road that there was danger. Dr. R. T. Ramsay, 
the chairman of the Laurel County Board of Health, took us into the 
house and demonstrated what he was doing for the relief of the patients 
confined therein. Unfortunately, the house was not large enou^ tor 
the fourteen patients, and new wooden camps were being constructed^ 
There was a garden adjoining, and Begley's cows, horse and wa^n 
were there, so that they had reasonable comfort and good feod. Tvro of 
the older Begley girls were looking to the cooking and washing, as they 
were nearly well. Pigeon Roost, where the Clay county house was, is 
about midway between the pesthouse in Laurel county and Manches- 
ter. All along the road Dr. McCormack questioned the people closely, 
and learned of the cases in the county. He found the people anxioius 
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about the matter, and all declared emphatically that the residents in 
that section were avoddlng any contact with the infected divstricsts. 
The majority of these people had been vaccinated, or were willing to 
be, and oMy one square- jawed mountain woman, sitting on a raw-boned 
horse, remarked that she had never been vaccinated, and "nobody never 
was gwine ter, nuther." There were twenty-^two oases at Pigeon Roost. 
The diseefle started in the family of Sam Rowland, where there were 
touT well-defined cases; five oases in Matt Philpot's, and five in John 
Jones' family. Those who had the disease in a more or less severe 
stage are David Chad well, John Sasser, Gibson Owens, Mary Jane Sas- 
ser, her children, and three cases in the family of Redd Dixon. These 
people live in the same neighborhood, and the entire district was shut 
off from the rest of the county by quarantine guards. 

We then continued our journey over a rather rough mountain road 
to Manchester. About two miles from the town we passed the place 
where John Baker and Frank Clarke were killed from ambu^ as they 
were returning to town late on the night of July 22. It is an open 
stretch of land, where the road branches toward Cumberland Gap, but 
it is not near as dangerous looking a place as a cliff about half a mile 
above, where Horse Creek flows peacefully some forty feet below on the 
right, while the cliff rises a hundred feet or more on the left, and is cov- 
ered with thick woods and overhanging ivy. Even in broad day the sit- 
uation and the darkness seemed a trifle uncanny. We drove on, and 
shortly afterwards entered the public square of the little town of Man- 
chester, where only a few nights before a bloody duel had been fought 
between the members of rival families, and where two stores had been 
riddled by more than forty bullets from Winchester rifles. We did not 
Ertop at either of the so-called hotels in the place, because those hotels 
faced on the square, and we had heard that the men interested in the 
feud were likely to congregate in the square, and nearly every night 
some shots were fired. We did not fear any violence directed toward 
us, but we did not care to be within range of a chance shot. On the 
contrary, we were invited to make our headquarters at the home of a 
very charming widow, who is perhaps the richest woman in the county, 
and here we had absolute security. At table we sat with the widow 
of Sheriff W. L. White, who was on her way to Barbourville, where the 
trial of Thomas and D. Baker, charged with his murder, was about to 
begin. A ndece of our hostess, who had attended some good woman's 
college, remarked that she hoped that in writing about the mountain 
people X would not follow in the footsteps of a certain New York corre- 
spondent, who had described all mountain girls as chewing tobacco and 
running barefoot. Our stay in Manchester was unmarked by any un- 
usfuail incident. The county officers promised their support, and prompt 
quarantine measures were taken; consequently, we arranged to leave 
the next afternoon. 

We went to the Webb Hotel and asked the proprietor if he could 
furnish us with a team to take us to Booneville, thirty-five miles dis- 
tant. "Yes,*' said he, '*! have two very fine horses, and I can arrange 
to borrow a surrey;" and we closed the bargain. The truth is,. we didn't 
luave much of a team except the driver. The antiquated surrey, with 
jstB wobbly wheels, looked like it might break down at any time. The 
horses were mere frames, as shown by the fact that one of them died 
at the end of the journey ; and theire was no harness to speak of, a few 
bits of leather being tied together with strings, while the traces were 
only fastened to the singletrees off and on. As we left Manchester, 
tliere was a steep, rocky road at an angle of about forty-five degrees, and 
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as we descended, every trace came loose. The horses had never been 
driven in double harness before, and were naturally a little fractious. 
Besides, the tongue of the surrey was very short for mountain trav^, 
and the surrey ran up on the horses, which made them all the more 
inclined to break away. Dr. McOormack and I preferred to walk down 
this hill, and the only thing that prevented us from goin^ back and de- 
clining to take the team was our confidence in the negro driver, James 
Gilbert, an old-time negro, who had been a slave, and who is now the 
proud possessor of a small patch of land upon which he raises a small 
stock of the necessaries of life. Gilbert was as black as the ace of 
spades, but withal he had a good heart. He realized that we were dty 
folks and unused to mountain ways, and on our journey up and down 
the roughest road I ever traveled he toM us something of his history. 
He has four sons in the regular army, and with his daughters and one 
son lives upon his little farm, and tries to keep out of the difficultleB 
which are constantly arising between the factions in this peculiar dis- 
triot. He told us that efforts had been made to injvolve him in the feud, 
but that he had scrupulously avoided any connection with it The 
night that John Baker and Frank Clark were "laywayed," as they say in 
the mountains, Gilbert sat in his doorway with a Winchester in hand, 
and awaited developments, but he was not attacked; and he thanked 
his lucky stars that at the present moment he was driving the most un- 
ruly team over the most uncertain road that we had ever encountered. 

We had not expected to make the entire thirty-five miles without a 
stop, and about seven o'clock we arranged for accommodations at the 
house of Jim Murphy, at Sexton's Creek. Jim Murphy was one of yonr 
typical mountain storekeepers. He had learned by experience that it 
was dangerous to run accounts, and was now conducting a small croce- 
roads store, together with the government postoffice, on the cash basis. 
He lived in a small house with very low ceilings, and seemed quite coxi- 
tent. He was willing to receive us, despite the fact Uiat we were In- 
vestigating the small-pox situation, because, as we afterwards leamied, 
he had had a very severe case. A mile or two before we reached Jim 
Murphy's the Widow Clark had declined to accommodate us over night 
because we had visited the pesthouses in Laurel and Clay ooimtiiee. 
That night we had a typical mountain supper, made up chiefly of baoon, 
fried in great quantities of grease, an old-fashioned hoecake, some very 
poor cofTee and a glass of milk. Afterwards we sat in front of this 
humble cottage lying in the valley between two great mountains, smok- 
in-g our cigars as the evening damp settled. About nine o'clock we de- 
cided to go to bed, and Dr. McCormack asked Mr. Murpthy to look out for 
our faithful driver. "Oh, yes," he said, without the least concern, 
"there are two beds in your room; Jim will occupy one, and you ajnd 
Mr. Johnson the other!" And thus it was arranged. 

Early next morning we continued our trip to Booneville, and reached 
that thriving little town in time for dinner. The inhabitants of l^oone- 
ville, numbering probably five hundred, are an independent, progressiye 
lot of people. Every family owns its cows, its hogs and Its garden 
patch; but there is practically no trading at the country stores. It bet- 
ing the county seat of Owsley, one of the smallest and one of the moat 
delightful counties in the state, there is more business and some trains 
done on county court days. There are three physicians located in 
Booneville, and all of them were interested in preventing the spread of 
small-i>ox. We had no trouble whatever In having guards placed on the 
line, but caused the arrest of a man najned Tyre, who had recently 
driven a herd of cattle to Richmond and returned through Jackson 
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oomUy. The aherlff brought him before the county judge, and the 
enonnity of his crime was graphloally presented to him. He was fined 
to the extent of the law, but, as in the previoue case, was released upon 
condition that he would submit to immediate vaccination. It was with 
oonefderable reluctance that he bared his arm and allowed Dr. McCor- 
mack to Taccinnte him in three places. However, he was willing to do 
it raildier than go to jail; and the moral effect of his arrest, vaccination 
ajid return to his home, seven miles distant, accomplished a world of 



Befotre we left Booneville it was arranged to stop a commercial 
trav^er who had sent his cards ahead stating that he would be in 
BoonefviUe on a certain day, and turn him back at the Jackson county 
line. Two or three others, who had sent letters announcing their de- 
tennlnartion to cross the line, notwithstanding the quarantine, were put 
upon the black list, and instructions were issued for their prompt ar- 



'Wb 4Mcured at Booneville a newly painted vehicle, two mules, and a 
dirlrer, whom we afterwards learned was an ex-convict, to take 
us to Beattyville, the county seat of Lee county. Upon reaching Beat- 
tyvHsle, the boom town of E)astem Kentucky, we were the star boarders 
At an ekKhonite hotel which was about to close. The county officers and 
Idle County Board of Health agreed to take decisive measures as to 
quarantine, and in two hours we arranged to leave the town. Not being 
able to engaige any sort of team at Beattyville, we were compelled to take 
•tlie vehicle procured at Booneville on to Irvine. There was something 
peculiar about our vehicle. The springs were new and stiff, and the 
tiack was narrow and sharp, and about the middle of the afternoon we 
-were oonelderably bruised. We were compelled to ascend slowly a 
mountain road for about two hours, and gained the summit of a Ken- 
t:ucky moantaln. Then we drove for six miles across the top, throug!h 
lilie most lonely section we had ever seen. Our driver pointed out a 
tree "where a bandit had been hung three years before, whose chief oc- 
cupaitkm wae holding up quondam travelers and robbing them. At this 
point he aald there was not a house within six miles in any direction, 
and "we got out of the wagon long enough to practice shooting at a mark 
on a near-by tree. After this little rest we drove on some twelve miles, 
and ahoat sundown reached the comfortable home of Mr. David Pryse, 
who was a member of the late Constitutional Convention. He owns 
some three hundred acres of bottom land in the most picturesque pant 
of the Kentucky river region, and is far more prosperous than any other 
farmer in that section. We were treated royally at his place, and en- 
joyed our night's sleep to the fullest extent. The next morning we 
started for Irvine, the county seat of Estill, nine miles distant. We had 
only gcme about three miles when we encountered a gully-washer in all 
its fury. Our wagon was unprotected by any covering save an old sun 
umbrella, and Dr. MoCormack and I were drenched to the skin, so that 
when we drove into the thriving town of Irvine we presented a most 
woe-begone appearance. Nevertheless, we went to the hotel at BstiH 
Springs and secured a change of clothing. 

The mere fact that we were drenched, and that nearly all our be- 
lon^ngs were soaked, did not interfere with our business, and we found 
the county officials quite ready to aid in any way possible to stamp out 
the dread disease in Jackson county, and we were enabled to take the 
afternoon train to Richmond. 

Some people are inclined to question the luxury of an ordinary 
paaEnnger coach, but Dr. MoCormack and I felt, after our varied ex- 
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Richmond, Ky., Aqs< 1« 1S9Sl 
State Board of Health. Bowling Green, Kj. 

Gentlemen: I have juat heard a speech from Senator W. H. Clark, 
of Ja^flOA oonnty, in repaid to the conditions existing there as regards 
smaH-pox. First, he says he is president of the County Board of Health. 
Seooiid, they have employed guards is?rom in), and have the infected 
iKmes and pet^le under guard; the suspects are also watched. Third, 
That they propose to keep this up. and will allow no escapes if in their 
power to present. He then made a strong appeal to us to raise the 
quarantine. 

I assured him that we had no power to raise the quarantine; that 
XMKer was in the State Board of Health; if under this statement you 
w^eie willing to raise the quarantine, we would cheerfully submit. He 
says he came here to meet you, and that he wanted to state the facts. 
He blustered and blew off a great deal, but I don*t know just what to 
aay to you. Of course you know more about his statements than I do, 
therefore yon must act as you think best. 

Telegraph me if you raise the quarantine, and we will withdraw 
our guards. We have every road well guarded. 

I am yours. 

J. M. POYXTZ. M. D.. 
President County Boai>d of Health. 



Richmond, Ky.. August 11th, ISS^ 

^t^ate Board of Health. Bowling Green. Ky. 

Gentl^nen: I have the honor to report that I made the trip to Mc- 
^ee, Jackson county, as per your request. I found the fiscal court 
^^d the people somewhat excited, as all those people are when any event 
^^ importance is taking place. 

I found sixty-five cases of small-pox. In all six deaths have oc- 
curred since the breaking out of the disease; two deaths occurred while 
X was there; fifty-nine cases are located on Horse LJck, six cases on 
X^aurel Fork, a distance of sixteen miles from Horse Lick. 

The fiscal court, after strong persuasion. con«»nted to make suffi- 
^ent appropriation to enable the health authorities to take steps to 
^l^ect a pesthouse. also a house of detention, and they also employed 
Uie to take charge of the entire matter, and I shall do all in my power to 
have the cases and suspects kept under perfect restraint. The people 
ai^ opposed to vaccination, but I shall vaccinate all who willingly apply; 
but should you enforce the law. you will find it necessary to send four 
battalions of four hundred soldiers each, well armed; under no other 
Qircamstances can we enforce general vaccination. 

I have succeeded in interesting Dr. and Senator Clark, whom I think 
'^rill have great influence with the people and will be of great assistance 

to US. 

Thanking you very much for your kindness, 1 h,^ve the honor to be, 
'^^th great respect. 

W. M. GIBSON. M, D., 
Id specter for the State Board of Health. 



LAWS. RULES AND REGULATIONS. 



STATE HEALTH LAW. 

Cliapter 63, Kentucky Statutes. 

Sec. 2047. Number of members and appointment of secretary. A 
board, to be known as the "State Board of Health," is hereby eatab- 
Itshed. It shall consist of seven members, six of whom shall be ap- 
pointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and the seventh member, who shall be secretary, shall be elected 
by the Board, and, by virtue of his office as secretary, shall be a member 
of the Board. If the Board shall elect one of its number secretary, as 
it may do, the Governor shall appoint another member to complete the 
full number of the Board. In appointing the Board the Governor shall 
give due and fair consideration to the several schools or systems of 
medicine in the state. 

Sec. 2048. Term of office — vacancy — how filled. The present Board 
shall continue im office untiil their respective tienma expire; and, as the 
term of members expire, their isuocessors shall be appointed, as herein 
provided, and shall hold office six years, and until their successors are 
appointed. A vacancy in the Board may be filled by the Governor until 
the next regular session of the General Assembly. 

Sec. 2049. Powers and duties — quarantine established^ — common 
carriers to obey — penalty. The Board shall have general superviision 
of the health of the citizens of the state, and endeavor to make Intelli^ 
gent and profitable use of the collected records of the causes of sickness 
and death among the people. They shall make sanitary investigatio(ns 
and inquiry concerning the causes of the disease,* and especially of epi- 
demics and endemics; the causes of mortality amd the effects of locality, 
employments, conditions, food, water supply, habits sand other circum- 
stauices upon the health of the people. They shall make sanitary in- 
spection and surveys of such places and localities as they deem advisa- 
ble; and when they believe there is a ppobability that any infectious or 
contagious disease will invade this state from any other state or coun- 
try, it shall be their duty to take such action and adopt and enCorce such 
rules and regulations as they may, in the exercise of their discretion, 
deem sufficient in preventing the introduction or spread of such infec- 
tious or contagious disease or diseases within this state. The better to 
accomplish such objects, they are empowered and directed to establish 
and strictly maintain quarantine at such places as they deem proper; 
and are further empowered to make and enforce rules and regulations 
to obstruct and prevent the introduction or spread of infectious or con- 
tagious diseases to or within the state. They may establish quarantine 
ground in some suitable place, and establish the quarantine to be ob- 
served in such locality; and may there cause to be erected, temporary 
buildings or hospitals, necessary for the medical treatment of any per- 
sons who may be kept in quarantine and affected with contagious or in- 
fectious disease, for the inspection or disinfection of travelers' hajgga^e, 
merchandise, and articles in transit through such quarantine grounds 
or stations; and they may enforce inspections of persons and articles at 
such stations or grounds, as well as the purification of persons, ba^- 
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tined and guards placed around it and (the patients cared for until they 
■were well. 

On the 12th day of February the Jefferson County Board of Health 
issued a proclamation of vaccination, giving me full authority to act. 
I employed seven physicians in different sections of the county instruct- 
ing them to vaccinaite all of the negro population in the territory as- 
sojgned to them, together with all the school chiildren, both white and 
black. How well this was done will be shown in the statement that 
3,600 children were vaccinated. 

Not wanting to tire you with a long-drawn-out tabulation of each 
case, when and where it occurred, etc., I will -state that we had to do 
with the handling of fifteen cases, scattered pretty generally over tKe 
county, no two cases occuriring in any one family, with the exception 
of the first family mentioned and in a negro family at Tucker's Station. 
X mention this fact to show you how the several work of isolating, vac- 
cinating, fumigating and cremating was done. 

After our first unsatisfactory experience with trying to treat and 
control the disease in private residences, the health officers, with Judge 
Gregory, made arrangements with the Board of Safety whereby we were 
to have all small-pox patients oared for at the city eruptive hospital. 
These cases were scattered out pretty well over four months. The ex- 
X)enise incurred in the handling of thiis troulble in the territory named 
was $1,500.00. 

In addition to the work done in the handling of small-pox, we had 
to do with three small outbreaks of scarlet fever in the past year, in 
three different neighborhoods, but by prompt measures the trouble was 
soon stamped out, without mortality, and also without interfering very 
materially with the public schools. 

I made a number of sanitary surveys over the most of the county; 
served notices and had abated about two hundred nuisances. I gave 
particular attention to the sanitation of milk dairies and slaughter- 
houses. This work being new, I met with some opposition In carrying 
out the rules and regulations as prescribed by the State Board. 

As I expect to continue in this work, I hope to do better and ac- 
complish more in the coming year than I did in the past. 

Respectfully submitted, 

B. W. SMOCK, 
Health Officer Jefferson County. 



JESSAMINE COUNTY. 

Nicholasville, Ky., Feb. 2, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Our small-pox case is doing very nicely. We have 
him in the country two miles from town. Have the suspects in house 
of detention in the country. No new cases yet. I think we are masfters 
of the situation. The Boards have adjusted their differences and every- 
thing is moving nicely. I will keep you advised regarding the situation. 

Yours truly, 

J. A. VANARSDALL, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 
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NicholasviUe, Ky., Feb. 8, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling: Oreen, Ky. 

Oentlemen: The amall-pox Bituation here is very encouraging. 
Two caaec have appeared at the house of detention; both are very mild. 
No new caMs have appeared in the city. We are using. every precaution. 
We do not allow the negroes to hold church services or school. We have 
24 BU«pects at t^e house of detention; three cases at pesthouse; all 
doing well. The city is pretty thoroughly vaccinated. I will keep you 
IK>sted regarding the situation. 

Respectfully yours, 

J. A. VANARSDALL. 

Report of small-pox epidemic at Nicholasville, Ky., February and 
March, 1899: 

Origin, negro from Cincinnati, O., visited his family in this city on 
or about 24th of January. The eruption appeared on him on the sec- 
ond day after his arrival in the city. The last case was dismissed on 
the 18th of March. 

Total number of cases, nine. House of detention was fitted up two 
mdles from town; all suspects were confined here for two or three weeks 
under dally inspection of physician. Upon the appearance of the symp- 
toms of the disease the patients were Immediately removed to tents. 
Nurses supplied their wants, while two guanls did duty night and day. 
A physician was appointed by the Health Board. 

The total cost was about fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00), and was 
borne by the county and city Jointly, the county paying three-fourths of 
the expense and the city one-fourth. 

Estimated cost in loss of business, about $5,000.00 to $8,000.00. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. VANARSDALL, 

Physician in Charge. 



KENTON COUNTY. 

Covington, Ky., Jan. 31, 1899. 
To Dr. J. N. MoCormack, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 

Dear Sir: On last Wednesday, Jan. 25, 1898, a negro (Henry Smith), 
who had been stopping at some negro bawdy houses in this city, left 
here, went to Cincinnati, and applied for admission to City Hospital. 
Upon examination he was found to have small-pox. He was sent to 
the branch hospital and we were notified. We at onoe fumigated the 
houses and vaccinated all the Inmates and have them under guard. 
This latter measure has arousal opposition from some of our physicians, 
being, as they term it, an unnecessary «care. 

On Sunday last I visited the Cincinnati branch hospital, together 
with the local and state authorities (Dr. Probst, of Columbus), and we 
found confined there 54 cases of true small-pox, and our man was 
among the number. Dr. Pro'bst Is anxious lest we have an outbreak, 
the cases are coming in from one to three dally from all parts of the 
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city. I thought best to advise you of this and ask for instructions. 
Will you mail me pamphlets, etc.? 

Our B. of H. meets at 4 p. m. to-morrow, and we will publish a cir- 
cular letter in the papers asking a revaccination. 

I am in close touch with Cincinnati authorities, and am studyine^ 
small-pox at their branch. I shall try to ihave our own penthouse in 
order and ready for emergencies. 

Nicholajsviille reports a case in this morning's paper as coming from 
here. What do you know of it? 

Respectfully, 

WILLIS W. RANSHAW, M. D., 

City Health Officer. 



Independence, Ky., 8-7-'99. 
J. N. McCormack, M. D., 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

My Dear Sir: By request I send you the following report of our 
small-pox cases: 

In February, 1899, we had a case of small-pox to develop in an ex- 
soldier, who had just been mustered out of Cuban service. The place 
was quarantined as soon as reported to me, and strictly guarded day 
and night for about six weeks, during which time there were two other 
ex-soldiers staying at the house, who took it and died, but these two 
cases were not reported sick until they died. All the members of this 
negro family were vaccinated on appearance of the first case, but the 
two who after took it and died. They claimed to have been vaccinated 
on entering the service a few months previously, but it developed after- 
ward the vaccination had not taken. 

Cost of managing these cases was more than it would have been 
had they been responsible and had any support. 

The total cost was about $250.00, including $50.00 for the old cabin 
which we had burned. They claimed that they did not know when thej'- 
were exposed to the contagion. It was either in the army or on the way 
home, as it was only a few days after their return when they took sick. 

In April and May we had a case to develop in a white boy of 14 
years of age, who contracted the disease while in Cincinnati having 
some dental work done at a free dental college, or supposed to have con- 
tracted in this way. His three brothers took it from him. It was in 
a mild form, as all recovered without a physician, and was considered 
by the family as chicken-pox. A brother-in-law, on visiting the family, 
took the disease, and the attending physician pronounced it varicella 
and treated it as such for about 10 days, during which time many per- 
sons were exposed. As soon as I was apprised of the suspicious nature 
of the eruption, I at once investigated the case and found it to be a 
rather severe case of small-pox. All persons exposed, as well as all 
living in the vicinity, was ordered vaccinated, but another brother con- 
tracted the disease and died. Three other members of the family had an 
attack of varioloid. 

The cost to county in these cases was about $75.00. All of the cases 
were strictly quarantined. 

We have had nine cases of small-pox, with three (3) deaths — one 
white and two colored. Three cases of varioloid without a death. 

Total cost of all cases to county, $325. 

Yours fraternally, 

JNO. F. LOOMIS, M. D., 
Ex-Health Officer of Kenton Co., Ky. 
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Covington, Ky., Oct. 27, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: X have the honor herewith to send you a report of our 
recent small-pox epidemic. 

Our firat case was reported to the Health Department, Feb. 24, 1899. 
The man had worked in Cincinnati, at which place small-pox was at 
that time prevalent. 

The house was at once quarantined and the case subsequently 
moved to the pesthouse. This was the first of a series of cases, thirty- 
five in number, which we have treated at our pesthouse from Feb. 24, 
to August 28. 

From August 28 until Sept. 26 we had no cases in the city limits 
of which the Board had any cognizance. On Sept. 26 there was reported 
a case of small-pox in a man whose child had had "chicken-pox" (?). 
The case was removed to the pesthouse; the child had recovered before 
the parent became ill, and had attended a parochial school (this without 
the knowledge of the Health Department). 

From this case alone we have traced the infection of our other cases, 
fifteen in number, through the medium of the parochial school. This 
school, on account of the strong opposition of the German citizens to 
vaccination, had not been prompt in carrying out the vaccination law. 
This matter has been subsequently attended to, and all school children 
of the city are now vaccinated. 

Our epidemic has been remarkable for its mildness, but it has been 
equally remarkable for its prevalence during the hottest months of the 
year. 

We have had six cases of varioloid, meaning by this term small- 
pox modified by a previous vaccination. In no case had a person con- 
tracted small-pox who had been vaccinated within three years of this 
time. We have had six cases of confluent small-pox. Five of our cases 
of varioloid had, at the same time, a well-developed vaccine vesicle and 
small-pox eruption. This was due to the fact that they had been vac- 
cinated six or seven days after the breaking out of the eruption of the 
patients removed from their homes. 

The apparent tardiness in vaccinating these cases was due, not to 
a lack of attention on the part of the health officer, but to the fact that 
these cases were seldom reported to the oflftce until the small-pox erup- 
tion was well advanced. 

We had one patient with a second attack of true small-pox. At the 
time of the breaking out of his eruption, his face and body showed many 
scars of the attack from which he had suffered seventeen years before. 

We have had but five colored people, our cases having been mostly 
confined to the lower classes of German and Irish citizens. 

In no case was the Infection traceable from house to house, save 
In one case from Holman street to 12th street. This case was not re- 
I)orted by the attending physician until found by the sanitary officer. 
Infection had been carried from 12th street to Holman prior to the time 
the report was made to this office. 

The only exception to this statement being the infection that was 
carried through the medium of the parochial school above mentioned. 
In all other cases the infection was traceable to Cincinnati. This fact 
is not strange when it is known that Covington is but a gigantic bed- 
loom to Cincinnati, as fully two-thirds of our population work in Cin- 
cinnati. 

Our epidemic to date, including the management of the pesthouse. 



122 Biennial Repart of ihe Kentucky 

the maiii<teiiance of quflxantine in the city, supplies furnished to quar- 
antined people, sanditary officers, and the rebuilding Oif our pesthouse^ 
has cost the city, in round numlbers, seven thousand ($7,000) dollars. 

Our method of quarantine has been severe. As soon as cases have 
been reported to the office the patients were removed at onice to the 
pesthouse, and all persons in the house from which they were taken 
were vaccinated immediately and placed under guard for fourteen days. 
This, of course, meant heavy expense to the city, but we believe the end 
gained justified the means employed, as we have ha4, as before stated, 
fifty cases, and these cases came from thiirty-five difCtereait and widely 
separated localities. 

In no case had there been a reappearance of the disease in any 
locality after the Health Department had taken charge therein. Much 
credit is due for this efficient service to our local health officer. Dr. J. P. 
Rifle, into whose handiS the enforcing of the quarantine was placed. 

Our main difficulties In mana^ng the epidemic have been: 

1st. The stubborn resistance of many people to our vaccination 
law. 

2d. The slowness of our dty council to recognize the gravity oX the 
situation, henoe the lack of support and consequent hami>ering of our 
operaibioaxs. 

3d. The doubt existing in the minds of many physicians as to the 
genuineness of the disease. Many older physicians refuse to believe 
that the mild cases were more than bad cases of chicken-pox. 

^th. The inability to properly impress the lay members of the 
Health Board with the importance of enforcing sanitary measures. Wo 
believe our Health Boards would be better constituted for work weire 
they composed wholly of physicians. 

5th., The lack of compulsory vaccination laws in our state and city, 
save for school children. 

These we believe to have been our most serious obstacles. Of 
course, the natural aversion of the people to a pesthouse has brouight 
upon the Board much condemnation, but this has at last been overcome 
by the assurance that the infection hospital has been conducted as a 
regular hospital, the control of the house having been under the care of 
trained nurses. 

To this latter fact we attribute our success in handling those suf- 
fering from this dread disease, as up to this date we have had not one 
single death from small-pox. We are unfortunately situated in our 
dty so far as sources of infection are concerned. Ludlow, with its six- 
teen or eighteen cases of small-pox, is just on our western border; In- 
dependence, with its cases, just a few miles south, while Cincinnati is 
just north of us across the Ohio river. 

The fact that Cincinnati has had, during the past year aibout fifteen 
hundred (1,500) cases of small-pox, and that our working claE»es were 
constantly exposed to the contagion, has kept us constantly upon the 
alert for the first manifestation of the disease in our city. We have 
done our best to keep this portion of the state free from this terrible 
plague. The results of our labors we leave you to judge. 

We feel under much obligation to you for your kindness in so 
faithfully upholding us during these trying times. We are aware that 
our labors have been hard and must still be hard, for we are appre- 
hensive of a wide-spread epidemic during our winter months, but we 
promise, with your kindly assistance and encouragement, that we will 
do our utmost to keep our portion of the state as free as possible from 
small-pox. 
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Since diotatin^ the above we have six new cases in the city and one 
at ESrlanf^r, In the county, with one death. Our council has also let 
tbe contract for a new eruptive hospital — a substantial brick structure. 

Very respectfully yours, 

W. W. RANSHAW, M. D., 

Secretary Board of Health. 
Physician in charge of Infection Hospital. 



KNOX COUNTY. 



Barboursville, Ky., February 17, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Greeh, Ky. 

Qentlemen: I inclose you circular of quarantine as furnished the 
railroad company. As stated in same, you will notice that we have only 
taken precautionary steps against the city of Middlesboro and Bell 
county. We are doing everything in our power to prevent the con- 
tagion from entering our county, though we have met with considerable 
difficulty in perfecting arrangements, as the city council and county offi- 
cials say that they have no authority in the matter; but we finally suc- 
ceeded in placing guards at every railroad station in out county, they 
agreeing to take the responsibility of the county paying for their 
services. 

We advised (by circular) for everybody to be vaccinated. Some have 
availed themselves of the opportunity. 

I wired you to-day for instructions in regard to Jellico and Whitley 
county. We are not protected from that point. 

I think on account of the exodus of tramps and miners, as well as 
others, we are in as much danger from said point as we are from Mid- 
dlesboro. I would be glad if you would write me fully on this matter. 

Yours respectfully, 

B. F. HERNDON, 

County Health Officer. 



Office Knox County Board of Health. 
To Whom it May Concern: 

Know ye that whereas, the State Board of Health, for the state of 
Kentucky, has directed and authorized the County Board of Health for 
Knox county, Ky., to quarantine against the disease known as small-pox. 

Now, therefore, in pursuance to the order and directions of the State 
Board of Health, and by the authority vested in us as the County Board 
of Health for Knox county, a quarantine against the disease of small- 
pox is hereby declared and established and ordered to be maintained in 
and for the' county of Knox, and against Bell county, Ky., and especially 
so against the city of Middlesboro, in said county. 

For the purposes of more fully and completely effecting and en- 
forcing this quarantine, The Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company 
is included in same to this extent, to wit: That the said company will 
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not in Bell county, Ky., accept, receive or permit persons, as pa438e(n- 
gers or otherwise, to pass over its road, who intend to leave said road at 
any station or other place on its road within the limits of Knox county, 
except such person or persons as shall present to it the proper health' 
certificate from some legal Board of Healtli within Bell county, Ky. This 
done by order of the Board of Health of Knox county, this February 15, 
1898. 

B. F. HERNDON, 

Secretary. 



Barbourville, Ky., March 14, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: On the 8th inst. this Board received notice of a case of 
small-pox at East Jellico (coal post), this county. Dr. I. T. Catron, a 
member of the County Board of Health, took charge of the case. Dr. 
Catron isolated the patient and used all precautionary means that were 
necessary for isolation. The patient was also seen by Dr. Smock, one 
of your inspectors, who advised that the local Board place g^uards around 
the infected locality for the reason that a number of people had been 
exposed. For« the purpose of arranging this. Dr. Smock came to Bar- 
bourville, and, with Dr. C. G. Hcimdon and myself, we had an inter- 
view with the county judge, T. J. Wjratt, who advised us to do what 
we thought was right and best for the Interest of the community. Act- 
ing upon this advice, and at the suggestion of Dr. Smock, we secured ten 
good men and sent them to East Jellico, where Dr. Catron instructed 
them, etc. 

Now, notwithstanding the judge agreed to any action the Board 
might take, he has acted to the contrary, by stating to the citizens that 
"he was opposed to it, and would do all he could against such acts," and 
furthermore, he says the Board of Health was violating the law by ob- 
structing the public highway with guards. He also advised one of our 
guards (by letter, which I inclose) that the Board was going beyond the 
law, and that the guards would not receive anything for their services. 
And I am also informed that the judge said the guards would do some- 
thing that would probably send them to the "pen." This remark, 
however, is not reliable. 

Now, rather than have any trouble with the county officials we have 
withdrawn the guards, as well the services of the Board of Health. 

We may have acted too hastily, yet it was the only thing we could 
do under the circumstances. 

Very respectfully, 

B. F. HERNDON, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



Barbourville, Ky., March 12, 1898. 
Mr. J. T. Wyatt, East Jellico. 

Dear Tom: I would advise you to come home and let the guarding 
business alone; as I understand it, the Board is going further than the 
law authorizes, and you will have no assurance to get any pay for your 
services. 

Yours truly, 

T. J. WYATT, County Judge. 
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LAUREN COUNTY. 

Ixmdoxi, Ky., February 18, 1898. 

SUte Board of Health, BowlixiK Ureon, Ky. 

Oentlemen: I write you In regard to the steps taken by the Ijaurel 
County Board of Health in order to prevent the upread of small-pox in 
this county. We have placed i?uard8 at <mch of the railway stations in 
the county — one for the day and one for the night— provided any trains 
make nlKht atops at the station. I^oes this meet the approval of the 
State Board of HeaRh, and have you any instructions or suggestions? 
No cases nearer than Middlesboro or Jellioo that we have any knowl- 
edge of. 

Very truly yours, 

H. T. RAMSEY, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



Londoi , Ky., February 21, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Howling (Irr^en, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The Ijaurnl County Hoard of Health met to-day and 
passed an ordinance requiring all personu who have not l)een success- 
fully vaccinated, living in th« townH along the railroad, and those living 
within one-half mile of said railrcmd in the county, to be vaccinated 
within the next ten or flftcen dayH, provided the State Hoard of Health 
indorses suoh aotion. 

We can not And out in what townH in Southeastern Kentucky small- 
pox Is present. Will you please advise us if there is any in Jellico, (k>r- 
bin, etc. 

If we pass the aliove ordinance do you think it best to still have 
guards at the different railroad HtationH in tho county? The agents at 
these stations are co-or>erating with uh. and refiiHC to »oll tickets to 
those who have no health certiflcrateH to and from the infecte<l localities, 
and to ship any household goods from said \)\w.f^ Into our county. 

Awaiting your decision and Huggestion, I remain, 

Very truly, 

R. T. RAMSEY, 
Secretary Laurel ('ounty Ik)ard of Health. 



QUARANTINE. 

At a meetin<g of the locail Hoard of Health for T-iaurel county. Ky., Feb- 
ruary 17, 1898, present Drs. R. T. Rajn«ey, T. P. (Jaldwefll, H. V. Pen- 
nington and Jackson Oivens, mr>niberH local Tk)ard of Health for 
Laurel county, Ky. 

It appearing to the Hatisfaciion of the wiid Hoard of Health that the 
iSifeoMous and contngioais di^eaHCof Hmall-pox ie now an ei>Ideimic at Mdd- 
dlesboro, Bell county, and .Telll(H), Tenn., and Whitley county, and that 
persons from said districts and counties are leaving and shipping their 
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household goods and other goods from said district into Laurel county at 
Pittsburg and Bast Bemstadt and other places. In order to prevent the 
bringing of said disease into this county and the spreading of same 
among our people, it is ordered and directed by this local Board of 
Health that the towns of Lily, Fariston, London, Pittsburg, East Bem- 
stadt, Altamont and Hazel Patch, be, and are hereby, declared under 
quarantine, and same is established in the towns aforesaid and railroad 
stations. 

It is further ordered that no household goods of any kind shall be 
shipped from any infected places of aforesaid district to any of the towns 
and railroad stations aforesaid, or into any di-strict under quarantine in 
this county; nor shall any goods aforesaid be received into any of the 
aforesaid railroad stations from said infected district. If any shall be 
shipped to any of the aforesaid stations by railroad or otherwise, same 
shall be held for disinfection at said station, subject to the order of this 
Board of Health or State Board. 

It is further directed that no person shall be permitted to come into 
any of the said towns and station® under quarantine from said infected 
district by trains or otherwise, unless he or they shall have a proper 
certificate from the proper oflacer or Board of Health before coming into 
any of said places under quarantine. And all persons coming from 
said infected districts without a proper health certificate shall be placed 
in quarantine, subject to the orders of this Board of Health or officer at 
such station; and all railroad trains coming into or through this county 
are hereby directed not to bring any person or persons or household 
goods into this county from any of said infected districts unless such 
person or persons or household goods are accompanied with a proper 
certificate from the Board of Health. All persons and goods (household) 
are directed to be held in quarantine at any of the said towns or sta- 
tions in this county until discharged by order of this Board of Health 
or State Board. 

We recommend all persons to be vaccinated at once. 

R. T. RAMSEY, M. D., 
JACKSON GIVENS, M. D., 
T. P. CALDWELL, M. D., 
H. V. PENNINGTON, M. D., 

Local Board of Health for Laurel County, Ky. 



London, Ky., April 5, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen : The Laurel County Fiscal Court yesterday notified our 
Board that they would not pay for any further expenses in maintaining 
inspection stations in this county; so our quarantine, modified as you 
suggested sometime ago, was raised yesterday, and all inspectors (five in 
number) withdrawn and railroad authorities notified that there were 
no longer any restrictions whatever to travel or shipment of goods in 
this county. Our vaccination ordinance has met the same fate that it 
has all along the line. In London we have enforced the law. In the 
mining towns of Lily, Pittsburg, EJast Bemstadt and Altamont tiiey have 
resisted it, and I fear your attention will be called to some of these towns 
In the near future. We should have given up some time a^o, as our 
county judge said that he would resign before he would fine any one 
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for not belnc vaeelnated in accordance with ordinance; but we are 
aware of tbe determined opposition you have met in ail your good work 
for the etAte, and how you have suoc«;eded by kef^pinx up the firing all 
alone the line and at all times. All honor to our State lioard of Health! 
We are nware of the tact that th«^ county Judgo haH nothing to do with 
oar quarantine and the payment of InspertorK, but rather than fl^ht it 
oat and take claims to circuit court, we have decldrKl to stop. 

Please to send me dome blank h for applif».tion for llc^fnBe to practice 
medicine. 

With best wishes, I remain, 

Vory truly, 

K. T. kamsf:y, 

S<;cretary. 



liOn^lon, Ky., March 1, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling (In^^m, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your h*ttfr of K^brujiry TZd re^U'Avf.<\ and contents 
noted. From our interpn-tation of rii^; Htatuu-H w<? conclude; that we 
bare the antbority to pans an ordinanf^r rorjulring all ixrrKons in our 
county to be Taccinate<l. The ronnty Jiidg«f and his court have the 
power to appoint phyHiclanB to vaccinate* th^? ixKjr who are unable to 
pay for same. We see that the law n;qulrf^H all i^erKcjnB to be vaccinated, 
bat there Is no penalty attached. Hut wc c^n, as a loc^l Board, being 
indoraed by the Btate Jkxird, tnkc Huch maanH hh we d^^em expedient for 
tbe protection of the people; of the county fmrn the outbreak or spread 
of any InfectiouH or contuKioim lUwuiWt, and any who fail or refuse to 
comply with such ordlnaru-f may Ik; finf^l not 1«*hh than $10 nor more 
than $100 for each rlay he f;iilH or n''glf;f;tK. 

I>oes the Btate Hour*] of ilfalth indorse the actior. taken by the Uk^I 
Board in passing this ordinance? 

Very truly, 

li. T. RAMSEY. 
S'-crMiiry Laurel County Board of Health. 



J^ondon, Ky., July 5, 1898. 
State Board of Hf^lth, Bowling Grf^;n, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The ljn\irf\ County Board of Health has l>een notified 
that there are two cas^^s of small-jKix in this county, lx»th cases on the 
London and ManclK*Bt^;r rfnid- one five miles out; the other ten miles. 
Dr. T. P. Caldwell and I this morning visited said places, and at Mr. 
Begley's house, Ave miU'S from here, we found one wll develope<l case. 
In a lady of fifty y^-ars; cas^j in piiKtnJar staKe, and t?'*ttin« alon^ well. 
There are ten oth^r m*Tnb^Ts of this family who have iKs^m f*x posed, and 
who have not Ik?**!! prot^-eterl h^-n-tofore by vaccination. One of the 
children has n;cov<'red from the dis^-asff, which was thought to have 
been chlcken-ijox. Quite ji numlx-r of pwjple have iKf^rn exr>os^?d at this 
house. The husli^ind t,his morning was complaining, with a tempfjra- 
ture of 102 2-0: no eruption pres^Tjt ; was taken sick ye.stenlay. 

We found another c^se t'-n miles from her*i; the conflu^mt type, also 
in pustular stagvr, who is quite sick; a^e, eighteen years. A large num- 
ber have been exitowiti by this case, owing to delay in diagnoaib. Dr. 



Oaldwell, who has seen, and who has treated hereAoEorB aeveral c 
amall-pox, says that the dlftgnoals of BmaJl-pox fe beyond dispute. Wa 
are doing what we ctm at this late hour, and we shall be pletiaed to have 
any euggeatlons or any iisalstanc* in this mB*ter which you deem neces- 

Very truly, 

R, T. RAMSEY. 
Secretary Laurel County Board of Health. 



I 



Manchester, Ky.. July 12. 1898. ^H 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky, ^1 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your 
telegjajn of July 9. "Small-pos; London. Go on first train. Report 
to Dr. Ramsey," I proceeded lo London. a.rriving at 3:30 a. ra., July lOth. 
I reported to Dr. R. T. Ramsey, health officer of Laurel county. I found 
that after a conversation with Dr. Ramsey a differernt aiaite of affairs 
from that uaually found when w-e are called upon for lid. The County 
Board had received the report froin Dr. Ramsey that they had live 
casea'of amall-pox in the noiiiheastem end of their county. It is with 
pleasure that I report to you the promptneBS with which the Board. 
through Dr. Ramsey, i^ounty health otDcpr, diagnosed and used measures 
to isolate and vaeoinaLe and to Djevent the spread of the iiiaeaae In this 
county. In company with Dr. Ramsey I left I^ondon Sunday morning, 
July loth, and proceeded at once to the infected district. On Investiga- 
tloD I find three cases of confluent small-pox and two caaea of discrete 
amall-pox. Prooeedlng In the direction of Manchester, Clay county. I 
found, ]uHt over the Laurel county border, one case of confluent and 
two of discrete. After a further investigation in this Immediato neieh- 
borhood, I learned that there were some ten or fifteen additional eaeee. 
I had not the time (o see them all. In company with deputy sheriff of 
Clay county I arrived at Manchester at night of the same day. I at 
once called together the local Board and the county Judge. It had l>een 
report*"! to the Judge several days before that amall-pox existed in the 
county- He sent ex-Judge Everaole, who liad formerly had the disease, 
out to investigate, and he made out a diagnosis of small-pox. In con- 
versation with Dr, Sandlln, of Manchester. I learned that some three 
weeks before, a tramp woman by the name of Annie Dixon, from Horse 
Creek neighborhood. Jackson county, had applied to him for treatment 
(or a auaplcloua eruptive disease. After prescribing for her he Inter- 
rogated her as to where she livwl and where she had been in the la*t 
week, and elicited the fact that she had spent four or five days in the 
neiKhborhood of Bush, Laurel county. It is well to state here that It 
was in tbe homes of the peopte who housed this woman that the dla- 
ease was found three weeks later. 

It took two days to get the Clay County Court together. In the 
n)«antlme the local Board had oi^anl^ed and selected Dr. J. H. 
Burchell health ofBcer, with instructions to go into the i-nfected dis- 
trict and isolate and vaccinate all that he could find who had l)een ex- 
posed to the disease. On the morning of the 12tb the county court met, 
presided over by Judge White, and I want to say that If all counties lo 
Kentucky had such men at the head of their county government the 
State Board and local Boards would have but little trouble in controlling 
those outbreaks. The court met and indorsed the action of the County 
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Board, and unanimoiiflly voted to stand by the local Board, both morally 
aikl flnanolally. 

I ajn aadflfled that all the trouble here and in Laurel came from 
JackBon oomvty, and thart tJMre must be plenity of amall-poz there. Will 
tetum to iJOfDAxm to-worrofw. Wire me there if you think I should go 
on into tha;t county. It is a rough country, with terrible roads from all 
aooounts, and I would personally muoh prefer not to take the trip. Am 
mibjeot to orders, however. 

Respectfully, 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D., 
Inspector for State Board of Health. 



London, Ky., July 17, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Qentlemen: Thanks for sending Dr. Smock so promptly. Pest- 
house located ten miles from London; all the cases to date in same. 
Three new caaee to-day taken in, making in all eight cases in pesthouse 
and one oaae discharged. All doing well. Two suspects to-day. The 
three new cases developed in the Begley family, where it first started 
in this oounty. One suspect there now. One suepect in new family, 
whkdi family has been isolated for some time. I think we have things 
in very nice shape, and so far have had no fights and very few fusees. 

We sball add three new rooms to our pesthouse Tuesday. Will keep 
you advised every few days. No cases near London nor elsewhere in 
county reported. 

Yours, RAMSEY. 

Bxcuse pencil — in haste. 



VACCINATION ORDINANCE. 

At a meeting of the Laurel County Board of Health, held in London, 
Ky., on the SOth day of July, 1898, the following sanitary order was 
made: 

Whereas, Small-pox now prevails in this and the adjoining counties 
of Clay and Jackson, and in order to protect the citizens of Laurel 
county from said disease, and in order to curtail the expense incident 
to a continuance of quarantine indefinitely, the Board of Health of 
Laurel oounty do hereby order and direct that all persons resident or 
damidled in Laurel county, who have not been successfully vaccinated, 
shall immediately procure their vaccination or revacci nation, as the 
case may be; and all parents, guardians and other persons having the 
care or cuetody or control of any child or children, in said county, or 
who may have in their employ any minor or minors in said county, 
shall have the same vaccinated immediately. 

Provided, That this ordinance shall not apply to persons who pre- 
sent a certificate from a reputable physician that their physical con- 
dition Is such that vaccination is not expedient. 

R. T. RAMSEY, M. D., 

H. V. PENNINGTON, M. D., 

JACKSON GIVENS. M. D., 

Laurel County Board of Health. 
London, August 2, 1898. 

9 
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sons; am) the reasonftble expense thereof shall be borne by the fiscal 
court or oounoil having jurisdiction. 

Rule 11. Whenever a physi-ciaji is callleid upon to attend a case of 
small-pox, diphtheria, membraneous croup or acarlet fever (if such case 
be outside of the corporate limits of ajiy city where there ie no organissed 
Board of Health), it shall be his duty to placard the house In which suofi 
disease prevails, by placinig a flag or card not less than twelve inches 
long In a conspdcuous place on said house, the card or flag to be procuired 
from the county health officer on application. After the houfte is flagged 
or placarded all persons, and especially all children, all having the care 
of children and all godnjg where Children are, shall be excluded, except 
upon a permit from the Board of Health. When the disease has €nib- 
sided and the house is disinfected, the physician in charge shall caiuse 
the flag or card to be removed. When the above named di-seases occur 
within the corporate limits of a city or town where there is an organized 
Board of Health, the health officer, when duly notifled, shall cause said, 
cards or flags to be properly plaeed and removed. The card or flag for 
small-pox shall be yellow, and have the name of the disease prinsted 
thereon. The card or flag for diphtheria, membraneous croup and 
scarlet fever shall be red, with the name of the disease printed thereon. 
No person shall remove, or cause to be removed, any such card or flag, 
until a oertiflcate is made by the attending physician satiisfaotory to 
the health officer in authority, that the disease has subsided and all 
danger of contagion by reason of sucth disease is passed, and that proper 
disinfection satisfactory to the health officer has 'been accomplished. 
Any person causing the removal or mutilation of said card or flag before 
a proper certificate has been placed in the handis of the health oflflcer in 
authority, upon conviction, shall be subject to the penalties of law. In 
cities or towns flags or cards shall be provided by city or town authori- 
ties, and outside the corporate limits of cities or towns by county au- 
thorities. Every pihysidan attending a case of small-pox, diphtheria., 
membraneous croup, scarlet fever, or other communicable disease dan- 
gerous to the public health, shall use every reasonable precaution to 
prevent communicating the disease to others. 

Rule 12. It is herelby made the duty of any person having charge 
of the remains of one who has died of small-pox to cause the body to 
be interred within twelve hours after death; and it shall be the duty of 
any person having charge of the remains of those who died of small- 
pox, scarlet fever, dipih)t.heria and membraneous croup, to cauae said 
remains to be immediately wrapped in a sheet saturated with a solution 
of bi-chlorlde of mercury in the proportion of one ounce of bi-chloride 
of mercury to the gallon of waiter, and placed in a coffin, wfhich shall 
be securely closed, and the coffin not to be again opened. In all such 
cases the funeral shall be strictly private, and no public or church 
funeral held, or any person permiitted to enter the house containing the 
remains except the undertaker and his assistants and the clergyman, 
unless by permission of the Board of Health. 

PURIFICATION AND DISINFECTION. 

Rule 13. The room in which there has been a case of contagious 
disease dangerous to the public health, must be immediately disinfected 
following the recovery of the sick or the removal of the remains, as fol- 
lows, to wit: Thoroughly boil everything which can be so treated. All 
articles which can not be boiled must be spread out on chairs. Mat- 
tresses should be opened and stood on edge. Open all closets, chests or 
trunks, but let nothing remain in them. Paste strips or sheets of paper 
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this oounty, and to assUrt the State Board in cru9hiiig out the malady, 
and in order to carry out the direction of said State Board, that this 
Board quarautines against Jackson county, and by the authority vested 
in it doeB h0reby declare said Jackson county in a state of quarantine and 
forbids all persons to come directly or indirectly from said Jackson into 
this county, and forbids all persons residing in this county to enter 
said Jackson county without special permit from the State Board of 
Health, and warns each and all, under the severe penalties of the law, 
not to violate this regulation. The county judge and other officials are 
called upon to enforce this quarantine. All persons everywhere, and 
especially those near the infected district, are instructed and urged to 
have themselves vaccinated at once as the only preventive against the 
disease. 

By order of the Board of Health of Lee county, Ky. 



H. H. HARRIS, Secretary. 
This July 26, 1898. 



M. F. REED, M. D., President. 
J. M. BEATTY. 



Lee County Court, July Term, July 26. 1898. 

Whereas, Official information has been produced to the court that 
small-pox is prevalent in the county of Jackson, and on account thereof 
the State Board of Health has decreed said county of Jackson, and each 
of its inhabitants, to be in quarantine; and 

Whereas, The county of Lee has established quarantine along the 
boundary line between said Jackson and I^e counties, forbidding any 
person to enter or leave said county of Jackson without a special per- 
mit from the State Board of Health, under the pains and penalties of 
a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, or im- 
prisonment in the county jail of not less than ten nor more than sixty 
days. 

It is therefore ordered by this court that in order to enforce sadd 
quarantine of said State and County Boards of Health, that a sufficient 
number of guards be stationed at or near the Lee and Jackson county 
lines, on the several roads leading to or from said counties into the 
connfty of Lee, and that said guards be kept on said roads for such 
time as the court may deem necessary. 

It is further ordered by the court that any person entering into 
said Jackson county from the county of Lee, or coming into said county 
of Lee from the county of Jackson, if found in said county of Lee with- 
out said special permit, as aforesaid, be forthwith arrested by said 
guards, caused to be vaccinate<l and taken before some justice of the 
peace of Lee county to be dealt with according to law. 



A copy attest: 



G. W. CANN, 

Clerk Lee County Court. 



Lee County Court, July Term, July 26, 1898. 

It appearing to the satisfaction of the court that an epidemic of 
small-pox is now raging in the county of Jackson, and that in order to 
prevent its spread, that all persons residing along the lines of T.>ee and 
Jsjckson counties, or within live miles thereof, be and they are here'by 
directed to procure vaccination at the earliest day possible; and all 
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peirsonfl unable to pay for the same will be vacciuated at the expense of 
the county. 

A copy attest: G. W. CANN, 

Clerk Lee County Court. 



LESLIE COUNTY. 



Manchester, Ky., July 10, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: It is reported that there are a great many cases of 
small-pox in Leslie county. As many as 100 cases of this disease have 
been estimated by different reporters. They are doing noithing what- 
ever in the county or by citizens to limit its spread or stamp out con- 
tagion. 

Now, Clay county is in constant and daily oommunicajtion with 
Leslie. Indeed, througli Clay .lay the main lines of travel to railroad 
grtations and the outer world. The experience that Clay county had 
laETt year with this same disease cost her $2,000 direct outlay. We think 
the State Board should investigate the situation and take such steps as 
the menace to the public and the law would warrant. I am of opinion 
that any quarantine that Clay county might set up would be inadequate^ 
and communication would continue at a lively rate. 

Very respectfully, 

I. S. MANNING, 
President Clay County Board of Health. 



Manchester, Ky., August 2, 1899. 

9tate Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I went to Hyden, Leslie county, as requested; found 
plenty of small-pox, and nothing being done to stop it. Made arrange- 
ments with the county authorities to go to work at once, and think they 
will do so. I know they will. The Board of Health will consist of J. B. 
Walton, Abner Eversole, J. H. Lawrence, M. D., health officer. You 
can communicate with Dr. Lawrence, and he would like you to send 
him some little band-bills for distribution among the people touching 
the main points as to its prevention, etc. I will send in my report at 
once. 

Truly, 

J. R. BURCHELL, 

Inspector for State Board of Health. 



Hyden, Ky., August 26, 1899. 

9tate Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I am in receipt of your recent letter. We have about 
fifty patients with small-pox at present. The disease is gradually sub- 
siding. We think in reasonable time can have it stamped out. 
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Tlie adjoining countiee are ta aome exteii't in danger of the disease, 
though they are fighting against us in Perry county. 
I will keep you posted about the matter. 

Very respectfully, 

J. H. LAWRENOE, M. D., 

Health Officer of Leslie County. 



LINCOLN COUNTY. 

Stanford, Ky., March 13, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gesntlemein: Your letter came this afternoon. Being from home, on 
the wfur path, riding my Roeinaute, I didn't read it until just noiw. My 
reply may not reach you in time for the Board's meeting, yet I trust 
otherwise. Sowders, the real estate agent, nominally is a resident of 
Stanford, hut peripaitetic in his h<abits — here today, yonder to-morrow. 
He went to Columbus, Ohio, in January, to make some land or other 
real estaite deals. He is bibulously inclined. Shortly aJter leaving here 
it was learned by his friends that he was taking too much of tlie "biled 
Jutoe of the cereal com," and was in hard luck, his exchequer running 
low. One of his friends, in early February, went to Columibus. Inci- 
dentally, or accidentally, he met Sowders upon the street. The shoes 
and breeches were Sowders*, but his other wearing apparel evidently had 
belonged to some one else, being tattered and torn. He had traded his 
"store" clothes, and with the "boot" was still "eventuating" in. drinks. 
The friend inferred from Sowders* remark®, tho' he insisted that he 
was stopping at the "Chittenden," that his real local habitation, nightly, 
was at the Catholic Mission, where a fellow in need of a nap could get 
a balmy snore for the small sum of ten cents. This friend, also, saw in 
the dty papers that small-pox had broken out in the mission only the 
day ^betfore his arrival. He returned here on Saturday, the 11th of 
February; the Wednesday following, 15th, Sowders came in, sick, high 
fever, head and backache. Thursday felt miserable, drinking just a 
little bit; too much nausea for "highnballing." On this night drank a 
quart of bone-set tea; woke up Friday morning with an eruption. Went 
diown tofwn, consulted two doctors; one said his eruption was "stom- 
achal," the other that he had "Dutch" measles. Saturday he was up 
and aibout; was apprehensive that he had small-pox. His physicians 
didn't think so. Sowders knew where he haxi been, they didn't. On 
Sunday morning I was asked to make a diagnosis, which I did promptly 
— small-pox. In twenty-four hours we had him isolated in a nice, ro- 
bustly-ventilated pesthouse. No other case has made its appearance. 
His was a confluent attack, with throat complications. He is doing ele- 
gantly; desquamation now complete. Will discharge him Thursday 
nighft. 

Pardon the scribble, I'm writing with my wife's best pen — a regular 
holeHBticker. 

Yours truly, 

STEELE BAILEY, 

County Health Officer. 
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Stanford, Ky., September 10, 18M. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The first case of small-pox in this vlcinaige since the 
summer of 1887 (at which time a negro railroader, after a few days* ill- 
ness, died promptly from the confluent form of the disease) was pre- 
senited in the person of Jos. Sowder, white, forty years of age. He oame 
to town on the 11th of February, from Columbus, Ohio, Whither he had 
gone from this village about the first of January. He arrived at night, 
stopping at a tavern near the Ix>ui'sville & Nashville railway sitatlon. 
Feeling uncomfortably bad the morning after his arrival, he sent fior a 
doctor, who reported to me that he found him with a temperature of 
104 deg. F., violent headache and severe muscular pains; sore throat, 
and that it was probably a case of epidemic influenza. On the 12th, at 
noon, Sowder was able to report at the doctor's office, and further re- 
lated that he had had a fever for several daya An eruption, at this 
time, was seen over the forehead, in the pharynx, on the chest-wall, etc. 
Not suspecting variola, the attendant changed his opinion, aiid called it 
measles. On the 14th a vesicular rash covered the whole body. Com- 
plying with the request, as the health officer, I visiited the patient In his 
room in the Interior JoumaJ bulldin.g — he remained but one day and 
night at the hotel — made a critical examination and pronounced the case 
one of small-pox. At this time there was almost complete subsidence 
of the fever, but k beautiful, plainly visible eruption covered the body. 
The diagnosis was made known to the mayor and County Judge Bailey. 
By the afternoon of the following day a two-room, well ventilated house, 
with first-class sanitary surroundings, was made ready for occupancy, 
and by courtesy dubbed "an hospital." Pending the time of Soiwder's 
removal, the room he was occupying on Main street, the most busdmesB 
I)art of the village, was securely guarded, and from its portals the 
yellow flag was flown at full mast. I removed him at night to quiet the 
mental perturbation of the villagers, as a great many of them were 
ready for flight. The case was a full-fledged, confluent one; the ordeal 
severe, but the rubicon was passed safely wi)th only cicatrices on the 
site of the eruption, by which, in the future, he may be identified. On 
the 25th day of his detention he was given his disobarge papers. Every 
precaution was taken to prevent an outbreak in the community. Our 
efforts were crowned with success at Stanford. Vaccination was made 
compulsory, lymph tubes being employed instead of the points, with 
failure in the operation in not more than 5 per cent of the oases. Sow- 
der had never been vaccinated. From the beat information obtainable 
(we could learn nothing from him, as when asked about it, he only an- 
swered, "sharp words butter no parsnips"), the disease was either con- 
tracted while East (either Pittsburg or Philadelphia), or more likely at 
a Catholic mission at Columbus, Ohio, where this peripatetic gentleman 
had "babbed an eye" for a good many nights before his home-coming. 
The compound effect of liquor had reduced his exchequer; the misston 
was handy and cheap. The papers gave an account of an outbreak of 
small-pox at this hostelry three daj^s before Sowder came upon the 
scene here. 

On the 25th of February, news having reached the county judge 
that small-pox was in the "Deep Well Woods," a negro serttlement, ten 
or eleven miles from Stanford, I was asked to go and verify the state- 
ment. I found John VanDevere with a case of the discrete variety, 
which ran a typical course, the patient recovering. Then followed in 
this neighborhood twenty-six other cases, all being of the mild form of 
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the disease, except Tim Welch's wife, whose case was severe in the con- 
fluesit form. These Deep Well oases were under the immediate care of 
Dr. W. J. Edmi«ton, of Crab Orchard. On April 11th I visitted Crab Or- 
cheird at ni^ht, in company with County Attorney Harvey Helm, to ex- 
aminje four suspects — young white men — a diagnosi'S of smaM-pox was 
easily made. A peethouse was establl'Sihed one and a half miles from 
town, and Dr. J. D. Pettus put in charge. Each case proved a confluemt 
one. All recovered. 

The mayor of Crab Orchard telephoned me to visit his town on the 
14th of August, to make a diagnosis in the case of John TurnbuU, who 
was reported to have small-pox, but who would not permit any local 
doctor or one of his neighbors to enter his domicile. I went, bearded! 
the lion in his den, and found a confluent case, fully developed, and two 
of his children, who were recovering from the discrete form. As he 
was in his own home, and it isolated, he was permitted there to remain. 

In August there appeared at Rowland, a suburb of Stanford, eight 
cases of the discrete variety. All recovered. Whether other cases are 
to follow deponent sayeth not, but he is of the opinion that the Augean 
stables are about cleaned out. While vaccination has ibeen pretty gen- 
eral, there are some people with foolish fears who will not, with any 
amount of persuasion, have this simple protective operation performed. 

All praise should be bestowed upon the officers of the county for 
their supreme efforts to stamp out the disease. Counity Judge Bailey and 
Oounty Attorney Helm, at all times, have been ready and willing to give 
aid and comfort to the local Board of HeaHth. Not deeming it necessary, 
we did not quarantine against anything, or body, at any time. No one, 
80 far as we know, willfully or knowingly obstructed or resisted the 
powens given to the Board of Health. The ooet to the county because of 
this epddemic of small-pox will not exceed in money value more than 
three thousand dollars; the estimated loss of business, etc., would be 
tbiice that sum. 

Recapitulation. 

Number of cases in the county to date, 41; first case im- 
ported by Sowder, probably from Columbus, Ohio ; first case in Deejp Well 
Woods, contracted from a case, a negress, who came on a visit from Gin- 
einxiati, C, and who returned to that city and died from the disease. 
The epidemic sprang from this source. The young white men caught 
K, possi'bly, from some indiscreet visits made to the Deep Woods. This 
has been suggested; I would not aver it. The poison was and is still 
in tiie foroe, as evidenced by the cases of Tumbull and those recently 
occurring at Rowland. 

Yours truly, 

STEELE BAILEY, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



LIVINGSTON COUNTY. 

Grand Rivers, Ky., April 27th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I report a case of small-pox; it is positive, at the 
GmYol Switch, one mile west of Grand Rivers, on the Illinois Central 
Railjpoad. This pit is operated by the above company, employing about 
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150 men. On the ISth inst, Supt Surgeon Dr. D. G. Murreil, oC 
Psadaoah, roported two patients thajt came to the oompany^s hOBpttal 
from this pit, which proved within a few days to be small-po>x. 

To-day Assistant Superintendent Dr. J. Q. Taylor saw, with me, 
a patient— evidently amall-pox. The patient is isolated in a oaar, tlMmgh 
donbtleas fifty men have had an opportunity, and these fifty men many 
of them c(»ne up to our town; some live in town. 1 have sucoeBaCally 
vaccinated the layout of employes of the company. I am expecting a 
great outbreak of small-pox; whaA; can and will the State Board suggest 
and do to help us? Act quickly. I am vaccinating the entire commu- 
nity, all who will accept of it. Answer. 

Yours, 

A. J. DRISKELL, 

Member County Board Health. 



Office Health Officer, 

Jefferson County, Ky., 

Louisville, Ky., May 6, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I foimd things in a bad way at Gravel Pit, one mile 
west of Grand Rivers. They have four cases of small-pox now in ne- 
groes confined in an old boarding car on the side track of the I. C. R. R. 
One eruptive case got away from them and was found, so I learned, at 
Princeton. Fifteen suspects, actual exposures, also got away and have 
gone, the Lord only knows where. The trouble there was the same as at 
other places — delayed diagnosis. Two cases left and went into Padu- 
cah. I found on my arrival that Dr. Driskell had d<»e all he could, 
backed up by Drs. Murrell and Taylor, of Paducah, the I. G. surgeons. 
No guaid had been placed over, these men. No guessing the number 
of oyposiires. I went to Smithland the same day I reached Gmnd 
Rivers. Did not get to Smithland until 9 p. m. It is twenty-five miles 
from the railroad, over as rough a road as you found m tlie mountains. 
Judge Evans, of the Livingston County Court, very promptly called hfs 
court toi'elber, and I took much pleasure in placing Uic matter in a 
strong way before them. The trouble with the ma^strates was tliat theij 
insisted that the railroad company should take care ol these negroeB^ 
I explained to them that the railroad could not restrain the movemenits 
of r. sjrglo citizen without laying thcnjselves lialile tor heavy damagos. 
Your local Board of Health at Smithland had done nothing. It had not 
even occurred to any one that they existed, or that they had any au- 
thority in the matter. Mail the young Dr. Duling a commission as mem- 
ber of Board. I believe his initials are the same as his father's. Dris- 
kell is a good man, but a very timid one. The fiscal court had taten 
action by making an order that each magistrate should appoint a phy- 
sician to vaccinate the poor and take charge of any one of their oitiaens 
who should become afflicted with small-pox; that the state and the 
d — d railroad should be made to care for those negroes at Grand River. 
They seemed to feel like they were sorry they had a railroad in their 
county. You know just about how they talked about the matter. I 
succeeded in getting them to order everything I recommended. Had to 
threaten them with a state quarantine before they would vote. Tlia 
Judge and county attorney were ail right. They will be very f<»tiiaiate 
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if tbey do not liaye lota of trouble at Grand Rivers. I got back this 
mamixke:, completely worn out by tbe 25-mlle round trip over thoae hills. 
I believe things are in good shape now, or in as good as could be ex- 
pected under the circumstances. 

Yours respectfully, 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D., 
Inspector for the State Board of Health. 



MoCRACKBN COUNTY. 

Pa4ucah, Ky., April 19, 1899. 

fixate Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Arrived here 4:26 a. m. Met Dr. Rivers this a. m. at 
10 o'clock. Went with him over the ground and saw 16 eruptive cases, 
12 of which were in the eruptive hospital. Same trouble here that Dr. 
Long had three years ago. A misunderstanding between the mayor 
and the local Board of Health. Mayor right this time. After a con- 
ference with local Board met with City Ooimcil to-night, and, as a re- 
sult of my visit, things are in good shape. Do not fear any more trouble 
of the same nature, but am satisfied that they are into it here good and 
strong. Small-pox in two places across the river in Illinois. 

It is needless to tire you with a dietailed account of the trooDbles 
tbey had here, for they are of the same nature of a number of others 
'With which you are very familiar. I leave for home at 1:25 a. m. Will 
^o over the ground in detail when I see you. 

Yours, 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D., 
Inspector for the State Board of Health. 



MADISON COUNTY. 

Richmond, Ky., April 6, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your letter just to hand. We raised the quarantine 
on B and Irvine streets two days after you were here, as soon as we got 
all the sick and suspects out to the camp. The case I found Saturday 
on First street was taken out at once. The boy I found in bed with her 
got away from the police end left for Chiicago same night The faoucie 
was locked immediately after removing patient, and opened to-day for 
fumigation for the first time since. So no quarantine was laid. I cun 
watching the city. Do house-to-house inspection each day. Waiting 
for developments in the county. We have another trial set for to-mor- 
row, 9 a. m. If it don't go right will have it put off until Monday, so 
that you may get here. I would be pleased to have you come up. No^ 
body on earth I would rather see than you on 'most any occasion, espe- 
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PASTER. 

CERTIFICATE OF UNDERTAKER. 

I (or We) hereby certify tlhlat the acoompanying dead body of 

(If a minor, give parents' name also ) 

Consigned to Address State of 

has been prepared by me (or us) striatly in accordance with the rules of 
the State Board of Health for transportation by railway, and in con- 
formity with said rules, as printed on the back of this permit. 

Shipping Undertaker. 

Residence 



NOTICE OF A NUISANCE. 

Ky 19.... 

To the Board of Health of : 

Gentlemen: Your attention is respectfully called to the existence 

of a nuisance on the premises of 

at in couaty, ariising fromi 

The address of (the owner, agent or occupant) 

is 

Respectfully, 



P. O. Address Ky. 



NOTICE TO ABATE A NUISANCE. 

Office of the Board of Health. 

Ky., 19 

To , owner, agent or occupier 

of premises, situated in 

county, Kentucky. You are hereby notified and required to abate and 

remove, within days from the date of the service 

hereof, a certain nuisance on the above described property, consisting 

0(f 

which nud'sance has been declared by the 

Board to be prejudicial to the public health. Your failure to do this 
will subject you to the penalties imposed by the statutes of the Com- 
monwealth of Kentucky. 

By order of the Board. 

M. D., 

Secretary and Executive Officer. 





LaivSy Rules and Regulations. 19Ji 

NOTICE TO BE VACCINATED. 
Office of the Board of Health. 

By virtue of authority vested in it by law the BocLrd 

of Health reepectfully requests you to be vaccinated within the aext 
hours. 

By order of the Board. 

M. D., 

Health Officer. 



Rule 55. Each local Board of Health shall procure the publication 
of such of the foregoing rules from time to time as will meet indlcatione. 
and emergencies that may arise, and as will best promote and protect 
the public health. 

The rules and regulations made by the State Board of Health and 
adopted by the various local Boards, in accordance with powers given by 
the act creating the State an-d Local Boarde of Health, etc., are laws to 
be obeyed by every individual in the state. 

All prosecutions for violations of the statute law, or the rules of 
local Boards of Health, should be instituted by the several county or 
prosecuting attorneys of this state upon information of such local 
Boards. 

The above rules and regulations are hereby adopted, and all rules 
and regulations heretofore promulgated by circular, card or pamphlets, 
or through newspaper publications, in conflict with the foregoing, are 
hereby revoked. 

By order of the Board. 

J. M. MATHEWS, M. D., President. 

J. N. McCORMACK, M. D., Secretary. 



13 
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&a follows: One (1) malignant, seventteen (17) wedl-marked, and thirty- 
five (35) discrete. I ehall not attempt in thie summary to give any rea^ 
sons for so low a mortality. In seairchlng stajti&tioB I find no where so 
low a mortality. It is a noteworthy fact that the vlflitatlon to our state 
this year has been characterized by a very low death rate. Thia was 
true at Mlddlesboro, and also at Jellico. 

I will conclude by statins that if all counties in the state, when vis- 
ited by an epidemic of this nature, would profit by the ex];>erieince of the 
officials, together with the people of Riohmond and Madison county, 
insure prompt action amd hearty co-operation wlith tihe repreeeoLtatd/veB 
of the State Board, that thousands of dollars could be saved, as well as 
numbers of valuable lives. 

Again making mention of the valuable aid rendered by Drs. Poynts 
and Smith, together with Judge Sullivan and Mayor Smith, I respect- 
fully submit to you this a« my official report. 

Yours very truly, 

B. W. SMOCK, M. D., 
Inspector for the State Board of Health. 



Richmond, Ky., Aug. 18, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: As requested, I have the honor to report that the first 

cases of small-pox occurred in this city on the day of Pe1>ruary, 

1898. The contagion was from a negro who escaped from quarantine 
at Knoxville, Tenn., coming directly to this city, and stopping with a 
negro woman and her sister in a small house near the colored Methodist 
church, where the first cases were contracted. Both of the women had 
the disease; a negro man and woman who visited the strange negro took 
the disease. The man was seen on the streets, particularly at night, 
after he had broken out. The woman died before she could be removed 
to the pesthouse. These two cases I saw and confirmed the dfla^rnocris. 
They were seen smbsequently by Dr. Smock and yourself. The disease 
spread rapidly and the alarm was very great. We hurriedly constructed 
hospitals half mile from the city, building plank houses with good 
floors, flues, etc., putting in stoves; nailed strong paper on the wbUs, 
which made the rooms as comfortable as any of the homes formisrly 
occupied by the patients. The greatest number of cases contracted the 
disease in the house occupied by the negro man who had been seen on 
the street. It was a house of ill-fame. The negro woman who kept 
it also set up court day dinners. Some parties, both white and black, 
had visited this place on court day in March. They went home and 
broke out and were afterward located and brought to the hospital. 

Dr. M. W. Gibson was selected as medical superinitendent, and no 
better or more efflci€nt medical man could have been chosen. 

The number of cases treated In hospital was 53, including whiites 
and negroes. 

The cost to the county and city, all told, was $4,200.00. The esti- 
mated loss in business amounted to $10,000. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. M. POYNTZ, 
President Board of Health Madison County. 
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MARION COUNTY. 

Liebanon, Ky., Aug. 8th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Referring to yours of Ist Inat. regarding the dmall- 
pox outbreak at Lebanon, I would say that there has been a total of 
thirteen cases at Lebanon, all confined to two houses. 

The first five cases occurred among the white servant girls at the 
Norrifi House. These cases were isolated in a large room adjacent to the 
Norris House, conducted through to conveiescenoe, removed, and the 
room cleaned up and fumigated, without the Board of Health or the 
public knowing anything about them. 

'Hie next case, also a servant girl at the Norris House, developed 
small-pox atyout ten days after the first five cases had been removed. This 
case was isolated in the same room and kept there until she recovered. 
Soon after this case developed, the attending physician reported it and 
the facts in reference to the other sulMiequent cases to the Board of 
Health.' The Board, after mature consideration, concluded that as tills 
case was a very mild one, was completely isolated and every precautloti 
had been taken to protect the public against any further extension, it was 
best that it should not be removed. Several days after this case devel- 
oped at the Norris House, a young boy who had been employed about 
the hotel, and who lived on the outskirts of town, developed an eruption, 
but as he was not very sick a physician was not called to see him. 
After he had been in the eruptive stage one week a physician by chance 
saw him and reported it to the Board of Health. The family to which 
the boy belonged was composed of eight children, a father and mother. 
None of them except the father had been vaccinated. During the week 
before this case was known to be smaJl-pox, ten or twelve persons vis- 
ited this house, and they were scattered all over the county. These 
visitors were hunted up, vaccinated and told to remain at home for two 
weeks. 

The whole family having been exposed for over a week, it was 
thought unnecessary to separate the family; so they were isolated and 
vaccinated. 

In this family seven cases developed, all of mild character, and all 
recovered. None of the visitors contracted the disease. 

Ten days or two weeks before the first case at the Norris House de- 
veloped, one of the servant girls there slept in a bed at the Brlcken 
House which had been occupied by a young lady recently returned from 
Lexington. Soon after returning from Lexington this young lady had 
what was supposed to be chicken-pox. She was not attended by a phy- 
ddan. 

With the exception of one of the five cases at the Norris House, 
which was confluent, all the cases were mild. There was no death. In 
dealing with the outbreak we had the thorough co-operation of the town 
and county authorities. 

I am unable to state the cost to the county, but it will possibly not 
exceed (1200.00) two hundred dollars. 

The loss to business would have been very small had it not been 
that some of our neighboring towns, notably Springfield, spread exag- 
gerated reports to gain a commercial advantage. 

Yours truly, 

R. C. McCHORD. 
Health Officer for Marion County. 
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MASON COUNTY. 

MaysvlUe, Ky., October 4tli, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed letter from Dr. Savaige explains itself. 
Germantown, the doctor's home, is a little town on the line between 
this (Mason) and Bracken counties, and his home is on the Bracken side 
of the line. 

If you have not made any other arrangements, and desire it, I will 
go down and take the steps for, or rather advise with the authorities 
and the Board of Health, if they have one, as to what should be done 
for the suppression of the disease. Since I wrote you I have liad several 
cases of small-pox in the Germantown neighborhood. These cases were 
taken to and treated at our peethouse. All recovered. I am afraid 
the disease may get over the line into our county, and I have a selfisb 
interest to prevent it if possible. I owe you an ai)ology that I did mot 
report my cases to you for publication in your report to the governor. 
I have been sick all summer, and when the day's labor was over I have 
felt very little like writing. 

I treated six cases of the disease (all negroes) in April, May and 
June, from the Washington neighl)orhood (four miles from here). Had 
several hundred vaccinations made, and quarantined all suspected per- 
sons. The disease was limited to the above-mentioned cases in a com- 
munity with a large and helpless negro population. 

In August the disease was discovered in a negro family in the Fern 
Leaf neighborhood, which is near Grermantown. 

The family, ten (10) in number, were taken to the pesthouse. Two 
of the family had small-pox. Two weeks later a negro woman in the 
same neighborhood, and living with a prominent farmer, was reported 
to have the disease. I visited the woman with Dr. B. C. Dimmett, of 
Germantown, found a typical case of small-pox, and had her taken at 
once to the pesthouse. sent these people home cured September 2d. 
The patients all recovered. 

Such, my dear doctor, in brief, is a history of the outbreak of small- 
pox in our county in the year 1899. 

The fiscal court this day allowed me the magnificent sum of eigbty 
dollars for my services. I am making no complaint, and hope to re- 
ceive a fair compensation at their next meeting. 

The eighty dollars were allowed me for my services in looking after 
and investigating these cases before sending them to pesthouse, where 
I was expected to treat them as infirmary physician without additional 
compensation al>ove my annual salary. 

I judge from the letter of Dr. Savage, who, by the way, is a most 
intelligent and worthy man. that there is considerable anxiety with his 
people as to small-pox, and I am very much afraid that it will get into 
our county unless prompt measures are taken for its suppression. If 
you wish me to go to Bracken county, probably you had better wire me 
and r will go at once. I think I would know how to help these good 
people out of their trouble. With best wishes, 

Yours respectfully, 

JAMES SHACKLEFORD, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky., 3-21-'98. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I enclose you some ordinances passed by our council, 
also an order made by me as health officer, under your advice and by 
order of county Judge and local Board of Health. I hope they will 
meet with your approval. Has the governor vetoed our medical law? 
It is so reported here. 

Yours truly, 

W. R. THOMPSON, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



NOTICE OF VACCINATION. 

By the authority vested In me as health officer of Montgomery 
county, Ky., and acting with orders from State and County Boards of 
Hecdth, in order to prevent the outbreak and spread of small-pox, which 
is now raging in Middlesboro, Pineville, Jellioo, Richmond an4 other 
points in EJastem Kentucky, and which is spreading with alarming 
rapidity in the direction of this county, It is now hereby ordered that 
all persons in this county be vaccinated immediately. The laws of 
Kentucky provide that all persons who fail or refuse to comply with the 
requirements of the Board of Health, shall be subject to a fine of from 
$10 to $100 for Buoh n<»glect. Each citizen is therefore directed to at 
once comply with the foregoing order. 

W. R. THOMPSON, 
Health Officer for Montgomery County. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky., March 19, 1898. 



ORDINANCE. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Board of Council of Mt. Ster- 
ling, Ky. 

That all persons who shall come into said city from the counties 
of Whitley, Btell or Madison, or from any other portions of this state 
or country, that is infected with small-pox, without having first pro- 
cured from the health officer of the county and state from which he 
comes a certificate of health, shall be fined not less than five nor more 
thaai twenty dollars. 

Any railroad company or common carrier who shall bring into the 
dfty Hm<it8 of said city any person from the counties of Whitley, Bell, 
Madison, or any district in this state or country infected with small- 
pox, when such person shall not have in his possession a certificate of 
health as aforesaid, shall be fined on conviction not less than five nor 
more than twenty dollars for each offense. 

This ordinance shall take effect from and after its passage and pub- 
lication, as required by law. 

GEO. W. BAIRD, Mayor. 

THOS. D. JONES, City Clerk. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky., March 19, 1898. 
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ORDINANCE. 

Be it Ordained by the Mayor and Board of Council of Mt. Ster- 
ling, Ky.: 

That all persons residing or liyting in the oity of Mt. Sterling, Ken- 
tucky, are required to be vaccinated, except those who have had small- 
pox. All persons 21 years of age or over Bhall procure their own. vcbc- 
cination. Any one unable to pay for vaccination can procure it by ap- 
plying to Drs. C. B. Duerson or W. R. Thompson. 

That all parents, guardians or other persons having the care, cus- 
tody or control of any child or children, or who may have in their em- 
ploy any minor or minors, shall have same vaccinated. 

That the city physician be instructed to procure for the city a suffi- 
cient number of good and reliable vaccine points to vaccinate the pau- 
per element of the city. 

That each of the parents, guardians and persons mentioned In tills 
ordinance for every failure or refusal to comply with the requirements 
hereby imposed upon them shall be fined not less than two nor moi^ 
than twenty dollars for each failure or refusal. 

This ordinance shall take effect from and after its passage end pub- 
lication as required by law, and all laws or parts of same in comflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

March 19, 1898. 

GEO. W. BAIRD, Mayor. 
THOS. D. JONES, City Clerk. 



Mt. Sterling, Ky., July 11, '99. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Doctor: I have to report that the small-pox has been stamped 
out in Levee precinct of this county. Dr. Duerson has recovered from 
his attack of varioloid, and everything destroyed that was used In the 
camp that could possibly carry the disease. This was done on July the 
3d. I have further to report that another case made its appearance lauM; 
Saturday in another part of the county. Can get no history of exposure 
to the cases we had, and am at a loss to know w<here it came frook It 
Is genuine small-pox beyond a doubt. We ihave established a pesthouae 
in the house occupied by the patient, and a camp of detention near by, 
where we have all the "suspects** quarantined. We were congratulat- 
ing ourselves on getting off so well with the other outbreak, and thought 
all was over when this one appeared. The county Board is standing by 
us now better than ever, as this case is in the midst of the best section 
of our county— the Cumings precinct. The cost of first outbreak will 
be in neighborhood of $1,500.00. Will render itemized report when all 
is over. Regards to Dr. Mc, Jr. 

Yours fraternally, 

W. R. THOMPSON, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 
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MUHLENBERG COUNTY. 

Central City, Ky., April 24th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I will state the amall-pox situation. The two colored 
girhsi, whose vaccination did not take good, had varioloid and are well. 
Herbert Myers, the last one to take the small -pox, is doing well; the 
scabs are formed and some coming off. The two cases of small-pox and 
two cases of varioloid have all been in one family of colored people at 
Bevi)e(r, Ky. I have not allowed any one to leave the house and yard since 
April lat, when I first saw the first case, wMch died nine days after he 
was broke out. The balance of the family, seven in all, have fine scars 
from the vacoinatloin, and I have them to keep the house and yard, 
clothing and everything washed clean with hot water and soap, and 
use disinfectants. I do not beUeve any one else will take it from those 
cases after a reasonable time. I still keep the place well guarded. If 
no one else takes the small-pox, when do you consider it safe to let them 
free. I mean how many days after the last case is able to wash and 
bathe all over after getting up? 

I am glad the fool-killer will not be around for a few months, as I 
think he would reap a fine harvest in our part of Muhlenberg county. 
I guess human nature is nearly the same everywhere, but I think we can 
furnish the largest crop of any vicinity on earth. Please advise me 
how long a time I shall keep them isolated after the last case gets up. 

Youire truly, 

M. t>. CREEL, M. D., 
Health OflScer Muhlenberg County. 



Fiscal Court for Muhlenberg county met at the court-house in 
Greenville, Ky., on Monday, April 3d, 1899. Present, T. J. aparks. 
Judge, and the following Justices of the peace appeared in court and 
took their seats, viz.: J. R. Randolph, J. S. Eades, C. W. Clsney, Jr., 
T. M. Ingram, and J. Wallace Gates; G. B. Williams and S. O. Sears be- 
ing aibsent. 

On motion of J. Wallace Gates, it is hereby ordered that the local 
Board of Health of this county, be and is hereby authorized to draw 
upon the sheriff of Muhlenberg county for an amount not otherwise 
appropriated, sufllcient to stamp out small-pox at Bevier, or at any other 
points in said county where said disease may break out, and that said 
Board shall use all economy in said expenses, and render an itemized 
account of said expemses to the fiscal court of said county at its next 
reerator October, 1899, term. 

The vote for the adoption of said order stood: Ayes, unanimous. 

Minutes were read and approved, and it is ordered that court do 
now adjourn. 

T. J. SPARKS, J. M. C. C. 



Central City, Ky., Aug. 1, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen : While I submit this report as a true and correct state- 
ment of the facts, I would state that the Board — and more especiadly 

10 
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myself — have suffered much, from malicious and mendacious characters 
of both sexes. Some of my friends have noMy met the fulminations 
of these designing and maligning persons, which I do most highly ap- 
preciate. I oame to the conclusion that the good old psalmist spoke the 
truth when he said: "All men are liaxs," and they go "lyins from their 
mother's womb." Men who were considered men of veracity took the 
lead in misrepresenjtation and foul mendacity. Your reporter went 
through this fiery ordeal without stopping to answer or explain, and it 
is with a clear conscience, before God and man, I submit this report. 

There was one vociferous howl aJl over the adjacent country: 
"Creel and the other doctors are deceiving the peoirle in order to fill 
their greedy pockets.** "It is nothing but Chicken-pox or soms sort of 
ttch." While these things were freely circulated, still not one would go 
near Bevier; were afraid even to stand guard. I learned to value the 
old KLw: "Bold in counsel, cowardly in war." And the cowards in this 
case are legion. Ruf. Myers (col.) came from Paducah, Ky., March 
'18th, 1899, to Bevier, Ky., and on the 22d of March (inst) he was taken 
with headache, backache and sopethroat, and was quite sick until 
March 29th, when he began to break out; and I was called to see him 
on the morning of April 1st. I found him very sick, with a well-devel- 
oped case of small-pox. 

I reported the case to the county judge, T. J. Sparks, and he re- 
ported to Dr. A. Lewis, one of the Board of Health, and they wired me to 
come to Greenville, Ky., on the evening of April 1, 1899. The county 
judge notified all the magistrates to meet at the courthouse on Monday, 
April 3, 1899, to take measures to assist the County Board of Health in 
stajmpinig out the smaJl-pox at Bevier, Ky. All the magistrates met 
with the county judge on Monday, April 3, 1899, and passed the e«i^ 
dorsed order for money, that the County Board of Health might have 
the necessary funds to exterminate the disease. The funds were used 
as enclosed bills, for guards, medicines, provisions, funeral expenses, 
physicians* services, etc. Ruf. Myers had been a brakeman on the Illi- 
nois Central railroad, and had slept with a colored brakeman at Padu- 
cah, and when the negro broke out he came home to his father, Peter 
Myers, at Bevier, Ky., and did not report that he had been exposed until 
after small-pox had developed. On April 2d, the people at Bevier con- 
cluded that Myers might not have small-pox, and they telegraphed for 
Dr. Hendricks, of Central City, Ky., who had had small-pox several 
years ago, and had treated several cases of the disease. He visited Ruf. 
Myers and pronounced it a genuine case of small-pox. This was done 
before I knew that he — Dr. Hendricks — ^had been sent for. I vaccinated 
all the Myers family and revaccinated. There were no cases of small- 
pox among those on whom the vaccine had the proper effect; but in 
cases where the vaccine failed, they had the disease. Peter Myers and 
two girls had small-pox in a light form, their arms having been but little 
sore. The vaccine did not take on the boy, Herbert Myers, and he was 
very sick of the disease and came near dying. Ruf. Myers, the first 
case, died, 2d April at 6 p. m. Dr. Hendricks took supper with Perry 
Hill, an old friend, whom he had not seen since his return from Texas, 
and he shook hands with each one, and about three weeks afterward 
Mrs. Hill was taken with small-pox. and then her husband. Perry Hill, 
and their son Sutton. They all had a light form of the disease, but were 
well pitted on their bodies. Miss Malissa Lewis, who lived in the next 
house, thirty feet distant, visited them and was in the house every day, 
and had small-pox in a confluent form, and at the worst stage some one 
set fire to Mr. Perry HilFs house at three different points at 1 o'clock in 
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the niffl^ >nd tliey iMtrely escaped with their lives and did not save 
anytliiiii:. Just at that time a heavy rain came up, while tliey were 
moTins their sick to a stable. The rain saved Robt Lcmden's dwelling 
house, and Dajrton L». Lewis' house, one on each side of Mr. Hill's house. 
Wm. Lewis helped to take Miss Lewis to the stable, while she was weU 
broken out, and in three weeks he was taken of smail-pox. Robt. 
Loaden had small-pox some years ago. I vaccinated Robt. Londen's 
wife. It took w^l on her, and she did not have small-pox. altboagh 
she had nursed Miss Lewis all the time. All escaped small-pox on 
whom the vaccine had the proper effect. 

Rofus Myers died April 2, 1899. There were ten cases of small-pox 
in alL 

Respectfully, 

M. P. CREEL, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



NELSON COUNTY. 

Bardstown, Ky., May 8th, 1899. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack. 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Doctor: Miss Maggie Barnes was at the home of her brother, 
Charlie Barnes (at Lebanon Junction), whom you saw there with the 
eruptive disease now or recently prevailing there, and returned to her 
home at Mr. Dick Montgomery's, near Hunter's, and three miles from 
here, on the loth ult. Three days afterward she was taken with fever, 
headache and backache and broke out on the third day. Dr. Pope saw 
her three or four days afterward and pronounced it a genuine case of 
snall-pox. About a week after Dr. Pope saw the case Dr. Williams saw 
her, and called it chicken-pox, and in last FYiday's issue of our town 
pot in a card in regard to the case, a copy of which I herewith 



To the Public: 

On May the 1st Mr. Dick Montgomery, who lives near Hunter's. 
called me to examine Miss Maggie Barnes, whose illness had been pro- 
nooneed genuine small-pox. I found it a genuine chicken-pox in mild 
form. The neighbors and public generally may rest assured that there 
is no danger. This notice is made at the request of the Montgomery 

T. D. WHLIAMS. M. D. 
1, May 5. 



Sinee then four others of the family have taken sick, with the usual 
pnnwmn ced symptoms, and Drs. Pope and Gore went to see them to-day 
and aay it is undoubtedly small-pox. the three children being broken 
out, they haying been recently vaccinated, and the mother, who was 
takeo a day or two after the children, not having been vaccinated, is 
yery sick, with fever, headache, backache, vomiting, etc.. though no 
ei uptl on has yet appeared in her case, this being the third or fourth day 
sf her sidEness. 

On fioooont of Williams' card there are a great many people here 
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who do not believe it is small-pox, and we would be greatly obliged to 
you if you will come out immediately and decide the matter. 

You could go out to Hunter's on the morning train, and Dr. Pope 
will meet you there and take you to Montgomery's and back in good 
time for the afternoon train, and can give you full particulars and his- 
tory of the case, etc. 

Notify Dr. J. L. Pope, Bardetown, at once if it is so you can oome, 
so he will know when to meet you. 

Yours truly, 

A. G. BLINCOE, 

County Health Officer. 



Bardstown, Ky., Aug. 5th, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your favor of the 1st inst. asking for a brief history 
of the small-pox in this county received. 

Our first case was a colored man, who came here from the work- 
house in Louisville with varioloid about the middle of February last. 

This disease made its next appearance in a white family on the 
Shepherdsville road, about three miles from town, about the last of 
April. The first case there was a young lady, who had been with her 
brother, whom you saw suffering with the disease at Lebanon Junction. 
Four other members of the family took it from her. 

There was also a case of varioloid four miles west of town about the 
middle of May in the person of a young man who had been visiting in 
Louisville. 

This makes a total of seven cases in the county. The usual pre- 
cautions of vaccinating and quarantining were taken in all the cases, 
and the disease did not spread. All the cases were in mild form, amd 
there were no deaths. 

The case of varioloid here was in the outskirts, not near any of the 
streets leading directly in or out of town, and the people did not atop 
coming in, so there was little or no interference with business here. 

Probably five hundred dollars would cover the whole cost of vac- 
cinating, quarantining, doctors* bills, etc., on account of these cases. 

Yours truly, 

A. G. BLINCOE, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



NICHOLAS COUNTY. 

Louisville, Ky., November 20th, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: In compliance with your order by wire of November 
14th, I left Louisville on the first train for Carlisle, Nicholas county, 
Ky. Arrived there on the evening of the 15th. Was met at train by 
Dr. Malcom Dills, county referee. 

On the morning of the 16th, in company with Dr. G. W. Grimes, who 
had been appointed by the County Board, health offloer for Nicholae 
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county, we drove to the infected neighborhood, known as Stony Creek 
precinct, five miles north of Carlisle. 

After arriving I lefumed that on the tenth day of August last a man 
came from Bloomington, Illinois, and took lodging at one Esquire Mc- 
Cann's. In a few days after his arrival he was taken aick, and devel- 
oped an eruption covering the whole of his body. A neighboring physi- 
cian was called to see him. and as the result of several visits the doctor 
finally diagnosed yellow chicken-pox. In fifteen days five members of 
the McCann family were seized with the same malady, among the num- 
ber b^ng a girl about fourteen or fifteen years old, but before desqua- 
mation had taken place re-entered the district school, and from this 
school the contagion was carried into a number of families. A daughter 
of Bsquire McCann, after exposure of a week as nurse in her father's 
family, went to her home at Flat Rock, Bourbon county. She was taken 
sick in due season, remaining at home until able to travel, and came 
back to Nicholas county. 

I mention this circumstance so that you will see how the disease 
got into Bourbon county. Dr. Frank Fithian, of Paris, being the first 
to diagnose the disease, wrote at once to the health authorities of Nich- 
olas county that they had small-pox to deal with, and not yellow chicken- 
pox. Dr. Grimes had been in the McCann family, and insisted that it 
was small-pox, but was beaten down by the venerable M. D., who had 
the confidence of the people, as well as the powerful popular feeding of 
the laity. In the face of these conditions the disease was allowed to 
make progress for three full months without any effort whatever to 
control it, and not until Monday, the 12th of November, was any action 
taken. 

You have a competent Board as regards executive ability, and to 
whose support the fiscal court and the citizenship of Carlisle are most 
enthusiastically pledged. Active measures were be^un before I left 
to take hold and stamp out the disease. They have thirty-five oases, 
most of which are of a discrete type, although I saw a number of very 
severe confiuent cases. The contagion is confined in ten families, 
mostly Irish, with ways and fixed opinions of their own. The area of 
the infected district is a radius of a mile and a half in all directions 
from tlie school. The people are all white, and, on the whole, well-to-do 
fiarmerSw 

I take it that one per cent will cover the whole number who have 
been vaccinated. I advised a house-to-house inspection and vaccination 
and revaccination of every person in every family in this neighbor- 
hood and the territory adjacent, as well as a general vaccination of the 
whole county, mentioning particularly the population of Henryville, a 
negro suburb lying between Carlisle and this infected neighborhood. 
I advised the immediate erection of an eruptive hospital, but the Board 
seemed to think they could control the trouble without one. Guards 
were placed on all the roads leading into and out of the neighborhood. 
I stayed with them two days, and felt on leaving that they were in good 
diape as regards their start. If the num»ber of exposures were not 
greater than I could learn from two trips over the territory, I believe 
they will be able to handle it without an eruptive hospital. Dr. Dills 
is a good man, so is Grimes, only a little slow, and the Irish very ob- 
stinate. 

Hoping this covers the situation as I saw it, and that you will be 
pleased with this, my official report, I beg to remain. 

Yours respectfully, 

B. W. SMOCK, 

Sanitary Inspector. 



150 Biennial Report of the Kentucky 

OHIO COUNTY. 

Beaver Dam, Ky., May 27tli, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Two days sdnce, the attention of the County Board of 
Health was called to an endemic of some contaigious skin disease, whidh 
has been in existence several weeks at Taylor Mines, in this (Ohio) 
county, and which recently has spread to McHeuiry, another mining 
town, three miles distant. Upon investigation the Board finds a dis- 
ease which runs an irregular and a typical course, but which comes 
more nearly simulating a mild, discrete form of small-pox than any 
other with which we are cognizant. 

The town authorities of McHenry, under advice of County Board, 
have ooganized local Health Board, and have under quarantine all af- 
fected persons, four in all. Taylor Mines, having no corporate town- 
ship, the Board has taken charge and placed all x)e(rBons affected, ten 
in number, in four families, under quarantine, and have ordered gen- 
eral vaccination of all persons in the place wlio can not show a successful 
scar. In these steps we think we will have the co-operation of the 
county authorities and the Taylor Coal Company; but we fear many 
other cases will develop, as there has been no restrictions imposed until 
this time. Please send us a supply of health circulars; also offer any 
suggestions you may deem advisable. 

Yours truly, 

S. D. TAYLOR, M. D., 
Health Officer Ohio County. 



Render, Ky., June 1st, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have in my practice several cases of what I have diag- 
nosed small-pox. Many of the doctors say not, and but very few of 
them agree with me. We have, however, quarantined them, and every- 
thing Is moving along nicely. But to decide this I wish you would 
come here and decide this matter. I say small-pox, while others say 
not; result, it is causing a great deal of vexation among the people. I 
am taking all precautions necessary to prevent a spread of the disease. 
Hoping to hear from you, I am. 

Yours truly, 

H. B. INNES, M. D. 



Beaver Dam, Ky., June 11, 1899. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Doctor: I have in pesthouse now twenty-two cases. Only 
two new cases have developed in last week, one each at Taylor mines 
and McHenry. One death so far. 

Disease confined, except in two last cases, entirely to colored people. 
I consider the disease in our grasp, yet people have not been va^cclnated, 
and we do not know where the danger is lurking. If you think beet to 
come would be glad to see you at any time. 

Yours truly, 

S. D. TAYLOR, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 
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OWSLEY COUNTY. 

DcKmevlUe, Ky., August 18th, 1898. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your letter rec^ved yesterday. I can't hear muoh 
from Jackson county. I had seen notice of the Board's meeting and 
Dr. Gibson's report in the Sunday Courier- Journal, and that is about 
all the news I have had from Jackson county since I saw you. You 
know we have no mail from there now. The mail persisted in coming 
after being notified to stop, until the sub-conitractor, who lives in Jack- 
son county, and who is very mad over the quarantine, was threatened 
witb arrest and imprisonment by our county ju<^e. It did not come 
any more after tha^. Our county Judge is giving us his heeirty sup- 
port and has been of great assistance to us. He has assessed two fines, 
osie of 150.00 and one flOO.OO. However, they are giving considerable 
trouble along the Jackson line. There are no night guards, so the peo- 
ple cross over of nights, surround the guards, etc. The people over 
there are threatening to hang Dr. Mahaifey. I am expecting to have to 
go over to his funeral 'most any day. Mahaffey is a worthy fellow and 
deserves better treatment than he is getting from the people over this 
matter. To show you how hard they are to manage and what clever 
tricks they fall into to get their merohandise through from the railroad, 
I inolose you a note from Dr. Mahaffey to myself. Mahaffey plainly 
shows in his note that he would like to shift the responsibility of at- 
tending to his brother-in-law off onto some one else. 

We have vaccinated all our suspects, and our outlook is pretty good. 
There were quite a number of men from Lee county and some from 
Owsley at Jackson, Breathitt court day, when the case there broke out 
It may be that we will have some cases from that one. If we have any 
I will inform you at once. 

Very truly yours, 

A. M. GLASS. 



POWELL COUNTY. 



March 7th, 1899. 



State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: The Powell county local Board of Health met at the 
law office of M. A. Phillips, in Stanton, at 1 o'clock March 6th, 1899. 
Present, C. M. Driver, M. D., J. S. Ewen and M. A. Phillips. On motion, 
M. A. Phillips was made chairman of the Board. The Board then pro- 
ceeded to make by-laws and regulations to arrest and stop the spread 
of small-pox in the town of Stanton and county of Powell, and to bring 
the Infected population under proper treatment and suibjectdon. 

We first procured a pesthouise about two miles east of Stanton and 
T«moved the patient to it, together wiDh his sister and brother-in-law, 
who have been waiting on him. We then put a guard over the pest- 
hiouse, with directions to let no one pass in or out. We then brought 
the infected population under subjection by causing every one who had 
been exposed to the disease to abandon the streets until it was safe 
Dor them to be released by a certificate from a physician. We also put 
a guard all around the town, allowing no one to pass in or out for fifteen 
days, and we think by this means we will have full control of said epi- 
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demic. We understancl that ttte woman taken to the pesthouse is break- 
ing out 

We have two immnnes waiting on the paitients, but no doctor. 

All of which is most respectfully reported. 

M. A. PHILLIPS. 
Chairman County Board of Health. 



Stanton, Ky., March 7th, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemien: There are a numb^- of people in town that have had a 
chance to take the small-pox, whom we don't know, and to be sure of 
stopping the spread in the county we have placed guards all around 
town in the manner of quaraoitine. Under Section 2055 Kentucky Stat- 
utes we find that the local Boards have power to enforce the rules and 
regulations adopted by the State Board. If we are wrong about this 
matter please advise us at once, and if we haven't got the power, please, 
if possible, direct us to quarantine. I feel sure if we can hold our posi- 
tion we will stop its spread. 

Yours very truly, 

M. A. PHILLIPS, 
Chairman County Board of Health. 

The State Board confirmed the quarantine in this in- 
stance, and directed that it be maintained. 



Stanton, Ky., 3-14th, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Yours of the eleventh inst. received this morning and 
contents noted. 

The man who has small-pox is Alonzo Ford, aged about 27 or 8 
years, and came from Carrollton to Ehiglish, Ky. A negro got ofF of boat 
at Carrollton, and there was first place Ford associated with n^ro. 
Then three days afterwards the same negro was at English in store with 
Ford for about three hours. The negro complained of being sicii and 
very hot, drinking a great deal of water while in the store. This was 
February 17th. 

Ford came to Stanton via Louisville & Nashville railroad to Lex- 
ington; from Lexington on Lexington & E3astem railroad to Stanton, 
arriving here on the last day of February (28th), in the morning. He 
was all over town in the most principal places of business, complaining 
on arrival here of betng sick, and for three or four days before arriving 
here. His temperature at 12 o'clock noon of the 28th was 103 2-5 ; tried 
to get him to go to bed, but he did not until night, and complained of 
severe pain in back, throat symptoms severe; also head symptoms. 
The morning of March 1st temperature 104 3-S; severe pain in back, 
head symptoms, chilly sensations; finally distinct chill, nausea, vomit- 
ing and throat symptoms very, very severe. On morning of 2d he be- 
gan to break out in throat, next on forehead, along edge of hair and 
ftuse, etc., then it was I diagnosed it smaH-pox. Patient getting along 
nAcely at preseot. He broke out well all over; also in palms of hands 
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lad on bottoms of feet. He oomplained of one eye hurting him this 
aomiiks; some better this evening. On examination, when lie firat 
^roke ont on forebead. etc.. places were shot-like when pressed on with 
Snger. He reoelYOd a letter from home last Saturday stating there were 
cases of small-pox at his home. 

Yours respectfully, 

C. M. DRIVER, M. D.. 

County Health Officer. 



PULASKI COUNTY. 

Somerset, Ky., September 19, 1899. 

StBte Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your telegram replying to Dr. Reddish's telegram of 
aotiflcation to you relative to epidemic of small-pox now prevailing in 
mne portions of Pulaski county, handed me by Dr. Reddish to-day, 
ud your request as to particulars can be, I think, answered in few 
words. In the first place, there is no doubt as to small-pox being with 
u. although in light form. We have no cases in Somerset Just now, 
)mt strong prospecta In the west end. also in Russell county, we are 
vld there are some eight or ten cases; in the eaisrt end, seventeen miles 
from Somerset, there is one case which was contracted in west end; it 
Hems practically impossible to isolate or to institute anything like an 
effective quarantine on account of broken country and obstacles in 
reaching the infected district. There seems to be a misunderstanding 
or a want of knowledge as to powers of local Board to force vaccination, 
and this Is one point we solicit information from you on; also as to 
Thether it would not be admissible to have an expert to visit us and 
lOok over the field and sugg:est the best way for Board to meet exigencies 
with caje. We would like ver>' much to hear from you immediately 
regarding matter and wishing you will lend us such aid as you can to 
prevent disease spreading. 

Fraternally, etc., 

J. M. OWENS, 

Secretary County Board of Health. 



ROCKCASTLE COUNTY. 

Mt. Vernon, Ky., July 27, 1898. 

State Board of Health. Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: In accordance with my promise T write you: A report 
eune here yesterday morning that a woman name<l Abney had small-pox 
on BntSfh Creek, ten miles northeast of here. T was in the community, and 
Had that the woman lived in Jackson and visited Brush Creek last Sun- 
day week, and never developed a case till Tuesday. She was then back 
at home. But Sherdan Overbey, a young man that has been logging 
!b Herve Lick till Tuesday last, came over in this county ten miles from 
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the JackBon line, and is staying at his home. He has seen several caises 
and gives a graphic deBcri>ption of what it looks like. He has not been 
viaccinated yet. He seems to not be any way alarmed, and ma>kes a Joke 
0(f the whole affair. I -reported tt to Dr. Lovell. I will have him vojc- 
cinated and isolated as soon as possible. Thomas Roee, of near Mul- 
lin's Station, half way between Livingston and Wiildie, ha)s been exposed, 
and is now at home. Later, a woman has been arrested to-day between 
here and Livingston on railroad; supposed to have small-pox. No doctor 
has seeh her yet. I will write you the developments of these cases. I 
must compliment our County Board of Health and county oflScers for 
their untiring efforts to protect the people of the county. 

Yours, 

M. PENNINGTON, M. D. 



Mt. Vernon, Ky., July 30, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: A very suspicious case has developed at Orlando, on 
the K. C. R. R., five miles from here. It la a lady named Ball, that 
has been visiting in Clay county. A maai named Pebeete is with the 
case watching symiptoms. Dr. Lovell will go to see the case to-morrow. 
From the notes the man sends in the symptoms are very gox)d. The 
flamily is iisolated, and parties exposed will be vajccinated and Isolated 
to-morrow. 

All people from Jackson county have been sent back over the line. 
Ouir guards are very strict. W. D. McGuire, a prominent citizen near 
the line, has his barn and garden in Jackson. He writes the county 
judge that the guard will not let him go to his barn. He Is in great 
distress over the matter. Will write you at Bowling Green day after 
to-morrow. 

Yours, 

M. PENNINGTON. 



Mt. Vernon, Ky., April 27, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I was called to see Dr. Anderson, above Pine Hill, yes- 
terday afternoon, and found him with small-pox. The scabs were dark 
and falling off. There were two other cases in the same house about the 
same stage, and still two others with the scarlatinous rash. The doctor 
acknowledges that he got the infection from Lou Delph (the Pittsburg 
case, which wa^ probably reported to you); but denies that any of these 
cases are gmall-pox; says that they are wanting in many of the essen- 
tial features, viz., no headache, no fever, no nausea, no pustules. But 
the iscabs indicaited to me that there had been pustules. It is difficult 
to tell anything by the scars, because the doctor had small-pox when 
eleven years of a«e. I am told that the Pittsburg case is identical with 
the Lebanon Junction cases, but whether this be true or not I don't 
Icnow. 

It is reported that probably a hundred people in and about Pine 
Hill have been exposed. Circuit court convenes here in about three 
weeks, wfhich calls people together from all parts of the county, and from 
other counties; and in view of the gravity of the case would like for 
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yoa to come and make a personal inveetigatiO'n. With the divided 
•pi&lon and prejudice that exists in this section a quarantine would 
te hard to maintain unless we have strong bax^king. 

Fraternally yours, 

A. S. LOVELL, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



SCOTT COUNTY. 



Georgetown, Ky., August 15, 1899. 
To the State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: About the 25th of April, 1899, Dr. Jno. A. Lewis, of this 
city, was called to the country to see Wm. Payne (age 23), who was said 
to have fever and an eruption. Dr. Lewis returned to town and reported 
the case small-pox, and later in the day eaw the man again, in com- 
pany with Drs. Wren and Carrick, who agreed with him in diagnosis. 
The Payne house was some 200 yards from public road, so they — five or 
six in family — were kept in their home. Some eight or ten days lajter 
Dr. L#ewis' visit, elder Payne and wife weire sdck, and as the neighbor- 
hood was alarmed. Dr. Hawkins, of Lexington, was called to verify the 
diagnosis, Vhich he did very promptly. The elder Payne had varioloid, 
and probably Mrs. Payne. All the household was vaccinated the sec- 
ond day after Dr. Lewis* visit, as were all persons exposed to the Payne 
household, and everyone in the neighborhood. Payne thinks he may 
have contracted the disease in Frankfort or here on a county com't day, 
as he was in conversation with a soldier Just returned from Ouiba. The 
business of the neighborhood was not materially affected, and expense 
to county but |25, which amount was paid to Dr. Hawkins, as expert 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN B. PACK, Chairman, 

County Board of Health. 



SHELBY COUNTY. 



Shelbyville, Ky., August 7, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I hereby submit to you my report in regard to the 
recent outbreak of small-pox in Shelbyville and Shelby county: 

The first case was discovered April 26, 1899. He had contracted the 
disease in Louisville. Outside of removing liim to a tent outside the 
dty limits no other precautions were taken to prevent the spread of the 
disease, there being no one who was either appointed or would assume 
the duties of health officer. Two weeks later (May 12th) six new cases 
were discovered. Within twenty-four hours a house was built, fur- 
niashed, provisioned and the patients removed; quarantine was estab- 
liehed, and guards appointed around every house that had been exposed, 
and all the inhaibitants vaccinated. Only two more cases developed from 
this source of infection. The other cases contracted it in Louisville, or 
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from some tramp. All the caaes were remoyedi to the pesthouse, except 
one ifiamily in Shielibyvdlle, and one in Simpiaonyille, in which the paitients 
were convaleeeent when discovered. Only one white person had it, and 
he contracted it in Louisville. 

Number casee in Shelbyville 15 

Number oases in SimpsonvLlle 6 

Number oases in county near SimpsonviUe 3 

Number cases in county elsewhere 1 

Total number in Shelbyville and Shelby county 25 

Whites 1 

CJolored 24 

Received in i>esthouse 15 

Treated ajt home 10 

Number contracting disease from exposure to those af- 
fected after Board took charge of affairs 2 

Quarantine maintained for five weeks in worst quarters; two or 
three weeks in less exposed district. 

First case, in Shelbyville, received in pesthouse May ISth. Last 
case developed, in Shelbyville, May 31st. Last case discharged from 
pesthouse July 11th. This one came from the county near SimpsonviUe. 
Mortality, none. 

Cost for suppressing (borne equally by county and city of Shelby- 
ville), $1,967. Loss of business practically nothing. 

Shelbyville and Shelby county are now prepared to resist an in- 
vasion of small-pox. Last year about 1,400 puiblic vaccinations were 
made in Shelbyville and its immediate neighborhood. This summer 
the fiscal court allowed a general vaccination of Shelby county in the 
more exposed points, viz., Bagdad, Christiansburg, Croppers, Simpson- 
viUe, Scott's, Finchville, Waddy, Grraefenburg. About 1,680 vaccina- 
tions have been made at these points at public expense, so that now the 
vast majority of the negroes and pauper whites are protected, and we 
have no fears of a general outbreak of the disease in this county. 
Public confidence was soon restored, and everything worked harmon- 
iously. 

Respectfully yours, 

R. D. PRATT, M. D., 
Chairman and Executive Ofiicer of Boards 
of Health of Shelby County and City of 
Shelbyville. 



SIMPSON COUNTY. 

Franklin, Ky., August 5, 1899. 

Dr. J. N. McCormack, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Sir: Your communication of recent date is before me, and in 
reply will state that I have no report to make, as the only case we had 
recovered so soon; if a case at all it was very, very mild, and in the act 
of getting well when found; so we have no history, etc. 

Sincerely, 

J. C. DOUGLASS, M. D., 
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TAYLOR COUNTY. 

Campbellsville, Ky., August 22, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gren/tlemen: We have taken steps to control small-pox epidemic In 
our county within its present limits, and bo far no cases have developed 
in new localities. Some new cases witiiin the infected sections. We 
are much handicapped by the stand taken by Dr. Prewitt, of Mannsville, 
who claims that the disease is not small-pox, and giving his patieaits 
permission and encouragement to mingle with neigfhlbors. The disease 
appearing at several points in an. extended section in Taylor, Casey and 
Adair, makes the difficulties of isolation much gireaiter. There have so 
far been only ten cases at Mannsville, and some four or five cases at a 
IKxlnit between that and the Casey county line. I understand that the 
Casey and Adair county authorities are doing their best to control the 
epidemic and isolating those cases. Fofcar new cases have developed in 
that section. I hear that Dr. Hood, of Casey Creek, who has been 
visiting some cases, has contracted the disease. Are there any special 
steps necessary to take to compel vaccination? 

Yours truly, 

J. L. ATKINSON, M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



Campbellsville, Ky., October 17, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: About the latter part of June, 1899, a case of small-pox 
developed near Mannsville, in Taylor county. The local physician failed 
to recognize the disease as small-pox, so the patient was allowed to go 
at will. He infected two other families in his immediate vicinity; be- 
sides, he attended a picnic at ClementsvlUe, in Casey county, and con- 
veyed the disease to that place, and also to Feathersburg, on the Taylor, 
Adair and Casey county lines. The period of incubation of the disease, 
or from the time of exposure till developed, was in most instances 
twenty-one days; so it spread slowly. It was not until the second week 
in August that reports reached me of the existence of small-pox in 
Taylor and adjoining counties. I called up the Mannsville physician. 
Dr. G. W. Prewitt, by telephone, and he assiured me that there were no 
cases of small-pox at or near Mannsville. I called the local Board of 
Health together, and we consulted with our county authorities. We de- 
cided that it would be best to investigate the matter, and I accordingly 
visited Mannsville, and found five well developed oases of small-pox. 
Our county authorities very readily agreed to afford us all necessary 
assistance, so we immediately established a quarantine around the in- 
fected district near Mannsville, and also againist Clementsville and 
P^eathersburg. This quarantine was maintained till the Casey and 
Adair county authorities adopted decided measures in their infected 
localities, and until our own stricken and exposed persons had been 
properly isolated. By closely watching the infected families the disease 
was not allowed to spread, and by the middle of September the disease 
was effectually stamped out in our county. 

We had in Taylor county about twenty cases. The only serious 
difficulty we had to contend with in our efforts to control the disease 
was the dissenting opinion of the Mannsville physician as to the nature 
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of the disease. Dr. Z. T. Gabheart, of Casey's Creek, kindly afforded us 
much valuahle assistance in keiepinig us informed oonoeming the 
progress of ouir work at Feathersburg, which place is sixteen miles from 
Campbellsville. Mannsville is ten miles distant. All the Taylor county 
cases were among the jyoorer classes. 

The cost to our county was very low, considering the work done: 

Medical inspection and telegrams $24 60 

Quarantine guards • 54 00 

Provisions for indigent patients 15 31 

Total $93 91 

Yours very truly, 

J. L. ATKINSON, 
Chairman Taylor County Board of Health. 



TRIMBLE COUNTY. 

Bedford, Ky., May 3, 1899.- 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I inclose a letter from Mr. Spreen, of Milton, which 
will explain itself, and ask for inistructioins as to how to proceed with 
the case. Small-pox has prevailed in Madison, Ind., opposite Milton, for 
several weeks, and on account of the excitement and anxiety of the citi- 
zens of Milton, our local Board met there some two weeks ago, and or- 
dered all the citizens to be vaccinated, but at the suggestion of our 
county attorney we afterwards ordered the Board of Trustees of the 
town to make the order. This man Wrigiht had at that time been 
exposed to the disease ill Madison, and we had the promise from father 
that if he became sick in any way that it should be reported to the 
Board immediately; but I am informed by Mr. Spreen that instead of 
reporting the disease as provided, an attempt was made to conceal it. 

The conduct of the man Wright is such that it seems to me it should 
not go unpunished, and while awaiting instructions from your honor- 
able Board, have turned his case over to the civil authorities. 

Please let me hear from you. 

Truly yours, etc., 

J. C. HANCOCK, M. D., 
Secretary County Board of Health. 



Milton, Ky., April 29, 1899. 

Dear Dr. Hancock: This morning (Saturday) as I came to Milton, I 
found my flag torn down and lying in tatters on the street. I asked 
Mrs. Wright who had done so; she said her son, Tom, had, who Is a 
brother of the one down with the small-pox. I went at once over the 
river to get Dr. Forshea, the small-pox expert, to come over and diag- 
nose the case. He demanded $25: I declined to agree to so large a fee. 
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I tried to got other physiciaiis, but none "would go at all for any price. I 
again reitumed to Forahea, wtbo finally agreed to come for $15, whicli I 
agreed to. I remained at the postoffice wthile the doctor went to the 
house. He reported, aiter examining the caee, that the moment he 
told tdiem it was small-pox he waa assaulted, kicked, and struck in the 
breast by the brother of the man down with the pox, and forcibly or- 
dered from the premises. He had hardly finished reporting to me when 
this brute came up and again begun with his brutiish language. I 
asked him to desist; upon hie failing called the marshal to arrest him, 
but for some cause best known to himself he did not obey orders. I 
then went to the police Judge for a warrant, but, strange to say, this 
offtcial could not be found anywhere, though in plain view a few mo- 
ments before. By this time Wright said to me whenever I'd get a phy- 
sician that would examine the case he would abide by it. I told him 
the doctor was an expert in that disease and I would have to abide by 
his report and act accordingly. He said he would tear down the fiags 
as fast as I'd init them up. I was now waiting for Judge Qossom to 
make bis appearance again, and had determined on arresting this brute, 
and had gone to Mr. Caplinger's store, was in conversation with 
him. Mr. J. R. Inglis ca;me in and said Dr. CJontri was without and will- 
ing to examine the case, and perhaips his report might be accepted by 
Wright, which at first I thought useless, but finally concluded to try a 
peaceable solution. Dr. Contri agreed for |5.00 to make the examination. 
After procuring him an old suit of clothing, went with him to the house, 
called young Wright to the door and asked him if Dr. Contri's report 
of the case would be acceptable to them. He retired for consultation, 
presently returned and invited the doctor in. Oontri, too, pronounced 
it small-pox in mild form. Then Wright agreed to obey all orders 
thereafter. A flag was again put up and Contri given charge of the 
case. I procured a room for him to use for changing his clothing, also 
washpan, soap and towel. A guard has been placed at the house. Here 
a^ra^n I had great difficulty in getting a man that would stand guard, 
thouerb plenty of fellows loungring around the comers doing nothing. 
All were afraid the brute brother might do them harm. Finally suc- 
ceeded in getting Willis Cassety to act as said guard from early morning 
until 9 o'clock at night at two (|2.00) per day. 

Sunday morning: Reported to me. Thos. Wright, the brute, 
passed the guard, in spite of protest of said guard, last night, and re- 
tnmed this a. m. Dr. Contri reports patient fully broke out; face cov- 
ered with sores; an old-time small-pox case. Have instructed guard not 
to allow any one to pass in or out of house except physician. 

Monday a. m.: Guard reports Tom Wright, as he would go out to- 
day and go where he pleased. If he does I shall use strong means to 
hold bim in the house, even to the extent of having him ironed. Have 
senJt bim word to that effect. 

Doctor reports him covered all over (the patient); can neither sit 
nor lie down. Town council called for to-night to pass vaccination 
ordinance. Have had a warrant issued for Tom Wright if he attempts 
to pass the guard. In order to keep guard at his post have been com- 
pelled to get another man to run errands. This man Tom Wright has 
threatened to give small-pox to as many people as he possibly can, and 
that be will do up this member of Health Board, but we are not 

alarmed. 

Yours, etc., 

F. W. SPREEN, 
Pres. County Board Health. 
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Milton, Ky., May 2&th, 1899. 
State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I take it for granted that our secretary, Dr. J. C. Han- 
cock, has kept you fully advl«ed of our work in my section of our county, 
hence I shall not burden you wiith a recapitulation of it in all particu- 
lars; but in vieiw of the dlfficultiee conf(rontdng us Just at this stage, 
and the necessity for decisive action at once, and my being on the 
ground, thought perhaps was better able to give you the pointis involved 
as follows: When the first small-pox case appeared in Milton I flagged 
it at once, and proceeded to Bedford, and, together with our secretary. 
Dr. Hancock, called on our county Judge, John Lee, had an interview 
with Mm, and, owing to the threateninge of the inmates of the house 
Where the case was located, I was advised by the Judge, and, too, by my 
colleague, to oloaely quarantine the house, have it guarded day and 
night. I did so, giving the men an order on the county, in the name 
of the Boaird of Health. These orders, upon preaenitaitlon to the county 
Judge, were refused payment, on the plea that the village (Milton) was 
incorporated, and that it (Milton) must pay the debt incurred by our 
County Board. Milton comes and denies itis liabilities, and it can not 
and will not pay said bills, holding that the work done by our Board 
was beneficial to the entire county, and the county in couisequence 
should pay, and so it stands now. At this same interview with Judge 
Dee, mentioned above, we asked that a pesthouse be erected, but the 
Judge thought iit unnecessary for Just one case. Not many days there- 
after another case developed five miles out in the country. I became 
alarmed, fearing that many people might have been exiMaed and many 
oases might be the result. I again went to Bedford, and, in company 
with Dr. Hancock, had an interview with the county attorney, G. W. 
Peak. Judge Lee could not be found. We urged the necessity for a 
pesthouse. Mr. Peak was in accord with us. I was authorized to have 
a house put up, he (Peak) suggesting the size, 15x30, in two apartments. 
The house was built at a very low figure, $110.00, the fine and vault be- 
ing extra, at a very good location about a mile and four rode from Milton. 
In the mean-itime another small-pox case, very mild, developed in the 
same house in the country, and further, the case in Milton is pronounced 
cured by Dr. Contri, whom I had employed in the small-pox cases, the 
proper disinfectant applied, and the patient was recommended to me 
to be discharged and family released from quarantine, which I did on 
May 16th. On the 21st of May the town was again alarmed from what 
a peddler had said about the family where the first small-pox case had 
been. I was appealed to, and directed Dr. Contri to make the examina- 
tion, who reported two (2) cases of small-pox, one light, the other as 
severe a case as he had ever met with. I fiagged the house at once and 
placed guards on duty. Now comes the difliculty. None of the store- 
keepers will furnish supplies, nor can I keep guards on duty, because 
they say nobody will pay us, the county officials having refused to 
honor our orders. 

Must I let the people starve like rats, or run at large to scatter the 
disease? My dear doctor, can you give us a cue by which it can be 
determined who shall pay? I have not removed these patients to the 
pesthouse for the reason that these two complete the entire family 
save the old lady, who is now as good as broke out with it, so Dr. Contri 
reports, and because we can take care of them cheaper where they are 
and in perfect safety. 

Yours very truly, etc., 

F. W. SPRBEN, 
Prest. County Board of Health. 
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WARREN COUNTY. 

« 

To the State Board of Health, Bowllnflr Green, Ky.: 

GaiUemen: I have the honor of submitting the following annual 
lepof^: 

During Jannaiy and February, 1899, there were three caaee of 
eerebio-m^lnal meningitia In the county. All were fatal, and the houses 
vera thoroughly dielnfiected after dea/th. They were in widely separated 
parts of the county. Several other ceeea were reported, but ae they re- 
eorered, thla Boaixl takes it for granted that there was an error in dlag- 
nosiB. 

On March 18th amall-pox was first reported at Oakland, but this 
]nx>vad to be meaalee. On the 19th I was called to see a colored main, 
Ed. Seara, near town, a porter on the EvamsyiUe packet line. He had' a 
typloal case of the mild, discrete small-pox that has been prevaJemt in 
the «tate for the past two years. He was ordered confined to his room 
and separated from the other members of his family. Each of these 
were Taectnated in three places on each arm, with a different point at 
each place. All of the vaccinatioiis were successful, and no case of 
the disease was contracted from this map. On the same day I vac- 
dnaited every person living within a half mile of the Sears house to- 
ward town, the direction from which he had come. Although he 'had 
atopped at numerous places on his way out home, we had no other cases 
frooi Us. He was discharged from the peethouse in the latter part of 
April. Several days before his discharge he was exposed to and assisted 
in tlie burying of a severe case of confluent small-pox (a city patienit). 
His own case had been so mild as evidently to not confer a complete Im- 
mnnitr on him, and ten days after his discharge he reported to my 
(OUce wDth a second case, not so severe as the first, and he was again 
confined to the pesthouse for a month. 

I first saw Sears on Sunday, March 13th. On the 15th, with thie 
hearty co-operation of our excellent county Judge and the contraotors, 
we had a roomy peethouse built on the Cox farm, about two miles from 
town, and Sears and subsequent cases were kept there. The city as- 
sumed half of the expense of the building, and their numerous cases 
oontraoted from a man who came to town on the same boat with Sears 
were aJso treated there. 

On April 29th an unguarded suspect in the city escaped from the quar- 
antine and went to an old house near Piano, where there were a num- 
ber of worthless negro wenches and children and one old man. I was 
called on the 29th, and found her with a severe case of small-pox. I 
vaccinated her family, removed her to the pesthouse, and had those ex- 
posed guarded for twenty-five days. Some of her bedding was hidden 
by her husband in the woods, and after the guards were removed he 
broagrlit this back in the house and slept on it. On the fourteenth nighit 
he developed a severe varioloid and was removed to the pesthouse. The 
other el^t inmates of the house escax)ed the disease. I also vac- 
cinated the negroes in the surrounding country and quarantined several 
of tbelr favorite resorts so as to prevent their congregation. 

On July 23d Dr. Simmons reported a case of small-pox at Smith's 
Oiwe. On my arrival there I found that he had a typical case of the 
disesMS in a negro woman who had been confined in the house of disten- 
tion at Bvansville, and regularly discharged. Dr. Simmons had isolated 
her and her husband, and we quarantined and thoroughly vaccinated 
the otlier members of her family, twelve in number. Her husband had 

11 
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a mild case of the disease, but the reist of the family escaped it. Much i, 
cpediit Should be given to Dr. Slmmoins for his early recognitioii of the w 
disease and his promipt steps to prevent its sipread. The doctor also vac- ii 
cinated about a hundred neighboring negroes under instructions from vh 
this Board. i 

The total expense of the epidemic to the county was less than a tt 
thousand dollars, and this includes the building of the pesthouse, the odj 
purchase of a half interest in an ambulance, and considerable expense i 
In preventing the spread of the disease from the more general epidemic % 
In the city of Bowling Green. The only difficulties I encountered were i^ 
In the first case near town, and these were from the lies and innuendoes al 
of some of our doctors who had had no experience with the disease. As ^ 
cases afterwards occurred in their practices in town, and they failed to t 
recognize them, I felt that their sins were visited on their own heads. ^ 

Much of the credit for the fact that we had no spread of the dis- ^ 
ease from the initial focus in either of our three distinct infections is ^ 
due to the prompt and ready action of our county Judge. I feel confl- x. 
dent that his assistance saved the county from the serious effects of an ^ 
epidemic, and its taxpayers from the enormous drain that many other ^c 
counties with ignorant or inefficient coimty judges had to undergo. J 

Respectfully, ^ 



A. T. McCORMACK, M. D., 



i 
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Bowling Green, Ky., December 1, 1899. 



County Health Officer. ^ 
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WHITLEY COUNTY. 



Williamsburg, Ky., Aug. 10, 1899. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky ^ 

Gentlemen: I submit the following report of small-pox in this ^ 
county for years 1898 and '99: 

The first case occurred in February, 1898, in a negro family that ^ 
had moved from Middlesboro, Ky., to Jellico, Ky. This outbreak lasted 
some four months, there being 110 cases, with one death. There was 
confiict of opinion between authorities of town of Jellico, Ky., and of 
Whitley county, so that either refused to act or give any aid in controll- 
ing the cases, and what at first miglit have been controlled with little 
cost and no loss from business interest soon spread and became a seriou-a 
epidemic, so much so that County Board called on secretary of State 
Board of Health for help, and Dr. J. N. McCormack, Jr., came to our 
relief, and with his help we induced the county authorities to render 
proper financial aid. Pesithouses were built, houses of detention, 
forced vaccination, etc. Main reliance on vaccination and isolation. ,g^ 
Many of the cases were very mild, so much so that it was a source of i 
greajt danger in spreading the disease, as many cases never had a phy- ** 
sician and were sources of new trouble before it would be found out. r- 
The difficulties we had to contend with were many. Many of the best ^^ 
people of the town of Jellico, when this occurred, cried out that it waa ^ 
not small-pox for first six weeks, and gave health authorities no moral ^ 
support in suppressing the epidemic. I suppose this was because of •• 

fear of Jiurting the business interest of the town. Again, one-half the * 

•1« 



i^te Board of Health, 1898-9. 



163 



town of JelUco is in Kentucky and the other in Tennessee, and we had 
DO control oi housee in fifty feet of Kentucky line, and it was some time 
before we could get the Tennessee authorities to act in the matter. 
AsBdn, there are several coal mines in the immediate vicinity of Jellico, 
many of them having a very transient population and hard to control. 
The lack of early financial aid, and that backed up by the force of the 
law, and for want for a long time of the moral support of the community, 
were all things that tended to give the County Board trouble in con- 
trolling It. Most all of these cases were among people who were not 
able to pay any part of expense of care or detention, and so the expense 
fell heavier on the county authorities. The County Board, at first of 
thie epidemic, established local quarantine, which in most cases is use- 
lesB, but in this case served to prevent spread of the disease until first 
scare was over. 

The first case in the epidemic of 1899 occurred about the 12th of 
February, in Williamsburg, Ky., and was brought here by case from 
railroad employe from the vicinity of Bowling Green or Lebanon Junc- 
tion. He being a physician's son, it was not generally known un-Ul his 
father's entire family, save himself, had the disease, consequently 
many had been exposed. 

There were in all about forty cases, with no deaths, the vaccina- 
tion of previous year saving many who were actually exposed. In this 
we acted promptly, and r<*<reivod prompt add from county authorities, 
and oasee were in families most of whom were able to bear expense of 
care and detention. We relied on vaccination and isolation, not using 
any peethouso. The loss to business interest was not so great as in 
previous year. I api>end a table of expenses, cases, etc., below, showing 
as near as possible result of the trouble. 

In epidemic at Jellico, Ky., there were 110 cases, 1 death. 

Cost of suppressing $ 3,000 

Estimated damage to business interest 50,000 

Vaccination and force<l isolation were factors that controlled. 

In epidemic in and near Williamsburg, Ky., in 1899: 

Number of cases, 40; no deaths. 

Cost of suppressing $ 300 00 

Estimated loss to general business interest. 2,000 00 

Very respectfully, 

E. S. MOSS, M. D., 
Ch. Board Health Whitley Co., Ky. 



Williamsburg, Ky., February 22, 1S98. 
8late Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Ckenrtlemen: Your letter received. We have now 20 cases in Jellico 
district. We have in that territory about ten mines in operation, about 
one-half in Tennesse-e and remainder in Kentucky. Our county court 
has treated the doctors so bad that no one of them would do the work 
and take the county for it. The guards were same way, and the Judge 
and town corporation at .Jellico was each waiting on the other, and most 
all the doctors in Jellico swearing it is not small-pox. It is hard to en- 
force law with no support of officers of town or county. 
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We are now in some better i^iape than we were. We h«ave a pliy- 
alclan on the ground, guards, and «o on, and no better condition, bu.t 
in shape they are in about thoee mines I hardly think anything short 
of warm weather will see the end of it. 

Respectfully, 

E. S. MOSS. 



Williamsburg, Ky., March 14, 1898. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemetn: I have just been to Jellico to see the small-pox situa- 
tion there. It is no better. Have pest-house and about 35 patients in — 
15 whites and 20 colored. We have no room for detention, only use and 
guard the houses where have been. 

We will have more room; in fact, it is building now. It is hard to 
get people vaccinated. Tennessee has 9 or 10 cases, and Procter is now 
doing better. 

Yours, 

E. S. MOSS, M. D., 

County Health Oflicer. 



Williamsburg, Ky., March, 1898. 
Dr. J. N. McCormack, 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Dear Sir: I am just back from Jellico and territory. Things are 
in bad shape there at present. We will try and get another house built 
there at once. Everything full; about 60 oases there and more to 
follow. They have a lot of saloons and houses of prostitution there on 
our side; what do you think about closing them up for awhile, say two 
or three weeks. The condition of things is not by any means satisfac- 
tory at all, and I really see no prospect of an end to this matter in sight. 
If you think best to close saloons, etc., for awhile, let me hear how we 
had best proceed. 

There are a great many of those people who would rather have than 
not have it. Let me hear from you by return mail. Our judge is half- 
way in the notion of calling on the Federal authorities. The expenses 
are now over $50 per day, and I can't say how long they will furnish it. 
I^t me hear from you. 

Yours, 

E. S. MOSS. M. D., 

County Health Officer. 



WOODFORD COUNTY. 

Versailles, Ky., Sept. 16th, 1899, 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: At Cicero, in Woodford county, about six miles from 
Versailles, we have had eleven or twelve cases of small-pox. We have 
the disease under control now. The house in which the first cases de- 
veloped has been made a pesthouse for all the cases we have had. The 
local Board went before the fiscal court of this county and ordered the 
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erection of a pesthouse on the almehouBe farm, two and a half mileB 
from Versailles. That pesthouse will be ready for occupancy on Sept. 
23d. Now to the point. When this county peetihouee is compleited on 
Sept. 23d, the looal Board of Health will transfer all of the convalescent 
small-pox cases from Cicero to the county pesthouse. The house at 
Cioero (a settlement of about 75 inhabitants) is a frame building one and 
a half stories high, and has been occupied by negroes for edght or tea 
years. It is a weather-boarded and plastered and pai>eired house, witU 
holes in plaster, walls, etc. It is at least 150 feet from any other build- 
ing. It is my opinion that such a building can not be fumigated and 
disinfected so as to make it safe as a reaidesice. What shall we do with 
it? Remember, it has been used as a pesthouse for seven weeks. The 
ofwner (the mayor of Versailles) says he will take $400 for it. What do 
joa advise as to disinfecting or burning It? In the event of burning it, 
shall we have it appraised or not? Do you think from my description 
of the property we can fumigate and disinfect In a way that would ren- 
der it innocuous? What precedent has been established by the State 
Board under the statutes for protecting the community in the face of 
property like this? Kindly advise me on this point and send me a copy 
of the rules and regrulations of the State Board of Health. 

Yours very truly, 

JOHN D. NEET, M. D., 

CJounty Health Officer. 



REPORT OF STATE VETERINARIAN. 



Louisville, Ky., November 8, *99. 

State Board of Health, Bowling Green, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to submit a report of the work of the 
State Veterinarian for the years 1898-9.: 

1898. 

One of the most important matters to come under my care during 
the year was an outbreak of anthrax among dairy cattle in the western 
part of Louisville. The disease appeared early in September in the 
dairy cattle of F. D. Schuler, who lost fifteen head before the disease 
was reported. P. Eisenmenger, who lives neair Mr. Schuler's place, also 
lost a ooiw from anthrax at about the same time. 

At a meeting of the State Board of Health and Dr. M. K. Allen, dty 
health ofBioer, it was decided to place in quarantine and inoculate all 
cattle Wihlcli had been exposed to the contagion, and on September 15th 
quarantine notices were served on the following dairymen: 

H. Hecht, Fred Von Allmen, F. D. Schuler, Chris Von Allmen, B. 
Vogelsang, Mike Exlin, C. Bodenbender, Andy Weikel, BenJ. Fisher. 
The four last named dairymen employed Dr. S. A. Bradley to inocu- 
late their cattle, and asked for an injunction raising the quarantine. 
But tt being shown that the inoculations had been improperly done by 
Dr. Bradley, the motion was overruled by Judge Miller. 

It la probable that anthrax was brought from Indiana. I have been 
advised by Dr. Love, of New Albany, that the disease existed among 
dairy cattle there at about the time of the Louisville outbreak. 
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Early in the quarantine ae*aon there was complaint Inwn the In- 
diana Live Stock Ooajmiaaloii about traffic in tlcky cattle, it being 
claimed thai theee cattle were broueM to the cfty and lotted, bought 
amd sold on the Etreeta adjacent to the Bourbon Stock Yards in order 
to save atoek-yard fees. At a conference with Judge Gregory It was 
agreed that I should look after this ajid other matters a.t the yards In 
the interest of the Sta,te Board of Health. As a. result Of the close in- 
spection at the stock yards only one case of Texas fever was brought 
to our notice during the year. 

On August 16th Dr. T, A. Geddls, Inispector U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, and myself inspected the cattle of Mr. J. A. WlUtebouse, 
Grave! Switeh, they having been report^Mj at Waahington as harboring 
licks. We found this to be the case, and they were placed In quaran- 
tine for the remainder of the season. 

There was also received at the Bourbon Stock Yards in August a. 
car-load of caittle from G. H. Ijazarufl, Horse Cave, Ky., some of which 
were found to harbor the fever tick. These cattle had been brought 
into Barren county early In the yeair from Tennessee, Mir. I.a»irus 
states In a letter that Barren county waa badly infected wltii ticks last 
summer, but the severe cold of the winter no doubt deetroyed them. 

There have been received at the stock yards In Loulavllle from time 
to time shipments of ttcky oattle Erom p<rf.ntH in Tennessee on the N., C. 
& St. I,. Ry, These irreigu.lar shjlpmenta, when caught, have been prop- 
erly dHaposed of, and the Tennessee Live Stock Commission notified. 

In private practice 1 encouncej-ed in Bourbon county an outbreak of 
raiiischljrand. All exposed cattle were inoculated and the carcasses of 
dead animals fired. The Inoculating material consists of dried muscle 
tissue in some brands; in others the dried and powtleired spleen Is used. 
whUe others make use of black-leg bacilli modified by heat. 

Glanders; Three cases of glajidiers were brought to my attention 
during the year. After preliminary tests with malltSn, they were con- 
demned and destroyed. 

About 1,200 head of Sonthem cajttle were brought into the state in 
quarantine during the year for the purpose of feeding at dlstdlleriea. 
Under proper restrictions this can be done with safety, amd the busi- 
ness should be encouniged. 

The iHiterstate Association of Live Stock Sanitary Boards meit in 
Omaha, October Uth and 12th. and considered questions relating to 
transportation of tlcky cattle. The convention favored admitting, at all 
seasons, cattle which had been dipped in extra dj-namo oil containing 
2 per cent of sulphur. 

1899. 

1 was called upon several times during the winter and early spring; 
to see cases of meningitis in horses. 

In April IrregulBiTltiles were discovered In handling Southern cattte 
ahlpppd from Grenada. Mies., and Memphis, Tenn., to Cincinnati, via tjie 
Illinois Central and B. & O. S. W. Ry. It ia stated by offldais of the. 
I. C. railroad that theae cans were properly placarded at points of ship- 
nient. and also when leaving Louisville, but atill the cattle wore un- 
loaded in the native yards at Clndnnati. It seema that these cattle 
were turned over to the B. &. O. 8. W. Ry., after being fed and watered 
here, and went forward on a slip which did not show them to be infected 
cattle. It wa« also found Ihat while it Is claimed ihe cars on arriving 
and leaving I,oulsville were properly marked, no dlstingutahlng marks 
w«re found by the Union Stoclt Yard employes at Cincinnati. Mr. 
Bdw. Hart, asst, gen'l. freight agenit of the B. & O. S. 
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that in the future no such mistakes will occur. There seems to be on 
the part of the transportation companies a desire to abide strictly by 
the reKulattons governing this traffic. 

April 10th Edw. Snowden & Bro., of Goshen, Ky., bought in the 
Mdve pens at the Bourbon Stock Yards a lot of cattle, some of whlc^ 
harbored ticks. The cattle were returned to the yard the following day 
tnd sold to batchers. 

Two caaes of actinomycosis were found on the place of Mr. F. O. 
GarritheTB, in Jefferson county. They were Mlled subject to post- 
mortem inspection, and as disease was limited to the head the carcasses 
were sold to butchers. 

The annual convention of the Interstate Live Stock Association, 
liiich I attended, met in Chicago, October 10th and 11th. The recom- 
nendaition of the association that there be an open period from Novem- 
ber let to January lat has been adopted by the U. S. Department of Ag- 
riculture for this year. Dr. D. E. Salmon, chief of the Bureau of Animal 
hidiifltry, was present, and said that the authorities at Wai^ington 
were desirous of having united action by the association as a guide in 
fixing: lines and seasons. Cattle-dipping experiments having proven un- 
BtiBfactory, reoommendatione for dipping were withdrawn for this 



The city of Louisville has now in force an ordinance providing that 
all cattle supplying milk to the city are to be tested for tuberculosis, 
bat as yet nothing has been done. A large pajl of these cattle are out- 
ride the city limits, and the work of tuberculin testing would therefore 
eome under the care of the State Board of Health. 

IlHnois, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and several other states re- 
fuire that all cattle introdux^ed for dairy or breeding purposes shall be 
accompanied by a certificate of inoculation with tuberculin, and I have 
been called upon to inoculate cattle intended for shipment. I trust that 
anne provlHlon can be made for the work of weeding out tuberculous 
esttle from the dairies. There are very few communities which at the 
time permit the sale of tuberculous milk. 

Sheep Scab: The regulations of the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
tore require that all sheep leaving the state shall be dipped. There is 
tt tiie preaent time no restriction placed upon the sale of scabby sheep 
within tlw state, nor are there any means of preventing scabby sheep 
coming in from other states. It should not be permitted to remove 
Aeep from stock yards for stockers or feeders unleas they have been 
dipped. It is safe to say that the sheep pens in aU yards are infected 
vith aoaib. 

The present city inspection is ineffective as regards controlling 
traffic in diseased live stock. Hogs and cattle condemned by the in- 
ipeotor here can, if the owner wi^es, be taken from the yard and. 
ihipped to another market. I have reported fully on this matter to Dr. 
H. K. Allen, the city health officer, who has urged upon the city attor- 
ttey the necessity for amending the present ordinance governing the In- 
ipectioii of live stock. 

Very respeotfully. 



F. T. EISENMAN, M. D., V. S., 

State Veterinarian. 
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LAWS. RULES AND REGULATIONS. 



STATE HEALTH LAW. 



Chapter 63. Kentucky Statutes. 

Sec. 2047. Number of membeis and appointment of secretary. A 
teard, to be known as the "State Board of Health/' is hereby estab- 
Bshed. It shall consist of seven members, six of whom shall be ap- 
pointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and the seventh member, who shall be secretary, shall be elected 
by the Board, and, by virtue of his office as secretary, shall be a member 
of the Board. If the Board shall elect one of its number secretary, as 
it may do, the Governor shall appoint another member to complete the 
full number of the Board. In appointing the Boiard the Governor shall 
give due and fair consideration to the several schools or sy-stems of 
medicine in the state. 

Sec. 2048. Term of office — vacancy — how filled. The present Board 
sliall oonftinue in office until their respective tienmfl expire; and, as the 
term of members expire, their successors shall be appointed, as herein 
provided, and shall hold office six years, and until their suocessors are 
appointed. A vacancy in the Board may be filled by the Governor until 
tlie next regular session of the General Assembly. 

Sec. 2049. Powers and duties — quarantine established^ — common 
carriers to obey — penality. The Board shall have general supervision 
of the health of the citizens of the state, and endeavor to make intelli^ 
gent and profitable use of the collected records of the causes of sickness 
and death among the people. They shall make sanitary investigations 
and Inquiry concerning the causes of the disease,* and especially of epi- 
demics and endemics; the causes of mortality and the effects of locality, 
employments, conditions, food, water supply, habits and other circum- 
stances upon the health of the people. They shall make sanitary in- 
spection and surveys of such places and localities as they deem advisa- 
ble; and when they believe there is a probability that any infectious or 
contagrlous disease will invade this state from any other state or coun- 
try. It shall be their duty to take such action and adopt and enforce such 
rules and regulations as they may, in the exercise of their discretion, 
deem sufficient in preventing the introduction or spread of such Infec- 
tious or conta^ous disease or diseases within this state. The better to 
accomplish such objects, they are empowered and directed to establish 
and strictly maintain quarantine at such places as they deem proper; 
and are further empowered to make and enforce rules and regulations 
to obstruct and prevent the introduction or spread of infectious or con- 
tagious diseases to or within the state. They may establish quarantine 
ground In some suitable place, and establish the quarantine to be ob- 
served in such locality; and may there cause to be erected, temporary 
buildings or hospitals, necessary for the medical treatment of any per- 
sons "Who may be kept in quarantine and affected wltlh comtagious or in- 
fectious disease, for the inspection or disinfection of travelers* baggage, 
merchandise, and articles in transit through such quarantine grounds 
or stations; and they may enforce inspections of persons and articles at 
such srtations or grounds, as well as the purification of persons, bag- 
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gage and arti-cles, and require the traneportaitlon. of paBaengers Froia.N 
aaid quarantine station; and shall assign the charge and control of each n 
quarantine station to a competent physician and ills necessary asaiat- ii 
anta or empioyea, who shall r*»&lve such compejiHBJtion as the Board may m 
fix ae Uie value of tbedr services. Ail companies or Individuals operating ' 
or controlUng ralltMada, steamboats, coaches, public and private con- '. 
veyances. and ateajmers plyJjig the Ohio riyer or its trihutarles in thla lI 
state, shall obey the rulta and regula'tiona when imade and published by • 
the State Board of Health; and any person or owner having charge ot c 
any railway train, passenger coacb. steamboat, or public or private Ml 
conveyance, who shall refuse to obey such rules and regulations when i 
made and published by the Sta^te Board of Health, shall be guilty of a t 
mi'Sdemeaaor, and for each offense shall be punished by a fine of not leas u 
than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, or he Imprisoned In tho a 
county jail not less than ten no^r more than sisty days, or botli bo fined i 
and Imprisoned. (See Chap. 5, Sec. 49. a« to power to suppress con- ir 
taglous disease among cattle.) m 

Sec. 2050. The Board shall h-old its meetings semi-annually at aucli \X 
placeis and times as the majority of the Board may determine by a voita <■ 
taken at the previous meeting of the Board. A majority of the mem- i[_ 
bers shall eonatltnte a quorum for the transaction of business; they shall j 
elect the president of the Board from their own number, and may adopt i^ 
nilfa and by-laws subject to the provisione of this law. They are au- t 
thorized to send either the secretary or a special committee of the Board \r 
to oonsiilt and co-operate with the National Board o( Health, the State . 
Boards of Health of other states, or other sanitary organlzatlona. with « 
reference to location, drainage, water supply, the disposal of excrement, , 
garbage, the heating and ventilation of public and private buildings; ^ 
and the Board la empowered to co-operate with other State Boards of [-^ 
Health in prosecuting sanitary investigations, and whenever requested rt 
shall afford Information to any community as to the proper methods of t 
ventilating and heating the public buildings and school -bouses of the ^ 

Sec. 2051, Members sent on duty to be pajid. Whenever the State ^ 

Board of Health shall deem It necessary to send any member or mem- _ 
bers of said Baaird to any pla«e in this state, for the purpose of estab- 

Ksblng quarantine or to mahe any sanitary Investigation or survey. , 

said Board may allow such member or members ao aent a reasonable , 

compensation, to be paid out of the appropriation made by this law. ^ 

Seic. 20B2. Seeretary^ppolntment and removal of — office and duty. ^ 
The secretary shall be elected by the members composing the 3ta,l« , 
Board of Health on Ihe first Monday in January, one thousand eight \ 
hundred and nlnety-flve. and ahall hold his office for a term of four . 
years. an<I imtil bis succesaor ehall have been ele<!ted. He shall keep '^ 
his office at some centrally located place in this stajte designated by the j 
Board, and shall perform the dntiea prescribed by this law or required iJ 
by the Board. He shall keep a record of the transactions of the Board; , 
shall have the custody of all books, papers, documents and other prop- 
erty belonging lo the Board which may be deposited In his office: shall, > 
ao tar as practicable, communicate with other State Boards of Health, , 
end with the local BoerdB within this state; shall keep on file all reports \ 
received from such Boards, anfl all correspondence of the office apper- , 
tadning to the business of the Board; be shall, so far as poaalble. aid In , 
obtaining conitrlbutiorie to the library of the Board; shall prepare blnalt ; 
forms of returns, and such InBtnictlons as may be necessary, and for- ' 
ward them to the local Boards of Health; he shall collect information \ 
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ranoemlns vital statistics, knowledge respecting diseaisee, and all use- 
fkil InfonnatiOQ on the subject of byg^iene; and tbrougb an annual re- 
jwt. and otherwise, ae the Board may direct, shall dl'ssemlnate such 
iBformation among the people, and shall supply, on demand, to local 
I Boards of Health, reliable vaccine virus for gratuitous vaccination of 
the poor. 

Sec. 2053. Salary of secretary — compensation of members. The 
ncretary shall receive an annual salary, which shall be fixed by the 
9ute Board of Health, not exceeding the sum of twelve hundred dollars. 
nie Board shall quarterly certify the amount due him, and on presenta- 
tkm of said certificate, the auditor shall draw his warrant upon the 
treasurer for the amount. The members of the Board shall receive no 
(ompeiisatlon for their services, but their traveling and other necessary 
expenaee, while employed on the business of the Board, shall be allowed 
ad paid. The necessary piinting of the State Board of Health shall 
be done in the same way and upon the same conditions as other public 

printins ^^ done. 

Sec. 2054. Annual appropriation — how to expend. The sum of 
twenty-flve hundred dollars per annum, or so much thereof as may be 
kemed necessary by the State Board of Health, is hereby appropriated 
to pay the salary of the secretary, meet the contingent expenses of the 
flifice of secretary, and the expenses of the Board, which shall not ex- 
ceed the sum here appropriate<l. Said expenses shall be certified and 
paid in the same manner as the salary of the secretary. 

Sec. 2055. County Boards — appointment — ^term of oflace — poweirs 
ind duties — compensation — appointment of health oflacer. It shall be 
the duty of the State Board to appoint three or more intelligent and dis- 
freet citizens residing in each county of this state, who shall constitute 
1 local Board, shall hold their office for a term of two years from the 
date of their appodntment; and such local Boards are empowered, and it 
!hall be their duty, to Inaugurate and execute, and to require the heads 
ef families and other persons to execute such sanitary regulations as 
the local Board may consider expedient to prevent the outbreak and 
ipread of cholera, small-i>ox, yellow fever, scarlet fever, diphtheria, and 
|«ther epidemic diseases; *and to this end may bring the infected popula- 



♦Superlor Court of Kentucky, January Term, June 1, 1885 — Nelson 
ICwinty Court, Appellant, v. The Town of Bardstown, Appellee — Appeal 
I from Nelson Circuit Court. 

The court, being sufl!iciently advised, delivered the following opinion 
herein r 

There was no confiict in the evidence showing that in the early sum- 
aer of 1883 the small-pox prevailed in Bardstown to such an extent as 
to create apprehension that It would spread over the county, and to re- 
qoh^. In the opinion of the Tx>cal Board of Health, prompt action to re- 
•traln It. Tfhait Board directed the trustees of the town to erect a pest- 
hoose, which was done. Ground was lea.sed, necessary arrangements 
Bade and attendants employed. Those only were taken there and cared 
I fur who, being dependent on daily wages for dally bread, were left wltlh- 
oat any means of support when stricken down. Most of them lived in 
the to^wn limits, some of them outside. Among them only two had been 
theretofore provided for by the county as paupers. An ordinance of 
June 20th. amended .Tune 22d, of a preventive character, required a gen- 
eral vaccination ait the cost of the town, for those who were noor; an or- 
dinance of June 25th provifled for a lease of ground for a pesthouse, erec- 
tion of suitable buildings, employment of attendants, and levied an 
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tion under prompt and proper treatment during premonitory or other 
staiges of disease; and they are empowered to go upon and inspect any 
premises which they may believe are in an unclean or infectious oon*- 
dltion; and said Boards are authorized and shall have power to enforce 
the rules and regulations adopted by the State Board of Health; and 
any person who shall fail or refuse, after written notice from the local 
Board or State Board, to observe or obey the written request, shall be 
fined not less tban ten and not more than one hundred dollars for eacih. 
day he so fadls or neglects. And It shall be the duty of physicians prac- 
ticing their profession in any county in which a local Board is organized; 
to report all or any of the above mentioned diseases under their special 
treatment to such local Board; and it shall likewise be the duty of heads 
of famildes to report any of said diseases, when known by them to exist 
in their respective families, to such local Boaj'd, or to some member 
thereof, within twenty-four hours from his or her knowledge of the ex- 
istence of such disease; and such local Board shall make report to the 
State Board of Health at least once in every three months — first, of the 
character of the infectious and epidemic diseases prevailing in their 
county; second, the number reported as afflicted with such disease; 
third, the action taken by such Board in arresting the progress of such 



additional tax to meet the "heavy outlay of money" caused by the out- 
break of small-pox; and on the same day a committee was appointed to 
ask the county Judge "to make such appropriations as may be proper, to 
be paid by the county treasurer, to aid the truistees of Bardstown in: 
maintajniing the small-pox hospital, as all persons therein kept are citi- 
zens of Nelson, and some are residents of the county outside of said 
town." September 15th another committee was appointed to apply to 
the county court "to make appropriations toward paying the expenses 
Incurred by the town in taking care of small-pox patients." The county 
levy court met in October, and the order says: "This day came the town 
of Bardstown and presented a claim for $962.24, for taking care of 
small-pox patients, and suppressing said disease epidemic in Bardstown ; 
and vicinity, during the past summer, and asked that the county do pay , 
one-half of said claim ($481.12); and thereupon the court allowed said i 
town $250 on said claim, to which said town excepted, and prayed an ap- ; 
peal to the Nelson Circuit Court, which is granted." 

Afterward, on the same day, again came the town of Bardstown, and ' 
motioned the court to pay the full amount of said claim, to wit, $962.24; J 
and thereupon the court "refused to take any action." From this order - 
an appeal was prosecuted to the circuit court. "* 

The county Judge, when applied to by the committee, declined to, 
make any appropriation, supposing he had no right to do so. Nothinjf^ 
dione by the trustees was done at the instance or suggesition of any* 
county official. On this evidence the circuit court ordered the jury to' 
find a verdict in favor of the town for $796.24, subject to a credit of $250, ? 
allowed by the county court, the town having dismissed all of Its de-J 
mand but that much. * 

This direction can be sustained only on the assumption that the" 
county Is legally bound to reimburse any one for money expended by* 
him in caring for the destitute, though the expenditure was not author-* 
Ized by any county officer; or 'that it is bouAd to pay whatever may be* 
properly expended by any one acting under the direction of the Local* 
Board of Health, to prevent the spread of small-pox and to care for the'' 
destitute stricken by It. For if no liability existed, it can not be maio-* 
talned that the act of allowing $250 tends in any degree to create it. In " 

k 
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tpUhmtikm, and the visible effects of such aoUon, and akiall also make 
9ecUl reports wheo they deem it expedient, or when required by the 
9DUe Board; and the local Board shall receive sach compeoBBtlon for 
■eh serrlcaa as the county court in which the local Board is established 
ifeall, in their discretion, determine. The local Board shall appoint a 
Mnpetient physician, who shall be the health ofDcer of the county, and 
Aall liold his office for two years, and until his successor is appointed. 

Section 2056. Quarantine established by local Boards — ^notice to 
Slate Board and duty of— penalty a«;ainst carrier violatlnc^ rules. In 
ifee ODuntles borderins the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, and on the state 
Bms separating Kentucl^y from the states of West Virginia and Ten- 
msee, the local Boards of Health are empowered to declare and main- 
nfai quarantine in said county or counties, or in any particular place or 
llioea therein against the introduction of any contagious or infectious 
iigaaca prevailing in any other state or county. Provided, that so soon 
M such quarantine is established, the local Board declaring the same, 
duoo^h Us presiding or chief officer, shall, in writing, notify the State 
Board of Health of such quarantine, and the extent thereof; and there- 
upon the State Board of Health, in the exercise of its supervisory power 
ofer local Boards, shall, as early as practicable, by their sanitary or ex- 
watiTe committee, ascertain the necessity of such quarantine, and shall 

Bodmaa ▼. La Rue County, 3 Bush, 145, the county Judge, and in Marion 
Ooonty V. Averitt, 1 Ky. Law Rep. 267, a justice of the peace, had pro- 
nred the aervice to be rendered for the county, and a partial allowance 
bj the court was held to be a recognition of the professed agency, and 
leaves only the amount to be considered. Here there was no professed 
agent; no county official suggested the expenditure, and it is obvious 
that the town did not expend any of the money upon the assumption 
ff«n that it was acting for and on account of the county, or that it was 
the county's duty to do that which it was providing for, or that it would 
be paid by the county. No application to the county court or to any 
eouttty officer was made at the outset; the Board of Health ordered the 
tmsteea to act, and doubtless assuming it was their duty as trustees to 
do, they directed the expense to be incurred. They then asked the 
county Judge for such contribution to aid the town as he thought proper; 
tnd they asked the county court to allow them only half they had ex- 
pended np to this time. It is evident that the town asked aid on strong 
■oral ground, and did not assert a legal demand. 

Nevertheless, if such demand existed, it was not lost by what was 
fane. Section 2 of Chapter 86 of the General Statutes provides: 
nt shall be the duty of the county courts to provide for the support 
•C the paupers of their respective counties." Section 1, Article XVl, of 
ChaiJter 28, confers Jurisdiction on county courts to make provisions for 
te maintenance of the poor. 

The Act of April 28, 1880, amending the Act of March 16, 1878, es- 
ablishing a Board of Health, provides for Local Boards of Health, and 
teclarea that they "are empowered, and it shall be their duty to inaoi- 
gORHte and execute, and require the heads of families to execute, such 
■mitary regulations as the Local Board may consider expedient to pre- 
vent the outbreak and spread of cholera, small-pox, yellow fever, scar- 
tot ferver, diphtheria and other epidemic diseases; and to this end may 
MttfiT the infected population under prompt and proper treatment during 
premonitory or other stages of disease; and they are empowered to go 
ipon and Inspect any premises which they may believe are in an unclean 
V infectious condition; and said Boards are authorized to enforce the 
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either approve of said quaranUae, and enforce tihe aame, or declare tlio 

same raised. The State Board of Health and its agents, employea, or 
the local Boards of Health, acting under the direction and reeuJations 
o£ the State Boaj-d, when tJiey have reasonable ground to believe that 
ajiy packet or other steamboat, bajge, or other water craft aavigaLlne 
the Mi'BWSBippl or Ohio rivers, or any of their trtbularies, la infected 
with any epidemic or infectious disease, a^e empowered to prevent the 
landing of such craft at any point or places on the Kentucky shore: and 
they are also empowered, when they have reasonaible grounds to believe 
any iiallway train, ooach, or other vehicle conitaana persona or articles 
infected with epidemic or infectious dlseafies, to detain at amy station 
or point on such railway or mad, such train, coach, or vehicle (or a time 
sufficient to disinfect or purify the same: Provided, quarantine ba« 
been established at such staXion or place by aotion of said Boards; and 
any railway conductor, driver or person In chaj-ge of any coach or vehi- 
cle wlio shall wilfully avoid or prevent the inspection or purification of 
the coaches or vehicles under hie charge or control shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanoi', and fined not leas than fifty nor more than five hundred 
dollars, and imprisoned not less than ten nor more than sixty days, or 
both BO fined or Imprisoned. 

Sec. 2037. Boards may exaanUije into causes of dlaease — notice to 



rules and regulations adopted by the State Board of Health." The Jl 
Local Board is to be paid by the county court. 

No provision Is made ae to the means by which the Board may en- 
force the execution of sanitary regulations, or "bring the infected popu- ■'' 
latton under prompt and proper treatment." It provides no fund to pay ' 
the expense involved in the disciarge of the duty imposed, and It does ■■ 
not declare upon whose credit the Board shall act. • 

Prior to this act lit rested with 'the county court, or county judge In. •■ 

vacation (General Statutes, Chapiter 86, Section 10), to say what persons '' 

were paupers, and as such entitled to the public aid; and for matters of • 

mere maintenance, that la stil! tie law. However urgent may have been ' 

the personal need, whether for abater, broad or medi<dne, the public ' 

charity came through these agenta only, and no one else could creaite a * 

debt against the county hy giving them necessary help. *■ 

While the act in question doee not create a new or additional duty In '■ ' 

the county, it doee create a new agent in regard to matters ol genen^ *o 

health, and makes its decision ae to what ought to be done conclu9lv« * 

on the county, so far as to charge it with the expenses Incurred In cariatg rf 

for the indigent, afflicted with any of the oontaglous or Infeotloua dia- I ' 

eases referred to by the statute- Any other interpretation makes ti« i 

Board merely an advisory body, Incapable of doing thoee things whlcih > i 

the atatitte declares it has power to do, and which its duty requires It <m 

It is In discharge of the ordinary social duty to care tor the helpless, IC 
but it goes further. II the poor man Is neglected he may starve or a 
freeze, hut the calamity Is personal, and his grave hides It; but if, hav- ( ' 
Ing an infectious disease, which poisons the air, he la left where he li«a, M 
the entire community is menaced. In such case the statute confers on «• 
the Board the power to do what it may deem necessary to prevent the ,_ 
spread ot the disease. It has no fund given it out at which to pay. It ^ 
Is the duty of the county to provide for the poor, and the Board Is th* ^ 
constituted agent to see that provision la made in such cases. On its m 
order the town did what it required, and having, under the order of tiw 
proper agent, done what the law gave the agent power to have done, the 
county was properly held liable. The judgment is affirmed. 



J 
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►ve naiaance — penaHy. The State Board of Health and the local 
il8 thali have power and authority to examine into all nulEKLmoea, 
ce0 of filth and causes of sickness that may, In their opinion, be 
rious to the health of the inhabitants within any county in this 
i, or in any veesel within any harbor or port in any county in this 
r, and whenever any such nuisance, source of filth or cause of sick- 

BbaJ] be found to exist on any private property, or in any vessel 
in any p«t or harbor of any county in this state, or upon any 
T cotiiTse in this state, the State Board of Health, or local Boards of 
th, elMLll have power and authority to order, in writing, the owner 
ccupant thereof, at his own expense, to remove the same within 
ity-four hours, or within such reasonable time thereafter as such 
"d may order; and if the owner or occupant shall neglect so to do, 
hall be fined not less than ten nor more than one hundred dollars, 
eacb day's continuance of such nuisance, or source of filth, or cause 
ckness, after the owner or occupant thereof shall have been notified 
smove same, shall be a separate offense. 

Sec. 2058. Duty of county attorney. It shall be the duty of the 
ity attorney of each county to prosecute any person who shall violate 
provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 2059. City boards — appointment — term of oflace — powers and 
' — appointment of health officer. It shall be the duty of the oouncir 
very city in this state of ten thousand inhabitants or more to ap- 
it a Board of Health for such city, to consist of six persons, not 
ibers of such council, who shall be appointed as follows: Two per- 
I for a term of one year, two persons for a term of two years, and 
];)er9on8 for a term of three years, and at least three of whom sball 
ompetent physicians. The mayor of such city shall be ex-oflacio a 
iber of such Board of Health. Upon the expiration of the term of 
e of any member of a Board of Health appointed under this section, 
successor shall be appointed for a term of three years. It shall be 
duty of the board of trustees or council of every incorporated city or 
a of less than ten thousand and more than two thousand five hun- 
1 in.habitants to appoint a Board of Health for such city or town, 
onaifit of three persons, not members of such board of trustees or 
ttcil, ^vho shall hold their office for a term of three years, and until 
r fruoceosors have been appointed. Such Boards of Health shall or- 
ize w<thin ten days after their appointment, and shall elect a com- 
snt physician, who shall be the health oflBcer of such city or town, 

the executive officer of and ex-offlcio a member of such Board of 
Jth. Such local Boards shall have the same powers within their re- 
stive cities and towns as local Boards for counties are invested with 
this chapter. 

Sec 2060. Compensation of health officer — removal — address to be 
t State Board. Physicians appointed as health officers for cities, 
ns and counties shall receive reasonable compensation for their 
rices, to be allowed by the councils, trustees or county courts of the 
es, towns or counties, and to be paid as other city, town or county 
jere are paid, *and such officers may be removed at any time by the 



♦Couirt of Appeals of Kentucky, January 27, 1898 — H. P. Stepthiens, 
mty Judge, etc., Appellant, v. John R. Allen, Appellee. Appeal from 
rton ClTCtiit Court. 

Opinion of the Court by Judge Paiynter. 

The appellee, John R. Allen, was duly appointed and qualified as a 
nber of the Local Board of Health for the county of Kenton, and was 

12 



178 Laws, Rules aiul Regxdaiions, 

local Boards appointing them. It shall be the duty of each local author- > 
ity to transmit to the office of the State Board the name and postoffice s 
address of each officer appointed by it. Any physician or head of a -^ 
family who shall fail or refuse to report to the local Board of Health ;; 
cases of cholera, small-pox, yellow fever, scarlet fever, diphtheria and if 
other epidemic diseases, as provided for in section two thousand and ^ 
fifty-five of the act mentioned in the title of this act, shall be fined not 
less than five dollars for each day he neglects or refuses to report. 

Sec. 2061. Existing Boards and health officers continued. All ex- 
isting local Boards and health officeirs shall remain in office until re- 
moved as herein provided, or until their respectdve terms expire, and 
their successors shall be appointed as herein provided. 

Sec. 2062. 1. Appropriation to prevent yellow fever and cholera — 
expenditures to be reported. That the sum of ten thousand dollars be. 



chairman of the Board. He served as a member of the Board for two 
years, and for the services which he rendered he brought this action 
against the fiscal court of the couuty for the sum of $100, which amount 
was adjudged him. 

Section 2055, Kentucky Statutes, among other things, p(rovides that: 
"The Ix>oal Board shall receive such compensation for such services as 
the county court in which the Ijocal Board is established, shall. In their 
discretion, determine." 

The fiscal court refused to allow anything for his services. The 
legislature intended that the members of the Local Board of Health 
should be fairly compensated for the services they are required by law 
to render. The discretion of the fiscal court with reference to the com- 
pensation to which such Board Is enrt:itled, is not an arbitrary one, but 
is a sound judicial discretion, and one that can be controlled. If the 
fiscal court has an arbitrary discretion in the matter, they could refuse 
to allow any compensation, however valuable and meritorious might 
be the services of the members of the Local Board of Health. 

The city of Covington is situated in the county of Kenton, and be- 
ing a city of over ten thousand Inhabitants, It is the duty of the city 
council to appoint a Board of Health for the city. It does not appoar in 
this record whether or not the council performed its duty in that re- 
spect, but we presume that it did; but whether it did or not is not 
important to determine in this case, because the appellee is seeking to 
recover from the county of Kenton compensation for his services ren- 
dered as a member of the Local Board of Health tor that county. It is 
insisted that under the system of govemaneait that obtains in the county 
of Kenton in respect to its county and fiscal aiKairs, that if the plaintiff 
was entitled to anything it should be paid proportionately by the county 
outside of the city of Covington, and by that part embraced in the cor- 
porate limits of the city of Covington, according to the taxable prop- 
erty in the respective territories. 

We understand, as the court did below, that the plaintiff does not 
seek in this action pay from the county for aervices performed in the 
city. It is the fiscal court of the county which has charge of the fiscal 
affairs of the county, levies taxes, allows claims against the county, and 
makes appropriations to pay them; and the plaintiff properly sued the 
fiscal court for his services. 

It is contended that as the appellee lived in tihe city of Covington he 
was not eligible to a position on the Local Board of Health for the 
county. All that is necessary to say on this question is that no such 
issue was made by the pleadings; hence we do not consider the question 
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and the «une Is hereby appropriated, which ehall ooiuatitute a ''contin- 
gent fund," any part of which may, from time to time, be used for pre- 
yentinir the introduction of cholera or yellow fever into this dtate, or for 
the suppreflsion thereof if introduced. No part of the ten thouiaand dollars 
shall be used for any other purpoee than that expressed in this section, 
nof shall any part thereof be used except at such time or times as in the 
jndg^nent of the Governor of this commonwealth neceeeity therefor ex- 
ists; but whenever, in the Judgment of the Governor, it shall be neces- 
sary to take action to prevent the introduction or spread of either of 
said diseases, he is authorized and directed, from time to time, to draw 
his written order for so much of the ten thousand dollars as may be nec- 
essary in favor of the State Board of Health, and on receipt of such order 
the auditor shall draw his warrant on the treasurer for the amount of 
roch orders of the Governor, and said sums eo received by the State 



as to -whether or not he was eliigible to hold the position as member of 
the Local Board of Health. 
Tbe judgment is affirmed. 



Bell County v. Blair. Filed May 11, 1899--Appeal from the Bell 
Circuit Court. 

Opinion of the Court by Judge White. 

Tbe appellee, Blair, is a regular practicing physician and a mem- 
ber of the Board of Health of Bell County, having been duly appointed 
by the State Board of Health. In the year 1898 there was an epidemic 
of sm&ll-pox in the city of Middlesboro, a city of the fourth class, situ- 
ated in Bell county. By direction of the County Board of Health, and 
under the supervision of the State Board, the aippellee was employed to 
take charge of the pesthouse, or house of detention, and there to treat 
indigent persons brought there. Appellee did this, and was engaged 
wme time In February and March, 1898. He presented a claim to the 
flacal ooupt of Bell county for this service. That court refused to allow 
any sum to appellee, and he prosecuted an appeal by petition to the 
circuit court. In the circuit court a demurrer to the petition was over- 
ruled, and appellant answered, in which was pleaded that the epidemic 
was oooiflned wholly within the city limits of Middlesboro, and also a 
denial of the services and the value as charged. The court sustained a 
demurrer to the answer, pleadimg as a defense that the epidemic was 
I wholly in the city of Middleeboro, and a trial was had b^ore a Jury, 
who 'fixed the value of the services at $250, and for that sum Judgrment 
I was reiiidered, and from that judgment this appeal is prosecuted. 

There is no bill of exceptions in the record, and the only question 
Ipresenited is on the pleadings. 

By the second paragraph of the answer, to which a demurrer was 
Instalned, it was pleaded that all the cases of small-pox attended by ap- 
pellee "were in the city of Middlesiboro, and also pleaded that, with the 
intention to charge appellant inistead of the city, the Board of Health of 
Ibe county (two of its members being citizens and taxpayers of the city) 
Ifhiudulently acted with the Intention to charge the county and relieve 
Itke city from the burden. The allegation is not in these terms, but can 
jiBly mean this. 

By Section 2059 of the Kentucky Statutes it is made the duty of 

|»r«ry ol»ty cf the state with over 2,500 inhabitants, to appoint a Board 

Healrth, and these Boards are given the same power and Jurisdiction 

their territory as have the County Boards, and are burdened by the 
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Board of Health, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be ex- 
pended by said Board In the work of protecting the people of this State 
against the introduction or spread of these diseases. 

2. The State Board of Health shall keep a full and separate account 
of all moneys expended out of said ten thousand dollars appropriation, 
and shall report an itemized statement thereof to the General Assembly. 



SMALL-POX. 
Chapter 119, Kentucky Statutes. 

Section 4607. Penalty for importing into state. If any person shall 
willfully or designedly import or bring the small-pox or any variolous 
or infectious matter of the said disease into this commonwealth from any 
other country or place whatsoever, or shall cause the same to be done, 
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 4608. Adults to be vaccinated. All persons of the age of 
twenty-one years and over, who have not been vaccinated, or, if vac- 
cinated, not successfully, shall, wiitlhin three months after this revision 
takes effect, procure their own vaccina/tlon or revaocination, as the case 
may be. 

Sec. 4609. Minors and Infants — vaccination. All parents, guardians 
and other persons having the care, custody or control of any child or 
children, or who may have in their employ any minor or minors, shall 
have the same vaccinated; and every parent, guardian and person that 
may have the care, custody or control of any child bom hereafter, shall 
have said child vaccinated wi'thin twelve months after its birth, or after 
it comes under his or her care, custody or control. 

Sec. 4610. Persons coming firom other states to be vaccinated. All 
persons coming into this state to abide or become citizens, who have not 



same duties and obligations; and by Section 2060 it is provided that each 
city, town or county shall pay its own Boards of Health. 

By Section 3490, Sub-section 6, cities of the fourth class are em- 
powered to provide by ordinance for the regulation and prevention of 
contagious diseases, and all necessary powers given to provide for the 
City Board of Health provided by Section 2059. 

We are of opinion that, construing these two provisions of the law, 
it is clearly the duty of the cities of the state of over 2,500 inhabitants 
to care for and maintain, through their own Board of Health, all cases 
of con/tagious disease, and of such other matters as come within the 
Jurisdiction of the Board of Health. 

The jurisdiction of the City Boards of Health, being equal in all 
cases to that of the County Boards, must be held to be, so far as the 
territory of the city is concerned, exclusive of the County Board, and the 
expenses of the city must be borne by the city and not by the county. 

If, as alleged in the answer, all the cases of small-pox attended by 
appellee were in and of the city of Middlesboro, they come within the 
Jurisdiction of the City Board, and without the jurisdiction of thfe 
County Boaird for Bell county, and for services rendered therefor appel- 
lant is not bound. 

For the error in sustaining a demurper to the second paragraph of 
the answer the Judgment is reversed and cause remanded for further 
proceedings consistent herewith. 
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been vaccinated, or who may have children under their care or cooitrol 
that have not been vaccinated, shall procuire the vaccination of thean- 
selves and said children within six monitha after coming into the stateu 

Sec. 4611. City councils may require persons to be vaccinated. The 
city council of every city, and the board of trustees of every town in 
the state, are invested with full power ajid aAithorlty to make such ordi- 
nances, rules and regulations, with fines and penalties attached, as will 
secure the vaccination of all the inhaibitants of said cities and towns, 
and provide the necessary means to pay for the vaccination of all pau- 
pers and destitute peiisons in same. 

Sec. 4612. Inmates of charitable institutions and penitentiary to be 
vaccinated. The superintendents of the charitable institutions of the 
state shall have all the inmates of said Institutions vaccinated. The 
keeper of the penitentiary shall have all the convicts in same vac- 
cinated. 

Sec. 4613. Pure vaccine matter to be used. All vaccination per^ 
formed under this article shall be with pure vaccine matter. 

Sec. 4614. County court may appoint physician to vaccinate — ^feesi. 
That It shall be the duty of the county Judge of the county court of each 
county, whenever, in hisi opinion, the necessity for such action exists, 
to call his court together, and said court lahall have power to give to 
some practicing physician or physicians of the county written authority 
to vaccinate all persons in the county who are unable to procure vac- 
cination. The physician so appointed shall fumish to the judge of said 
court a true list, under oath, of the persons vaccinated by him, with the 
charges thereof, which shall not exceed twenty-five cents for each suc- 
cessful vaccination; and the judge shall report the same to the court of 
claims for his county, and the court shall order the charges to be paid 
out of the county levy. 

Sec. 4615. Patients having small-pox — care to be 'taken of. Every 
I)erson superintending a hospital or other place where a patient having 
small-pox is confined, shall prohibit all intercourse therewith of per- 
sons not having had the disease, and shall, before discharging a patient, 
or suffering him to be removed, take due care that his person is thor- 
oughly cleansed, and his clothes, such as have not been infected with 
the disease, under the penalty of ten dollars. 

Sec. 4616. Persons going where smail-pox is may be confined. If 
any person who has never had small-pox shall go into a house where 
the disease Is, or associate with a person who is afflicted therewith, any 
justice of the peace, on due proof of the fact, may cause such person to 
be conveyed to some houise or place in the county where the disease will 
not spread, there to remain until he shall have gone through the dis- 
ease, or until a physician shall certify that he will not take same. If 
such person be not able to pay the expense of his nursing, the county 
ehall pay the same. 

Sec. 4617. Penalty for willfully spreading. If any person shall 
willfully endeavor to spread or propagate the small-pox he shall be 
subject to be indicted and fined the sum of five hundred dollars, or to 
be imprisoned for six months. 

Sec. 4618. Penalty for person having small-pox going in publio 
places. Any person who, having reason at the time to believe himself 
afflicted with the disease of small-pox, shall voluntairily go upon any 
public highway or street, or to any place at which people are accustomed 
to collect or assemble, or who shall enter or go on board any steam- 
boat, railroad car or other public conveyance, and all persons who shall 
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knowingly aid or assifrt any one thus to offend, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be flnied not less than one 
hundred nor more than <jne thouoan-d dollars. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Adopted by the State Board of Health of Kentucky. 

(It is i-ecommended that they also be adopted by each city and county 
Board of Health in the state.) 

Rule 1. Each local Board of Health shall elect a competent physi- 
cian as Its secretary, and he shall, by such election, become the health 
officer of the territory under its jurisdiction. The name and postoffice 
address of such officer shall be at once sent by him to the State Board of 
Health. Such officer shall enforce the rules and regulations of the State 
Board of Health and his own Board; shall keep a correct report of its 
proceedings, and of Ms official acts; shall report quarterly, and at such 
other times as may be required by the State Board of Health, and per- 
form such other' duties ajs may be required by his own or the State Board. 
Local Boards of Health shall recommend to their respective fls<»Ll courts 
and councils the value of the services of the health officer, to be paid 
under Sec. 2060, Kentucky Statutes. 

Rule 2. The health officer shall make a sanitary survey of the ter- 
ritory under his Jurisdiction, for the purpose of ascertaining the exist- 
ence of conditions detrimental to the public health. Including in such 
survey, swamp lands, stagnant ponds, imperfect drainage, sewerage, 
cess-pools and wiater-cloeets; the oonstructlon, ventilation and drainage 
of public buildings, schoolhouses, prisons, hospitals, eleemosynary in- 
stitutions, and such nuisances as mJght prove detrimental to the public 
health, and shall take proper steps to secure the abatement of such 
nuisance or condition. 

Rule 3. Upon proper notification, City and County Boards of Health 
shall exercise especial supervision over the location, drainage^ water 
supply, heating, ventilation, plumbing and disposal of excreta of the 
schools, schoolhouses and all public buildings within their Jurisdiction, 
and where any hygienic faults exist it shall be the duty of said Board 
of Health, upon notification of proper authorities, to Immediately ex- 
amine the same and advise such chamges as will result In a correction 
of any existing defects. 

DISEASES DANGEROUS TO PUBLIC HEALTH. 

Rule 4. Whenever any parent, guardian or other person having 
charge of the sick in his or her family, or having charge of any one re- 
siding temporarily therein, shall know or suspect that such person or 
persons are affected with small-pox, diphtheria, membraneous croup, 
scarlet fever, measles or other communicable diseases dangerous to the 
public health, the person having supervision of the sick shall immedi- 
ately give notice to the health officer within whose jurisdiction he or 
she may re«?ide. 

Rule 5. When any physician shall know or suspect that any person 
whom he is called upon to visit has diphtheria, membraneous croup, 
scarlet fever, measles, or any other communicable diseases dangerous 
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to the public health, such physioi&n shall immediately give notice (to- 
gether with the locality and description of the case) to the Board of 
Health within whooe Jurisdlctioin he may reside. 

Rule 6. No parent, gxiardian or other person having control of any 
child or chdldren shall allow or permit any such child or children to go 
fix>in any house or building injected with diphtheria, membraneous 
croup, scarlet fever, measles, or other communicable disease dangerous 
to the public health, to attend any church, Sunday-sohool or public 
gathering, or to travel in any street oar or public vehicle, vessel or 
steamer, or to travel or to appear on any highway or street without first 
procuring a permit from the Board of Health or its proper oflacer. 

Rule 7. . It shall be imlawful for any person to enter or leave any 
hoiupe or building infected wlith small-pox, diphtheria, membraneoua 
croup, scarlet fever, or any communicable disease dangerous to the 
ptiblic health, to attend any church, public meeting or place of amuise- 
meoit, or to travel on any street car or public vehicle, vessel or steamer, 
or to travel or appear on any public street or highway, without first 
making a complete change of clothing and procuring a permit from the 
Board of Health exercising jurisdiction. 

Rule 8. No person who is, or has been recently, affected with diph- 
theria, membraneous croup, smiaJll-pox, scarlet fever, or any communi- 
cable disease dangerous to the public health, shall be permitted to 
travel or appear upon the public streets or highway, or to appear in any 
public place or gathering, or to travel in any public vehicle or vessel, 
until a certificate is made by the attending physician to the Board of 
Health within whose jurisdiction the case occurs, stating that all danger 
from contagion by reason of such disease is passed, and such certificate 
is approved and endorsed by said Board of Health. 

Rule 9. Whenever the Board of Health or its proper officer shall 
know or suspect the existence of any communicable disease dangerous 
to the public health, and there be no plhysician in attendance, or should 
any physician, while in attendance, fail or refuse to immediately report 
such case to the Board of Health, it shall be the duty of said Board 
of Health, or its inspectors, to examine such case or cases of alleged 
communicable disease dangerous to the public health and act as required 
by the rules governing said Board of Health in such cases of communi- 
cable diseases. 

Rule 10. It shall be the duty of each local Board of Health to make 
a written request of the fiscal court or city council of the jurisdiction 
In which it is located to provide suitable grounds, buUdings and equip- 
ments for an ''eruptive hospital," and to remove to it at once any case' 
of small-pox that may occur or come within its jurisdiction; and in all 
cases where there has been am exposure, or a suspected exposure to 
small-pox of any person, it shall be the duty of the Board of Health 
under whose jurisdiction said person may be temporarily or perma- 
nently residing, to quarantine for twenty day® such persons as may ha;ve 
been exposed or suspected of having been exposed to small-pox, and to 
vaccinate or revacclnate all who may have been thus exposed. It shall 
be the imperative duty of the Board of Health to enforce this rule, and 
in case of refusal or neglect by said Board of Health to comply with 
the requirements of this rule, it shall be the duty of the secretary of the 
State Board of Health to assume charge, and either in person or by his 
Inspectors enforce the foregoing rule. The Board of Health shall em- 
ploy such guards, nurses and medical and other assistance, and procure 
such food, clothing, bedding, vehicles and other things as may be neces- 
sary for the proper and humane care of such afflicted and exposed per- 
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sons; an^ the reaiBonable expeiiBe ti«r«>( shall be borae by the flacal"" 
court or couneil having jiiriadiotlon. 

Riil-e 11. Whenever a phyBlolan 1b called upon to attend a cbjsb or 
small-pox, dipbthwla. membraneous croup or scarlet fever (if aueh caiae 
be outside of the corporate liinits ot aay olty where there le no organized 
Board of Health), it shall be his duty to placard the house Ln which aucfi 
disease prevails, by plaiclng a flag or card not l«9e than twelve laobee 
long In a cons|>lcuou3 place on aaiid house, the card or flag to be procoi-ed 
from the county health officer on application. After the house la flagged 
or placarded all perBona, and eapecially all children, all having the care 
of children and all going where childTen are, ehall be excluded, except 
upon a permit from the Board of Health. When the disease has sub- 
sided and the house Is dilslnfect«d, th« physician in chaj'ge shiall cause 
the flag or card to be ramovetl. When the above named dlseaeea occui- 
within the corporate limits of a nity or town where there is an organized 
Board of Health, the health ofllcer, when duly notified, aball pause said 
cards or flags to be properly plated and removed. The card or flag for 
small-pox shall be yellow, and have the name of the disease printed 
thereon. The card or flag for diphtheria, merabi'uneous croup and 
scarlet f^ever shall be red. wtth the mame of the disease printed thereon. 
No person aha!] remove, or eause to l>e removed, any such cai-d or flag, 
until a cer'tiflcate is made by the attending physician eatiafaotory to 
the health officer In authority, that the disease haa subsided and all 
rtaniger of contagion by reason of such fltst-ase Is passed, and thai proper 
disinfection satisfactory to the health officer has been accomplished. 
Any peraon causing the removal or mutilation of said card or flag before 
a proper <^rtiHcate has been placed in the bands of the health ofllcer in 
authoi-ity. upon conviction, shall be subject to the penalties of law. In 
cities or towns flags or cards shall be provided by city or town authori- 
ties, and outside the corporate limits o( cities or towms by county au- 
thorities. Every physl<dan attending a caae of small-pox, diphtheria, 
membraneoua croup, scarlet fever, or other communicable disease dan- 
gerous to the public health, shall use every reasonable precaution to 
prevent communicatimg the disease to others. 

Rule 12. It is hereby made Ihe duty of any person having charge 
of the reraailns of one who has died ot amall-pox to cause the body to 
be interred within twelve hours after death; and It shall be the duty ot 
any person having charge of the remains of those who died of small- 
pox, scarlet fever, diphtheria and membraneous croup, to cause said 
remains to be immediately wrapped In a sheet saturated with a solnUon 
of bl-Chloride of mercury in the proportion of one ounce of bi-cblorlde 
of mercury to the gallon of water, and placed In a coflin. wihicb nhall 
be securely closed, and the coffin not to be again op«Tied. In all such 
cases the funeral shall be strictly private, and no public or church 
funeral held, or any person permitted to enter the bouse containing the 
remains except the undertalter and his assistants and the clergyman, 
unless by permtssiom of the Board of Health. 

PURIFICATION" AND DISINFECTION. 
Rule 13. The room in which there has been a case of conlaglous 
disease dangerous to the public health, must be lmme<ilately disinfected 
following the recovery of the slch or the removal of the remains, ae fol- 
lows, to wit: Thoroughly boil everything which can l>e so treated. All 
artlclPB which can not be boiled must be spread out on chairs. Mat- 
tresses should be opened and stood on edge. Open all closets, chests or 
tninlrs, but let nothing remain In them. Paste strips or sheets of paper 
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oyer keyholes, cracks, •stovepipe lic^es, aad shut tightly all windows and 
doors. Place a tub containing about two inches of water in the room. 
Put two bricks in the tub and on them place a tin pie pan or any old iron 
Teasel. Into the vessel put three pounds of sulphur for every 1,000 
cubdc feet of room space, moisten with alcohol and set on fire. Imme- 
diately leave the room and tightly close the door. Sulphur candles may 
be bought from all druggists, and may be safely used instead of pro- 
oeedfing as above. At the end of twenty-four hours open the windows, 
top and bottom, and air the room until all odor of sulphur Is gone. 
Take out the various articles, including carpet, and submit them to air 
and sunshine for several days. Thoroughly clean the room, scrubbing 
all the wood work with soap and water and rewhitewash or recalcdmine 
the walls and ceiling. If walls are papered, have the paper removed 
and new paper put on. 

If any house is infected with small-pox and Is so constructed that, in 
the opinion of the Board of Health, it can not be safely and thorouglily 
disinfected, after due notice such house should be condemned as a nui- 
sance, under Section 2057 of the statutes, and the owner required to 
destroy it. 

QUARANTINE. 

Rule 14. No common carrier or other person shall bring into the 
state of Kentucky any person sick or suispeoted of being sick with 
Asiatic cholera, small-pox, yellow fever, typhus fever, diphtheria, mem- 
braneous croup and scarlet fever, or any other communicable disease 
dangerous to the public health. 

Rule 15. When any railway car, steamboat, vessel or other con- 
veyance coming from a place or locality declared by the State Board 
of Health having jurisdiction as being infected with Cholera, small-pox, 
typhus fever or yellow fever, or having on board any person or persons 
affected with any of the above mentioned diseases enters any part or 
place in the state of Kentucky, such railway car, steamboat, vessel or 
other conveyance, and the crew, officers, passengers, baggage, merchan- 
dise and freight shall be subject to such inspection and disinfection as 
may be ordered by the State Board of Health. 

Rule 16. If any person is found on any railway car, steamboat, 
vessel or other conveyance who is sick with cholera, small-pox, typhus 
fever or yellow fever, he or she shall be immediately removed by the 
health authorities within whose jurisdiction such person is found, and 
isolated and properly cared for until the termination of the disease, and 
the necessary expense of such isolation and care (if the person so re- 
moved is unable to pay the same) ^all be a valid claim against and be 
refunded by the owners, agents or assigns of the railway car, steamboat, 
vessel or other conveyance from which such person or persons were 
removed. 

Rule 17. In case of small-pox, or persons reasonably suspected of 
having bee€n exposed thereto, shall be removed from such railway car, 
.etenmboat, vessel or other conveyance, and be isolated for fourteen (14) 
days from the last exposure. In case of typhus fever, all persons rea- 
sonably suspected of having been exposed thereto shall be removed and 
isolated for twenity-one (21) days from the last exposure. In case of 
cholera or yellow fever, all persons reasona/bly suspected of having 
"been exposed thereto shall be removed and isolated for five (5) days from 
last exposure. The clothing of persona so removed, and all baggage, 
luggage, freight or merchandise found on any railway, steamboat, vessel 
or other conveyance on which there is any person sick with cholera, 
small-pox, typhus fever or yellow fever, and reasonably suspected of 
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bavliii; b««in infected, sliall be at once dl^nfecited or deetroTed, lind auch 
railway car, steamboat, vessel or other conveyance shall also be dlain- 
fected as required by tlie Board of Health having jurlsdictJon. 

Rule 18. When deemed necessary by the State Board of Health, to 
prevent the spread of cholera, and after ten (ID) days' noUce, «ach amid 
every railway car, steamiboat. vessel in or coming into the state of Ken- 
tuchy. amd used for the transportation of passeaigers eball be provided 
witi means BatiHfa:c1»ry to said Board of Health for dlalnfectinE the 
excreta of paaeengera and crews. 

Rule 19. It shall be the duty of the conductor of any railway train, 
and the master of any steamboat, or vessel, to Immediately notify by tel- 
egram the secretary of the State Board of Health, at Bowling Green, of 
any case or auspeoted caae of cholera, emall-pox, yellow fever or typhuB 
tevor occurring on board such train, boat or vessel within the Itmlta of 
the state of Kentncky. 

Rule 20. It shall be th« duly of tie Board of Health or other 
health authorities of any town, city or oouuty, to at once furnish the 
State Board of Health with a true copy of any qujarantine orders op 
regulations adopted by said Board of Health authority, aa against any 
foreign state or municipality or couaty within the etat* of Kentucky. 

SCHOOLS. 

Rule 21. No person affected with any contagious or infectious dis- 
ease shall be admitted in.to any public or private school. 

Rule 22. No parent, gnaiiliian or other person, having charge or 
control of any child or children, shall allow or permit any auch child or 
children to go from any house or building infected with scarlet ferer, 
diphtheria, small-pox, measles, whooping-cough, cholera, or other con- 
tagious or infectious disease dangerous to public health, to attend any 
public or private school. 

Rule 23. No person ^all be admitted Into any public or private 
school who may recently haAfe been affected with amall-pos, scarlot 
fever, diphtheria, cholera, whooping-cough, measles, or other con- 
bigious or infections diseases dangerous to public health, nor from amy 
of the diseases named, until first presenl-iag a eertiflcate signed by a 
reputable phyalolan that all danger of communicating auch disease to 
ofcherB is pasaed. 

Rule 24. The county, city and town health offlcers shall exercise 
(■special hygienic supervision over the Bchoola and schoolhouses irlthln 
their respective jurisdictions, and where defects are found It shall be 
the duty of said ofBcers to immediately call the atten-tion of the school 
ftuthorlMee thereto, and see that they have them removed. 

VACCINATION. 

Rule 2E. Every child should be vaccinated before H becomes two 
years of age. and this Eioard recommends that all persona be revac- 
ctnated as often aa once In five years. 

Rule 2fi, All incoTTwrated corporations or companies within the 
jurisdiction of this Board shall cause each new employe to be vaccinated 
«*n entrance, unless proof is furnished of recent sucoeasful vaccination. 

Rule 27. No peirson shall become a membier of any puWic school 
within the Jurisdiction of this Board, as teacher or scholar, without fur- 
nishing a certificate from some reputable phyalolan that he or she has 
been siicceesfnlly vaccinated. 
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DISEASED ANIMALS AND SLAUGHTER HOUSES. 

Rule 28. No animal affected with an imfiectiiauB or oonftaigioufi diaease 
shall be brought or kept within th© limits of the jurisdiction of this 
Board, except by permission of the Board. No dioeased anlmail or its 
flesh, and no decayed, diseased or unfit meat, fish, vegetables or fruit, 
or diseased, impure or adulterated milk or other article shall be sold 
or offered for sale as food. 

Rule 29. No slaughter house or abattoir shall be estaiblislhed or used 
as such within the jurisdiction of this Board without a permit and unless 
kept free from all obnoxious smells, and all offal removed every day; 
and no melting or rending house, and no place for manufacturing or 
other business giving rise to obnoxious or injurious vapors or odors, 
shall be established or used as such within tihe jurisdiction of this Board, 
except by its special permission and location. 

DAIRIES AND DAIRY CATTLE. 

Rule 30. No building shall be used for sitaibling cows for dairy pur- 
poses which is not well lighted, ventilated, drained and constructed. 
No building shall be used for stabling cows for dairy purposes which is 
not provided with a suitable floor, laid with proper grades and channels 
to carry off all drainage; if a public sewer abuts the premises upon which 
such buildings are situated they shall be connected therewith and fur- 
nished with proper sanitary traps. 

Rule 31. No building Shall be used fior stabling cows for dairy pur- 
X>oses which is not provided with good ami sufficient feeding troughs or 
l>oxes, and with a covered, water-tight receptacle outside the building 
for the reception of dung or other refuse. 

Rule 32. No waiter-cloaet, privy, cess-pool, urinal, inhabited room 
or workshop shall be located within any building or shed used for stab- 
ling cows for dairy purposes, or for the storage of milk or cream; nor 
^all any fowl, hog, horse, sheep or goat be kept in any room used for 
sruch purpose. No space in building or sheds used for stabling cows 
shall be less than five hundred (500) cubic feet for each cow, and the 
stall therelV>r shall not be less than four (4) feet in width. 

Rule 33. It shall be the duty of each persoai usdng any premise© for 
keeping cows for dairy purposes to keep such premises 'thoroughly dean 
and in good repair, and well painted or w<hitewafl!hed at all times. 

Rule 34. Every person keeping cows for the production of milk for 
sale, shall cause every cow to be cleaned every day, and to be properly 
fed and watered; and every person using any premises for keeping cows, 
shall cause the yard used in connection therewith to be provided with 
a proper receptacle for drinking water for such cows, none but fresh, 
clean water to be u<sed in such receptacle. 

Rule 35. Any inclosure in which cows are kept shall be graded 
and drained so as to keep the surface reasonably dry and to prevent 
the accumulation of water therein, except as may be permitted for the 
purpose of supplying drinking water; no garbage, urine, fecal matter 
or similar substances shall be placed or allowed to remain in such in- 
closure; and no open drain shall be allowed to run through it. 

Rule 36. Any person using any premiises for keeping cows for 
dairy purposes shall provide and use a sufficient number of receptacles, 
made of non-absorbent materials, for the reception of, storage and de- 
livery of milk, and shall cause all milk to be removed without delay 
from the room in which the cows are kept. 

Rule 37. No milk shall be kept in ice boxes or refrigerators which. 
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are in any way connected with ©ewers or oess-poods; nor shall any milk 
be kept in the same compartmenit of any ice box or refrigerator In which 
meats or other articles of food are kept. 

Rule 38. All can®, measnree and other receptacle© for milk shall 
be scalded with boiling waiter or live steam daily; they must not be 
rinsed in cold water before using, for the water may not be pure, and 
some of it remaining in the vesseils may contaminate the milk. All milk 
cans coming from the dairies to dealers must be properly cleaned as 
above before returning to producer, thoroughly aired and kept turned 
upside down in a cool place. 

Rule 39. All milk sihaill be strained through wire-cloth strainers, 
and shadl be cooled to 58 degrees within forty-five (45) minutes after it 
is drawn from the cow. In winter weather said cooler should be guarded 
against freezing. The milk shall not exceed 60 degrees when delivered 
to the consumer or dealer. 

Rule 40. All milk cans delivered to creaimeries or dealers in the 
city shall be covered with air-tight lids, and when conveyed in open 
wagons shall be covered with canvas while being so conveyed, said 
canvas to be kept clean by frequent was/hing. 

Rule 41. All stripping, ais well as first part of milk, shall be deliv- 
ered. The night's and morning's milk shall not be mixed. No milk 
shall be delivered that is taken from a cow that has calved within 
twelve (12) days, or from a cow that will come in or calve inside of 
sixty (60) days. 

Rule 42. Cows shall not be fed on feed which will impart a dis- 
agreeable flavor to milk, or upon any food whioh will not produce milk 
of a standard richness, or any sour, damaged feed or ensilage. 

Rule 43. It shall be the duty of any person having charge or control 
of any premises upon which cows are kept to notify the secretary of 
the Board of Health of the existence of any contagious or infectious 
disease among such cows immediately upon the discovery thereof, and 
to thoroughly isolate any cow or cows affected, and to exercise such other 
precautions as may be directed, in writing, by the said secretary. 

Rule 44. It shall be the duty of any person owning or having con- 
trol of cows used for the production of milk for sale or exchange to 
submit said cows to the tuberculin test for tuberculosis, on the written 
order of the state veterinarian. 

Rule 45. It shall be the duty of amy person having charge or con- 
trol of any premises upon which milk or cream is produced, handled, 
stored or distributed, to notify the health officer immediately upon the 
discovery of any case of diphtheria, measles, membraneous croup, 
scarlet fever, small-pox, typhoid fever, or any other contagious or in- 
fectious diseases upon such premises. No milk or cream shall be sold, 
exchanged, given away, or in any other manner distriibuted from such 
infectious premises until all danger of spread of diseajse shall be re- 
moved and the health officer certifies to that effect. No person who 
attends to cows or milks them, or who has the care or handling of ves- 
sels for the sale, storage or distribution of milk or cream, shall entej* 
any place or premises wherein exists any of the diseases mentioned 
herein; nor shall any such have any communication, direct or indirect, 
with any pefrson who resides in or is an occupant of such infected place. 
Strict cleanliness of the hands and person of milkers, and those en- 
gaged in the handling of milk or cream, and of the bodies of cows, es- 
I)ecially of the udders and teats, must be enforced at all times, to the 
end that no impurity or foreign substance may be added to the milk or 
cream; such addition being declajred adulteration by the statute. 
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Rule 46. No person shall add waiter or emy other foireign sub- 
stances to milk OT cream offered or Intended for sale or exchange. Milk 
offered for sale as whole milk, or sold as such, which contains more than 
eighty-seven (87) per cent of watery fluid, or less than thirteen (13) per 
cent of milk solid's, including three and seven-tenths (3.7) per cent of 
butter fat. is prdma facie watered, and such watering is declared an 
adulteration 'by the state statutes, the punishment tor which is a floe of 
not less than twenty-five dollars ($25) for each and every offense. 

TRANSPORTATION OF DEAD BODIES. 

These Rules having been duly adopted and properly puiblished, have 
tlie force of Law. 

Rule 47. The transportation of bodies dead of small-poK, Asiiatic 
cholera, yellow fever, typhus fever or Bubonic plague, is absolutely 
forbidden. 

Rule 48. The bodies of those who have died of diphtheria (meim- 
braneous croup), scarlet fever (scarlatina, scarlet rash), glanders, an- 
thrax or leprosy, shall not be accepted for transportation unless pre- 
I>ared for shipment by being thoroughly disinfected by (a) arterial 
and cavity injection with an approved disinfectant fluid; (6) disinfecting 
and stopping of all orifices with absorbent cotton, and (c) washing the 
body with the disinfectant, all of which must be done by an embalmer, 
holding a certificate as such, approved by the State Board of Health or 
other state heal'th authority. After being disinfected as above, such body 
shall be enveloped in a layer of cotton not less than one inch thick, com- 
pletely wrapped in a sheet and bandaged and encased in an air-tight, 
zinc, tin, copper or lead-lined coffin, or iron casket, all joinits and seams 
hermetically soldered, and all inclosed in a strong, tight, wooden box. 
Or, the body being prepared for shipment by disinfecting and wrapping 
as above, may be placed in a strong coflln or casket, and said coffin or 
casket incased in an air-tight, zinc, copper or tin case, all joints and 
seams hermetically soldered and inclosed in a strong outside wooden 
box. 

Rule 49. The bodies of those dead of typ/hoid fever, puerperal fever, 
erysipelas, tuberculosis and measles, or other dangerous, communicable 
diseases other than those specified in Rules 48 and 49, may be received 
for transportation when prepared for shipment by filling cavities with 
an approved disinfectant.washing the exterior of the body with the 
same, stopping all orifices with absorbent cotton and enveloping the 
entire body with a layer of cotton not less than one inch thick, and all 
wrapped in a sheet and bandaged and encased in an air-tight coffin or 
casket; provided, that this shall apply only to bodies which can reach 
their destination within forty-eight hours from time of death. In all 
other cases such bodies shall be prepared for transportation in con- 
formity with Rule 48. But When the body has been prepared for ship- 
ment by being thoroughly disinfected by an embalmer holding a cer- 
tificate as in Rule 48, the air-tight sealing may be dispensed with. 

Rule 50. The bodies of those dead of diseases that are not con- 
ta^ous, infectious or communicable, may be received for transportation 
when incased in a sound coffin or casket and inclosed in a strong out- 
side wooden box; provided, they reach their destination within thirty 
hours from time of death. If the body can not reach its destination 
within thirty hours from time of death, it must be prepared for ship- 
ment by filling cavities with an approved disinfectant, washing the ex- 
terior of the body with the same, stopping all orifices with absorbent 



3 1^0 Jmwhj Rules and Begulations. 

catton and onvftlopdng the entire body with a layer of cotton not leiss 
than one Inch thick and all wrapped in a sheet and bandaged, and in- 
cased in an aiir-tlght coffin or casket. But when the body bas been pre- 
pared for Bhipment by being thoroughly disinfected by an embalmer 
holding a certifloate, as in Rule 48, the air-tight seadlng may be dis- 
pensed with. 

Rule 51. In caeee of oonitagious, Infectious or communicable dis- 
eanoB, the body must not be accompanied by persons or articles which 
have boon exposed to the infection of the disease, unless certified by the 
healUi officer as having been properly disinfected; and before selling 
l)4uiMage tickets agents shall carefully examine the transit permit and 
note the name of the passenger in charge, and of any others proposin^g 
to acoonumny the body, and see that all necessary precautions have 
lHM>n taken to prevent the spread of disease. The transit permit in such 
cases shall specifically state who is authorized by the health authorities 
to accompany the remains. In all cases where bodies are forwarded 
undoir Rule No. 48 notice must be sent by telegraph to the health officer 
at destination, advising the date and train on which the body may be 
exi)ected. This notice must be sent by or in the name of the health 
officer at the initial point, and is to enable the health officer at destina- 
tion to take all necessary precautions at that point. 

Rule 62. Every deed body must be accompanied by a person in 
charge, who must be provided with a passage ticket, and also present a 
full first -class ticket marked "corpse" for the transportation of the body, 
and a t.mnslt permit, showing physician's or coroner's certificate, 
health officer's i)ormit for removal, undertaker's certificate, name of 
deceased, date and hour of death; age, place of death, cause of death, 
and if of a contagious. Infectious or communicable nature, the point to 
which tho body is to be shipped; and when death is caused by any of 
the disoav<w« specified in Rule No. 48, the names of those authorized by 
the hoaith authorities to accompany the body. The transit permit must 
be made in duplicate, and the signatures of the physician or coroner, 
heiillh officer and undertaker must be on both the original and duplicate 
copies. The undertakeT's certificajte and paster of the original, shall be 
detached from the transit permit and pasted on the coffin box. The 
ph>'«ioian's oortiflcate and transit permit shall be handed to the pas- 
«x^n4i?or in charpo of the corpse. The whole duplicate copy shall be sent 
to the official in oharRO of the ba^!:gage department of the initial Une, 
and by him to the sWK^retary of State or Provincial Board of Health of the 
?tate ir province from which said shipment was made. 

Rule r>:^. When dead bodies are shipped by express the whole orig- 
inal transit i>ermit shall be pasted upon the outside box and the dupli- 
o;?ae forwarded by the express agent to the secretary of the State or 
Provincial Ikvard of ITealth of the state or province from which said 
shipment was made. 

Rule 54. Every dtsintjerred body, dead from any disease or cause, 
shall be treated as infectious or dani^erous to the public health, and 
shall not be accepted for transportation unleiss said removal has been 
approx'ed by the stute or pro\inoial health authorities having jurisdic- 
tion wheiv such body is disinterred, and the consent of the health au- 
thorities of the locality to which the corpse is consigned has first been 
obtained: and all such disinterred remains shall be inclosed in a h«r- 
metioally swtled (soldered) Einc. tin or copper-lined coffin or box. Bodies 
deposit*^ In receiving vaults shall be Uvftted and considered the same as 
bnrled bodies. 
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FORMS FOR CERTIFICATES AND NOTICES. 

TRANSIT PERMIT. 



No. 



This Certificaite must be presented to the Local Board of Health 
for Approval. 



PHYSICIAN'S OR CORONER'S CERTIFICATE. 

189.. 

Name of Deceased (if minor, give parents' name also) 

Date of Death at M. 

Age Years Months Days. 

Place of Death 

Cause of Death 

I hereby certify that the above is true to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

M. D. or Coroner. 



Residence County of State of 



PERMIT OF LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 

This Permit must be properly signed, and with Physician's Certifi- 
cate presented to the Railroad or Express Agent before a body can be 
shipped. 

In the (city or township) of County of 

State of on the day of 189. . 

Permission is hereby grlven to remove for burial at 

In the County of State of the body of 

who died at 

Couhty of on the 

day of 18 Aged years momthB days. The cause 

of death being which iB a (contagious or non- 
contagious) disease. 

Rule 47. The transportation of bodies dead of small-pox, Asiatic 
cholera, yellow fever, typhus fever or Bubonic plague, Is absolutely for- 
bidden. 

Signed M. D. 

(If City or Town affix 
Corporate Seal.) 

Health Officer. 

Local Board of Health. 

This Permit and preceding Certificate must be detached and de- 
livered to the person In charge of the corpee. 
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PASTER. 

CERTIFICATE OF UNDERTAKER. 

I (or We) hereby certify lihiat the ax>oo(mpanylng dead body of 

(If a minor, give parents' name also ) 

Consigned to Address State of 

has been prepared by me (or us) strictly in accordance with the rules of 
the State Board of Health for transportation by railway, and in con- 
formity with said rules, as printed on the back of this permit. 

Shipping Undertaker. 

Residence 



NOTICE OF A NUISANCE. 

Ky 19 

To the Board of Health of : 

Gentlemen: Your attention is respectfully called to the existence 

of a nuisance on the premises of 

at in county, arising from 

The address of (the owner, agent or occupant) 

is 

Respectfully, 



P. O. Address Ky. 



NOTICE TO ABATE A NUISANCE. 

Oflace of the Board of Health. 

Ky., 19 

To , owner, agent or occupier 

of premises, situated in 

county, Kentucky. You are hereby notified and required to abate and 

remove, within day® from the date of the service 

hereof, a certain nuisance on the above described property, consisting 

Off 

which nud'sance has been declared by the 

Board to be prejudicial to the public health. Your failure to do this 
will subject you to the penalties Imposed by the statutes of the Com- 
monwealth of Kentucky. 

By order of the Board. 

M. D., 

Secretary and Executive Oflacer. 



I^ivSj Rides and Megulations. 19H 



NOTICE TO BE VACCINATED. 

Office of the Board of Health. 

Ky., 19 

By virtue of authority vested in it by law the Bocuxt 

of Health respectfully requests you to be vaccinated within the next 
hours. 

By order of the Board. 

M. D., 

Health Officer. 



Rule 55. Each local Board of Health shall procure the publication 
of such of the foregoing rules from time to time as will meet indicationft 
and emergencies that may arise, and ae will best promote and protect 
the public health. 

The rules and regulations made by the State Board of Health and 
adopted by the various local Boards, in accordance with powers given by 
the act creating the State and Local Boarde of Health, etc., are laws to 
be obeyed by every individual in the state. 

All prosecutions for violations of the statute law, or the rules of 
local Boards of Health, should be instituted by the several county or 
prosecuting attorneys of this state upon information of such local 
Boards. 

The above rules and regulations are hereby adopted, and all rules 
and regulations heretofore promulgated by circular, card or pamphlets, 
or through newspaper publications, in conflict with the foregoing, are: 
hereby revoked. 

Bv order of the Board. 

J. M. MATHEWS, M. D., President. 

J. N. McCORMACK, M. D., Secretary. 
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